











LeVander wnd Rose | Spencer, the stue GOP
cohaar, would senve as ditecines. The public
Coming ol ok place on December 17 at the
Mavilawer Hoiel in Washingron, I C. An-
nouncing that he wis opening an office in the
nation's capital. Stassen 1old reporters, 1 do
mtend o be a candidare for the Rr!:.11h||.;;|:|
peamiinaion i 1948 Linenel 1o develop and
present a definite, consuuctive and progressive
progeam o ow Republican Party and on that
basis T intend to peymit my supporters to pre-
sent my niwme in Republican pomaries and
Republican conventions in 19487 Asked if he
were wuly a condidate, since he put the mattes
in the futare, the Minnesowan laughed, “Yes;
well, of courte | am il you want 1o put it thai
wav | am very frank and 1I|||,-rl _ﬂu'|||| i E

A vear later i December 1947, Stateen, sall
the anly candidate openly seeling the nomina-
tian, hegan emphasmng a major theme in his
CAMpaIgn the POWET 10 decide the nominaon
should belong o the voters, not hand-picked
delegates. Liveighing against the “presidenrial
pickers.” he charged that in was

thewr view thar the correct thing o do is o go
throigh very elaborate operations of looking
the other way, that ihe eiffcuh, hard conve-

Hiarald Stassen, abowtd 1950, uith siebsequent Republican povemors
Edwwand | Thyr (renter) and Luther W Yaungdahl (wight ), the hom
ARETY fain .".|_||II ke _||51"T.|' :f.IJ'I"'I.rq']IH.IJ'HJII rrpran il ion ol
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versal wsues of the day should be avosded and
the people should not be told our views upon
them These niders of regal reacuon hodd
that a position of phologenic avalabiliy
should be mainmined undl such tme as a key
group of thelr men. with delegates in their
pocket, make werrt deals for a nomina-

ton,”

While the Siassen ¢ Ampagn 's fundamenial
sirengih lay in the grass roots. it was directed by
a closely knig arganization imvolving prominent
figures from business and government. The
staffer destined [or the greatest prominence was
Warren E. Burger, appointed chief justice of the
LIS Supreme Court in 1969, The same age as
Stassen, Burger was a 5i, Paul linwyer who had
been acuive in Sussen’s gubernartorial cam-
paigns. He joined the presidential effort in
Janmuary 1948 as chief of siaff in charge of the
Minnesow campaign office. Lawer he was also
responsible for recruiting delegates ar the van-
ous state conventions and caucuses before lead-
ing the e¢ffort to enlist new delegates at the
national convenion, 1P

Although Burger assumed responsibility for
A great deal aof the EAImMpagn, Fits management
skills left someihing to be desired. Bernhard
LeVander found it necessary o send several
memaos, respedcful b ehiding in tone, remind-
ing the futtve chiel jusvce of necded wasks. In
Fehruary 1948, for example, LeVander com-
plained: “Just & reminder about posiers of Stas-
sen. They will do us no good sitting in the store-

 Bermbard W, LeVander o Ben Heingen, Dec. 5.
1946, and Neghbor lor Sasien. (exi of Stassen’s press
conference. box 97, Minnesora Republican Staie
Cenual Commitee Records | MRSCC)Y, Minnesona
Hetoneal Soncty, 58 Paol. Stasen’s approsch aiood
in sharp rehel w the more conventonal strategy of
senator Robert Taly, who 24 hours éarher sideniepped
2 queston aboa hos imenoons. Waikmgion Pest, Deg
Vi, 1946, p 3%, Dec. I8 1940, @, |

" Vi, Dwc. |, 1947, p. 10,

1P For example, Alfred Lindlev, a Hl.]]n-r;q'rnf-lm
antorney of the Pillsbusy family, oversaw the Minnesota
Fuid, which fimineed Stassen’s travels Amos Peaslee
of Mew Jeraey, an ambassador in the Eisenhowes
aclministiation. ran Stassen’s easiern headguariers in
New York, Ouhei aciive indwviduals included Jay
Caooke, gresi-grandson of the Civil War Anancier, lor-
mer Undersecretary of ithe Wavww Ralph Bard, and
Dnited Avilanes premdent Willinm Patierson: Trme,
Api. 26, 1946, p. 23=24; Harold Stassen, relephone
inerviews by author, Jan. 30, 1988, Aug. 9. 1989
James T. Panerson, Afe. Kepolshonn {Bosion: Houghion
Mifflia Ca., 1972), 511; Bembard LeVander. infervicw
by aunhayr, 50 Paul, July 19, 1985



room and should be allocated for use in the pri-
mary states.” Another memo that month report-
ed: “In checking up 1 find that some of our
State Managers have not as yet gotten the list of
managers in other states. . . . I thought we had it
understood two weeks ago that such a list would
be sent to all men in the feld.” A letter from
one campaign official, Robert Herberger, to
another, Daniel C. Gainey, grumbled, “Several
people here in Chicago gave me the same story
I have heard frequently in Minnesota—namely,
that it was next to impossible to get an answer
to any letters sent to Harold's St. Paul office . ..
it does make it difficulr for enthusiastic Stassen
workers to be constantly reminded of the fact
that letters to Stassen go unanswered.”!!

