


were culturally impoverished.” “they svstem-
atically drove out such peoples as the Huron, ™ “while warfare
continved unabated between the Ojilwa and the Siouy.” and
the term “medicine man” reflect a 19th-century frontier men-
tality innocently bent on perpetuating subtle but significant
stereotypes of Ojibwa and other Amcrican Indjan peoples,

Ttems from Vennum's own work with Baker need clarifica-
tion. For example, Baker indicates that he does “it™ all alone
and builds the drum with no help from others in the com-
munity: elsewhere others are said to assist him. Baker indicates
that he has authority to “make four {sacred) Drums™: Vennum
talks about “several.” “some,” "all” of his drums without dis-
tinguishing behween the sacred and secular. His “speculations
concerning the origin of certain items or practices™ are likewise
not identified in the text.

Both the book and the film emphasize Baker's ablorrence
of the ‘chimookomaan [white man's] drum” of the school-band.
bass-drum type. At the same time they talk about how impor-
tant it is for him to have a “traditional” Indian drum and
drumbeater made with an axe, a hammer, and pocket knife
from a white man’s wooden washtub or barrel. old window
cortains and drapes. an old mink coat, carpet tacks, white

man's ribbon. an old fiberglass fishing pole. black electrical
tape, svnthetic threads. and discarded plastic mouthpicees
from Tiparillo cigars. Yet thev do not talk much about the
traditional offering of tobacco. Except for the apparent lack of
concern for the most important ceremonial, tobacco. the para-
dox posed by the juxtaposition of the above items can be ex-
plained. Tt is too bad that it was not. for the author missed an
excellent opportunity to provide some genuine understanding
of an Ojibwa group. That missed vpportunity is sy mptomatic of
both the book and the film. For those already familiar with
Anishinabe peoples Veonmum's work will in part be useful. For
athers it is not recommended.

Reviewed by Tiswotey G. Rours, professor of anthropaology
and former head of the sociology-anthropology department at
the Unicersity of Minnesota. Duluth. He is aithor of The
Anishinabe of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (1975) and
seceral articles on Mimesota Anishinabe peoples, compiler of
Working Bibliography of Chippewa/Ojibwa/Anishinabe and
Selected Works (1982), and co-editor with Larry P. Aitken of
Information Relating to Chippewa Peoples from the Handbook
of American Indians. North of Mexico (1984).

IN Brooklyn Center a picturesque
group of red and white farm buildings
stand surrounded by highways and
commercial development. They are one
legacy of a wman who founded the
Minnesota Highwav Patrol, twice
senved as Hennepin County sheriff,
raised prize Belgian horses and
livestock. and ran for governor of this
state. History of the Earle Brown Farm
(Brooklvn Historical Socicty, 1983, ii,
141 p.. $14.00, plus $1.50 for handling)
is an anecdotal account of that man and
the model farm he called home

Authors Jane Hallberg, Leone Howe,
and Mary Janc Custafson trace the
property from its Fyst owners to the
present in an annotated and
well-produced paperback volume. In
addition they tell us of Brown's gift of
the property to the University of
Minnesota and the resulting Continuing
Education Center. The profuscly
illustrated baook is available from the
Brooklyn Historical Socicty, 3824-58th
Ave. No., Brooklyn Center, Minn.
55428,

AUTHOR James Tavlor Dunn has vet
another fascinating local history work to

his credit in Saint Paul's Schubert Club:

A Century of Music 18521952 (St.
Paul, The Schubert Club, 1983, 103 p.,
$5.00 plus $1.00 postage). Beginning
with a poetic introduction by Patricia
Hampl (who studied piano at the
Visitation Convent in St. Paul and
dreamed of becoming a concert
performer), it deftly chronicles the
club’s century of serviee as musical
mentor to the Northwest.

