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GALVIN: I'11 be glad to step out." They said, "Oh, no, gee whiz George, control yourself.
Control my foot, hell I didn't have to. Then the superintendant came in and they
were talking. He said, "If you did that to George, he won't come. You want to
talk to George, you go over there and talk to him. He sald he won't come."

GRANT : So the superintendant stood behind you?

GALVIN: Yes. Then he came up to me and said, "Mr. Galvin, I'm sorry. You're right. If
I have to learn to conduct myself with people, with all the years of education
I've had, you have the right." I said, "Well, what do you want to know? What
can I tell you about these animals? You'll never learn it in the books." He
éaid, " Can you tell me when the sheep are.all dressed on the line? Can you
pick out a yeariing?" I said, "Oh, yes. It's very simple." So I grabbed one
from the head and I pushed him. I said, "See the teeth here being pushed out?
Those are the baby teeth. You can still classify that as a lamb." I was going
to show him another way. I wé.ited for him to say, is there another way. I
said, "We'll try the same one, that's one way." I reached over on the lower
part of his leg, on the back and T sald, "Feel this. How does it feel? Soft?
That's a lamb.," I felt the other one. I said, "That's pagsed." He said,

"How do you know? You haven't even looked at it?" I said, "I don't have to
look at it." I reached down there and grabbed it. I said, "See." He said,
"Another yearling."

GRANT : Their spine would harden up?

GALVIN: Yes, the soft bones were there Wwhen it was a lamb. After they passed a year,
the bones hardens’I said, "There's another way of finding out, the way the toe
breaks." They weren't satisfied. They figured they'd take me to the coolers.

I went into the coolers and I showed them. I said, "There's a lot of lambs and
a lot of yearlings that can pass as lambs. They're in good shape. You can cover
them up. Cover it and cut the kmuckle. A kmuckle shows this way." He shook

his head and said, "You were right, George, we don't learn this in books." That
took place in 1942, I had big shots from different places.
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I won the respect of these people. When they used to come down they would call
me. They wanted me to have coffee with them. I had something worthwhile. I
gained respect by showing them that I was superior to them in knowledge of the
sheep and calf-kill department. Of course, I was an all around butcher: sheep,
calf, beef, hogs, anything. A Norwegian boy and I were the two fastest shoulder-
boners on the cutting floor. My diplomas are the cuts and scars that I have
onmy arm. In 194}y, T got a break. I not only won the respect of many, but even
those officials from the plant thought a great deal of me. One of them turned
my name in to the War-Food Administration in 1944, They were looking for a
man who couid speak Spanish and English, to take care of and to represent all
the Mexican:Nationals coming from Mexico into this country.
Which administration? |
War-Food Administration. It was under a fellow by the name of Wright. That's
all I know. Mr. Wright saw me once. He came up there. He was very pleased
with the way I was handling these fellows. Now at this point, I could understand
Spanish, but I couldn't speak Spanish very well. So many times, I was Just
guessing what these people were telling me. I had a group from Mexico City.
They were very mice. They spoke very godd Spanish. The first day went by, the
second day, finally the third day I lay my cards on the table. I talked to
them. T said, "You know I can't speak Spanish very good. I'm going to school
now, to try and learn to improve my Spanish. If you fellows will help me, I'll
do all I can to help you,"
These Spanish-speaking men from Mexico City were working for you?
At the Burlingbon Yard.
This was because of the shortage of food in war time? They had to supply food
to the troops as well as the people. They had to work with the people of
Mexico for extra supplies and meat.
They brought in thousands to help out. These fellows that I'm talking about were

well educatéd. They just took the job to come out and see what the United States
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GALVIN: Looked like.
GRANT : When you say thousands, do you mean they brought in thousands of workers?
GALVIN: No. Mexican workers were called "Nationals," not only in this part of the

country but all over. They came here on a six-month working permit. I was
in charge of them. Bill Casey was one of the watchmen. He was the one who
introduced me to Mr. Wright. Mr. Wright sent me a letter. After that, when
I accepted the job, they would send a car to the front of the gate. 1t said
on it, "WAR-FOOD AIMINISTRATION." My Jjob was to inspect their camps and to
see that they were fed proper food.

GRANT : The Mexican National workers?

