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be expressed in a more beautiful and pathetic manner, and no
man was more worthy of it than Consul Taylor.!

Absolutely unconventional, and of unassuming nature, Tay-
lor was content in his position as United States consul. An
editorial writer declared of him that “he had the qualities which
would have rendered him conspicuously successful in politics,
law or in any career he had chosen, if he had not lacked the
stimulus of ambition. Of this he was so utterly destitute that
he was more than content with small employments which grati-
fied his fondness for research and literary activity while with-
drawing him from the harsh strifes and bitter struggles of par-
ties and the greedy competitions of business ambition.”? The
fine unselfishness of his nature and the broad generosity of his
spirit are revealed in almost all the records of his activity, but
more especially in his letters.

Perhaps the most striking of all Taylor’s characteristics was
his unconquerable faith in the West, and it is largely by this
faith and enthusiasm, and by the work which he did in advanc-
ing the interests of the West, that he must be judged. A
writer in a Canadian newspaper said of hiin at his death:
“Many years may yet pass before the full meaning of what he
said and wrote will be realized.”® Another said: “So closely
. . . had Consul Taylor been identified with the history and
development of our country, and so earnest a friend did he
prove himself of it, that he attracted to himself an amount of
respect and genuine love on the part of the public which few
men ever accumulate even in their own land.”* The Manitoba
Free Press declared that there was no parallel of a citizen of
one country laboring by tongue and pen so long, so disinterest-
edly, so enthusiastically and persistently for the welfare and de-
velopment of another and, in some sense, a rival country. “In
thus loving the Canadian Northwest,” the editor writes, “Con-

18t Poul Globe, October 8, 1899,

2 St. Paul Pioneer Press, April 29, 1893.

3 Manitoba Daily Free Press, April 29, 1893.
4 Winnipeg Daily Tribune, April 29, 1893.
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sul Taylor did not love his own country the less. He realized
that the prosperity of this country and that of his own were
inseparably connected, or that the American Northwest would
share along with Canada the results of anything that he might
do with tongue or pen to cause the latter to be appreciated and
developed in a worthy manner.”’

An account of the life of James Wickes Taylor and of his
writings and their influence is the true summary of his contribu-
tions to the development of the Northwest. It is certain that
his part, if inconspicuous, was of no little importance in the
westward movement ; that he was one of that band of pioneers
to whose clear vision, steadfast purpose, and fearless faith the
wonderful Northwest owes its progress.

WriTiNGs OF JAMES W. TAYLOR

So large a part of Taylor’s work was done with the pen that
it seems desirable to append to the sketch of his career a bibli-
ography designed to include all books and pamphlets written
by him and some of his more important newspaper articles.
The list contains thirty-three items arranged in chronological
order, copies of most of which are to be found in the library of
the Minnesota Historical Society. A few additional items were
located in the Manitoba Provincial Library at Winnipeg and
one in the Library of Congress, while a few are known to the
compiler by reference only. All such cases are indicated in
the notes.

Address delivered before the Hamilton Chapter of the Alpha
Delta Phi Society, in the college chapel, Clinton, October 22,
1840, on the life and character of George Langford Jr. Ultica,
Bush, pr., 1840. 11 p.

The victim of intrigue; a tale of Burr’s conspiracy. Cincinnati,
Robinson & Jones, 1847. xvi, 120 p.

Thomson, Bibliography of Ohio, 338. Copy in the Library of Con-

gress,

1 Manitoba Daily Free Press, April 29, 1893.
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History of the state of Ohio, first period, 1650-1787. Cincinnati,
Derby, 1854. 557 p.

Thomson, Bibliography of Ohio, 338.

The southwestern or Neosho route of a Pacific railway—the ex-
pediency of legislation in its favor by the Cherokee, Creek, and
Choctaw nations. Cincinnati Railroad Record Supplement,
March 3, 1856.

Geographical memoir of a district of North America, extending
from latitude 43 deg. 30 min. to 54 deg. and between Lakes
Superior and Winnipeg and the Pacific Ocean. Cincinnati
Railroad Record Supplement, April 14, 1856.

A manual of the Ohio school system; consisting of an historical
view of its progress, and a republication of the school laws in
force. Cincinnati, Derby, 1857. 413 p.

State boundary question—description of the country between Red
River and Lake Superior. St. Paul Advertiser, January 31,
1857.

