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there to cee the Governor. He almost got into an arguement with him, he
felt that the Governor hadn't fulfilled his promises. We still don't

feel that the promises have been kept, but finally they said, "We can't
fulfill the rest of the promises.'" '"Pine, that is all we want to know,

we don't want any double-talk." Today we are friends and tomorrow we are
enemies again. We feel, if this is the way we have to do it, we will.

In 1975 we got the program that we have now. That's when the funding
allocations were announced in Washington. We were of course, supported by
the Governor's Man Power Office. We had a lot of support. Initially, they
didn't trust us. They felt we didn't have the accountability, the planning
capability and so on. We proved to them that we did have all that. We
have all of our departments here and we are very proud of them. We have
been algjted by the national offices for a training department.

Once, the Governor's people, called the "hill", felt that we actually could
administer programs here, they were very supportive of us. I was appointed
to the State Man Power Councils I became very active in those organizations.
I don't just belong to them, I learned as much as I possibly can about them.
That ceptainly has taken ifs toll on my time. Anyway, when the allocations
were announced for 1976, for Minnesota, it was 1,100,000 and some. In the
end we got another 67,000 apprised when we went to Washington to negotiate.
When this money was initially announced, very few people bothered to wink
an eye. Since the previous year, we had only gotien $127,000. Well, who's
going to look at us? There is a procedure for apﬁlying for these funds.
For example, by a certain date, I think it was August 1lst, you must have
submitted certain documents to the Department of Labor, say ten people
submit those documents, out of these ten people they say, only three people
are gligible for funds. Then those that are eligible by another date, séy
the 1lst of September, must submit a proposal. Then say that three submitted

a proposal of the first ten that had applied to be eligible. Out of these
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three then, one or two is invited to negotiate a final contract, or maybe
just one. In most cases only one. It's a process you go through. Now the
first step; that July deadline where everybody was supposed to have sent in
an eligibility document. There were only two of us that sent it in. There
was Migrants In Action and ourselves. Nobody else went. Then they all
found out, thfough the publicity, that there was a million dollars. It
wasn't $127,000. So it was a thousand percent increase. Everybody's eyes
went out the window. This word got dirty. The only way that they could
actually take some of this money away from us was by competing with us, or
they céuld sub-contract with us. Some of the agencies sub-contracted with
us, for example, the Employment Services and the Governor's lMan Power Office.
Now for political reasons, we went out there and immediately made sure that
they would get part of the action.. Actually what they are doing is the

work for us. Then, around the first of September, I went to Texas to visit
my in-laws. While I wés over there, there was a program known as a Migrant
Health Program. Now this Migrant Health Program had two board members,
Father Tim Wengzel and the sisters of San Meshette, who are alsé members of
this commission, this Task Force. So right off ithe bat, they have got three
(3) votes there. The Director plus these other two people. Then some other
people in the state there. They had a meeting. The only way they could get
some of these monies was 1o come to us and we would give them money. We
would have done that, but they never asked.

These are Federal Monies that are available to all of the United States?
Right, we were the only ones that were qualified, then, because we were the
only ones that submitted the document, and Migrants In Action. But then
Migrants In Action did not submit a proposal. We were the only ones. We made
a deal with them that we would fund them monies. That was fine, and no
problem, then they wouldn't compete with us, by the same token, if they had

