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Coronado: little restaurant, whatsoever. 

Saucedo: Did you have any problems in ordering a certain type of machine that you needed? 

Coronado: No, well, the tortilla machine, I didn't know at first where to buy it. Then 

Saucedo: 

Senora: 

I found out I could buy it from California. 

Of the three restaurants that we have covered so far, the first one on Fairfield 

and Eaton, the second on Eva and Fairfield and the third on Washington Avenue, 

which one did you enjoy working at the most? 

I enjoyed the first one because I used to do the cooking and I used to serve 

it. I had contact with the customers all the time. I'd never lose contact 

with them, because I used to cook, then go out and serve them. Some of the 

customers used to take my apron off. They'd say "Little mama, come to the 

dining room." So then after that, my daughter Rosie started cooking. She was 

at the University of Mexico for three years, not for cooking, she never took a 

lesson in cooking. She wanted to be a Spanish teacher. When she came back, 

she joined me in the cooking. She and I used to do a lot of cooking. A few 

years later I became ill and I wasn't able to do the heavy work. I've been 

suffering from the heart for many, many years. But I never gave up. The 

doctor told me to stop and I never did. In fact, we closed the small restau­

rant with the four table for one whole year. The doctor told me, "Don't open 

up, because if you do you are going to drop dead on one of those tables." 

But I insisted, and I didn't tell my husband that. I wanted that restaurant 

"back again. So he helped me to clean it up again. Then I was back in business. 

We moved, as I mentioned before, to 184 Fairfield, across from the church. 

When the church was just built there. This used to be a pool hall. A few 

Mexican people that were there, took part in it and helped clean it up. I 

helped, my husband helped, we all helped. Except for one thing, I had some 

friends, they used to call themselves the "Milch" sisters. They used to play 

the violin. 

Coronado: They used to play for the Symphony in Minneapolis. 
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One day I was taling to them, the "Milch" sisters, they told me they were 

going to have an open house for the church, to let the people know that we had 

a church, a real church I Then, she said, "Well, who are the guests coming?" 

I said, "Well, I'd like to invite the banker." She said, "If you'd like to, 

I'll go with you." So we went to the mayo\!! , s office and I think that at that 

time it was .•• Oh, I can't remember the name of the mayor, anyway, we went 

over there. We invited the mayor to come to the church for the open house and 

we cooked dinner for him. We also had a speaker, Esiquiel Moreno. Later he 

came with his family to St. Paul. The mayor was pleased. That was his first 

introduction to the Mexican Colony. From there on there was a society, the 

Sacred Heart or something, in the church. I can't remember the names. Anyway, 

the president of that society invited me to join him in celebrating the 16th 

of September. There were other people, Mr. & ~rs. Guerra. They used to take 

part in the program. But I used to be in charge of the queen for the fiesta. 

I was to present the queen on the sixteenth of September, until I was unable 

to do it. 

Coronado: Don't forget Mrs. Rangel. 

Senora: Oh, Mrs. Rangel, she helped me on one occasion, because of Tito Guizar, a movie 

star, from Mexico, was coming. He was well liked here in St. Paul. Every time 

he used to come, I was invited to go and listen to him. One of the times, they 

asked me to set up a window display. I asked Mrs. Rangel to help me. I set 

Saucedo: 

Senora: 

up a "bracero" which I.made myself, like they cook in Mexico with charcoal and 

bricks. On top of the "bracero", I set up a square frying pan. Then Mrs. Rangel 

made the tortillas by hand. I used to give them to the children. Our picture 

was taken while I was talking to the children and my daughter was doing the 

selling like the girls down in Mexico. I had them on the window, and we won 

first prize on that window. 

What year was that? 

Oh, I don't know. I'd have to look at the pictures on the clipping. There are 
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Senora: so many things for the stories: Festival of Nations; Fiesta de Montevideo, I 

used to go allover. I used to meet a lot of dignitaries. I met so many 

people, I wish I had the list of all the people I have met, from the restaurant. 

I met President Kennedy, I met the Attorney General. We were good friends with 

Miles Lord. He helped us a great deal, when we were opening up the third 

business. I wish I could mention all the people that I have met. 

