






Council began to question the fea-
sibility and cost of the MTC’s rail 
transit plan. With the aid of its own 
consultant, the Metropolitan Council 
prepared a plan calling for the exist-
ing bus system to be improved “as 
rapidly as possible” to make it more 
competitive with the auto. The plan 
also proposed building a network of 
dedicated transit rights-​of-​way that 
could be used in the future by buses 
or automated vehicles as technology 
evolved. That Metropolitan Council 
approved the plan in December 1972 
by a vote of 13 to 1.³�

The Metropolitan Council and 
the MTC headed to the legislature in 
1973 with dueling plans for regional 
transit, and they remained at odds 

for most of the next decade, with law-
makers leaving the issue unresolved 
for several decades. The Metropolitan 
Council and rail advocates did not 
get onto the same page until 1985, 
when the council completed a study 
concluding that light rail transit 
was feasible in three corridors—​
Hiawatha, University Avenue, and 
Southwest. But another 13 years 
would pass before the legislature 
approved the �rst funding for light 
rail transit. Light rail lines ultimately 
were built on Hiawatha in 2004 and 
University Avenue in 2014, and as 
of 2019, the Southwest line is under 
construction. ³�

Looking back, it was critical for 
the Twin Cities area—​and especially 

its transit -​dependent population—​
that the state’s political leaders were 
able to agree on a bold plan to end the 
1969 strike and rescue the region’s 
failing bus company. Achieving bipar -
tisan consensus on long-​range transit 
improvements, however, proved to 
be far more challenging, causing a 
decades-​long delay in the implemen -
tation of rail lines and other transit 
improvements. 
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