0 anagerial shortcomings aside, the
| Stassen organization was an efficient
team. In 1948, as from the start of his
career, the candidate’s true electoral
steel was an alloy of young people new to poli-
tics, forged to strength in the heat of a frenzied
crusade. In 1938 the Young Republican League.
which Stassen had organized, served as a font ol
eager volunteers. augmented by what T7me billed
as a “rowdy. pistolshooting horse-riding organi-
zation from the South St. Paul Stockyards, called
the ‘Hook-em cows.”"12 Actually consisting of
genteel Republican activists, this group distrib-
uted literature and urged voters to the polls. By
1948 Stassen oversaw a massive successor organi-
zation with the more dignified name, Paul
Revere Riders. The Riders stimulated and chan-
neled activist energy for Stassen and became a
force in the primary states.

-

Like Stassen himself, the enthusiastic vouth
that galvanized his campaigns were educated
and upwardly mobile; the Riders represented

less prairie populism than urban
professionalism. The Stassen-
ites considered themselves
reasonable, sophisticated,
and progressive voters. They
sought honest, efficient gov-
ernment as well as growing
national and international
markets, and Stassen's guber-
natorial record indicated that

he would be an
cffective means o
that end.!

While Stassen
took pride 1n the

I.Q;l‘: -

S-roots nature
of his eflfort, his
opponents held
the more tradi-
tional perspective
that party leaders
should choose the
nominee. A mema
prepared for can-
didate Robert Talt
of Ohio analyzing
Stassen’s campaign
techniques paint-
ed his efforts in
somewhat sinis-
ter colors: "The
modus operandi
of Harold E. Stas-
sen and his co-

horts 1s by this
time pretty well
known in political
circles: the thor-
ough tactics of infiltration into a contested area,
of bringing in outside workers, of the ‘Paul
Revere Riders™ etc.”!!

The Paul Revere Riders stood at the apex of
the Stassen for President Volunteers. The larg-
est component of this organization, however,
was the mighty Neighbors for Stassen, formed
in late 1946 and chaired by Daniel Gainey of
Owatonna and Isabel Gale of Mound. Its princi-
pal task was promotional—reaching the friends.
relatives, and acquaintances of Stassen support-
ers by letter and personal contact. This was a
ploneering concept, a campaign structure creat-
ed not to round up delegates and official party
backing but instead to create a blaze of grass-
roots support—with the hope that the resulting
heat would warm party leaders to Stassen.
L.eVander, the director of the Stassen for
President Volunteers, noted that the Neighbors

“has no direct relationship to the political oper-
ation ol seeking delegates [handled by the
Volunteers], but can have a substantial bearing

Il LeVander to Burger, Feb. 19, Feb. 20, 1948; G. R. Herberger 1o Daniel Gainev, Oct. 4. 1947—all box 97,

MRSCC Records.
12 Time, Apr. 29, 1940, p. 16,
13 Dale Kramer, “Progress of a Prodigy.”

N

mo Republic, Apr. 19, 1943, p. 13.

14 Unsigned, undated “Memo on Stassen,” box 1288, Papers of Robert Taft, Manuscript Division, Library of

Congress, Washington, D.C.
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Warren L. Burger, who divected Stassen’s
Minnesota campaign office, about 1944
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Financed by the Volunteers, the MNeighbors
i.]l-l1'r"1-'| na dues, mited no money, and solgh
o endorsements. Each MNerghbor was 10 locae
|I|T|.l|l=r' cager Lo i.,‘::&l[u_ni'-,qll i |-rr|- them -
formed of Stassen’s actividies, and convince
them 1o make their own contacis, The names of
ll mdividuals reached were seni 1o the :5|'~:|||1|}'~,
Minneapolis otffice where a eentral hie was cone
piled. The affice supphed kits conmining infor-
mancn about Stassen and a model lewer 1o use
WHRET WTILINE 10 acqualmiances. ™

By June 1947, according 10 an internal
memo, there were 4 100 Minnesota and 9, (000
out=al-srane h'r.'i_qh':»-'-r- representing every state
in ithe vnion, The memo noted, moreover, thar
these were recorded, mmimum Rgures By _1-1|1-
pary 1945 the enrcllment list had mushroomed
e nearly 30,000—mwice the number of GOP
workers on the national ]{r|:|I||:-||| an 'I.:-]1||!I'Ig'
ligt =" Frrr & [.‘!'.\l‘.l]'.:i:: at 40.000 in April 1948.17

‘.'Zlul-.l.g the summer of 1947, Mark A
Forgette, execunve director of the Neighbors,
began organizing voterspecihc subsidines of
the ""‘:‘f'.'lﬂ.;:..:L'l-.'-r:.. sich as Secvewanes [or Sasien
and Snidents for Stassen. For almost a vear he
dashed araund the counuy, leaving in his wake
(=gt [ ]|-e'|':.I INELICATCE 1.,|||, L2iNeEn ., vWElLErans, and orh-
ers in pro-Stassen groups, The specialization
somenmes reached onmsual exiremes. For
example, a man from Plpesione, Minnesota,
agrgantzed 3 Former FB.[. Agents for Stassen
club that eventually sentl hiterature o more than
100 members 1*

I very success rendered the Neighbors ob-
solete, as the Minneapolis office could no
longer effecuvely coordimaile the local contacs
burpeoning across the country. In March 1948
the group was replaced with a new organiza
gion, Cidzens for Stassen, which siill served as a
branch of the Stssen for Preusdent Yolunieers

Y LeVander, Stassen lor President Valunieers
Mirinesoiz Drasion, newsletier. Feb, 1], 1947, and
Mark Forgetie o Danicl (. Cainey, Jan. 3, 1945, bodh
ok O7, MRSCC Records

18 Mlark Feow
MRSCC Revoed

7 Mark Forgetis I‘1"|"|.'\-~.'|.| 1o Liaisvon Men on

cibe b Diear Siv. Mar 9 1947 bhox 57

&

Meighbors for Stssen,” June 23, 1947 Forgene to
'-.llllll.'l.. |J1| 1, 1948, bhrwh hax 7. MRS(OC Records.

