


neshiek and his 750 foUowers continued to 
hold out against removal. 

The Indians began arriving in Mankato 
on Tuesday, May 5, and by tbe end of the 
week about half of the tribe's nearly two 
thousand members were assembled at Camp 
Porter on the bank of the Minnesota River. 
This temporary camp was named in honor 
of John J. Porter, a Mankato tanner and 
politician who bad actively fomented local 
demands for the Winnebago deportation. 
The gathering was supervised by Justus C. 
Ramsey, a brother of Governor Alexan­
der Ramsey, who went to Mankato as a 
special agent.''"' 

The bands of Baptiste and Little Priest 
made their Mankato farewell a lively occa­
sion. A few days before moving to town some 
of Little Priest's warriors had killed two 
Sioux who were seeking refuge on the ^^'in-
nebago reservation. The two Sioux men, 
one of whom was married to a ^^'innebago 
woman, were evidently slain because some 
of tbe Winnebago blamed their expulsion 
from Minnesota on the Sioux Uprising, and 
reasoned that they could win favor with the 
great white father by killing bis enemies. 
The nature of the deed and tbe ceremonies 
that followed it merely confirmed what set­
tlers bad long contended: that tbe ^^'inne-
bago were barbarians. The bodies were 
scalped and dismembered, and when the 
Winnebago arrived in Mankato, they bore 
the fresh scalps stretched in hoops attached 
to poles adorned with paint and ribbons, 
and t r iumpbantb ' paraded them before the 
whites.^" 

Mankatoans became increasingly anxious 
to be rid of their guests as the number in­
creased to about a thousand by Mav 9. The 
Indians, not content with the confines of 
Camp Porter, swarmed over the town, visit­
ing stores, examining the scaffold on which 
the thirty-eight condemned Sioux had been 
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banged, and parading up and down Front 
Street. Some of tbe warriors, besmeared with 
mud and paint, held scalp dances. These 
were accompanied by drums and gutteral 
chants, and were probably designed to in­
timidate the whites, rather than entertain 
them.''* 

The "occupation" of Mankato ended on 
May 9 and 10 when three Minnesota River 
packets took nearly twelve hundred Winne­
bago down to Fort SneUing. Final cere­
monies included an all-night scalp dance 
which began on the eve of embarkation and 
continued during the actual departure. A 
war party with tbe two Sioux scalps took a 
position on the hurricane deck of one of the 
boats, and as it steamed off, the braves 
waved the scalps aloft to the accompaniment 
of chants and drums.^^ 

The Minnesota was unusually low, expos­
ing more than the ordinary number of snags 
and sand bars. The boats made the trip to 
tbe mouth of the river in three days, but 
with much difficulty. One of them, the 
"Eolian," struck a snag between Henderson 
and Belle Plaine, ripping a thirty-foot hole 
in the hull and sinking tbe craft in three feet 

o 
of water. It was bailed out and the hole re­
paired, but continuous use of pumps was 
necessary during the remainder of the trip. 
Tbe "Favorite," loaded witb 350 Indians as 
well as wheat, ran aground just out of Man­
kato and broke a shaft, rendering one of the 
wheels inoperative. The crippled boat was 
run to St. Peter, where it lay over most of 
a day for repairs. Farther down tbe river, at 
Little Rapids just above Chaska, tbe "Fa­
vorite" hit an exposed reef. In order to pass 
through the rapids, it was necessary to un­
load the Winnebago and three hundred 
sacks of wheat.*" 

Arrival at Fort SneUing was marked by a 
near clash between the tribes. Some of tbe 
Sioux scouts at the fort, on hand to watch the 
disembarking, were enraged when tbe ^^'in-
nebasio came off the boat waving the two 
bloody scalps and shouting insults at the 
Sioux. Fortunate!)', none of the Indians were 
armed. During their brief stay at the fort, 
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the Winnebago held two scalp dances and 
sold trinkets to sight-seers.*^ 

Major Edwin A. C. Hatch, special Indian 
agent in charge of the group at Fort Snelling, 
made arrangements for their removal on 
the Chouteau-chartered steamer "Canada." 
Winnly, Chouteau's subsistence contractor, 
was also on hand, as was John Cleveland, a 
former employee at the Winnebago agency, 
who was to accompany the Indians to their 
new reservation. The "Canada," loaded with 
more than seven hundred Winnebago and 
a military escort, steamed off for Hannibal 
on May 13. It was followed two days later by 
the "Davenport,'' which carried some four 
hundred Indians, escorted by Lieutenant 
Michael R. Merrill and forty-two men of the 
Tenth Minnesota. Both groups of Indians 
crossed Missouri by rail and reached St. 
Joseph about a week after they had left Min­
nesota.*^ 