Saucedo: That was in 1960? How long were you there? 

Coronado: We were there until we had the fire in 1965, the eighteenth of January. That 

Saucedo: 

Coronado: 

Saucedo: 

was the restaurant on Washington Avenue. 

Then after the fire you made the move over to where? 

To Twenty-three North Sixth Street. 

Where you a?re now? 
) 

Cor onado : Yes. Where ~ve are now. 

Saucedo: That was in 1965, that you moved to the present location? 

Coronado: Yes. 

Saucedo: Have you enjoyed being here at the present location more than you have at the 

others? Is it easier or more convenient? 

Coronado: No, it was very convenient at Washington Avenue, because we had a parking lot. 

In fact, two parking lots. After six o'clock there weren't any people parked 

in the streets. They used to fill the streets for blocks and blocks. Up to 

four blocks north on Washington. We had cars parked on Eleventh Street by the 

tracks, on Twe1veth Street and on Fourth Street. They used to park allover 

the place. When we had the fire, we had seating capacity for 500 people. We 

had two big kitchens, like we still have now. 

Saucedo: So what are the problems you have encountered in this restaurant? 

Coronado: There is a parking problem. 

Saucedo: I noticed that your family has been quite involved in your business, not only 

the dry cleaning business, but also the restaurant business. Have they bene-

fitted tremendously in learning how to, for example, deal with the public? 
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Saucedo: Or how to keep records in a business? 

Coronado: Yes. 

Saucedo: How in a way, do you feel that you have instilled in your children a certain 

philosophy of live in working with them from day to day? 

Coronado: Well, I had all my children right in St. Paul. When I was in the dry cleaning 

my wife used to help me. I had two branch offices. My wife used to help me 

take care of one branch office. I hired somebody to take care of the other. 

But there wasn't anybody else that could help me in the business. So I used to 

have my boy, then Carmen and Vira come to the dry cleaning place. They really 

didn't have much to do, but you know, I wanted to keep them away from the 

streets after school hours. Then they learned how to mark clothes. Also how 

to wait on customers. Then Carmen learned how to press, because we used to 

have a lot of pleated dresses in those days, which were hard to press. My wife 

knew a lot about dry cleaning. She was able to take care of the customers, 

explaining, taking orders, promising of the job, and so forth. All my children 

helped me mostly in the restaurant, except one daughter, Aurora. She',,-remained 

in Houston, Texas with my father-in-law. The~she came back and got married. 

She moved to Montana, because her husband was a veterinarian. All my children 

are still here in St. Paul, except Aurora. She still lives in Bosman, Montana, 

after her husband died in an airplane accident. He killed himself in his own 

plane. He was coming after the kid. We ran that big restaurant at the State 

Fair. That was a big place, we needed a lot of help, so my daughter from 

Montana used to come and help us. Then her husband used to come and take them 

back before school opened. In the last trip that he made, he had the accident 

and was killed. That was about seven years ago. My daughter still comes to 

help us at times. 

Saucedo: Some families find it difficult to keep all the members of the family together. 

Would you say that because of the restaurant business that your entire family 

is very close knit? Or would you say that this is more of a Mexican tradition 

Mex
ica

n-A
meri

ca
n O

ral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



-25-

Saucedo: to have the family together as much as possible? 

Coronado: No, well, yes. I really can't answer that truly, because the reason why we 

kept the family together, was because I tried to keep them away from being by 

themselves after school hours. I used to take them to the cleaning shop. 

Saucedo: 

Often, they couldn't do anything. 

hours. They did their homework. 

Then I used to take them home after closing 

That's how they got to meet the public, get 

used to the public. They learned to be in business. They all liked the 

business very much. 

In fact, I believe, isn't one of them in business? 

Coronado: Yes, my daughter, Gloria Frias and her husband. They got married in Houston, 

Texas. I don't remember the year. Do you mother? 

Senora: No. 

Coronado: Then after they married, they came to work, that was in 1963. My boy was su­

pervising, I forgot the name of the dry cleaning place on Payne Avenue. My 

boy gave him a job, he taught him how to spot and press clothes. Mr. Frias' 

father had the same kind of business in Mexico. Not dry cleaning, just pres­

sing shops. When his father passed away, then they came and we gave him a job. 