1# See. for example. Mornig B Michell. Minneso
Lawyers o Stassen Commbttes newslener, Aug. |49
1947 LeVinder w Forgene, May 23, June 18, 1947
Marshall W. Houts 1o LeVander, Mar 2 1947 =al1
b 97, MRSCE Reconels
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10 reasons why | am for

HAROLD STASSEN
FOR PRESIDENT

- o pak I-l-J\. l.l.H.gl

X

1. Ha li fortheight, cowrageouws and con-
mud oo inlitien of lenderahip which
we niend.

9, Ha b an axcaptional sdministrater .
huﬂpmwd hé can maks governmant
work,

3. He h a racagniied autharity on fareign
affal . enaws how to deal with Rua-
Bin l.nd other world problems.

4, He s humanilarion . . wilh deep under-
standing of problemas of averajge oitizens,

5, Ha ls indapandant . ., blends conatruc-
tvely conservitive and Hberal views.
&, He hai vislen ond foreslght . | with im-

agination to think ahead.

7. He understands Amaericon problams
Hin hook “"Whare | Stand” has a puldthre
program for Americh

B. He is an able spoaker . . . Enows cam-
paigning. knawa how to reach the people.

9. Hali o vatwron . . . underatands the prob-
lema of veterans and youth.

10. Ha can win . . . aibracts support of all
groups; has tremendous personal and
polit appeal.

“He is a polent contender ineveasingly likely ta won
WITH OUR HELP! " procliinni e tmvide of fhn
Meaghheas for Staven brochure, | 94748

Now, hipwever, coordinaiion was deceniralized
through a nationwide network of volunteer
groups chanered by the Minneapohs headguar-
iers. Seeking 1o preserve local Naver and main-

tain prominent roles for individuals, each group
was 1o enroll no more than 25 members.
Chapters were advised 10 undertake activities
they could maost effectively carry ow, for exam-
ple. sponsoring the formadon of ar least four
other chapters, pramoung special groups such
as Siudens or ¥Veterans for Stasten, concentrat-
ing an fund raising for the national campaign,
.-;r'fm-mmg a contact commitlee 1o visit loecal
Republcan leaders and urge them to suppon
Harold Stassen.™

Citlzens lor Stassen represented an evolu-
tion in the campaign. yet the outside-party-
channels philosophy remained the core feature,
“By showing great popular support for Harold
Stassen, delegates will be influenced w support
him at the conwvention,” a Citizens flyer noted,
The crux of demonsirauing popular support,
however, was defeating his rivals in the pri-
maries, ¢specially those in which a rival was
favored 1o win. It was this strategy that wrned
Stassen from a dark horse to a temporary fron-
runner

n Wednesday morning, April 14, 1948,
Robert Taft stood in the Senate cloak-
room glumly warching the returms from
the Nebraska primary come through a
news ticker. A colleague asked, "Ts Stassen soll
winning?™ “Yes,” Tal replied. adding hopefully,
“But Dewey and | together have more votes
than he has.” The senator was correct, bul just
barely; in the fnal returns Sassen receved 43
pereent of the vowe, while Dewey followed with
15 percent and Taft placed third with 11 per-
cent. Six davs earlier. a Stassen supporter, excit-
ed by the candidate’s siunning Wisconsin -
umph, exclaimed. “The prawries are on fire and
geting hotter for Stassen all the nme.™ They
would never be hoier than in the aftermath of
these two back-to-back wins. following an
impressive showing wn New Hampshire,

While publicly inveighing against the svs-
tem, Stassen was practical enough o work assid-
uougly 1w conrt parry leaders This was particu
larly true in Wisconsin. where he won over
Thomas E. Coleman, the former state GOP
chanman who siill served on the pary commit-
tee and repuredly controlled a vast political
machine Through Coleman, Stassen secured
the suppori of Senator Joscph R. McCarthy,
whom Victor Johnston, Stassen’s publicity direc-

¥ Here and helow, Uitizen for Stassen, "How 0 Ovganuae a Chapter of Ciizens for Sussen,” n. 4., box 97,

A RS I_,nl'l vl
X Time, Apr. 19, 18 p. 20, Apr. 365, 1045, p. 23
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tor, had served as a campaign aide and adminis-
trative assistant. Johnston was convinced thal
Willkie's 1944 drubbing i the Wisconsin jpresi-
dential primary could be ascribed 10 his effion-
tery o party leaders, 3 mistake Stassen should
not repeal. "Care should be mken,” he advised,
“not o ... antagonize the regular Republican
organization” by endorsing delegate candidates
not accepiable to the party leadership. "Thas
does not mean,” he continued, “thar hide-
bound veactionanies should be selected bui ot
musl be remembered ar all imes that these del-
egaies are Tunning as Repuhlicans ™!