The Schubert Club was formed by o
group of about 40 women on a wintry
afternoon in 1882, probably at the
Summit Avenue hpme of Mrs. Charles
MecTlrath, wife of the furmer state
auditor, to promote musical study and
recitals in St. Paul. Early concerts
featuring hoth members and
internationally known artists were held
in a varicty of rented auditoriums
including Litt's Grand Opera House
(mow replaced by the Garrick Parking
Ramp}. Mozart Flall on Franklin Street,
and Summit Hall at 512 Laare] Avenue.

But for 20 vears the most popular
Jocation was the Ford Music Hall, bult
in 1892 at the intersection of Sixth. St.
Peter, and Market streets for Nathan
Ford. a dealer in musical instruments.
Its numerous studios once housed most
of St. Paul’s best-known wmusicians and
music teachers.

By the 1890s the club had formed a
student section, reportedlv the first of
its kind in the country. Musically
competent students were encouraged to
become members and participate
regularly in student recitals. (Another
Schubert Club program provided free
weekly violin, piano, or gaitar lessons
for more than 100 stadents in the
Swmmit-Hill area.) In her president’s
report for 1895, Julia Donr urged
members to coax their husbands, sons,
and brothees to attend Schubert Club
concerts. Regardless of grumbles. she
concluded. the men wounld thereby
“beeome musicallv educated in spite of
themselves.” St Panl's menfolk have
obviously responded ta this attention,
the club bas grown out of its carly
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image as a “ladies group,” and 1s,
moreover, integral to the cultural life of
the city.

Evening concerts (Lhe International
Artist Series), the club’s most
prominent enterprise, took place during
the 1970s in the then new 1.700-seat
O'Shaughnessy Auditorinm at the
College of St. Catherine. Beginning
with the 1984-85 season, they will be
presented in the soon-to-be-completed
Ordway Music Theatre facing Rice
Park. To celebrate its centennial season
the Schubert Club has also
commissioned 12 compositions,
including one by Stanislaw
Skrowaczewski. Indeed, says author
Dunn. the Schubert Club is "an
unabashed success story with many
facets,” and a “national forerunner in
the perforining arts.”

Visually, this booklet is not as
attractive as it could be: its cover, for
instance, resembles a turn-ol-the-
century National Geographic magazine,
and too many of the numerous
photographs it contains could only
interest those persons in them. The
reader could also wish a more complete
index had been included. although
there is one to the performing artists. It
is nonetheless a valuable record of
Minnesota's oldest musical organization
and one that will appeal to area music
enthusiasts. The book is available from
the club at the Landmark Center, St.
Paul, Minn. 55102.

Patricia Condon Johnston

SKETCHES of the hives of 78 Indjan —
many, but not all of whon are
Minnesota Ojibway — wonien, appear
in Contemporary American Indian
Women: Carcers and Coniributions.
produced by the cducation division of
the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (Cass
Lake, 1983, 99 p.. $5.00 plus $1.00 per
unit for handling). Written for students
in middle school, the book covers
outstanding educators, tribal lcaders,
business women, entertainers,
journalists, health and social services
providers, consultants, and artists. The
book was compiled to provide role
models for aspiring voung Indian
women. Its teacher guide,
bibliographies for cach career section,
and summarics of opportunitics in cach
field are helpful supplements to the
often inspiring pages on the lives of
cach of the women in the book.
Contemporary American Indian Women
can be ordered from the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe, Accounting
Department. P.O. Box 217, Cass Lake,
Minn. 566:33.
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THE BEAVER. the quarterly historical
publication of the Hudson's Bay
Company, has devoted its entire
Autumn issue for 1983 to a history of
that company. Author Clyndwr
Willjams of Queen Mary College,
Unjversity of London, England.
originally intended the 86-page issue as
an updating of his 1970 piece,
“Highlights of the First Two Hundred
Years of the Hudson's Bay Company,”
also published in The Beaver. But the
decade and a half since that first
publication has scen some major
changes in the field of fur trade
research. Not only has the increased
availability of the Hudson's Bay
Company archives brought to light
much new information, a generation of
economic and social historians,
hand-in-hand with the anthropologists,
has recast the framework in which the
fur trade is interpreted. Thus, Williams'
essay 1y more than a rehash; it
incorporates rew interpretations of old
data and introduces subjects scarcely
imagined by historians of L5 vears ago.