The greater portion of this article is found also as appendix 3
of Minnesota, Report from o Select Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives on the Ouverland Emigration Route from Minnesota to British

Oregon, 47-53 (St. Paul, Goodrich, pr., 1858).

The valleys of the James and Sioux rivers—the Missouri slope of
Minnesota. St. Paul Advertiser, February 21, 1857.

State boundary question—the value of the north and south line to
southern Minnesota. St. Paul Advertiser, February 28, 1857.

Region of North America, tributary to the navigation of the Red
River of the North, and to the commerce of Minnesota. St.
Paul Advertiser, April 11, 1857.

[Report on an overland route from Minnesota to British Oregon. ]
St. Paul Daily Pioneer and Democrat, July 10, 1858.

Mr. Taylor’s report forms a part of the proceedings of a meet-
ing of citizens held in St. Paul, July 7, 1858, appearing under the
heading “Frazer River Gold Mine! Overland Route through Minne-
sota and the Saskatchewan Valley.” Also in Minnesota, Report
from a Select Committee of the House of Representatives on the Over-
land Route from Minnesota to British Oregon, 9-21 (St. Paul, Goodrich,
pr., 1858); and in appendix to Minnesota, House Journal, 1858-59, pp.
7-19, and appendix to Minnesota, Senate Journal, 1858-59, pp. 7-19.
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The railroad system of the state of Minnesota with its connec-
tions ; reported to the common council of the city of St. Paul,
March 31, 1859, in pursuance of a resolution of the city coun-
cil. St. Paul, Moore, pr., 1859. 22 p.

Also as appendix to St. Paul Common Council, Proceedings, 1858-
59 (St. Paul, Daily Minnesotian official print, 1858). Also in St
Paul Daily Times, April 3, 5-7, 1859, and in St Paul Daily Pioneer
and Democrat, April 5, 1859. Reissued with the addition of an
introduction by W. R. Marshall as The Railroad System of the Siate
of Minnesota with Its Railroad, Telegraphic, and Postal Connections, St
Paul, Pioneer Printing Company, pr., 1859. 24 p.

Communication to Messrs. W. H. Nobles and S. B. Olmstead.
St. Paul Daily Pioneer and Democrat, April 24, 1859,

One of the documents accompanying the communication from
Nobles and Olmstead to the city council of St. Paul, appearing
under the heading “Exploration of the Northwest.” Also in St
Paul Daily Times, April 24, 1859, under the heading “Exploration
of the Valleys and Sources of the South Saskatchewan and Colum-
bia Rivers.” Also in St. Paul Common Council, Proceedings, 1858
59, pp. 223-26.

Taylor’s communication deals with ‘“routes between the chan-
nels of the Red River of Minnesota and Frazer River of British
America.”

Northwest British America and its relations to the state of Minne-
sota ; a report communicated to the legislature of Minnesota by
Governor Ramsey, March 2d, and ordered to be printed. St.
Paul, Newson, etc., pr., 1860. 42 p., map.

Also, with the exception of appendices B and H, in the Daily
Minnesotian and Times, March 11, 15, 16, 21-24, 1860. Another edi-
tion “Printed as a Supplement to the Journal of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Session of 1859-60.” St. Paul, Newson, efc., 1860.
54 p. On appendix A, see the following item. Appendix B, entitled
“Geographical Memoir of the Red River and Saskatchewan District
of British America,” is also by Taylor.

Central British America. Atlantic Monthly, 5: 103-8 (January,
1860).
Evidence as to Taylor’s authorship of this article can be found
in the index volume, pp. 10, 100. It appears also as appendix A
to the preceding item.

Canadian reciprocity treaty—some considerations in its favor.
36 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Documents, vol. 13,

no. 96, pp. 47-60 (serial 1057. [Washington, 1860]).
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The document as a whole is a letter from the secretary of the
treasury, dated June 16, 1860, communicating reports of Messrs.
Hatch and Taylor, in reference to the operations of the reciprocity
treaty.

The Sioux war: What shall we do with it? The Sioux Indians:
What shall we do with them? St. Paul, Press Printing Com-
pany, pr., 1862. 16 p.

A reprint of articles appearing in the St Paul Daily Press, Octo-
ber 21-25, 1862.

Alleghania ; a geographical and statistical memoir, exhibiting the
strength of the Union, and the weakness of slavery, in the
mountain districts of the South. St. Paul, James Davenport,
1862. wviii, 24 p.