Indeed. the Stassen campaign had launched
a frennedd ellort to coure puarty leaders al the
Wisconsin Republican siate comvention in the
summer of 1947, Success was limited, and
prnminrnl offcials planied themselves in s
opponents’ comers, particularly that of Douglas
MacArthur, who enjoved the support of formes
Progressive Governor Philip . La Follewe and
Secreary of Stare Fred B Zimmerman . While it
was unclear o what extent Republican regulars
would be able 1w reconcile themselves w work-
ing with La Follette, Zimmerman’s acuivism
seemed o dangerons threat o Stassen. The see-
retary of state emploved his office 25 2 ventable
campaign headguarters, sending our Mac-
Arthur herature—apparenty at state expense
MeCarthy prompdy ene-upped him, mailing a
pro-3tassen letier on officiaHooking s@ationary
with U.S, Senaie lenerhead.?*

Orficial support was lukewarm in Wisconsin,
but Stassen faced a down-right hostile GOP
stucture in MNebraska. Two years earlier he had
supporied then-Governor Dwight Griswold's bid
ta wrest the Republican senatorial nomination
from the 1solatioenist incumbent Hugh Butler
and received a stinging rebuke in Butler's nwo-
to-one victory. With some glee the Chirage
Tribune asserted its belief that the defeat ren-
dered Stassen "as dead politically as Willkie
afier the Wisconsin primary in 1944." Stassen
now faced a senator in control of a powerful
slatewide machine and hankering for revenge.

taken i the form of active support for Tafe?? In
each prianary state, then, Stassen clearly had w
lock [or suppoit i some other place than the
party higvarchy,

Sraszen’s sirategy, hi:g'inn'mg with Mew
Hampshive, was 1o run 2 highly personal cam-
paign an the prass-roots level, As a midwesterner,
he never developed in the Granite State the
large. devoted following that would appear lar
him elsewhere, [ndeed, as suppoiters of Dwagha
D Eisenhowe 13Egan urganitiug A camp:-tjgn
before the general’s chsavowal in lare Januarr,
Stassen sought to duck a contest in the suate
entivelv. He miged the Dewev-loe-Presiden:
Torces o join him in convincing New
Hampshire Senator Styles Bridwes
io hecome a favonie-son candi-
date. hoping thar a Bridges
slate of delegates would defer
any show of sirength by
Eisenhower unul the campaign
moved 1o Wisconsin, where
Swassen faced betrer odds.
Preferring for the same reason
to make his stand in the East,
Dewey, governor of Mew Yark,
refused the gambig #

50 Smssen plowed ahead. running as il [or
shenll, shaking hands and kissing babies. The
Coneord Daily Aonter called i the "meast unosual
Presidennal primary campaign in Mew Hamp-
shire history” noting the candidares’ different
methads: the Dewev campaign “prepared an
avalanche of 10,000 pieces of mailed literatore,”
while Stassen embarked on a “whirlwind” tour,
including speeches and receptions. Similarly,
the Portimenth Herald observed. "Mre Siassen
approaches the presidency with no sign of old-
line parry affiliation. . . He was frank in his
opinions, engaging in his manner. and he made
na abjecr bows 1o the powerlul state Republican
machine, ... Dewey, on the other hand. rode
mle o sate on a well-oiled machine created
1o grind ocut votes and pass our political
appointments,” 2

b Sesen, telephone interaew by anthor, Aug. 7. 1858, Vic Johaston, “Plan for YWisconsin.™ bos 97, MRSOC

Recaords.

* Forgeute to Gainey, June 14, 1947, box 97, MRSCC Recoidy, Nep Yok Tower, Ape. 4, TR, see, 6 p. 12
Waseomsin State fourrod Mar. 10, 1948, p. 6, Mar. 26, 1948, p. 6. A soaw poll iaken an the convenion showed Dewey
with 321 votes to Stassen s 286; Joseph MeCanhy wo “Dear Folks” Mir 31, 1945, box FIRE, Taf papers

B Chicage Tribune, quoted in Tiwe, Mar, 25, 104G, oo 22-2%: | AW, 1o Robein Talt. June 30 1948, bos T2RS. Taly

papers.
28 Caneord Dy Mosidor, Jan. 19, 1925, p. 1, &,

I Conenrd Draily Monitor, Feby, 28, 1828 p. 1t Partsmautk Herald, auoted in Coverd Pl Morator, Fel 38, 1945,

p 4,
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"The Hepublicans could win with Stassen.”

A dyramp, freuaed dabing Repuvblima pawy san adn in T80, ol ihe conntny
il banay

v vgadidare maw be w man wbe se farniel wieeeng imdevhap. o dn g poog' b
b il

e frovm a cambaimm boakiel cevcwda mn Srefen,
ge f paaigm bookl lated in Owgon, 1948

I the March G primaiy, six Dheteey rlc'lcg'.r:c
candidates were elecied. agaims o for Stassen.
Reartion (o the vole was mixed, ranging rom
the Wivromun Stale fowrmals view thal i was a set-
back for Smsen 1o the Associated Press repor
that the Minnesotan had “kept himacll n the
thick of the vace ™ Joseph MeCanthy went so far
ag o predict thal Dewey would withdraw [rom
the reit of the pomaries after the “squeaker in
his own backyard. ™

Hurmping 1o Wisconun, Stassen began what
waild he his standard mode of vravel while
campaigning in ithe primanes—a chariered bus
that ook the candiclaie and aitending reparicrs
wherever a crowd might be gathered. The bus
was somewhat ol an innovarive wdea. Tn 1944 in
Wisconsan, Willkie, hopimg for a second nomp-

nation, had used a caravan of cars, which
proved awkward. Trains and airplanes had obw-
ous drawbacks in a rural state. With the rem
sears of the bus removed, reporters (usually
four or fve, allhmlgh in the final week this
number jumped o more than a dozen) were
provided with a work table for their typewriters
and a mimeograph machine. Bemween Lowns
Stassen ypically held impromptu press canfer
ences; when the bus arrived ar s destinauon, a
messengel from Western Union collected and
Aled the news stories recorded on the road.®?