Meanwhile, in Mankato, the reluctant 
Winneshiek and his followers were brought 
to heel. On May 11 Captain Alonzo J. Edger­
ton with four men of the Tenth Minnesota 
visited the chief at Lake Elysian, about 

twenty-five miles east of Mankato, and told 
him that he had half an hour to decide 
whether or not to come in peacefully. Win­
neshiek's invitation to council was refused 
by Edgerton, and the aged rebel reluctantly 
consented to move. All his people were at 
Camp Porter by the end of the following 
day. The journey to Fort Snelling was again 
accompanied by difficulties due to low 
water. Some of the Indians had to be trans­
ported part way by wagon, because boats 
were having difficulty reaching Mankato.*^ 

Charles E. Mix, chief clerk of the commis­
sioner of Indian affairs, went to Minnesota 
to assist Agent Balcombe and Major Hatch 
in the removal of the last of the Winnebago. 
When all were assembled at Fort Snelling, 
748 Indians were put aboard the "Daven­
port," which was taking its third load of 
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Indians downriver. It is unlikely that the 
escort of thirty-nine men of the 'Tenth Min­
nesota under Lieutenant Ebenezer H. Ken­
nedy were any more comfortable than the 
prisoners. Under the leadership of Hatch, 
the Indians arrived at St. Joseph on June 3.''* 
Their kinsmen had departed a week earlier 
for Crow Creek. 

While the Winnebago waited in St. Joseph 
for a boat to take them up the Missouri, they 
provided a lively spectacle for the towns­
people. The earlier arrivals, the bands led 
by Baptiste and Little Priest, amused them­
selves by wandering through the town, visit­
ing stores, and engaging in bear and scalp 
dances. The bear dance was occasioned by 
the visit of some forty braves to a captive 
grizzly bear, an animal which evidently held 
a high place in Winnebago lore. After danc­
ing around his "bearship" — a sobriquet 
coined by the Morning Herald — the war­
riors continued their dancing and imitative 
bear grunting around a bear's head which 
they used for ceremonial purposes.*^ 

This dance was brief and quiet compared 
to the scalp dance which followed it. The 
latter observance, centered on the two Sioux 
scalps, lasted with only minor breaks from a 
Saturday to the next Wednesday night. The 
Indians "danced, sang, yelled, whooped, 
made talks, howled, grimaced, drummed, 
whistled, stamped and grunted." The cere­
mony was finally halted by the order to em­
bark on the "West Wind," a regular packet 
which was stripped of its cabin furniture to 
make room for the Indians. The boat de­
parted on May 27 and arrived at Crow Creek 
on June 8.** 

Winneshiek's Indians were visited by hun­
dreds of spectators during their eleven-day 
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stay in St. Joseph, and perhaps made wily 
by their many travels, they took up collec­
tions among the onlookers during their cere­
monial dances.*''^ The steamer "Florence," 
ordered by Major Hatch to transport the 
group upriver, arrived at St. Joseph on Sun­
day morning, June 14, after the Indians had 
spent Saturday afternoon and night per­
forming their war dance. The order to load 
interfered with a scheduled afternoon pow­
wow which was to have included a scalp 
dance and an address by Chief Little Thun­
der. The warriors, in a refractory mood over 
the move to Dakota, and particularly re­
senting the interruption of their ceremony, 
refused to board. Lieutenant Kennedy in­
formed them that the boat must be loaded 
by one o'clock in the afternoon or they 
would be driven on at bayonet point. This 
threat first intimidated the women, who 
struck their tents, packed them up, and went 
on board. After further counseling by their 
agent, the warriors reluctantly followed.** 
The "Florence" reached Crow Greek on 
June 24, making fairly good time consider­
ing the low water in the Missouri. Its arrival 
completed the transfer of 1,306 Sioux and 
1,945 Winnebago from Minnesota to Dakota 
Territory.*^ 