competed with us, and if they had lost, then we didn't have to give them money.
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Ve would run our own program in the Twin Cities. So we made a deal and it
worked out pretty good. What happened then was this, the only way that they
could get money from us, or they could get the money themselves, was to have
the bidding reopened. The only way the bidding could be reopened was when
the people who were qualified, were then disqualified. So, therefore, here
we go again. They went to the Task Force meeting. First of all they blasted
the hell out of us, that we were not coordinated with our Task Force. There
isn't any law saying that we have to be. But, all these people started
gsending letters to Washington. Then letters were sent out to Senator
Yondale and Senator Humphrey telling them that we were racist, that we didn't
select our Board members the right way. We have all these documents. They
went through this whole process. Nurses sent letters into the Governor,
saying that we were a bunch of racist pigs.  That we simply didn't serve the
people. Boy, it got pretty dirtyl
This was from the Health Organization?
They started it, also at the same time the Governor's Migrant Affairs Office
was right on top of them. They also got dirty with us, Mr. Bob Scott. It
got so dirty. I'll give you one example of what they went through trying
to cheat us to see if they could get the money themselves. They had a
meeting among themselves and said, "Well, we must prove that we can run the
Iiigrant Program ourselves." This was the Governor's office, through
Roberto Avifia's office. Roberto Avina, whether he wanted to or not, had to
be a part of this. More than not, he didn't want to. We appreciate all
of that.
Let me show you how they made all their stupid mistakes. There had been
some floods last year, I don't know if you remember that. Some migrants
had requested emergency assistance in June, now here we are in the latter
part of September. These guys say, '"Here's what we are going to do." They

requested the assistance in the form of grants. I don't know, we wrote the
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dann proposal ourselves! So they decided that they were roing to provide
assistance to the people in September, in the latter part of September.
Relief from the floods?

Right, two thines here, now the floods were three months past and everybody
was gone. So what happened here was this: They found some people that
they provided assistance to. The Governor's Man Power Office gave some
20,000 to the Devartment of Administration, that in turn was given to
Roberto Avena's office. Roberto Aviha went and contracted with a Community
Action program. We had staff over there. But they didn't want to contract
with us. So they went through all this trouble, just to prove that they
could do it without us. But they made a couple of mistakes. That money
had to come from Washington, because they didn't have this money. This was
four percent money. What they call "Governor's Four Percent" money that
was available through the Department of Labor. But not for these activities.
They used it and they were going to get reimbursed from Washington. But
Washington said the only people we give money to in Minnesota are our own
prime sponsor, Minnesota ligrants. When they called me and said, "There

is a situation in Minnesota where there are some migrants who need some
emergency assistance,;" of course I smiléé and thought it was a joke. The
floods were three months past. So they went through this exercise and it
cost them twenty some thousand dollars. That convinced them that they
should leave the business to us and they did. But, that's just an example
of what they went through.

To try and rest that million plus dollar budget?

To discredit us and all that. Then they had a Task Force meeting where
they put me to the task, to explain our whole proposal in detail, and I did.
I explained the whole damn thing to them and they applauded. Then they

voted against what we wanted. They had no choice but to applaud our program.
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We explained in detail to them how everything takes place. This Task Force,
as far as I am concerned, I said, '"No." After us, nobody else was put
through the test. We were the only ones who were put to the test. This
thing seems to be a personal thing. It is very easily manipulated by
certain people., We don't want to participate in this any more. There is

no goal here except to destroy our program. Does this program want money?
Why doesn't this program that wants money ask for for money? We will give
it to them.

The program you are speaking of is what?

The Migrant's Health Program. If they wanted money, why in the hell didn't
they ask us? But they wouldn't. They wanted the program to go to the state
so they could get it from the state. They sort of resented our being in
control.

Is the Migrant Health Program that you are referring to different than the
Migrant Health Services that operates. out of Moorhead?

Yes, that's the same one. Incidentally we started that program, bui you see
the mistake was made in there. When we started that program it was given
free reign to operate on it's own. I told our board. Three years later

it comes back and it almost destroyed us. Heret's the thing that I think
actually helped us the most, we do not seek to destroy any program. We
simply want to be left alone. If you don't cooperate with us, why don't

you. let us do our own thing? We are not going to destroy the Health Program.
We have never wanted to destroy it, let them live. All we say is let us do
our own thing too. What the hell! ©No molesting, but, no, they wanted to

do this and I solved it. Pinally I called the Governor's Man Power Office
and I said: "Look, why don't you tell these people to simply send us a
letter. If they want money, we'll give them money. We have plenty of
money." They made a lot of mistakes, like accusing us of racism. They