My boy quit that job and went to work for the post office. He only worked 

there for a couple years when Mother put him in the import business. 

Saucedo: Has the Guadalupe Church played an important role in your life, your wife's 

life, or your family's life? 

Coronado: Yes, the Guadalupe Church has helped us a great deal. We also have helped the 

Guadalupe Church very, very much •. We are still helping the church. 

Saucedo Do you remember when the church was first organized? Wasn't it a mission at 

one time? Do you remember when that was? 

Coronado: Yes, I don't remember the exact place, but that was sometime in 1932, that we 

rented a store on Wabasha Avenue. That was an old grocery store. So we painted 

and cleaned it up. We had Father Guillemette, from St. Thomas College, that 

was our first priest. Then we moved to Fairfield Avenue, which used to be a 
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Coronado: pool hall. We fixed part of the building. We made a church out of it. We 

worked hard. Father Guillemette was still with us. Then Father Dicks came 

from Mexico and he took over. 

Saucedo: Then Father Ward? 

Coronado: Yes, Father Ward came after Father Dicks. He was with us until he passed 

away. That was about seven years ago. That was in 1968. It was when I had 

my first heart attack. He had a heart attack and then he died twenty days 

after he came to the hospital to give me my last rites, I thought I was going 

to die, but I didn't 1 
.. 

Saucedo: Did you belong to any organizations in St. Paul? For example, the first 

Mexican American organization? Do you remember what it was? 

Coronado: Well, when I first came here, in the winter of 1923, we had what we called 

Sociedad Anahuac. They found out that I was a translator and a good typist. 

I used to type eighty-nine words a minute', So I must have been good! 

Saucedo: I guess! 

Coronado: They made me President of Propaganda. I used to write in English and Spanish 

to all the members of our society that we called Sociedad Anahuac. 

Saucedo: Senora, could you give us any of the organizations that yo.u belonged to and 

what roles you played with some of the organizations, as well as perhaps the 

church? 

Senora: My first organization was related with the Guadalupe Society, which still exists 

with the younger generation. Then I belonged to the Business Women's Club, and 

Women of America Club. I used to belong to the International Institute and the 

Latin American Club. But it's been kind of impossible for me to attend all of 

them, because I'm sick now and transportation keeps me from going to meetings. 

Saucedo: Both of you have done a tremendous amount in maintaining the heritage of the 

Mexican American in Minnesota through the foods, the restaurant business and 

giving the Mexican American a good image, that he can be successful in business. 

Can you tell us other traditions that you feel are extremely important to 
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instill in the minds of the children? Is this extremely important, that 

people of Mexican American heritage maintain some traditions? And if so, what 

traditions do you feel are extremely important? For example: the language; 

perhaps not only the foods, the music perhaps? Do you visit Mexico from time 

to time? Do your friends or relatives visit Mexico? Do your children go back 

to Mexico from tim~ to time? 

Coronado: My way of thinking, and the experience that I have had, in business, I started 

with the dry cleaning, and then after that my wife wanted the restaurant. So 

I told her, "Well, we can try, but I doubt it very much that it'll succeed." 

The people in this part of the country don't know that much about Mexican food. 

Anyway, that's when I opened up a place on Fourth Street in St. Paul, near the 

auditorium, on one side of the parking lot. Well, I wasn't too successful 

there, because I didn't take care of the business. I let somebody else run it 

and that didn't work out. From there, I didn't want the restaurant. So finally, 

after the World War II, prices, salaries, and everything started going up, so 

high, and I wasn't making enough profit to satisfy myself. So that's when I 

decided to go into business with Mama Coronado. But I never wanted a big res­

taurant here in the Twin Cities, although"'we hag' a wonderful clientele; tight 

here from Minnetonka, Bloomington, the South part of Minneapolis, all the 

college towns south from the Twin Cities; White Bear; some from Duluth. Then 

we had the theater. We had the theater for about a year, showing Mexican films, 

and of course American films, but especially Mexican films. We were serving 

all the Spanish classes of the Twin Cities and also from other towns as far as 

La Crosse, Wisconsin. Also Montevideo, Minnesota, Duluth, some came from quite 

far away from the Twin Cities. Even some from Iowa. 