Williams tells the story of the
“Company of Adventurers” in a
chronological narrative stvle. Four
scctions on the first century of
coastbound trade repeat the familiar
story of the HBC's founding and rivaley
with the French, but also summarize
recently published information on the
company's business operations vis @ cis
the sophisticated system of Cree and
Assiniboine middlemen who carried the
goods inland. Later sections document
the HBC's move inland in response to
competition from Montreal, the merger
with the North West Company. the
reign of Sir Ceorge Simpson, and the
operations on the Pacific Coast. Perhaps
the most interesting new addition is an
entire section on ~Family and
Commuaity in the Fur Trade,” in which
Williams portravs the marital
arrangements of HBC officers. the
ceonontie and political roles of their
Indian wives and danghters, and the
eventuoal friction between aspiring
“native-born™ vouths and the “pareel of
upstart Scotchmen™ who continued to
rule the company. This section goes
bevond traditional husiness history to
acknowledge that the Hudson's Bay
Company. like many others, was a
community as well as a profitamaking
organization.

Readers wil) find this elegantly
written piece a good sunnary of a
well-trodden ficld of research. There
are, of course. gaps — the most
conspicuous being the lack of
information on Indian business practices

and objectives. Perhaps in another 15
years we will see The Beaver
incorporate that as well. [t would be
nice if similarly up-to-date sumnaries
existed for other aspects of the fur
trade. Carolyn Gilman

A CALL for papers has been issued by
the National Park Service and
Vincennes University for the second
annual Ceorge Rogers Clark
Trans-Appalachian Frontier History
Conference, to be held October 20,
1984, at Vincennes University. Papers
may deat with any aspect of frontier
history from the Appalachians to the
Mississippi and should not exceed 20
minutes. Interested scholars should
submit by May 31, 1984, a 300-word
summary of their proposal. along with a
short resuné, to Conference
Committee, George Rogers Clark
National Historical Park, 401 South
Second Street. Vineennes, Indiana
47391.

ONE of the enduring images in
Western stories is the New England
schoolmann detennined to bring
culture and a sense of right and wrong,
to the newly settled territories. Polly
Welts Kaufman in Women Teachers on
the Eronticr (New Haven. Conn., Yale
University Press, 1984, 270 p.. $22.50)
explores the basis for the stories.
Working with the papers of the National
Popular Education Board. she has
traced, in part, the lives of nearly 250 of
these women who were sent west to
teach. In the first section of the book,
she discusses who went. whv, what
problems the women encountered. and
what their subsequent lives were like.
The book’s second part contains letters
and « diary of a few of the teachers.
Finally, in a series of appendixes,
Kaufman presents her research findings
in tabular form. Anvone interested in
women of the 19th century or in early
popular education in the United States
will find this book fascinating readings.

THE VISUAL documents of historv
have received much scholarly attention
in recent vears. As illustrations of
printed sources or as preces of material
culture. two-dimensional images can
engender heated discussion of their
trustworthiness ond usefulness. A
Boundless Horizon, the catalog of a
1983 exinbit at the Winnipeg Art
Gallery, gathers together an interesting
group of images on which a reader may
test his or her prefeeved opinion.
Author Virginga G. Berry takes a



dispassionate stance in using maps,
sketches, paintings, prints, and
photographs to chronicle the
exploration and settlement of Manitoba
from 1624 to 1874. Besides its
information about the province and its
visual recorders, the catalog offers an
opportunity to examine the
characteristics and merits of various
techniques. A fact-finding expedition of
the late 1850s. for example, numbered
two topographic artists and one
photographer among its members. The
artists” sketches are filled with human
incident and action: sled dogs, men at
work, groups in conversation. The
photographs record landscapes and
faces with a stillness and solemnity
necessitated by long exposures. which
led the expedition’s leader to criticize
his photographer for holding up the
party’s progress.

