








name. One critic compared his tales of the
West with such “monstrous but pleasing and
ingenious fictions” as those in which figure
Sinbad the Sailor, Gulliver, and Baron Mun-
chausen.?®

As the campaign gathered momentum,
handbills, circulars, and maps were issued
deseribing the gold fields and the routes to
them and telling prospective emigrants
where parties were being organized and
when they planned to start west. The famous
“Rubber Stamp Map” of the Northwest — so
called because the name of the new territory
of Montana was inserted with a rubber
stamp after the map had come off the press
— was issued in 1864 by Daniel D. Merrill,
a St. Paul bookseller, together with a circu-
lar for gold field emigrants. Such literature
was an important feature of the campaign
because few of the standard guidebooks for
Western travelers contained information
about the northern plains.*

Newspapers reported the comings and
goings of emigrants and promoters and car-
ried announcements of the places and times
of rendezvous set by various parties. They
described in great detail the immediate
benefits that might be expected by the
Upper Midwest in the form of increased
commerce and trade with the gold-field set-

¥ Pioneer, May 22, 1864. See also a circular
advertising Fisk’s 1866 expedition, preserved in the
Donnelly Pamphlets, vol. 4, in the Minnesota His-
torical Society.

* Fisk also issued a map in the same year. Copies
of both are in the library of the Minnesota Historical
Society, See also Seymour Dunbar, A History of
Travel in America, 4:1225 (Indianapolis, 1915).

“ Pioneer and Democrat, February 20, 1864;
June 10, 28, 1865; March 21, 25, November 1, 1866;
Press, March 4, 1864; May 17, 1866; Weckly Press,
February 15, December 20, 1866; St. Cloud Demo-
crat, August 3, 1865; February 22, May 17, July 5,
August 30, 1866; St. Peter Tribune, May 30, 1866.

*Examples of these bills may be found in 38
Congress, 1 session, House Journal, 1863-64, p.
123 (serial 1179); 38 Congress, 1 session, Senate
Journal, 1863-64, p. 30 (serial 1175); 38 Congress,
2 session, Senate fournal, 1864-65, p. 188 (serial
1208); 39 Congress, 1 session, House Journal, 1865-
66, p. 191 (serial 1243).

# United States, Statutes at Large, 12:204, 333,
642; 13:14; Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars,
2:534 (St. Paul, 1892).
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tlements, and repeatedly emphasized the
long-range significance of communication
with the Pacific Coast. Local businessmen’s
organizations pledged financial support for
the routes, and some companies prepared
to send wagonloads of goods over the trails
for sale at the mines. Eastern capitalists
were urged to invest in joint-stock townsite,
or mining companies, or to finance expediA
tions to settle mining towns. Despite tempt-
ing descriptions, little Eastern capital seems
to have been attracted.27

The spearhead of the campaign, however,
was the effort to secure government assist-
ance. In Congress such men as Asahel W.
Hubbard and James F. Wilson of Towa and
Ignatius Donnelly, Morton S. Wilkinson,
William Windom, and Alexander Ramsey
of Minnesota supported bills for the pro-
tection of overland emigration, for the sur-
veying, construction, improvement, and
marking of wagon roads, and for the estab-
lishment of post and express routes across
the northern plains.* Though loath to pro-
vide funds for the building of wagon roads,
Congress did follow up the successful Fisk
expedition of 1862 with appropriations in
1863 and 1864 for military protection of emi-
grants on the Fort Benton route. Fisk was
again appointed to superintend emigration
and organized expeditions in both years.
Because of drouth and Indian unrest in 1863
only a small group ventured west and the
expedition of 1864 was attacked by Indians
and forced to turn back.2?