GALVIN: Yes. If they were being treated right. I was even sent to Wisconsin. There
were 150 in a group there. They were very pleased to see me. When they saw
me, the man that was in charge spoke a little Spanish to them. He said,

“This is the man from the goverrment." . When he told them that, they all

parted. One line stood on this side of the tracks. They were working on the
railroad track. They took their hats off. The foreman told the, "This is a
representative of the govermment. He is your representator." So instead of
saying, "pleased to meet you, how do you feel?" I asked them one question:

"Why do you take off your hats for me?" They said, "Because sir, you're an
important person." I said, "You shouldn't take off your hats for me. The

only ones you should take your hats off to is God, to show respect to a lady,

or an old man. That's when you should take off your hat. To a man who is your
equal, you never take off your hat. You're not in Mexico anymore, where men try
to dominate you because you are poor. The rich man has his money because you
helped him make his money. You need a job that he offers you. You don't owe
the rich man anything. He is the one that owes you."

GRANT ¢ That was a good lesson for them. That was fascinating work. You were able to
do a lot of work for the people, the Mexican Nationals, when they were here.

Was that full-time employment? Were you also able to work for the stockyards?
~ GALVIN: Most of the time for them. T was working with Cudahays and then they'd send
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a car for me. They came in sometimes. I barely got started. My hands would
just get bloody and they'd come in and say, "George, there's a car for you."
They couldn't say anything, because that was the Federal government. I got a
different call from the Immigration. They wanted to know if I'd be willing to
go translate and be a service interpreter, for the immigration and wetbacks
they would be catching. I was doing an awful lot of studying. The teacher I
had was a German woman. She spoke very good Spanish. They thought I was there
because of the girls in the classes. There were a lot of girls in there, trying
to learn Spanish and Russian and all nationalities. I was the only Mexican in
the classes.
Where were these classes?
They were at the University extension. Everyone had to read a paragraph out of
the book we had in school. I just watched. I noticed that they showed beginners
a loaf of bread, a prune, a chair and table. They'd ask "What's this?"
This is too elementary?
Yes. So I didn't say anything. I thought maybe they'd send me some place else.
My turn came to read a large paragraph. "Mr. Galvin," the teacher asked, I
said, "Yes mam." "Do you mind reading the ne~t paragraph?" she asked. "Not at
all," I said. I got up and read that paragraph right on through, because I could
read. I learned to read and write both languages. Not.good, I'm much better
now. I owed that to my insurance business, which will come up later. She
asked me to read that paragraph. Everybody turned around and looked at me.
I just sat down. Then she said, "Mr. Galvin, I'd like to have you stay after
class." She was kind of rough with me, after all the class was gone. '"Now
what are you doing here? What's your purpose?" she asked. I said, "Oh, I'm
afraid you have the wrong impression of me. I have been offered a job at the
WAR~FOOD ADMINISTRATION and I have also been offered a job to serve the Im-
migration Department, whenever they need me. Now I feel that I just cannot

speak Spanish good enough to serve these two organizations. I want to improve
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GALVIN: my Spanish." Then she said, "I'm sorry, but a lot of young guys and young
men come in here and they Jjust fool around with the girls." "To tell you the

truth, I haven't even noticed them, because my mind is occupied," I said.

GRANT : You were thirty-four at this time?

GALVIN: Yes.

GRANT : In 194k.

GALVIN: She said, "lel, I'm sorry George. This isn't going to do you any good. What

you see tonight is where we'll be for a while, then we'll move a little bit
faster, toward the end, so that they can say, "Give me a glass of water; where
is there a hotel; where is there a restaurant....these people come here to
learn a little Spanish so that when they go to a Latin country, they can ask
. for a glass of water or something to eat, not tq carry on a conversation, but
for what they need to learn."

GRANT : Did she steer you into a more advanced course?

GALVIN: No. ©She said, "What you should do is read a lot of Spanish. (et yourself some
good books and read Spanish. Also find out where there's a Mexican family that
speaks good Spanish and make it a point to go and visit them often. Explain
to them that you want to do this." So I only knew one family in St. Paul.

Oh, there were quite a few in 194);, maybe a thousand Mexicans there. But

they didn't speak very good Spanish. I went to see a family by the name of
Gomez in Minneapolis. They said, "Oh yes, come in." I explained to them why