Srassen's ininal prospects did not look good.
A straw poll conducted by a Green Bay radio su.
tion in mid-March showed MacArthur the clear
favorite, with Stassen placing a distant thigd
behind Dewey. Moreover. Stassen was In"ing
heavily outspent. According to repons filed with
the Wisconsin secretary of state on March 50
Dewey had used §2% 354 up to that pomn=—a
considerable sum, though less than the 29,67
spent by MacArthur, Swssen's energeiic grass-
roows campaign had expended a mere §14.861
Undaunted, the Minnesotan stepped up his
campaign, altracting réspect and atlention
“Here is Mr. Stassen,” observed one editorial
echoing an increasingly typical sentiment,
“tounng the hamles of the smie, volunteering
his views on the most explosive 155ues
Conirast that formula wath those of Gov Deéwey
out in Albany. He hasn't said six words on 3
naticnal o international problem. And he gives
no one a chance 1o ask him. 3

On 2 Sawrday afiermoon in early April, 150
University of Wisconsin smdents, calling them-
gelves the Siassen Minutemen, went door w
door m Madison. dispensing campaign litera
mire and UIEINg vOters (o the polls. Already at
work were the Paul Revere Riders, who drove
around leafleiing doorways and parking low. In
the week before the elecnon, 8340 carloads of
Riders had blanketed 1,000 towms and villages
Meanwhile, Stassen supporiers were celehrating
mud. Recent rains had soaked farmland, which
Wilbur Renk, a farmer and Stassen-delegate
hopeful, saw as a good sign: “Farmers won't be
in their feleds by elecaon day And thart’s
good for Stssen, who s strang an the farms”
The weather forecast for election day called for
partly clowdy skies with scattered showers, ™

i Wiy Sdinie fowrrnad, Mar, [0, 1948, K b 10 fAssocmied Pross quoLe

= Wisiswnen N |frl.-rrurl-l' H.H: ‘.l', i'J-I!l. P ||:|

= Wiwomain Siole fosrraad, Mar. 17, 1948, [ 21, Mar. 26, 1948, (BN [} ﬁhhal.ru.-#.r_}numr:.l’. Mar, 30, 1948, [0 6,
MW ensin Stk foend, Ape, 4, LIS, B 1 Richacd Morion smith. Theueas £ Deaey and Hiv Timer (New York:
Simon andl Sehiwier, VOS2, 85, Mufuwasker fornad, dpe 1, 1848, p 98
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The hoped-lor rain dirl not materialize, but
it hardlv manered for Stassen. The resulss weie
not even close. Nineteen of Stassen's delegate
candidates were elected, MacArthur finished
second with eight. Dewey received none

he impact of the election was best pul by

the Wisranom S.l!ﬂtffu;mmaf: "“Wisconsin has

given the nation—and the world—some

thing startding—and refreshing—to think
abour By lifiing Harold E. Srassen 1o a wemen-
dous, phenomenal victory, it has given notce
that the people demand the voice in making
their president this time. [t tells the anxious
kingmakers that the Republican nominee
15 not to be picked from a smoke-
filled room.” Ancther editorial
nipted thar "Harold Stassen rav-
eled the highways and bvways,
he mlked o the peaple, he siat-
ed his views frankly.” This did
Nl IMPress everyone. Taft dis-
mizsed Stassen’s victory as due
merely to personal campaign-
ing. Alsoy r]mm-:l::]z'!.ring the vicio-
ry was Diewey, who managed 10 say
that April 6 had been a “prewy good
dav” for him, He noted ihat the delega-
tion from New York would provide him with 90
convennon seats, which alone gave him a hefrv
lead in the delegate counedt

Dewey missed the paint. Unlike any GOP
candidate in the history of the party, Stassen
had bypassed the leadership and propelled him-
self o the front of the pack m what sindicated
columnist Mavquis Childs called a “minor reve-
ution."* The upcoming Nebraska contest pre-
sented the opporiunity (o strengthen his posi-
ton, yer there seemed insuperable obstacies. In
additien to the Butler machine, the liberal
imtetnatonalist vole was split by the most unwill-
ing placement on the ballot of Michigan
Senator Arthur Vandenberg, whase views were
similar 1o Stassen’s and who was nol planning o
mun for the pn:sidtnq".
Vandenberg’s dilemma stemmed from the

machinations of the Nebraska Bi-Partisan
Committee, the hrainchild of 32-vear-old

W Wiseonsin Stade fournal, Apr. 8, 1948, p. 1. 2

STASSEN

Raymond McConnell Jo As echitor of the Jowraal
newspapers in Lincoln. MeConnell had no
interest in a boving primary and formed his
commiltee o pull every passible contender mito
the race. He reasoned—correcily—that no
polincian could afford a humiliatng loss. Onece
on the ballor, a candidate would be compelled
to campaign in the state o delend his honor
Vandenberg, however, had no desire 1o get in
Srassen’s way in Nebrazka and biverly resented
being placed on the ballot. Stassen could only
praise the senator and denv that he saw Van
denberg as a threat '
The Minnesotan could have pointed our
thar his commioment w internatonalism
precdated that of the Michigan sena-
tor, While Minnesota and is GOP,
led by Senators Ermest Lunceen
and Henrik Shipstead, had in
the late 1930z been a sturdy bul-
wark af solationism, by the late
19405 Stassen had thoroughly
refashioned the party, giving ic a
more active, eager posture
toward fn-rrign affairs. By his
own account, s internauonalism
was less a product of philosophical
refleciion than palitical calculation: ]
looked at the enlistment rates in the navy,”
Stassen recalled many years later. °[ found that
Minnesota had the highest enhstment rate per
100 m the connty . .. 1 looked at that and said,
Isolatiomism, helll”™ By the time he served as
Willkie's floor manager at the 1940} Republican
convention, he was fAirmly planted m the inter
nagonahst wing of the GOPM
Stassen had inidated his Nebraska campaign
long before McConunell set aboul his schemes,
By late 1947 the Mmnesotan had won the sup-
poer of State Senator Fred A Seaten. whao
agreed 1o serve as his Nebraska campaign man-
ager. In January 1948, ar Stassen’s request.
LeVander Mew to Oimaha o meel with Seaton,
In a memo to Warren Burger, LeVander related
that Seaton had called attenton to ihe “ntter
lack of any Stassen organizanon in Mebraska”™
where the stte GOP "is predominancly Taft s
this Lime.™