A reprint of a series of papers communicated to the St Paul
Daily Press, November 23, 24, 27, 28, December 3-5, 11, 12, 1861, with
the addition of a dedicatory note and preface.

Relations between the United States and Northwest British Amer-
ica. [Washington, 1862.] 85 p., map, diagram. (37 Con-
gress, 2 session, House Executive Documents, vol. 10, no. 146—
serial 1138.)

Accompanied by a letter of transmittal from the secretary of
the treasury, dated June 20, 1862. The document consists of letters
from Taylor to Secretary Chase from July 10, 1861 to June 12, 1862,
with accompanying inclosures, and a communication (also Taylor’s),
dated May 1, 1862, entitled “Geographical Memoir of Northwest
British America, and Its Relations to the Revenue and Commerce
of the United States” (pp. 45-85). The letters are preceded by
an outline summary of their contents (pp. 2-18).

Saint Paul letters, numbers 1-5. St. Paul Daily Press, January
26-March 16, 1862. ,

Mrs. Swisshelm, January 26; Minnesota Historical Society—In-
cidents of September 18, 1860—The Red River Bishop and the
New York Senator—Seward on the “Transverse Axis,” January
30; Stanton and Chase—A Reminiscence of Ohio Politics, February
8; The Saskatchewan Gold Fields, February 16; The Alleghany
Campaign of General Fremont, March 16. The letters were un-
signed, but Taylor, through his undoubted authorship of the second
letter, may be credited with the entire series. See Minnesota His-
torical Collections, 8:57.
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The goldfields of the Northwest; to the Cariboo and Saskatche-
wan mines through Minnesota and Selkirk. St Paul Daily
Press, April 10, 1862.

The Sioux War; what has been done by the Minnesota campaign
of 1863 ; what should be done by a Dakota campaign of 1864;
with some general remarks upon the Indian policy, past and
future, of the United States. St. Paul, Press Printing Com-
pany, pr., 1863. 16 p.

A reprint of papers communicated to the St. Paul Daily Press
of August 29, September 2, 9, and 12, 1863.

Commercial relations with British America. [ Washington, 1866.]
36 p. (39 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Documents,
no. 128—serial 1263.)

Accompanied by a letter of transmittal from the secretary of
the treasury, dated June 12, 1866.

Gold mines east of the Rocky Mountains. [Washington, 1867.]
28 p. (39 Congress, 2 session, House Executive Documents,
no. 92—serial 1293.)

Accompanied by a letter of transmittal from the secretary of
the treasury, dated February 13, 1867. The document is also to
be found in J. Ross Browne and James W. Taylor, Reports upon
the Mineral Resources of the United States, 323-50 (Washington, 1867).

Mineral resources east of the Rocky Mountains. [Washington,
1868.] 72 p. (40 Congress, 2 session, House Executive Docu-
wments, no. 273—serial 1343.)

Accompanied by a letter of transmittal from the secretary of
the treasury, dated May 2, 1868. Also as Report on the Mineral
Resources of the United States East of the Rocky Mountains. Wash-
ington, 1868. 72 p. This is bound with J. Ross Browne, Report on
the Mineral Resouvces of the States and Territories West of the Rocky
Mountains (Washington, 1868. 674 p.) in a volume entitled Reporis
on the Mineral Resources of the United States.

[Two letters and supplementary papers relating to affairs on the
Red River.] 41 Congress, 2 session, Senate Executive Docu-
ments, no. 33, pp. 7, 17-52 (serial 1405. [Washington, 1870]).

The document as a whole consists of “information relating to
the presence of the Honorable William McDougall at Pembina, in
Dakota Territory, and the opposition by the inhabitants of Selkirk
settlement to his assumption of the office of governor of the North-
west Territory,” communicated by the president, February 2, 1870.
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[Consular reports, 1871-92.]

These reports to the state department are included in the House
executive document entitled Commercial Relations of the United States
for the sessions of Congress during the period covered by Taylor's
consulate at Winnipeg,'and in United States Consular Reports issued
by the state department. For a more complete statement of these
citations, see note 4, page 197.

Central British America—its physical and natural resources; ex-
tracts from the publications of Mr. J. W. Taylor, U. S. consul
at Winnipeg. Manitoba, Minister of Agriculture, Reports,
1880, appendix B, pp. 94-111 (Winnipeg, 1881).

