












ceases with a sense of his hearers having been 
captivated by a genius mirth as good to remember 
as it was to hear. " 
As the date of Twain's lecture in Crookston ap­

proached, the Times continued to print advertisements 
and notices about it. Occasional paragraphs described the 
eagerness with which the people in the area awaited 
Twain's arrival. On July 24, the Times reported that 
"everybody in the city is reading up Mark Twain in an­
ticipation of the lecture to be given by that prince of 
American humorists on Monday next. Not only his more 
noted books, but all the short sketches which he has 
written are in demand. One of the best sketches and 
most sought after is the Million Pound Bank Note pub­
lished in the Century some years since. "^'' 

On July 26, under the headline "Mark Twain to Be 
Given a Flattering Reception on Monday Evening," the 
Times reported that the '"interest in the Mark Twain 
entertainment has increased to such a pitch that it is now 
becoming exciting." The newspaper went on to say: 

"The people along the Fosston line have caught 
the contagion, and are not to be outdone by the 
towns on the St. "Vincent line who secured a spe­
cial train to take their people home after the per­
formance. The Fosston people have also arranged 
for an excursion rate and for transportation home 
after the performance. Through the courtesy of 
Supt Jenks, the Fosston Flyer, which leaves here 
at 6 o'clock will he held until f f o'clock Monday 
evening. This insures a large attendance from 
Fosston way, and already telegrams are pouring 
in for seats. There is now no question that the 
opera house wfll be packed with the largest and 
best audience ever assembled in Crookston. " '^ 
Finally, on July 29, the Times proclaimed in large 

type, "HE'S H E R E . " The reporter for the Times was 
disappointed in his feflow townsmen for their manners 
and their grammar; 

"A short rather stout man with gray hair and 
heavy mustach clad in a blue coat and cap alight­
ed from the Great Nor thern train last night 
closely followed by two ladies and a young girl 
and lastly by the imposing form of Major J. B. 

^''Crookston Daily Times, July 24, 1895, p. 3, 
'^^Crookston Daily Times, July 26, 1895, p. 3, 
^^Crookston Daily Times, July 29, 1895, p. 4. Evidendy 

the reporter placed more stock in "syntax'" than in punctuation, 
for his description of Txx'ain would suggest that it was not Tx\'ajn 
hut Twain's moustache that wore a blue coat and cap. 

^^Crookston Daily Times, July 27, 1895, p. 4. For an ac­
count ofthe hotel's gala grand opening, which was attended by 
the governor ofMinnesota, David M. Clough, and other dig­
nitaries, see Crookston Dady Times, August f, 1895, p. 4. 

^'Leary, ed., Mark Twain's Correspondence, 177. 
^^Crook.ston Dady Times, July 29, 1895, p. 4. 
^^Crookston Dady Times, July 30, 1895, p. 4. 

Pond, the celebrated impressario. 'That's him' 
said a dozen people with as fittle regard for the 
proprieties as for their syntax." '^ 
Twain and his party registered as the first guests in the 

elegant new Hotel Crookston, the grand opening of 
which would not take place until July .31.^" Twain appar­
ently spent the day of his lecture in Ĵ is hotel room as xvas 
his custom. Part o f the time he worked on his presenta­
tion for that evening. In a letter written that day he 
described the lecture, of xvhich there seem to have been 
two versions; 

""I'm stealing a inoment to scribble this line. I 
have to .steal my odd moments , for I am at xvork 
all die time on my lectures, on board the trains 
and everywhere. I've got No. 1 where I am no 
longer afraid of it or in doubt about it; and now for 
the past few days I am at work on No. 2. I tried it 
in Winnipeg Saturday night and found it was 35 
minutes too long; and so at the end of an hour and 
a half I offered to let the audience go; but they 
said "go on, ' — so I did. To-day I have knocked 
out one long piece and put in a shorter one; and I 
hope the audience to-night will alloxv me to add 
the new piece to No. I s program so that I can try 
it. But I won't without their consent, for a special 
trainload of them are coming 180 miles and I must 
not tire them. Thus far I have had more people in 
three opera houses than they've ever had in them 
before, winter or sumnier; and they sxx'elter there 
with admirable patience; they all stay and see me 
through."^ ' 

The e a g e r n e s s xvith xvhich t h e p e o p l e a r o u n d 
Crookston anticipated Twain's lecture is exddent from 
the local news columns for that day's Times. Inhabitants 
of Crookston and the surrounding area arranged their 
schedules so that they could attend tiie lecture, as indi­
cated by such statements as "Prof. Hetier went to Fisher 
today for a short trip. He will return in time to heai- Mark 
Twain, or ""There was a general exodus of summer resort-
ers from the lake this morning, thirty having come in, 
the greater number of whom wfll hear the Twain lecture 
tonight. "^^ 

The Grand Opera House, where Twain lectured that 
evening, was filled to capacity. The audience at the lec­
ture was described by the Times as ""the finest in point of 
numbers , individuality and inteflect which has ever as­
sembled in the city. It contained die best citizens o f the 
towns represented, and it was characterized by Mr. 
Clemens as a gathering which would do credit to a New 
England city."^^ 

