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An untrammeled wilderness, for example, al-
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For an excellent database of the National Wilderness Preservation System—everything from maps to management 
issues--see www.wilderness.net.



 Marshall first gained national prominence as a writer with a 
seminal 1930 article, “The Problem of the Wilderness.” In de-
scribing the self-sufficiency required in wilderness, he wrote, 
“This is inconceivable under the effete superstructure of 
urbanity; it demands the harsh environment of untrammeled 
expanses.” Zahniser quoted this article extensively, including 
this sentence, in his lengthy 1949 essay for the Legislative 
Reference Service of the Library of Congress.1

Marshall used the word untrammeled twice in his well-
known 1937 article for Nature Magazine, “The Universe of the 
Wilderness is Vanishing.” Describing a remote Rocky Mountain 
lake, for example, he wrote: “Everything about the place, from 
the bright green sedges that surrounded the lake, to the lodge-
pole-covered mountain sides that rose from its shores, to the 
rock-covered pinnacles that jutted far above it, was a perfectly 
new, untrammeled world, just as it had come fresh from the 
dawn of time.” Zahniser, who had been writing a monthly col-
umn for Nature since 1935, quoted from Marshall’s article at 
least twice, in speeches given in 1953 and 1957.2

 A posthumous collection of Marshall’s Alaska journals 
and earlier writings, initially entitled Arctic Wilderness (later, 
Alaska Wilderness), was published in 1956, just as Zahniser 
began drafting the wilderness act. These pieces had earlier 
been typed and distributed among friends, family, and wilder-
ness advocates. Untrammeled appears three times in this 
book, which Zahniser read and reviewed favorably in Nature.3
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Robert Marshall 
“A perfectly new, untrammeled world”

Bob Marshall (left) and Ward Shepard, Mission Mountains, 

Montana, about 1925, and a view of the Chinese Wall in 

Montana’s Bob Marshall Wilderness
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