


Four years later, in 1948 when Governor Dewey was
once again the GOP standard-bearer, both Harold
Knutson and Joe Ball went down to defeat. Dewey was
upset by Harry § Truman in the most surprising elec-
tion of the 20th century. Knutson's conservatism and
isolationism of three decades were no longer represent-
ative of the constituents of the sixth congressional dis-
trict. Joe Ball's support of FDR did not endear him to
most Minnesota Republicans. Furthermore, his vigor-
ous support of the Taft-Hartley bill antagonized orga-
nized labor. His opposition to the very popular Mar-
shall Plan (he saw it as an inadequate and partial
response to Soviet aggression) had bewildered middle-
of-the-road voters who applauded his internationalism.
Finally, Joe Ball was to confront and lose out to a new
party (Democratic-Farmer-Labor) and a new candi-

date (Hubert H. Humphrey).”

Two men of Minnesota—Harold Knutson in the
House of Representatives and Joseph H. Ball in the U.S.
Senate—played fascinating bit parts in the campaign
history of the presidential election of 1944. It was not
the first presidential campaign, nor would it be the
last, with Minnesotans playing major or minor roles.

» Stuhler, Ten Men of Minnesota, 75, 139, 143-144. Min-
nesota voted for FDR in 1944 and for Truman by an even
wider margin in 1948,

The photograph on p.28 appears through the courtesy of the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, N.Y.; the cartoon
on p. 31 is from the Nashville Tennessean. All other pictures
are from the MHS audio-visual library.

34 Minnesota History