7
i/

M Wisconsir State fournald, Apr, 7, 148, p. 6.9 Mibwauber fowrnad, Apr, 7, 1945, p. 16
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Undaunied, Stassen hurled himself at the
contest, engaging in virtually nonstap personal
nnrnp.:lignml_: O ,'l.r:-r:'l 10 his arganizauon
played its Anal ace. as the Paul Revere Riders
1ok to the sireets. Roughly 1000 Stassen sup-
porters piled inmo some 250 cars, driving o
nearby towns 1o greet people and diseribuee
Swassen materials. The volunteers reached more
thian 400 iowns and cities i all 93 counties and
handeed out 125,000 pieces af literaniees %

Oin the moming of Apnl 13, a3 Nebraskans
were going w the polls, Swassen and his wife
Esther, attended a breakfnst hosted by the
Nebraska campaign stall in honor of his borey-
first burthday. Then they departed for Si. Paul,
where they soon stared recewing calls from
exoied :1'.:|'-p-:-r1cr-. !'-T'IIITL e moment rciurms
began o0 be :rflrl-;ru:rl Stassen never lost the
lead. Dewey could muster viciories wn only 7 of
the 93 counues. In the largest cimout for a pri-
mary in Mebraska hstory, Siasen puljrni R 592
wiles—an amarnng 43 percent of the wal in a
seven-candidare feld. Dewey trailed with 33 per
cent, while Tafi garvered a surprisingly dismal
11 percent. Far behond, with less than 5 perceni
each, Anished Vandenberg. MacArthur, Earl

Warren. and [oseph Marun in that arder

residential aspirants rarely entered pri-
maries in the home state of any oppo
nent. An outlander was not hkely 1o win
against a hometown hero, and nobody
wanted to be unged with defeal. Moreover,
opposing a candidate on his home ground
could mrn a patental ally inte a bimter engémy ol
the nanonal canvention. Thus, Stassen’s decs-
10T §0 AT agairm Tab i Ohio rised eyebrows
[he choice was not made cavahierly. In the
summer af 947 Sraszen went o Columbos w
deliver an address. Accompanying him was
LeVander. who desernibed the wip in a memeo o
Fred |. Hughes, a 51 Cloud attorney. Hughes
responded, arguwing forcefully agamst challeng
g Taft on his home mrf. [t appeared, Hughes
noved, that Stassen’s recepuon in Ohio “lacked
the spontaneity and drive which characterizes
our affaire™ As a resuli, “we should stay ow of
Ohio_. The small numencal gam, as well as the
i;'rgrr p-ﬂ'-'hh'!-‘-gl-':l.] which would come fiom a
few delegates garnered in Ohio, would not juste
fy owr risking the loss of a fmicndly dupouson.”
Persuaded, LeVander urged Stassen to pass
Disagreeing was Earl E. Hart, a Buckeye-
state mative and the manager of Stssen s Wash-
ingran, D.C.. headquarters. In November. at
Stassen’s request, Hart visited Dayton. Cleve
land, Youngstown, Toledo, and Akron and came
back enthusiastic. "1 have old the governaor,

s

Hari wrote LeVander, “there are Stassen dele-

Tiolaiionad and internairmnalisty .l".’.—l.l'u.lfn'.l.' i rresidendinl nommes
Wendell Willkse feenter), with Stassen anad Mmnesote y 005
Senator Hemnk .‘J"lr_;‘nh'urll, I Gff

garcs in Crhio if he wanted oo gn in there and
get them.” A distraught LeVander hred off his
own memo o Stassen, in which he objecied tha
Hart's conclugsions “do not seem entrely war
ranted by what he reporw the feeling i a1 the
meetings. I these men advise us 1o sty our of
Ohio grang Tafi the right of way, it is hard o
me o conceve how they would he willing 1o

]

carry on the canpaign on vour behall

Hart, however, was determinad. In Janoary
1943, before Stassen made a final decision, Hart
visited his home stare to organize a slate of dele-
gate candidares. In an extraordinary memo 1m0
LeVander, he noted that Siassen would not
decide unul the end ol the month bt acted as
if the matter were settled: “This was a hard decr
sion for the governor (o make and of course 1t s

a big gamble. However my judgment is we

can win soine dele gales

W Canivhe Warld Mrald -".:'tul 12, 1948, i 2

W Nebwoaka State fowmnal Ape. 14, 1948, p. L

* Hughes o LeVander, Aug. 232 1947, box 899, MRSCC Records; LeVander imerview, July 19, |98

“ Harn o LeVander. Dee. 8. 1947, and LeVander to Stassen, Dec. 11, 1947, boih box 100, MRSCC Reconds
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Whatever reasoming Stassen mav have
emploved in taking Ham's advice. 2 monumen-
ral mascalenlavion lav ar s core: Stassen’s con-
viction that vnionized workers in industrial
areas, angered by the Talt-Haritley Labas
Management Relations Act of 1947 thar restnict
ed orgamized labor. would vent their hosnlity by
voting against its principal sponsor. Yet only
days after Stassen commatted himsell ta a
Buckeve State contest, 2 Gallup poll reporied
that voters were becoming less—not more—
sympathenc o mgauwrrl labaor’s effort 1o repeal
or revise Tafi-Harlew