I used to tell people, why doesn't someone open a store. My boy wanted to open 

a grocery store, when he was running the import business, but it would have 

been too much for him to take care of both. I used to ask some ofllimy friends, 

"Why doesn't someone open up a bakery, open up a store here." After I moved 
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Coronado: to Minneapolis, "Why doesn't someone open a store, a bakery, to supply the 

Mexican colony?" And not only the Mexican colony, because we had a great deal 

of American people that go to Mexico. They like Mexican sweet rolls. After 

Juarez: 

I sold the dry cleaning place, mother and I used to go to Mexico and we learned 

how to make candy. I learned how to make Mexican chocolate. I learned to do 

many things. That's why I used to tell the people, "Why doesn't somebody else 

open a store to supply the Mexican people with this?" We can't handle any 

more with this big restaurant I Nobody seemed to care. Well, I guess a couple 

of them did. Now my daughter opened a restaurant. She's very successful. She 

has a very good business. When we had the fire, we helped my daughter a great 

deal by sending the customers to her. In the place where we had the fire, we 

had the tortilla factory in the back, because we had a big, big building, a 

great big building and warehouse. We helped our daughter with the tortillas 

until we were able to fix this place that we have now. It took us over six 

months to finish the place. First, we started with the upstairs. That place 

had been vacant for thirty-five or thirty-seven years! Well, we spent a lot 

of money fixing up the place. Then we opened the downstairs dining room. But 

before that, we opened the restaurant, then we moved the tortilla machine and 

the rest of the equipment to the warehouse in one of the rooms. We had about 

six or seven big, big rooms, separate rooms as a warehouse. 

Now looking back on your lives' from the time you came here and started your 

business in St. Paul, what things would you do the" same and what things would 

you do different? 

Coronado: Well, now of course, it's different. Now we have to educate the people here, 

in the Twin Cities to like'the Mexican food. If I was to start again, I would 

never start in downtown. I would have to be in the suburbs of the Twin Cities, 

with a big parking space, and with an appropriate Spanish, really Spanish­

Mexican building, with the Spanish decor as a yard and for parking and so forth. 

Now, I would do that, because of course, don't forget that it cost us an awful 
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Coronado: lot of money to teach the people of the Twin Cities to like and to enjoy the 

Mexican food. 

Saucedo: You made it easier for Zapata to make a profit I 

Coronado: Yes. We started with tacos and also with a package of spices, selling in the 

stores. But it was too much for us to handle. Of course, I was getting old. 

I'm seventy-one years old, and I'm blind. But if I was to start right now, I 

would start a business in the suburbs. 

Juarez: Do you still sell products in the stores now? 

Coronado: No, not any more. That business was taken over by Mrs. Simon. She used to be 

a Spanish teacher. 

Senora: 

Saucedo: 

The import business was taken over by her, because Arthur couldn't handle it 

anymore because he was sick. 

Is she still in business? 

Coronado: She's in Mexico. She sends the merchandise here. 

Senora: She lives in Pueb1a, Mexico. 

Coronado: W~ really did a very, very successful, wonderful business. But like I said, 

we had to stop the import business. We started with hand-too1-1eather goods. 

Juarez: Don't you sell frozen tortillas? 

Coronado: Yes, we do. 

Senora: We make tortillas, corn and flour. It took six months for my daughter Rosie 

and I to improve the recipe for tortillas, to make it good. First we had a 

problem in making it. My daughter and I decided there had to be a different 

way to make them, to keep them fresh and for the people to use them. Like I 

mentioned before, it took six months before we put it in the market. Also the 

bags had to be tested by the Health Department. 

Coronado: There had to be a special kind of paper. 

Juarez: Who handles that operation now? 

Senora: The American Frozen Foods. Then we had a lot of individual grocery stores 

that buy them. My daughter Carmen, goes every Thursday to the factory and she 
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sells the tortillas to the grocery stores and the restaurants. There is three 

restaurants that buy tortillas. 

Coronado: There is quite a few stores that buy. They buy through the American Broker's. 