would say, for example, it was really a joke——everything backfired on them.
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Valdez: This young lady went to our office and said that we were a bunch of damned
"Gringos" and that one of the girls in the office was a coconut, were we
going to deny that? Really, it's true, a certain lady did that. Not only
that, but they called them (our office giris) "bandidas'" and a bunch of
other things and cursed the hell out of them. Now, I'll ask you what the
hell have I got to do with that? That lady doesn't work with us, she's
not on our Board. It was usually things like this that made everybody
start laughing like hell. You know, things of that nature. Did somebody
say this? Damn right! Not only that, they cursed the hell out of the
priest once. We got into all these sort of things. It always backfired
on them. I think that's what really helped-us a lot. In Washington they
thought it was just a joke. The attitude of these people when they would
argue with others was so gross and insulting that everybody would say
"Who the hell is that?" Anyway, we got the money. We said, "Look if you
want money, why don't you ask us for it? They wouldn't send us a proposal.
They wouldn't sent us a/letter. It was a personal thing that, unfortunately,
the young girl had.

Anyway, here is-the program that we got. We went to Washington and we pre-
negotiated over there. We'll give you a copy of this. We have sub-contacts
with the following people: Migrants In Action, $223,000; the Employment
Services, $74,000. When you get this you see where it's broken down and
how it goes into classroom training and so on. The Governor's Man Power
Office gets $200,000. They get this money and it's just for people to go

to school. They don't make a penny on this. As a matter of fact, they
kick in another $200,000 themselves. The Human Rights Department, Lalo
Trevino, gets $13,000, but we have our own Human Rights people. Some guys
t0ld me, you have to go out there and buy their services, and they are

supposed to give them to you, but the Blacks have everything controlled.
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Valdez: I met with Barl Craig and I said to him, "Look, we have some problems here,
I know for a fact that they don't have any monies right now'", and we went
through the whole budget. We have monies and we are willing to fund a
position right now with the Human Rights Department. I don't give a damn
what anybbdy says, I want our people to have those services. Because it is
one thing to fight for those rights, it is another to give the service
right now. So we did. We toock some flack for that but that's alright.
It's going to end this year. Then we have the Migrant Health Services,
we gave them $20,000 dollars. So, we give them money. Then we have our
own program.
This is more or less who is in charge of what, here on our staff. Our
evaluator is Phil Chavez. Oh, we also have a position with the Migrant
Field dffice, Joan Southerland. Do you know her? Migrants in Action,
Employment Services, Human Rights Department, Governor's lMan Power and
Migrant Health Services, all these people are funded through us. We have
our own offices here. Phil Chavez is the one who is in charge of seeing
that all documentation is on time. That all our reports are accurate and
sent in on time.  This is for administrative purposes with Washington. This
is oﬁr program. = I am also the Chairmen of the Benton County DFL, I don't
know if I to0ld you that, but I am involved in that too.
This year we went to the state convention. At least we got a Chicano going
to New York. Sam Verdeja is representing Chicanos, he is not representing
labor ér anything else. I am a very firm believer in politics. I believe
that it won't be long before Minnesota has some Chicano politicians in the
state office. We already have had some run, Raul Salazar ran in 1972 for
legislator against Phil Sparing. We now have Vega, running against
Robert Stason. It's unfortunate that our people have to take on the

Goliaths! But we'll get there. Politically, I think that we have a great
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future in this state. I have seen it already. It happened in one year.
Bverybody got organized. We got about 17 delegates to the state convention
in DPL. The republicans, we don't get too involved with them.

Do you forsee an organization like M.A.P.A. here in Minnesota or are you
talking about people getting together independently?