More imporiant. Stassen was trapped by his
own effort to re@in his support amaong the well-
heeled while winning over workers. In 1947 lus
CAMPAIEN OFFanization had celebraied hos
inflpence 1n shaping the Taft-Hatley act MNow,
seeking labor support, Stassen focused on his
differences with it. In particular, he cridicized
the section that required all union officers o
sign affidasies thar they were not Communists
"It 15 against the American grain,” he charged
The Taft campaign pounced o the inconsisten-
cv of objecting 1o the anti-Communist pravi
sions of Tafi-Hartley and Stassen’s support [o
outlawing the Communist Party

Pressing his advantage, Talt marshaled all ol
his resources (o focus on Stassen'’s recorvd on
labor. Eatly in 1948 the Congressional Joini
Commites an Laboc-Management, chalred by
Stassen’s Minnesora nemesis, Bepublican
Senator Joseph Ball, and having Taft as second
ranking member, launched an mvestipgation of
Stassen's labor vecord in Minnesota "with & view
to making a comparison with the restriction
LpOn unions pri waded by the Thft-FHariley laban
|.1'n " [.|‘|-I'Jr'||.|-. .'_-|t|r-|w.~='q. |!‘|I+'| |rr|1!|ll‘! {lla the
committee, reported, "Generally speaking. the
Minneswota law W considerably more drasic™ in
deiling with internal regulanion, the fight o
sirike, and enforcement of labor laws, Shrover’s
points surfaccd in Talt's public remarks in the
r|.’.-||'|H :'r_ql,:\ .:1|_ :h-r i ,;Ir'|'.'|_J.|||4'-l L

The result of the May 4 primary was mixed

o Aebemikn "|..|..:.'rl|'.-ll.ll| il Fel, TH, |54d p {

i |":||“=n —rpr_.urr.'. l! it wel | worily i I|.: Fyrria |||'|I.1. the

2 Address of Harold E. Suesen at Macomber High
1M :.Fn-ul nndated mema o Robert Tali, horth has | 7HA

URTHFIERD &
N"EW-

Hi'lff.'n"lll'n'r il Jlll_."-'l""imIl Hobert A, Taft ine Nenthfield, abond 19435

[l caplured 14 of the 23 disiricta where
Stadsen had competed lor delegates, leaving 9
to the Minpesotan, While each side gamely
declired victory, the Oregon Daily fomal [elr
thut the elecuon had damaped both CHIMPS, o
sigiificant opimion since Oregon was the site of
the next—and final—pramary on May 21, which
would pit Stassen and Dewey in a one-on-one
conbesp

Sucldenly, 11 was as thoogh the identioes of
the rwo men had been ~.'.-..'||r.|'|r1',| [ewey began

School. Toledo, Oheo, Apr. 220 1048 . 10 11, and
Talt Paperi |.:p||-|' t:l.t"'.\lr'l" of Taft H.-le:-., '|'|I. ":l,m-\;,-u

fimal verduet sesembles the proposuls maude by Srassen,

L1 i'.. o 1||“|p|r|rf| AT M NET IRRNEs, ||||.|.l.l"|||"|\ _|u.||1|'.l' '|.|r'll.. N ST mEnusines, FI_ |":1|,‘!|. |||.||_;| '.!:.1L|_"|._
and weondary boyeors; Minnesoge Letter, June 12, 1947, p. 1-2, box 97, MRSCC Records
B Thomas E Sloover o Roben A Tali, Apr. 23, 1548 bax 1988, Tuh PCHphET S Stbsserin hadl Ay ol Ball e

the Senace in 1940 and sopported him for electon i 1942, The owo hagd a sevwas Balling oan my 1844, when the

Lo a PR 1|||i'|1|.||1h"|. H-\. 4l 11 aAgainsg T humas Diewey TIH"‘ i

il ".r"ll iz, Al stade F-'J'_l_'l_..'lllf:'l\ 'I-h-'|'lf|'11,.'.

Sianaen Feli ihat Ball had “sold our™; I.I.!.fl.lll Ball o aiehor. Jume 18 198N,
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Thomas E. Dewey campaigning in Minneapolis, probably 1944

appearing at local barbecues and state fairs.
smiling benignly at small children and hanging
ribbons around prize hogs belore showing his
teeth to shocked reporters. Stassen, meanwhile,
was ... where? In Ohio? West Virginia?
Arkansas? With a breathtakingly overcrowded
schedule, he was fiddling in relatively unimpor-
tant places while his chances in crucial Oregon
burned to the ground. “We kept telling him,
screaming at him, to come out there,” LeVan-
der recalled. "When he finally came, he was in
bad shape physically. . . . he was a sick man, run-
ning a 102 degree temperature.” Suttering from
the flu and wearied by a grueling schedule,
Stassen could not make up the ground he had
lost to Dewey. territory Stassen had commanded
only weeks before the primary. Indeed, the New
Yorker had considered abandoning the Oregon
contest, thinking it hopeless. 4

Poor scheduling was only part of the prob-
lem. More serious was a major tactical error
Stassen had made almost one year before: to tar
Dewey with the brush of Communist sympathy.
In June 1947, in a nationally broadcast radio
address, Stassen had recited conventional wis-
dom that labor disputes could be traced to
Communists. He then specifically identified

New York City as a seedbed of communism and
called for a bipartisan program to root out the
party, developed and implemented “through
the cooperation of the President and the Attor-
ney General of the United States, the Governor
and the Attorney General of the State of New
York, the Mayor and the Prosecutor of the City
of New York.” If the point was too subtle,
Stassen closed by noting that before his election
as governor, Minnesota, like New York, had
been “one of the centers of Communist activi-
ty.” He had rid the state of the scourge. and now
“for years Minnesota has had less than her share
of national Communist difficulties.” Finally,
he demanded that the Communist Party be
banned.*?