Senora: 

In other words, American Broker's sell you almost anything you want in line of 

frozen foods. We had open the frozen plant, right over here at the Nicollet 

Island. But like I said before, my boy had heart trouble. It was too much 

work for him and we had to close it. 

My son worked really hard. He wanted to build the business and he did. The 

last time he was with us, he'd really work. He'd concentrate on bringing up 

the business after we had the fire. 

Saucedo: Did you rely on him more than you did on any other member of the family? 

Coronado: Oh, yes. 

Senora: Yes, we did. My son was very intelligent. He managed to build up the business. 

He was also the treasurer. We formed a corporation among the family. I was 

the president. I think I'm still that, because they gave us one year after my 

son died to change the names of the corporation. But then, I'll be through. 

I have been a volunteer. I'm no longer in the business. 

Coronado: We advise them. We can't help, because she's crippled and I'm blind. The only 

Juarez: 

Senora: 

one in charge now, as the owner, is my daughter, Rosie. Well, now I just don't 

know. The business is going good, especially in tortillas. We are supposed 

to make the best tortillas. Also we get tortillas coming from allover. We 

get tortillas from -Chicago, and from Dallas, from California. But still they 

claim that ours are the best, which makes us happy. 

That's very good. Mama, I want to ask you a question. What things would you 

do the same or different looking back on your life time in St. Paul? 

Well, if I was to start allover with the restaurant, I would never give it up. 

The business has been a part of my life and I like it and I'm used to it. I'm 

at home, especially after my son passed away. I used to tell my son, "Son, I 

am getting old and you can have me here, in. the wheel chair, and I'll still be 
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with you?" He'd say, "Mother, don't worry, we'll be here." But I think I 

would never open up a big building, a restaurant, especially now the situation 

with employees. Some are short of work; some work only one day; and some just 

want to get easy things for them. They want a lot of money. It's difficult 

to run a business right now. But I feel one satisfaction, that is what I did 

in the years before: I not only introduced the food to the children, but also 

to the parents, and to the schools. I wish that my children had that oppor­

tunity, in the different fields, when they were small. I did a lot for the 

Department of Education, for the groups of children from the different schools. 

We consider that we had more than other people. During the depression, my 

husband had a contract~with the Welfare. We were better off than anybody else. 

We helped a lot of people. They didn't have enough food. They'd come to my 

door and ask for a cup of sugar or anything. I was happy to give it to them, 

because I had more than enough. My husband was a good provider. He also was 

working for the Changing Case and he did very good. We never had anybody help 

us. We never had any Welfare from the County. We never had any help from the 

City, or any other thing. We did everything by ourselves. People used to 

tell me when we used to go away on -our trips to Me:xico to buy merchandise, 

"Oh, your children get like a beast, they all get together and work together." 

But that's the way we had taught them, to get together and to have unity. When 

my husband was in the business, I was home, I used to play with them. I used 

to play in the sandbox. The only thing I could never do is ride a bicycle. 

But I used to go allover with them. I grew up with them. I was young when I 

married. I had them young. I was twenty-five years old when I had my six 

children. My Rosita, came six years later. I enjoyed her very much, because 

the others were big. I spent a lot of time raising her. Now, she's the one 

helping us. She's the one taking care of us, because she's the only one at 

home. 

Coronado: Well, she's the one that owns the business. We have nothing to do with it. 
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Coronado: We are retired. See, I retired in 1969, when I was sixty-five years old. 

Mother retired in 1972. 

Senora: I know that otherwise, I would have gotten sick. 

Coronado: The reason we retired is on account of sickness. I have heart trouble. I 

have a pace-maker withi,',me now. I'm due for my other pace-maker next year, if 

God gives me the grace to live that long. 

Saucedo: Who has been running the business now? Which daughter? 

Coronado: Rosa, and Carmen, with the help of some of my grand-daughters. Then of course, 

the boys. But when it comes to the cooking, it's the family. We had up to 

fifty-four people in the restaurant, when we had the Mariachi group. Now this 

is going back to six years ago. But like she said before, wages have gone up 

Saucedo: 

so high. Prices are going up so high in corn, flour, shortening, lard, we don't 

used lard at all, but we do sell it wholesale. Now we serve as brokers also. 

