
house, his views represented those of voters who did 
want an international organization that would not fail 
for lack of authority to act."" 

On October 21 FDR resumed his personal cam­
paigning in an open car in a chilling rain as he drove for 
four hours and 50 mdes from Ebbets Field in Brooklyn 
through Queens to the Bronx, then to Harlem and mid-
Manhattan and down Broadway. That evening he was 
to give a major speech to the Foreign Policy Associa­
tion. The president, who spent a "great deal of time on 
it," had lots of helpers—ten in all."' 

One concern was how to make political hay out of a 
speech on foreign policy. But Senator Joseph H. Ball's 
third question would provide the means to that end. So 
after that long, wet day of campaigning (demonstrat­
ing his physical vigor), the president sat at the dais, 
addressing members of the Foreign Policy Association, 
and answered Joe Ball's key question: 

"Peace, like war, can succeed only where there is a 
will to enforce it, and where there is available power to 
enforce it. 

"The Council of the United Nations must have the 
power to act quickly and decisively to keep the peace 
by force, if necessary. A policeman would not be a very 
effective policeman if, when he saw a felon break into 
a house, he had to go to the Town Hall and call a town 
meeting to issue a warrant before the felon could be 
arrested. 

'"So to my simple mind it is clear that, if the world 
organization is to have any reality at all, our Ameriean 
representatives must be endowed by the people them­
selves, by constitutional means through their represent­
atives in Congress, with authority to act.""' 

In the aftermath of that speech. Republican Sena­
tor Ball endorsed Democratic candidate Roosevelt. 
Three days later Dewey, speaking in Minneapolis, 
made some effort to accommodate Ball supporters, say-

" Before Willkie's death, there had been some skirmishes 
between him and Dewey over this issue of deploying Ameri­
can forces as part of an international peace-keeping force. 
Finally they agreed to disagree. Ball, though he voted for 
Dewey at the GOP convention, was a Willkie international­
ist. Smith, Thomas E. Dewey, 413-414; Sherwood, Roosevelt 
and Hopkins, 825. 

^ Burns, Soldier of Freedom, 525, and Rosenman, Work­
ing with Roosevelt, 480. The ten helpers were Harry L. 
Hopkins, Robert Sherwood, Samuel Rosenman, Benjamin V. 
Cohen and Charles E. "Chip" Bohlen (both from the State 
Department), Archibald MacLeish, Adolf A. Berle, Jr., Rus­
sell Davenport, Dorothy Thompson, and Raymond G. 
Swing. 

^ Quoted in Rosenman, Working with Roosevelt, 485. 
"̂ Stuhler, Ten Men of Minnesota, 141. 

"' The electoral vote margin was 432 to 99, the lowest of 
his four terms in office. In 1932, his popular vote was nearly 
23 mdlion; in both 1936 and 1940, the popular vote was over 
27 million. See World Almanac and Book of Facts 1982, 285. 

ing that while he "did not insist that the American 
delegate return to Congress to use force in a crisis," he 
did ask that "Congress be allowed to decide how much 
authority it would surrender to the President in regard 
to the use of force for collective security.""" 

Actually, the two statements were not very far 
apar t . But people were more likely to remember 
Roosevelt's homey analogy with the felon and police­
man in their home town. And for whatever reasons— 
politics or personal pique, as some have suggested— 
Ball stayed with his endorsement of FDR. And the 
incumbent president was returned to office receiving 
25,602,505 votes versus Dewey's 22,006,278 and the 
electoral votes of 36 of the 48 states."" 

IN ALL PROBABILITY, Roosevelt would have won 
without the help of the silly allegation by Harold Knut­
son and without the endorsement of Joe Ball. But each 
event, in its own way, provided essential ingredients to 
the fourth-term campaign. Knutson gave Roosevelt 
material for a rousing campaign speech that put to rest 
any rumors that the president was no longer "with it" 
or in some sense lacking his old political verve or even 
his capability of running the country. Ball asked a ques­
tion that helped him and others distinguish between 
the commitments of both candidates to an effective 
postwar collective security organization. 

Thomas E. Dewey, campaigning in Minneapolis 
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Four years later, in 1948 when Governor Dewey was 
once again the GOP standard-bearer, both Harold 
Knutson and Joe Ball went down to defeat. Dewey was 
upset by Harry S Truman in the most surprising elec­
tion of the 20th century. Knutson's conservatism and 
isolationism of three decades were no longer represent­
ative of the constituents of the sixth congressional dis­
trict. Joe Ball's support of FDR did not endear him to 
most Minnesota Republicans. Furthermore, his vigor­
ous support of the Taft-Hartley bill antagonized orga­
nized labor. His opposition to the very popular Mar­
shall Plan (he saw it as an inadequate and partial 
response to Soviet aggression) had bewildered middle-
of-the-road voters who applauded his internationalism. 
Finally, Joe Ball was to confront and lose out to a new 
party (Democratic-Farmer-Labor) and a new candi­

date (Hubert H. Humphrey)."" 
Two men of Minnesota—Harold Knutson in the 

House of Representatives and Joseph H. Ball in the U.S. 
Senate—played fascinating bit parts in the campaign 
history of the presidential election of 1944. It was not 
the first presidential campaign, nor would it be the 
last, with Minnesotans playing major or minor roles. 

"" Stuhler, Ten Men of Minnesota, 75, 139, 143-144. Min­
nesota voted for FDR in 1944 and for Truman by an even 
wider margin in 1948. 

The photograph on p.28 appears through the courtesy of the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, N.Y.; the cartoon 
on p. 31 is from the Nashville Tennessean. All other pictures 
are from the MHS audio-visual library. 

34 Minnesota History 