I was there. I was there to meet them for no special reason. I went to them
for quite some time. With the help of these other fellows that I ran into from
Mexico City, by the time they went back to Mexico City, I could tangle with
anyone. One time I had a very good experience. There were two men from Texas
in the Immigration and they stood there, great big guys, behind me. I was
talking to six wetbacks. I didn't bother with the Nationals, because they

were under me. These wetbacks used to be caught canning in factories and they'd

bring them in. I was preaching to them what they should do and what they
shouldn't do. I said, "If you come into this country illegally, you have to
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obey the laws of our country. You are not in Mexico now. You are in the
United States. You come in here especially illegally and you want to do
the things you do over there; like going into a saloon and getting drunk.
You can't do that here. The Immigration Department will catch up to you in
an awful hurry. They may sometimes give you a break for your good behavior;
they don't want to deprive you of making any money or better living. If they
don't put a stop to that, the citizens of our country won't have anything to
do here. So many outsiders come in illegally. It isn't that we are picking
on you or that we don't want you here because you are a Mexican, it is be-
cause you chose to come in the wrong way."
You were explaining to them the problems. ' What linguistic difficulty did you
have in talking with them? | |
None. I was all right then.
Oh, you had mentioned that at ome time you had difficulty with the Spanish
language. I thought this was that occasion.
No, not then. This was a bit later. By this time I had caught on. Say you
take yourself with the §panish that you know. You get into where you are
talking Spanish all the time or German or whatever you are. You pick up the
language fast because you have it. TYou just don't get practice. With me the
ohly Spanish I used was at home. Like: "ma, I'm home. What do you have to
eat? Do I have a clean shirt?" Of course, I never had to ask my mother that
because everyday in the morning she'd havé a clean shirt ready for me. I only
used that shirt to go from home to the locker room. I took that shirt off when
I came back. She'd have a clean, fresh shirt for me. I never had to ask her
that. But that was the extent of my Spanish. When I'd get out of the house,
it was all English.
How long after 194y did you work with the government agency?
Just that year, 194}, but the Inmigration House called me even last year.

So they still call upon you to serve?
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They call once in a while. They may not now because I refused to go once. I
wag working in a position where I couldn't say, "I have to go." These companies
are not like they used to be. You were called from your job to serve the
government or a Federal position, temporarily, a day or two dayd, three days
whatever it is. As long as it was a Federal job, go ahead. I even had a
direct line on the phone for about six years. The Immigration didn't want
anybody to listen to my line.
They got you a special phone?

Yes.

“"When did you remarry?

I married Isabel Vasquez in 1937.

Did you have any children? .

Oh yes, one daughter.

Is she married now?

Yes, she's got five children.

What's her married name?

Her married name is Aguillar, Mrs. Albert Aguillar. Her maiden name is Virgina
Galvin.

Can you tell me the names of her children? This will be history for their
children?

Yes. - The oldest one is Richard Aguillar; second oldest is Steve Aguillar; then
Dawn; Jody, and Christopher. The oldest is nineteen. Steve and Richard are in
the Armed Forces, the Marines. Right now Steve loves it.

He chose a hard route. The Marines are a-tough outfit.

What part did you play in helping organize LULAC here in St. Panl? It stands
for the League of United Latin Citizens.

Yes. I received a call, at midnight on March 19, 1958. The fellow that called
me, I didn't know him from Adam nor did he know me either. Somebody told him

that I was very active in the unions and organizing. He started talking to me

about LULAC, which was actually all Greek to me. I asked him what he meant by
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LULAC, what was it? He then told me it is a League of United Latin American
Citizens. It's a national organization. Somsone called us from Chicago, he
said, and told us that you would be the man to contact. I said, "If it's good
for the Mexican people, certainly I'll be interested." He said, "Yes, that's
what it's for, to improve conditions for the Mexican people and to see if we
can send a few boys to college. It's for improvements all around, not just
one department." I said, " I hope I can live to see the day when improvement
can be made; not only in education, but housing, working conditions, repre-
sentation for migrant....." He cut me off rigﬁt there and said, "George,
from the way you talk, you are the man we've been looking for, to organize
LULAC in Minnesota." I said, "How am I going to go about that? Who am I going
to contact?" "We'll come up," he said, and we made an appointment where we were |
going to meet and everything. We met. I guess this fellow had some relations
here in St. Paul, on Walmt Street. We met at their house, outside. We
happened to meet just in time. He was just pulling in and I was too. This
man that called me was. Jesse Mosqueda, from Des Moines, Jowa. He was one of
the heros in the Second World War, Mosqueda, M-0-S-Q-U-E-D-A. He lost his right
arm. He was in the Navy. They sunk the ship that he was in. He:pulled about
sixty men out of the water. His commander said, "Mosqueda, youwrarm is gone.
You better get in here yourself." He said, "These other men need my help more
than I do. If I'm going to die, I'm going to die pulling these men out of here."
Then pretty soon he just passed out. They dragged him in with the rest of them.
"Now," he said, "I want to see that we can do something. It is really something
when you're out there getting ready to kill somebody. They don't seem to have
any distinction for nationality or color. But as soon as you get back, in here,
then things are different. You're back where you were before. That didn't
improve anything. This is for the Mexican people or the Blacks or for all
minorities for that matter. That's one of the reasons this organization has

done a great deal of improvements in the State of Texas and the State of New
Mexico. Now we are going to see if we can get all 48 states.”
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GALVIN: I went to work on it right away. I called a meeting the following Sunday. I
got a group together.