We sell cheese, and beans by certain amounts in sacks and all kinds of spices. 

But if I was to start allover again, like I said, we would start in a restau­

rant of about, say, no more than a hundred people. Then you don't have any 

trouble with help. Also, they claim that there are so many millions of people 

unemployed. But they don't ,want to go to work. They go to work and they maybe 

work a week and then they quit. Then they want to go on Sociel Security or 

Welfare. It's too much trouble for a big business now. A lot of big restau­

rants have closed. Lots of big restaurants right here in the Twin Cities. 

Not only in Minneapolis, but also in St. Paul. But I still say, like I said 

before, that I do not know or understand why some of our people have not gone 

into other businesses. I can't understand why! 

If your grandchildren, say, right out of high school, were to ask you, "Grandpa 

or Grandma, what advice do you have for me?" Would you encourage them to go 

into business? What would you say to them? 

Coronado: Well, no. I told them and I've been telling them, to go to the University. 

I've been trying to have some of my grandchildren, to take medicine. But up 
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Coronado: until now, none of them have agreed to it. Now my grand-daughter, I had three 

of them, are going to the University. They are taking I don't know what. They 

take one thing this year, then they take another thing next year and so on. 

Saucedo: 

Senora: 

Up until now, I don't know what they are going to do. I have a grand-daughter, 

working for 3M. She took programming at Control Data. She was the only girl 

in that school that graduated with big honors. That's the one that's working 

for 3M now, getting a big salary. 

What's her name? 

Marcia Yo11anda Rodriguez. She is Carmen's daughter. 

Coronado: I also have a grandson that took science for a year or a year and a half at the 

University. Then he 'went and enlisted in the service, because he was due to 

Senora: 

be called for service in the trouble that we had in South Vietnam. So he went 

and he enlisted and he served two years. But then he went and got married. 

Now he goes to school at night. I think he's going to go this year full time? 

Yes, he's planning to continue his education. So is his wife. 

Coronado: He is a very intelligent kid. You know him? 

Senora: Carlos Rodriguez. 

Saucedo: So your advice then, is to continue their education as much as possible? 

Coronado: Dh, yes, by all means! 

Senora: I was not very lucky to get a very good education. I was unfortunate enough to 

be part of the Revolution in Mexico. My experience was very bad. Then when 

we came in 1922 to Houston, Texas I only had been to school one day and the 

doctor discovered that I had rheumatic fever. I had that before. From that 

I had heart trouble. I have had heart trouble all my life. But now, it's 

getting bad. As 11m getting older, it I S getting worse. So theu",my father had 

a tutor in Spanish, not English to help me. When I came to St. Paul, after I 

married my husband, I didn' tknow a word of English. They asked me, "How do 

you say I dress I in Spanish?" And I started by telling them a dress was there. 

I went over and changed into a dress. Then I figured that it was very impor-
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Senora: 

-34-

important for me to be sure of English. They had classes at night for English. 

I only attended one night, because I had my son I couldn't leave him alone. I 

was always attached to the children very much. I played with them. I did 

everything the children would like or wanted to do. They cooked for me, all 

of them, even my son. The English that I know, I taught to myself, I don't 

like to say it, but it's the honest truth. On Sundays, I would lay the news­

paper on the floor and look at the comics. I'd tell myself, that's why my 

English is not correct. I didn't go to school more than one day. English is 

very hard to speak. 

Coronado: Well, I'm sorry to interrupt you Mama, but the question you asked me, I do like 

Saucedo: 

to see more Mexican people in business. Because we do need other merchants in 

different fields: like groceries, bakeries, butcher shops. The colony and 

the neighborhood need them. But I do not understand why they haven't tried it. 

Through your efforts, I know you have done much to give the Mexican American 

in Minnesota, a favorable reputation. I know your family and friends who listen 

to this tape in the future, will find it quite informative. We want to thank 

you for allowing us into your home and making this recording, and conducting 

this interview on behalf of the Minnesota Historical Society. 

Coronado: Thank youl We are very happy to tell you our troubles and our good times! 

Senora: Thank you. 
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