The entire program of readings tiiat Twain gave that 
evening is not known. The Polk County Journal repor ted 
that Twain, after doing six unnamed selections, "an­
nounced that he would give a fexv extracts from the 'diary 

in of Adam,' something new to this audience, and which 
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our opinion is the drollest of all his xvritings. This kept 
the audience in a continual uproar from start to finish 
and put them in exceflent humor for "The Golden Arm, ' 
which wound up the entertainment. " The Crookston 
Times xvas also impressed xvith the selections from 
"Adam's Diary," saying that they "showed probably more 
originality than any of the other selections," but also 
noted that "his 'Watermelon' story was probably the most 
humorous and the "Ghost Story' brought out his wonder­
ful ability as a story teller."^* 

In addition to these selections. Twain probably read 
an e.xcerpt from Huckleberry Finn — the scene in which 
Huck, in the throes of a battle betxveen his public eon-
science and his private conscience, decides to obey per­
sonal feeling and not turn Nigger Jim over to the au­
thorities, even if it means that he will go to hell for it. 
That piece was an important part of Twain's repertoire, 
and it xvould be nice to think that he used it. 

When the lecture concluded at f0:30 P . M . . Twain 
reportedly xvas so pleased with his audience — all those 
people from miles axvay, from towns along the St. Vin­
cent and Fosston lines of the Great Northern, including 
such places as Hallock, Warren, Mcintosh, and Mentor 
— that he "stepped doxvn off the stage and was intro­
duced to afl who desired to grasp him by the hand. "̂ ^ 

Twain's appreciation of his audience was mirrored by 
their appreciation of him. The Warren Sheaf reported 
that ""About eighty Warrenites went to Crookston Mon­
day to see and hear the only and original Mark Twain, 
and to say that none of them were disappointed is put­
ting it mildly. For almost two hours the large audience 
sat there interested and simmering with amusement, as 
he recited some of his best stories, unfolding gently the 
rich and varied stories of wit and humor for which he has 
become noted. "̂ ® 

In Fosston, the reaction was just as enthusiastic. The 
Fosston Thirteen Towns said that "the lecture or rather 
"story telling,' by Mark Twain at the Opera House, 
Crookston, last Monday evening attracted a large and 
appreciative audience. The droll manner in which Mr. 
Clemens tells his anecdotes are inimitable and holds the 
close attention of his listeners. "^'' 

The Crookston Times also expressed its eloquent 
appreciation; 

""Mr. Clemens spoke for fully an hour and a 
half, and the close attention he received must 

have been very gratifying. Of course there were a 
fexv who had gone with the idea of hearing some­
thing on the negro minstrel order and these were 
disappointed. Mr. Clemens selections were all 
taken from his hooks and while humorous each 
contained some deep thoughts, which hidden 
perhaps at first reveal themselves in later exami­
nation, and furnished food for thought. "̂ ® 
Mark Txvain xvould have b e e n gratified, for he 

wanted more than anything to be recognized as more 
than just a funny man. It is to the credit of the Times 
reporter that he recognized the deep seriousness of 
Mark Twain's humor, for other newspapers xvere not so 
perceptive. The Crookston Daily Tribune, for example, 
remarked after Twain's lecture, ""Mark Twain has come 
and gone, bu t Blind Tom xvill execu te "Marching 
Through Georgia,' and other popular melodies at the 
merry-go-round to-night." ̂ ^ 

Twain left Crookston on Tuesday, July 30, and 
crossed the West hy rail, stopping along the way to speak 
in smafl towns and cities. The tour that began in America 
and Canada took him to Australia, Tasmania, Nexv Zea­
land, India, South Africa, and finafly to London. Along 
the route ofthe ""greatest lecture tour ofthe century, " he 
met presidents and maharajas, generals and kings, great 
and famous people. But as thrilled as he was in the com­
pany ofthe great, it is doubtful that the democratic Mark 
Twain, when he reflected on it, prized those meetings 
with the great any more highly than he prized the laugh­
ter and appreciation of small-toxvn folk such as those he 
met in the Red River Valley. He once observed; 

""High and fine literature is wine, and mine is only 
water; but evervbody likes xvater."^" 

^''Polk County Journal, August 1, 1895, p. 1; Crookston 
Dady Times, Julv 30, 1895, p. 4. 

i^Polk County Journal, July 30, 1895, p. 1. 
^HVan-en Sheaf August 1, 1895, p. 1. 
^''Thirteen Towns (Fosston), .-Vugust 2, 1895, p. 7. 
^'^Crookston Daily Times. July 3̂ 0, 1895, p. 4. 
^^Crook-ston Daily Tribune. July 30, 1895, p. 3. 
^°Tlie term "greatest lecture tour ofthe century'" is quoted 

in Lorch, Trouble Begins at Eight, 188, from the Petoskey, 
Michigan, Daily Reporter, Jub- 20, 1895. The concluding quo­
tation is from Paine, ed., Mark Twain s Letters, 2:485. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS of Crookston on page 326 are from the 
Minnesota Historical Societys audio-visual library. 
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