The region depicted in this
well-illustrated catalog seems indeed
boundless, ranging from the Arctic to
Fort Snelling. Among the reproductions
are works by Seth Eastman and Robert
Q. Sweeny, lent from the MHS art
collection for the exhibjtion in
Winnipeg. Thomas O’Sullivan

RONALD K. HUCH, whose article
*“Typhoid Truelsen, Water, and
Politics in Duluth, 1896-1900" won the
Solon J. Buck Award for 1982, is the
author of From Blacksmith Shop to
Modern Hospital: The Story of St.
Luke’s in Duluth, 1881-1981 (Duluth,
BAH Books, 1983, 113 p.. $8.00). Huch
points out that the history of hospitals
“is not so much medical . as it is
administrative, economic, and social
history.” and his book reflects those
facets. Annotated and indexed. this
well-written work necessarity includes
historical aspects of the Zenith City —
particularly its economjc ups and
downs. The book is available from BAH
Books, P.O. Box 6762, Duluth, Minn.
55806.

READERS should welcome the reprint
edition of Danjel Hoffman’s prize-
winning book Paul Bunyan. Last of

the Frontier Demigods (Lincoln,
University of Nebraska Press, 1983, 213
p., $7.50). First published in 1952 (and
reviewed in the Summer, 1953 issue of
this magazine), the book is a reasoned
analysis of the phenomenal growth of
the Bunyan legend. Hoffman wisely
leaves untouched the controversy over
Bunyan's origins, carefully debunking
all claims made to date, but not ruling
out the possibility that the
larger-than-life figure was actually

derived from a real-life character. The
author’s chief contribution is his careful
mapping of how Bunyan grew from
being the stuff of lumberjacks’ tall tales
to children’s literature to a national
hero. lionized by serious American
poets.

A new introduction and
photographic examples of Bunyan relics
(including the famous statue at Bemidji)
spruce up the 1983 edition, and, more
importantly, attest to Americans’
ongoing fascination with the subject.
This book is a must for anyone whose
images of lumberjack life are based on
the tales of Paul Bunyan.

A PUBLICATION that provides more
than its title suggests is Washburn's
Century of Helping Children: from
Orphanage to Child Guidance Center,
18831983 by Thomas W. Balcon
(Minneapolis Washburn Child Guidance
Center, 1983, 48 p. $5.95), In
chronicling the history of this
organization, from orphan asylum to its
present status, Balcom brings in
valuable contextual information: the
place of the Washburn brothers
(Cadwallader C. and William D.) in the
early development of Minneapolis, the
growth and development of \WWashbum
Park, where the orphanage had its
beginnings, and the changing
philosophics of social work. Historical
and contemporary photographs add to
this handsomely produced little
volume.

VIKINGS in the West (Chicago,
Archaeological Institute of America and
its Chicago Society, 1982, 93 p., $10.00)
derives from the “Viking World™
exhibition and symposium held under
the joint sponsorship of the
Archaeological Institute and the
Museum of Science and Industry.
Edited by Eleanor Guralnick. the book
covers Viking and Norsemen data going
back to 760 A.D. Readers will discover
much about Vikings in North America:
Minnesotans especially will enjoy
Brigitta Wallace’s article “Viking
Hoaxes!” She deals with the well-known
controversy that surrounded the 1898
“confirmation” by amateur historian and
book salesman Hjalmar Holand of the
Kensington rune stone's authenticity.
She concludes that “not even the best of
Holand's efforts could ever render the
Kensington Stone inscription genuine.”
Vikings in the West also contains
effective illustrations, maps, drawings.
and photographs. There are helpful
references to related subject material.