Tom Swaftord, a young program director at
radio station KPQOJ in Portland, seized on the
idea of a debate between the two Republican
candidates, focusing on the issue. Quickly orga-
nized, the debate was scheduled for May 17.
Stassen, who had only recently appeared in the
state, arrived in Pendleton the day before,
already behind schedule. After hastily greeting
600 people at the airport, he launched a furious
day of personal campaigning, with no time for
rest and study. Larry Howes, a reporter for the
Oregon State Jouwrnal, observed, "Although still
energetic, Stassen was beginning to show the
strain of . .. campaigning.” Weary and ill, Stas-
sen met Dewey for the pivotal debate 47

The contest focused on the question “Shall
the Communist Party in the United States be
outlawed?” and was carried by 900 radio stations
nationwide. Millions of listeners tuned in: when
the debate began, telephone operators reported
that long-distance calls dropped by 25 percent.*

Those who listened heard Stassen self-
destruct. Swafford recalled that the Minnesotan,
responding to Dewey’s opening statement, “was
wearing the kind of hall smile a boxer puts on
after taking a damaging blow when he wants the
judges to think it didn’t hurt. The radio audi-
ence couldn’t see that, of course, but it could
hear the uncertain, diffident delivery that had
replaced the earlier booming confidence.” The
one-hour debate was a disaster.

Ourcampaigned, outspent, and outdebated,
Stassen was stopped in his tracks. In a heavy

4 LeVander interview, July 19, 1988; Smith, Dewey and His Times, 26.
' Harold Stassen, “Address of Harold E. Stassen over the National Broadcasting System,” June 14, 1947, UPA
6, University Archives and Records Center, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

7 Oregon Daity Journal, May 16, 1948, p. 2,

5 Here and below, Tom Swafford, telephone interview by author, Aug. 28, 1988; Swafford, "The Last Real
Presidential Debate.” American Hevitage 37 (Feb —Mar. 1986): 69, 71: Oregon Daily fournal, May 18, 1948, p. 1.
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rnout on May 21, Dewey garnered 113,350
votes o Stassen’s 104211 i the winneranke-all
race. The next morning Stassen. al his home in
S5c. Paul, conceded 1the election to Dewey
Staffer Warren Burger blamed the cefleat on
“the most monumental cammpaign we have yet
been up Jg;linsl."*'-"

fter the end of the primary season, the
candidates. and thewr supporiers headed
toward Philadelphia for the national
comvention in late June. The Swmasen
forces could not dispel the nouon that their hal
loen had been punciured. Snll, they gamely
micd o revive enthusiasm. According o News.
weeh, “For sheer noise and circws acies the Sias-
sen demonstration ouldid all others.” going so
far as 1o parade a young girl through the hall 1n
a boat while demonstraiors screamed, “Man the
oars, ride the crest, Harold Stassen, he's the
best!” But on the first ballot Suassen could only
muster 157 votes to Tafi's 224 and Dewey's 434
Thereafter his support melied away %
Regrettably for Stassen, the ume had not yet
arrived when primary veters would decide
which candidate would receive each pariy's
prc-.sitlcn'lial nod, for in the fve F]Iil'ﬂiﬂ.ﬂl:'ﬁ he
entered, the Minnesotan won a watal of 806,906
voles—maore ithan any oiher candidaie, Dewey
did 1ot run in Qhio, but in the four contests
where both competed, Stassen outpolled Dewey
641D o 345 40, Siassen’s victaries had pro-
pelled him o the forelvont of Republicans
nationwide. By May L1948 he had surged 1o an
impressive lead in a Gallup poll measuring sup-
port for each candidate, besung second-place
Dewey 37 to 24 percent™
The Oregon primary, however, remaved any
aura of invincibility Stassen had gencrared. In a
state unclutered with favorite sons, with neither
candidate enjoving 4 regional advantage, Dewey
wion decisively, As a result, delegation chairmen
saw little reason to support a candidate who
had, after all, iricd to wrest their nominating
power from them by creating a public demand

Flyer from the Oregon primary campaign, highlighting Commursts

in Newa ¥k

for his selection, In the end, Dewey, heavily
favored 1o win in November 1948, lost 1o Demo-
crat Harrey 5. Truman in a cliff-hanger election
While the Republican nomination had
escaped Stassen. the Minnesotan and his eam-
paign organizanon effected a major change in
the tactics of secking party endarsement
Beginning with the Eisenhower nomination
effort in 1952, candidates would appreciate the
pOwWEr ol huifdulg maaneniun m the prmanes
Perhaps this is Stassen s imost impnrum ]l:l_.:'.lﬂ'

R W. Hichoock o Fellow Delegaies, June 3. 1948, box 1385, Tal pmpers; Cvgue Daily forual May 21

1848 p. 1
T Juiky 5, 1948, p 16

S In conirast 8o this popular suppori, anly 77 of the L% delegates o the Bepobhoan nabional comratian
had been chisen by primary voiers to suppon specific candidaies: 45 for Stassen, 18 (or Doy, ad 14 for Tal
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