Right, independently. In the Twin Cities they will get involved together,
but you can't forsee such an organization because we don't have that many
people here. Not only that, but history will prove that these organizations
are not that effective. Unless they have a whole area that they control
themselves, and if they do, why the hell should they need an organization?
When you do that they mostly alienate themselves. 7You have got to have an
organization that has goals that are cémmon to a-lot ofrpeople. I am not
concerned whether the Italian Americans out there have a problem saying,
"Mama Mia." But if they want to talk about proverty, hell I'll join them!
The same thing with the Germans and everybody else. Unless we are willing
to help others, how in the hell can we expect others to help us? Ii's
impossible. That is why I don't forsee that organization. But I still say
this; before we can help others, we must know ourselves and we must be in a
position to help others. That mea;s we must have strengh ourselves. We
mist be ‘able to stand up and if we don't have that, how can we do that? I
think that this state is very receptive to minorities. The Governor said
it better than anyone else when King Carl was here. He said that, "4 tree
must have strong roots before it can grow up and it must know it's roots.”
So this is one of the few states in the nation where that is promoted. 3But
if we wait for somebody else, say the Governor or somebody with a program,
to come out here and tell us to be proud of being what we are and do some-
thing for ourselves, it is not going to happen. We must do it on our own.
But the state is just right. They promote it. There's nothing wrong with

this.
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For how long is the future of the Minnesota lMigrant Council? You are funded
now by the Department of Labor?

Yes, let me tell you some of our goals too. We also formed what we call a
Farm Workers Co—-op. In the future we see ventures in Economic Development.
We have already made proposals to certain agencies in Washington and the
state level. We forsee that it won't be long before we have our own, local
Development Corporation. Now this is some of the jargon of the Department
of Commerce, a small business administration. What we hope to do here is

we have submitted proposals in all that. We have done all the work that
needs to be done. It's a matter now of public relations, or politics or
what ever you want to call it, depending on the year. It's a matter of
appropriate funds to get and allow these businesses to get started. I am
not speaking of the simple thing of getting a taco stand here, no, no! We
mean business. In other words, we want people to make money, not to promote,
if youvcan do it at the same time, fine. I don't see why our people can't
get into, for example, the franchising business, like Kentucky Fried Chicken;
McDonald's; Taco John's; Pizza Hut and so on, that type of business. Or

why not farming? We have a lot of people that can do that type of work.

But we need the capital. We also need the special business packages that
can put all this stuff together, get the market analysis put together your
surveys and .so on. These are some of the things we want to go into. We
also have great plans to get the co—op businesses. TFor example; setting

up stores. This is nothing alien to us. These are simple things thaf

other people have done before us. The farmer's viewer, for example, started
as a co-op. Now they own resorts and business enterprises in Wisconsin.
They give them over 300 million dollars in profits every year. We don't see
why we can't do the same things ourselves. We are not, certainly, going to

remain a social service agency that puts band aids on people. What you see
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here is nothing more than band aids. It doesn't help people to get above
poverty. It helps to maintain them there. As a matter of fact, most of
these programs, if they ever get one foot above poverty, they don't qualify
anymore. These programs are certainly not for the future.

We have great plans here. We have also submitted proposals for films, and
to the filming industry. See, nobody knows about our people. I am glad
you guys are here. Everybody knows about some of our people. Everybody
here knows about Cezar Chavez and the Farm Workers in California. But

they don't make even one-tenth of the migrant workers in the nation. No-
body knows anything about us! That's also been one of my beefs here in the
state. We also have plans to go into the public relations and into the
lobbying business. We believe there's a lot to be done at the legislature.
By lobbying, we don't simply mean passing laws. We mean simply to go out
there and let people know who you are and what you are trying to do.
Generally, if people, including ourselves, know that there is a good cause
out there, we are willing to contribute. It's only natural. The problem
with us is that nobody knows much about us. We have submitted some proposals
through the Canmpaign for Human Development. We are still strong enough to
get out there and twist théée arms. That's what it takes. We also see a
great future in Minnesotaf For example, a bill was passed and it became a
law for Migrant Health Services. 150 thousand dollars! It was not a bill
saying, "Here is a bill introduced for Migrant Farm Workers for health."
The health bill itself was introduced. Part of that was services for others.
We are in there too. That was for Migrant Farm Workers. We are learning
everyday. This is what we must do. I have already talked to some state
Representatives on trying to get some money on the state level for

Economic Development. This is a big one that we have been after for a long

time, Economic Development. We feel that there is a lot of our people out
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Valdez: there who have talents to make money. They could contribute also to the
culture of the whole state. We can make more than tacos! Believe mel
There is a hell of a lot of things our people can make.