THUS, in the space of a few short weeks, 
a small, previously uninhabited area near 
the mouth of Crow Creek was transformed 
into one of the largest population centers 
in the territory. The Indians were at tended 
to by Thompson, about fifty workmen, and 
a forty-man guard of the Dakota militia. 
During the month of June Thompson's 
workmen broke sod, assembled the sawmill 
and put it into operation, and constructed a 
wooden stockade four hundred feet square 
to enclose the agency buildings. The Sioux 
and the Winnebago were assigned to sep­
arate but adjacent reservations, and the 
stockade was located near the dividing line 
so that both could be serviced by one 
agent.^" During this period of initial con­
struction, Thompson named the place 
Usher's Landing in honor of the secretary of 
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the interior. \ \ ' i thin a few weeks, however, 
others were caUing it bv the name it was to 
retain: Fort Thompson. 

Adjustment to the new environment at 
Fort Thompson proved even more trying 
to the Indians than their forced exodus had 
been. Separated onh- bv the staked bound­
ary hne, the Sioux and the ^^'innebago hved 
in constant fear of each other. The former, 
stfU alarmed bv the scalping of their t^vo 
tribesmen in Minnesota, feared renewed 
^^'innebago hostUities; the latter had more 
warriors, bu t thev feared raids from hostUe 
Sioux who were roaming the Dakota prai­
ries and who might be lured to Fort Thomp­
son by their kinsfolk. 

The \^'innebago, who had alwavs hved 
in wooded areas, loathed their new location. 
The open grassv countn- that stretched end­
lessly awav from the Missouri was parched 
bv drouth; it was compared to the appear­
ance of Minnesota when the grass had dried 
after a killing frost. Clouds of dust, m o \ e d 
by high prairie winds, added to the desola­
tion. Prairie fires were no threat, said one 
Minnesota observer, because the grass was 
so sparse that a fire could not spread from 
one clump to the next."^ 

Wilhamson, skeptical of the idea of sub­
sistence through farming, talked to a French 
trader who had planted squaw com in the 
area for a number of vears. "Sometimes she 
grow, and sometimes she grow not," was the 
reply.^^ The missionarv pessimisticaUv con­
cluded that the "Indians can never remain 
here without a great expense to the Govern­
ment, and such an expense as the Gov­
ernment ^viU never go to."^^ His prophec\ ' 
was b o m e out. Dole had counted heavUv on 
crops, so he had made httle provision for 
annuities. The supphes purchased in St. 
Louis were delayed bv the condition of 
the Missouri, which continuany worsened 
through fifty rainless midsummer days. 
Some pro\'isions were finalh' hauled in bv 
wagon from Sioux City, but the\ ' were in­
adequate. 

By Julv 22, se\'ent\' of the thirteen hun­
dred Sioux at Crow Creek had died.'* As 

conditions on the reservation worsened, 
many of the \ \ ' innebago left. \ \ ' inter came, 
and there was not enough food; nor was 
there adequate clothing and shelter. Over 
the winter countiess numbers of the remain­
ing Indians died. Finally, in 1865, the \ \ ' in-
nebago were relocated on a somewhat more 
hospitable reservation in northeastern Ne­
braska, and a year later those that remained 
of the Sioux were moved into northern Ne­
braska. 

The demands of the state government and 
people of Minnesota had thus been met; the 
Indians had been effectively removed from 
the boundaries of civilization. In the process 
they had also been removed—inad\ 'ertentlv 
perhaps — from the boundaries of concem 
for human lffe. The bureaucratic caUousness 
which aUowed this is in some ways less for-
gi\'able than the passionate ferocity of the 
Indians themselves. I t is easy to feel wdth 
Samuel Hinman, who, appaUed bv the 
phght of the Sioux, wrote to \\Tiipple: 
"Bishop if I were an lnd[ ian] I would never 
lay do\vn the war-club while I hved ." ' " 

'^Mankato Independent, July 11, 1863. 
"^ John P. to Thomas S. Wilhamson, June 9, 1863, 

WiUiamson Papers. 
"̂  Martha L. Riggs to J. S. ^\^leelock, June 25, 

18&3, Riggs Papers. 
^John P. Wilhamson to Stephen R. Riggs, Julv 

22,1863, Riggs Papers. 
~ Hinman to WTiipple, June 8, 1863, Henry B. 

\\ 'hipple Papers, in the Miimesota Historical So­
ciety. 

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS accompanying this article 
are from the picture collection of the Minnesota 
Historical Societs'. 
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