
















Americans; Frederick C. Luebke ex­
plores Germans and politics. Folklorist 
Don Yoder and anthropologist John A. 
Hostetler discuss the Pennsylvania 
Germans and the Mennonites and 
Amish, respectix elx'. German scholar 
Reinhard Dorries takes on rehgion 
among German Americans; his fellow 
countryman Klaus Wust briefly sum­
marizes the German-American experi­
ence in the volume's final essax'. Editor 
and writer of the introduction Randall 
Miller has also provided excellent and 
well-captioned illustrations throughout 
the book. "In the end and in sum, ' 
notes editor Miller, " the essays suggest 
that in locating the elusive Germans in 
America, many Americans are, in sev­
eral ways, likely to find themselves. " 

T H E PUBLICATION ot Rendezvous: 
Selected Papers oj the Fourih North 
American Fur Trade Conference, 1981 
(St. Paul, 1984, 231 p . , $7.,50) is the 
final act in that meeting of fur trade 
scholars and entliusiasts at Grand Por­
tage, Minn., and Old Fort William, 
Thunder Bay, Out. Edited bx Thomas 
C. Buckley of the Universitx-of Minne­
sota, Minneapolis, the soft-cox er book 
includes a wide range of subjects in 21 
papers grouped into fix e parts: "The 
French and the Fur Trade, " "The Fur 
Trade Companies, ' "Indians and the 
Fur Trade, " '"Fur Trade Sites," and 
"Fur Trade in tlie Great Lakes Re­
gion. " 

The authors, from either Canada or 
the United States, are W. J. Eccles, 
Gratien Allaire, Olive Patricia Dicka­
son, Tiniothx F. Ball, Douglas A. Birk, 
Thomas Rosenblum, Jeanne Kax', Don­
ald F. Bibeau, Bruce Cox, Charles E. 
Orser, Jr., Tanis Chapman Thorne, Rob­
ert L. Whitner, Alan R, Woolxx'orth, 
Mary Shivers Culpin, Richard Borjcs, 
Ellen Rose Lee, Patricia .A. McCor-
iiiack, Eric J. Holmgren, Bruce ,M. 
White, Jenn i fe r s . H. Broxvn, Sylvia 
Van Kirk, and Julius F. Wolff', Jr, 

GUIDE to the Records of the American 
Crystal Sugar Conipany (St. Paul, 
1985, too p . , $5.00) is a comprehensive 
and extremely legible finding aid fir 
that remarkable collection of docu­
ments. Compiled by Daxid Carnii-
cliael, assisted bx Lydia .A. Lucas and 
.Marion E, .Matters, and issued by the 
division of archix cs and manuscripts of 
the Minnesota Historical Societx', the 
publication offers interested readers 
clear and concise entry to an enormous 
and important holding that includes 
corporate correspondence (financial 
records, minutes, labor records, com­

panx' pubhcations and so forth); scrap-
books of newspaper clippings about 
specific sugar factories; club minutes; 
photographs documenting factories, 
iiiactiinery, migrant laborers, companx' 
housing, and beet cultix ation; annual 
reports on other sugar companies; and 
records of American Crystal Sugar's 
predecessor and subsidiary companies. 
The judicious use of photographs adds 
pizzazz to this useful publication. 

THE FORMAT that Richard Olsenius 
and Judy A. Zerby used for their earlier 
Minnesota Travel Companion serves 
them xvell again for Wi.sconsin Travel 
Companion: A Guide to the History 
Along Wisconsin's Highways (Wayzata, 
Minn., Bluestem Productions, 1983, 
.327 p. , $12.95). The authors have di­
vided Wisconsin into 19 travel routes 
and, xx'ith the help of 98 maps by geog­
rapher Soiia Karentz Andrexx's and 
some 200 historical photographs, pre­
sent background on numerous toxvns 
and cities along, or a short distance off, 
each route. 