GRANT : Who were some of these early people in the organization?

GALVIN: There was John Aguirre. He's no longer on the face of the earth. But Joe
Zammarrippa still exists and Louie Medina, Joe Medina, and Mamel Aguirre.

I had a good working group. I also organized in Minneapolis. There I had
Dominquez and Betty Rodriquez, Frank Zaragoza, Esperanza Urvina, there were
a lot of others I have forgotten. I also organized in Albert Lea.

GRANT ¢ I realize that you continued to be very active. Far from being retired. You're

the kind of person that has to keep active, and keeps working. Maybe you can
” tell us about your present activities?

-GALVIN: f Well, I really don't feel right sitting around the house doing nothing.4 The
job that I have today really came as a surprise to me because I didn't expect
to hear from anybody offering me a job. 'I'm sixty-five years old now. Who
wants an old guy like me working? Especially the kind of job that I'm holding.
I received a call one night to come in and put in an application at the
Historical Society. They said they were going to take a survey of the Mexican
community in St. Paul. The party that called me was Betty Rodriquez, from
Minneapolis. After filling the application, I came here and talked to the
girl and I showed her the application. She asked me a lot of questions.

Two or three days later, I got a letter from the Historical Society, telling
me I didn't get the job. It was no surprise to me. It must have been a
month after when I got a call from Jay Van Bury's office who is the Adminis-
trator for the Outreach Food Stamps Officers. He asked me if I wanted to

take a job. Then I spoke to Judy Barre. She said, "Why don't you come into
the office and we'll talk about it?" I went the next morning. She was asking
me questions and writing something down. So right then and there she said,
"We are going to have a meeting on such and such and I want you to be there."

GRANT ¢ This is Project Outreach? Is this a State Department?
GALVIN: Yes.
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It could be. That Van Bury, he's the Director of the State Department. Yes,
he's in the Centennial Building. I attended another meeting which was a
briefing. It was to brief us on what we had to do, orientation and to explain
to us about the Food Stamps. To tell you the truth, I wasn't even listening
to half the things because I feared someone else was going to get it.
This was this year?
Yes, it was in the middle of April, 1976. Judy said, "You may have to go to
Blooming Praire and have an interview with those officers over there." I
went to Blooming Praire and I met Benevides. He belongs to the Migrant
Affairs.
Is that an organization or a state department?
A state department.
He's one of the officers of this program?
Yes, Benevides was there. He took the interview. Then Padres was the Ad-
ministrator or coordinator over there of that group. I never met the people
before.
Can yaﬁ tell us briefly what the purpose is of this program?
To help the Migrant workers that are up here in the state. They just'come
here on a temporary basis. When they first come they get "zero stacks."
That means they don't have to pay for it.-
Is there anything you'd like to sum up in the interview by mentioning any hopes
for the future? Hopes for your children? |
What kind of hopes can a man have at the age of 65? Although my future for the
present seems very bright, I tell my grandson, not only grandchildren but even
somebody's else's children: The only way to get up where you can be respected
is to be honest, not to drink to make a fool of yourself. If you like to take
a few drinks, take a few drinks. When you feel the stuff is grabbing you, then

leave it alone. You can go and dance, talk and walk around. Another thing I

always preach to them is: don't ever take a dollar that doesn't belong to you.
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It's better that you learn to earn your own money and spend your own money.
It is my hope that I will live long enough to see discrimination against
our people vanish. I told my grandson, Steve, and my brother-in-law, who
lives in Madison, Wisconsin when he went into the service, "Ray, when you
get in the service, keep your eyes open, ears open, and your mouth shut.
You'll go a long way. Don't go over there and start bragging about how
and what you are and what you can do. 1In the Army, you meet a.lot of people.
That's all they want to do. They'll shut it for you if you talk too much."
So I got the first letter from my grandson. 1 told Steve, "When you get there,
keep your eyes open, ears open and you will learn a lot by watching others.
Keep your mouth closed. Don't talk too much. Answer questions when they
ask you to advance your position in the service, and you'll be liked and
you'll be respected.”
That's mighty sound advice, not only for grandchildren and people going into
the service, but all around good thinking:. Well thank you for this interview,

George.