Moosbrugger: You made a brief reference to movies?

Valdez: Yes, we submitted a proposal for a movie to one of the prior foundations of
IBM and it wasn't funded. We have it here and we are going to re-submit it
again.

loosbrugger: Is it a documentary movie?

Valdez: In a way it will be a documentary, yes. It will be a 90 thousand dollar
proposal. You guys should be interested in something like that. It was
going to be professioanlly done, promoting also the local movie-making
industry. We were going to film in Texas, and in Minnesotg. The whole
thing was, we have the proposal here in our files. What we wanted was also
to introduce a bill. Right now most of the teachers, I think by law all of
them, have to take these Human Relations courses every year. We wanted to
introduce a bill that they would have to see this film, as part of their
Human Relations training every year. This way you guarantee an audience for
it, besides the regular people who would see it. We, unfortunately have
not been too successful in getting money for that, but, Qe are still plugging
away. Those are some of the areas we are looking into, and of course, a lot
of public relations trying to change the image of our people. We are trying
to relocate more and more people here in Minnesota, not nepessarilly to live
here, but to get educated here. This is federal money, not state money!
Incidentally, for your information, the state has contributed very little to
help our people. All of these proposals are federally funded. We certainly
resent that. That's the situation here. We definitely have plans. They
are all Being discussed by our Board members and so on. Also, like I told

you before, we are planning on becoming the conduit for the whole Midwest.
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Two years ago, we set up a rest-home center in Yankton, Scouth Dakota. This
year, we were going to start one in Kansas. Those people out there, we
got in a social argument with them. "Look you just do whatever you are
doing here."
It's hard to deal with the state.
Yes, unfortunately. It's all rather personal and rather than create an
incident, we said férget it. Our Board members and the members of the
National Association of Farm Workers Organizations NAFWO, Midwest
Association of Farm Workers Organization are very active members. We don't
just go out there to see what's happening. It's very exciting here, a lot
of things to do. Oh, we have another one it's what we call an extension
of Antioch College, a University without walls. We have already done the
preliminary work and we are doing this as an extension of the Juarez=—
Lincoln University. They are an extension of Antioch. We are right now,
this year, going to be an extension of Juarez-Lincoln. We are getting
some of the migrants to come here, but to go all the way back to Texas
and get their degrees, their BA etc. They are recognized by the Texas
Education Agency for teachers and so on. We hope that in two years we will
be the direct extenéion of Antioch College.
Antioéh, where is it?
Ohio, Yellow Springs, Ohio. University without walls. We are also going
to get into the education business in a big way, with Bachelor of Arts
Degrees. You can't get B.S.'s from there.
This Juarez-Lincoln extension is where?
That is in Austin, Texas.
Great!
That is where we are right now, so we are also in that field.
Thank you very much for the intefview.

My dream is to go back to my home state of Texas. I don't want to be here.
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Really? I hope you can stay here for the sake of our people and for the
sake of Minnesota.
There are a lot of good people in this state. I could never finish
telling you that. There is a lot of good people, poor people. I have a
lot of sympathy for a lot of the poor whites of the state. You see, no-
body is fighting for them. I know who is fighting for the Chicanos and
the migrants I also know some of the Indians. At least some people are
fighting for them. But for the whites, nobody is fighting for them.
Ever since I got involved in politics, I have been going out to the
boondocks, way out there in Benton County, that new corner out there.

I have been meeting some of the poor farmers out there, some of the poor

~ Polish people. Believe me, they have it pretty bad in the St. Cloud

Community. In the Twin Cities, nobody is fighting for them. ZIven when
we have won our battle, we haven't won anything. There is more poor
people out there. That is why I said, we must be willing to help others
before we expect them to help us. That is why I feel that this fight
hasn't even started yet. Most of the politicians here in Minnesota, the
leaders, they are so liberal that they have forgotten about poverty in
their own state. I have gotten involved with a lot of them, Republicans
and Democrats. < I think that the Republicans stand a chance to make some
headway in there, if they ever get into it. But I suppose they are worse
than DFLers]

Thank you very much.