The longest route—Interstate 94 
fi-om Kenosha on Lake Michigan to 
Hudson on the St. Croix—starts the 
book. Other routes covered include 
Route .53 from La Crosse to Superior, 
Route 35 from Prairie du Chien to River 
Falls, and Route 8 from St. Croix Falls 
to Niagara. This is indeed a good "com­
panion " to take along on \ our travels in 
Wisconsin. 

TWO very different and useful books on 
historical textiles are now available. 
Crazy Quilts (New York, 1984, 128 p . , 
paper, $18.95) was xx'ritten by Penny 
McMorris, the producer-host of a pop­
ular television series, "Quilt ing" and 
"Quilting II. " Her book is a real sur­
prise and pleasure. Over the last 10 
years there has been a plethora of quilt 
books of little or no historical or schol­
arly value. This book stands out. Finely 
illustrated with 153 color and 31 black-
and-white photographs, Crazy Quilts is 
a real bargain. It includes a well-re­
searched account of this textile s popu­
lar impact on Victorian women, who for 
the first time moved the quilting me­
dium from the bedroom to the parlor. 
Among the remarkable quilts featured 
in the book is the MHS-owned Winter 
Carnival quilt by Elizabeth Waller. 

Florence Montgomerx' s long-
axvaited Textiles in America. 1650-1870 
(Nexv York, 1984, 412 p . , $;59.95) xvas 
xxell xx'orth the xvait. The volume deals 
primarily xvith decorator falirics, leax'­
ing some garment weights for another 
time. The dictionarx' is delightfiil, easy 

to follow, and well illustrated. The bib­
liography is an enviable product in it­
self a real inspiration to fellow re­
searchers. Scholars should especially 
enjoy the superb color plates of rare 
swatch cards illustrating items most 
have only read about—such as York­
shire long bays and woolen beax'er cloth 
from 1770. Marcia Anderson 

TIMELINE, a publication of the Ohio 
Historical Society, made its appearance 
in October, 1984. A glossy, four-color 
magazine printed on heavy paper stock 
xx'ith a wide and interesting assortment 
of articles (but no reviews). Timeline 
will be issued six times a year for a sub­
scription rate of $18.00. The initial 
issue almost coincides with the 100th 
anniversary of the founding ofthe Ohio 
Histoiical Society in March, 1985. Its 
publisher notes that the magazine's edi­
torial and production goal is "Quality of 
purpose, of writing, and of illustra­
tion. " The magazine's editor states his 
aim is to provide "sound scholarship in 
a readable and attractive sett ing," call­
ing for reader responses to the look and 
contents, and planning for a letters-to-
the-editor department . 

The articles themselves, liowever, 
are not footnoted, nor is there a real 
bibliographic essay following them. In­
stead, at tlie very end of the magazine, 
some of the authors xvere permitted to 
list four or five unannotated sources for 
additional reading. The articles range 
from a profile of a Quaker toxvn to an ar­
chaeological piece on a magnificent 
pipestone collection unearthed from an 
Indian mound in 1915, from a look at 
the relationship betxxeen Abraham Lin­
coln and his Oliio-boni friend and sec­
retary of xvar, Edwin M. Stanton, to a 
tirief piece on a Caruso performance in 
Coluiiibus, an autumn portfolio of Cur­
rier and Ix es prints with very little text, 
the story of the quest for information 
about another painting, a xvonderful 
word picture—with accompanying 
xxater color—of a 1930s speakeasy in 
Zanesx'ille, an article illustrated with 
many historic photos of Ohio train 
depots, and a photo and text essay on 
prairie remnants in the cemeteries of 
one part of the state. 

Clearlx the compilers decided not to 
choose a theme, but to approach their 
task eclectically, choosing pieces with 
good possibihties for illustration. The 
first issue is readable and attractive, as 
its editor had hoped, but the lack of 
documentation and of coverage of other 
publications on the history of Ohio and 
its region may disappoint some 
readers. 
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