




















our opinion is the drollest of all his writings. This kept
the audience in a continual uproar from start to finish
and put them in excellent humor for ‘The Golden Arm,’
which wound up the entertainment.” The Crookston
Times was also impressed with the selections from
“Adam’s Diary,” saying that they “showed probably more
originality than any of the other selections,” but also
noted that “his "Watermelon’ story was probably the most
humorous and the ‘Ghost Story” brought out his wonder-
ful ability as a story teller, 24

In addition to these selections, Twain probably read
an excerpt from Huckleberry Finn — the scene in which
Huck, in the throes of a battle between his public con-
science and his private conscience, decides to obey per-
sonal feeling and not turn Nigger Jim over to the au-
thorities, even if it means that he will go to hell for it.
That piece was an important part of Twain’s repertoire,
and it would be nice to think that he used it.

When the lecture concluded at 10:30 p.a1, Twain
reportedly was so pleased with his audience — all those
people from miles away, from towns along the St. Vin-
cent and Fosston lines of the Great Northern, including
such places as Hallock, Warren, McIntosh, and Mentor
— that he “stepped down off the stage and was intro-
duced to all who desired to grasp him by the hand.”25

Twain's appreciation of his audience was mirrored by
their appreciation of him. The Warren Sheaf reported
that “"About eighty Warrenites went to Crookston Mon-
day to see and hear the only and original Mark Twain,
and to say that none of them were disappointed is put-
ting it mildly. For almost two hours the large audience
sat there interested and simmering with amusement, as
he recited some of his best stories, unfolding gently the
rich and varied stories of wit and humor for which he has
become noted. 26

In Fosston, the reaction was just as enthusiastic. The
Fosston Thirteen Towns said that “the lecture or rather
story telling,” by Mark Twain at the Opera House,
Crookston, last Monday evening attracted a large and
appreciative audience. The droll manner in which Mr.
Clemens tells his anecdotes are inimitable and holds the
close attention of his listeners.”?7

The Crookston Times also expressed its elogquent
appreciation:

“Mr. Clemens spoke for fully an hour and a
hall, and the close attention he received must
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have been very gratifying. Of course there were a
few who had gone with the idea of hearing some-
thing on the negro minstrel order and these were
disappointed. Mr. Clemens selections were all
taken from his books and while humorous each
contained some deep thoughts, which hidden
perhaps at first reveal themselves in later exami-

nation, and furnished food for thought, "28

Mark Twain would have been gratified, for he
wanted more than anvthing to be recognized as more
than just a funny man. It is to the credit of the Times
reporter that he recognized the deep seriousness of
Mark Twain's humor, for other newspapers were not so
perceptive. The Crookston Daily Tribune, for example,
remarked after Twain's lecture, “Mark Twain has come
and gone, but Blind Tom will execute ‘Marching
Through Georgia,” and other popular melodies at the
merry-go-round to-night.”2?

Twain left Crookston on Tuesday, July 30, and
crossed the West by rail, stopping along the way to speak
in small towns and cities. The tour that began in America
and Canada tock him to Australia, Tasmania, New Zea-
land, India, South Africa, and finallv to London. Aleng
the route of the “greatest lecture tour of the century,” he
met presidents and maharajas, generals and kings, great
and famous people. But as thrilled as he was in the com-
pany of the great, it is doubtful that the democratic Mark
Twain, when he reflected on it, prized those meetings
with the great any more highly than he prized the laugh-
ter and appreciation of small-town folk such as those he
met in the Red River Valley. He once observed:

“High and fine literature is wine, and mine is only

water; but evervbody likes water.” 3%

22 Polk County Journal, August 1, 1895, p. 1; Crookston
Daily Times, July 30, 1895, p. 4.

25 Polk Cotnty Jouwrnal, Tuly 30, 1895, p. 1.

2Warren Sheaf. Angust 1, 1893, p. 1.

2T Thirteen Towns (Fosston), August 2, 1895, p. 7.

28 Crookston Daily Times, Julyv 30, 1895, p. 4.

29Crookston Daily Tribune, July 30, 1895, p. 3.

30The term “greatest lecture tour of the century™ is gquoted
in Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 188, from the Petoskey.
Michigan, Daily Reporter, July 20, 1895, The concluding quo-
tation is from Paine, ed.. Mark Twain's Letters, 2:485.

THE PHOTOGRAFPHS of Crookston on page 326 are from the
Minnesota Historical Society's audio-visual library.
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