RESEARCHERS interested in the
history of Swedish Americans will find
the Guide to Swedish-American
Archival and Manuscript Sources in the
United States (Chicago.
Swedish-American Historical Society,
1983, 624 p.. $20.00. plus $2.00
handling fee) a welcome addition to
their libraries. This guide lists 3,090
collections of personal papers. oral
histories, business and organizational
records. and especially ¢hurch records
relating to Swedes in the United States
from the 17th to the 20th centuries.
Minnesota is represented by over 500
entries, nearly 100 of which are housed
in the Minnesota Historical Society's
division of archives and manuscripts. In
addition, the guide lists the records of
nearly 300 Swedish churches in
Minncsota that are preserved on
microfilm in [llinois repositories. For
individuals seeking wissing links in
their genealogical charts or for
historians doing biographical sketches,
local histories, or ethnic studies. this
guide will be invaluable in identifying
source data.

Although purporting to be a
nationwide guide to sources, nearly two
thirds of the collections are found in
Illinois repositories and over 80 per
cent are in Minnesota and [llinois
combined. California and New York.
both states with significant
Swedish-American populations, have
one and seven entries, respectively;
Delaware, site of the 17th-century
Swedish settlements, has none. Many
other states appear to be grossly
underrepresented. While these
omissions seriously hamper the total
effectiveness of this work, thev do not
alter the usefulness of those collections
listed. The Swedish-American Historical
Society and the Nationa) Historical
Publications and Records Commission
that funded this project deserve credit
for producing a work that will increase
access to and use of these valuable
archival collections. Duane P. Swanson

TRADITION Bearers, a new 45-minute
film produced and directed by Michzel
Loukinen who earlier made
Finnish-American Lives, combines
footage of interviews with historical
photographs to tell the stories of four
Finnish-American artists. Two of the
subjects — a woodworker and a woman
whao cards, spins, and weaves wool —
are from northern Minnesota, while the
accordion plaver and the storvteller are
from Michigan. Rather than focusing
specifically on the artists and their art,
however, the film also takes viewers
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through the early years of each person’s
life, his or her early struggles and
successes, and difficulties with the
English language. Tradition Bearers
sells for $800, but can be previewed
frce of charge. Interested teachers or
institutions should contact Tradition
Bearers. 331 Thomas Fine Arts
Building, Northern Michigan
University, Marquette, 49855,

FISH South Dakota: A Cartoon History
of Our Times (Rochester. Rochester
Post-Bulletin, 1983. 126 .. $4.95 plus
50¢ postage) is another vivid collection
of barbs from the pen of Ed Fischer.
The titfe of this humorous but pointed
time capsule comes from the simmering
controversy between the governors of
Minnesota and South Dakota aver the
respective merits of their states. With
irreverent ease, Fischer then tackles
topies such as the state of the state,
Perpich himself, Rochester politics. the
Mayo Clnic, the Metrodome,
environmmental depredations, farm
foreclosures, and national and
international current events. It's a good
thing someone can help us laugh at
some of these issues.

Fish South Dakota may be ordered
directly from Ed Fischer. in care of the
Rochester Post-Bulletin, P.O. Box 6118,
Rachester. Minn. 55901.

READERS interested in vernacular
architecture and agricultural bistory will
welcome the publication of Without
Right Angles: The Round Barns of lowa
(Des Moines, lowa State Historical
Department, 1983, 103 p., $8.95 plus
50¢ postage and handling). Author
Lowell |. Soike, assisted by a
professional photographer and several
researchers. has done an admirable job
of starting from scratch and compiling
precise information on a vanishing
breed of building. Five chapters trace
the origins, designs, construction, and
rise and fall in popularity of this barn
form (including octagonal barns as well)
over a 40-vear period. The final section
is a catalog, as detailed as possible, of
Towa's round barms by county,
township, and scction. Handsome
photographs do more than ithestrate the
book. thev provide vital detail often
difficult to render or comprehend
through words alone. One hopes that
the author's introductory promisc of
more brief histories of farm building
tvpes in lowa is fulfilled. Without
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Round Angles may be ordered from the
Office of Historic Preservatjon, E. 12th
and Grand Avenue, Des Moines

30319.