Although the government did not di-
rectly sponsor any other emigrant expedi-
tions over the northern plains in the 1860s,
the army did in fact give military protection
to privately organized trains. The extent of
this protection varied considerably from
year to year, but all the northern overland
trains of the 1860s, except that led by
Holmes in 1862, received assistance of one
kind or another from the army. In some cases
the help took the torm of military escorts;
in others, the amount and type of aid de-
pended on the state of Indian affairs at the
moment, or the whims of the officers in
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charge of forts along the routes. Some emi-
grant trains took advantage of the army’s
campaigns against the Sioux and traveled
with various military units in their marches
across the plains.®

After his failure in 1864, Fisk was unable
to secure further government funds. In 1865
he was also unsuccessful in efforts to or-
ganize a private expedition, but the sum-
mer of 1866 found him at the head of the
largest and last train he was to conduct
across the plains. Meanwhile other groups
which made the trek under varying degrees
of danger and difficulty included a second
train led by Holmes in 1864 and a third in
1866. In 1867 Captain Peter B. Davy headed
an expedition. Altogether it is estimated that
in these trains some fifteen hundred people
crossed the northern plains.®

Not satisfied with these limited results,
Minnesotans proposed another elaborate
scheme. Under the guise of a contract to
carry the mails from St. Paul to Helena,
they hoped to have the government under-
write the opening of an improved wagon
road, complete with stations, bridges, and
ferries, which would, as the St. Paul Weekly
Pioneer of April 12, 1867, put it, “enduce the
immigration and travel between the States
and Montana, through Minnesota, with their
accompaniments of capital and trade.” Un-
fortunately the firm which received the con-
tract was interested only in carrying the
mail and had no plans to build a road or im-
prove the route. The service was ill per-
formed, Indians harassed the messengers,
and, it was said, the riders used the news-
papers for fuel and the letters for cigar
lighters. With the termination of this mail
contract died hopes for a wagon road.*

Though the Montana mines of the 1860s
were among the world’s richest placer
mines, the deposits accessible by “pick and
pan” methods were quickly exhausted and
with them disappeared the opportunities
for individual prospectors with little capital
to invest. This fact, together with the open-
ing in 1869 of the Union Pacific Railroad and
continued Sioux hostility, ended migration
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to Montana over northern routes. But the
dream of a northern railroad that would link
the Great Lakes and the headwaters of the
Mississippi with the Pacific and thus put the
center of the continent in touch with the two
oceans survived. Eventually not one but
three railroads reached across the northern
plains of the United States, and the present-
day traveler who journeys from Minnesota
to Montana on these railroad lines follows
the northern emigrant trails at many points,

“On army co-operation with westward migra-
tion in the 1860s, see United States War Depart-
ment, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of
the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies, series 1, vol. 34, part 2, p. 258, 622-625;
vol. 41, part 4, p. 882; vol. 48, part 2, p. 1150-53
{Washington, 1891, 1893, 1896).

" This estimate is bascd on rosters in the posses-
sion of the author. For references to expeditions
not already discussed, see Nicolas Hilger, “General
Alfred Sully’s Expedition of 1864,” in Montana
Historical Society, Contributions, 2:314-322 ( Hel-
ena, 1896); Press, October 8, 1864; Charles S.
Kingston, “The Northern Overland Route in 1867,
Journal of Henry Lueg,” in Pacific Northwest
Quarterly, 41:235-242 (July, 1950). Accounts of
all the expeditions are included in the forthcoming
book-length manuscript which the author has in
progress,

*8t. Cloud Democrat, January 11, August 9,
1866; Press, January 24, April 9, 1867; United
States, Statutes at Large, 15:319; 15:254; James H.
Bradley, “Account of the Attempts to Build a Town
at the Mouth of the Musselshell River,” in Montana
Historical Society, Contributions, 2:305.

THE MAP on pages 58 and 59 is the work of
Celine Charpentier. The advertisement on page 80
appeared in the St. Paul Press of May 1, 1866, and
the two portraits are from the picture collection of
the Minnesota Historical Society.

A HALF-HOUR sound film (sixteen millimeter)
on the Sioux Uprising is available on loan from
the Minnesota Historical Society. Entitled “Rec-
ollections of Minnesata’s Indian War,” the film
was one of a series of three television shows
produced this spring by the Minnesota His-
torical Society with assistance from members of
the KSTP-TV staff. It is not a complete sum-
mary of the uprising but includes high lights
from the tragic events of 1862, Schools or other
groups may borrow it for a nominal handling
charge of one dollar. Direct inquiries to Mr.
Eugene Becker, curator of pictures.
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