HIPPIES, rednecks, and thoughtful
student types populate Art Lec's
Jackpine Sacage. The Minnesota North
Country (Staples, Adventuore
Publications, 1980, 344 p., $5.95). an
unpredictable and entertaining novel
that recounts the turbulent era of the
late 1960s in Bemidji. Despite its light
toue. the book should bring back
uneasy memories and feelings to
readers over the age of 20 who
remember the difficult choices required
of people who held opinions on
Vietnam, draft resistance, and the
future of the college educated in
America Jackpine Savage is available,
prepaid, from the publisher at Box 96.
118 No. 5th St., Staples, Minn, 56479.

HUBERT H. Humphrey Papers: A
Summary Guide. Including the Papers
of Muriel Buck Humphrey Brown has
recently been issued by the MHS
division of archives and manuscripts (St.
Paul, 1983, 35 p.. $5.00). It contains
summary descriptions and lists of the
approximately 2,400 cubic feet of
correspondence, memoranda, speeches,
clippings, legislative materials,
campaign files. and related papers that
document Humphrey's career as mayor
of Minneapolis and as United States
senator and vice president. Family
papers, Muriel Humphrey's personal
and senatoria) files, and a brief
description of the society’s audio-visual
materials relating to Humphrey are also
included. Copies of the guide may be
ordered from the MHS business office
at 1500 Mississippi St.. St. Paul, Minn.
55101.

FRESH examples of Amierican Indian
cloquence appear in Annette
Rosenstiel's Red & White. Indian Views
of the White Man, 1492-1982 (New
York. Universe Books. 1983, 196 p..
$14.95). The book is divided into five
chapters. each covering a century
(beginning with the 16th). For each
chapter, the author provides not only a
historical overview of the general
period. but headnotes that sct cach
selection in context.

But it is the comments,
observations, and commentary of the
affected Tndian peoples that really

carries the book, as the author
intended. Anger, surprise, irony.
disbelief, conciliation, and resignation
all run through the various selections
from the recorded speeches and
writings of North and South American
Indians. As an added bonus, cach
quotation is illustrated with an
appropriate sketch, drawing, or
photograph depicting either the speaker
or some theme covered in bis words.
The artwork itself. some by whites and
some by Indians, provides a striking
perspective on the tragedy of
intercultural miscommunication.

Recent Locar HisToORY PUBLICATIONS

Elba-Elcor Reunion. 1897-1956: A
Collection of Memories.” [Virginia,
Minn.), 1982. 100 p.

Guelcher, Leslie A. The History of
Nininger: More Than Just a Dream.
Nininger Historical Chapter, 1982
333 p.

Medler. Meredith, Built on a Rock:
A Centennial History of Salem
Evangelical Lutheran Church,

St. Cloud. St. Cloud, The Church,
1983. 204 p.. $11.00.

125th Anniversary . . Young
America, Minn ., 1856-1981. Norwood,
Times Printing Co., {19817]. 100 p.

Orton. Mavude Bragg. Birth of a
Village: History of Walker, Minnesota.
1895-1905. Privately published. 1981.
n.p.

Peterson. Henry C. Eceleth: The
City on the Hill. Virginia, Iron Range
Historical Society, 1982. 64 p., $5.25.

Renville County Historical Book
1980. Dallas. Renville County
Historical Society. 1981. 542 p.

Sacred Heart Parish. Centennial,
1880-1981: “"Heritage of Faith.”
Freeport. 1981, n.p.

Severson, Harold. Blooming Prairie
Update. Blooming Prairie, lst National
Bank, 1980. 336 p.

Stottlemyer, John M. The First 100
Years. A History of Minnesota Transfer
Railway [St. Paul?], 1982. 16 p.

Swenson, Fay Cheney. Winthrop.
1881-1951. n.p.. 1981. 371 p.

Waubun Diamond Jubilee,
1907-1982. [ Detroit Lakes?], 1982.
126 p.

Where Quality is a 100 Year
Trudition: Abbott Northwestern
Hospital. Minneapolis, The Hospital.
1882. 36 p. Includes corporate annual
report.
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