Copy in the provincial library, Winnipeg.

Forest and fruit culture in Manitoba. Winnipeg, 1882. 19 p.

According to the American Journal of Forestry, p. 95 (November,
1882), a reprint “from the Report of the Department of Agriculiure
and Statistics for Manitoba.” A careful search in the library at
Winnipeg failed to locate this report. The article was printed
also in the proceedings of the first annual meeting of the American
Forestry Congress, Montreal, August 21-23, 1882, published in two
special numbers of the Monitreal Herald; see the American Journal of
Forestry, p. 64.

Resources of the great Mackenzie basin. Canada, Report of the
Select Commitiee of the Senate Appointed to Enquire into the
Resources of the Great Mackenzie Basin, 150-55 (Ottawa,
Chamberlin, pr., 1888. 310 p., maps).

The report forms number 1 of the Appendices to the Twenty-second
Volume of the Journals of the Senate of Canada. Copy in Minnesota
State Library.

[Three letters and supplementary papers relating to Louis Riel.]
51 Congress, special Senate session, Senate Executive Docu-
ments, no. 1, pp. 2, 3-5, 6-9 (serial 2613. {Washington,
18891).

The document as a whole is a “report of the Secretary of State,
with accompanying papers, in regard to the case of Louis Riel,”
communicated by the president, March 11, 1889,

An international railway to Alaska. Vancouver World, 1889.
A manuscript copy of this article is to be found in Taylor’s let-
ter-book, undated, following a letter bearing the date of November
28, 1889, That the article appeared in the Vancouver World between
that date and January 21, 1890, probably on December 25, is con-
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firmed by letters from Taylor to W. F. Wharton, January 21, 1890;
to J. T. Baker, January 24, 1890. A file of the World was not acces-
sible.

Wheat area of central Canada. New Vork Sun, 1891.

That this article appeared in the New York Sun during the sum-
mer of 1891 is confirmed by letters from Taylor to Erastus Wiman,
May 20 and June 13, 1891; to C. A. Dana, June 13, 1891; and to
J. J. Hill, September 15, 1891. It has not been possible to consult
a file of the Sun for the exact date of its appearance.

Tur TAvLoR PAPERS

Shortly after the death of James W. Taylor in 1893, a trunk
containing his papers, together with a number of books,
pamphlets, newspapers, maps, and pictures, was deposited with
the Minnesota Historical Society. This trunk remained un-
touched in a storeroom until the spring of 1915, when it was
discovered by Mr. Kellar, who was investigating the condition
of the state archives in the Old Capitol. A hasty examination
of the material soon disclosed its value, and the trunk was
removed at once to the vaults of the society in the New Capitol.
The books and pamphlets have been catalogued and placed in
the society’s library; the newspapers, not including clippings,
have been turned over to the newspaper department, and the
printed maps and pictures have been filed with the society’s col-
lections of similar material. The remaining material in the
trunk, consisting of letters received by Taylor, letter-books,
manuscripts of articles, speeches, etc., scrapbooks, and news-
paper clippings, has been arranged and filed as the “Taylor
Papers” in the society’s manuscript collection.!

The value of these Taylor Papers lies largely in the original
material which they contain on various phases of the history of
the American and Canadian Northwest. Light is thrown upon
the commercial and political relations of the United States and
Canada, many of the documents in the collection dealing with
such subjects as the settlement of the Northwest, imports and

1 See ante, 134. Two ledgers also were found in the trunk, but they
are not Taylor’'s and seem to be of little importance.
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exports, annexation, reciprocity, railroad building, the Red
River rebellion of 186g-70, the Fenian disturbance, and the
Saskatchewan rebellion of 1885. Other documents relate to
the internal political affairs of Minnesota, the United States,
and Canada. Geography, exploration, and the agricultural
capacity and development of the American and Canadian
Northwest are dealt with extensively, and there is much valu-
able material on the subject of railway development in the
West, particularly on the Minnesota, Canadian, and trans-
continental routes. The collection contains also valuable mate-
rial upon the affairs of the province of Manitoba and upon the
routine of the American consulate in Winnipeg.

The letters to Taylor number approximately seventeen hun-
dred, and date from 1859 to 1893, although for the first ten
years of this period they are not very numerous.> These letters
came, in the main, from the state, treasury, and war depart-
ments at Washington; from governors and other officials of
Minnesota, Manitoba, and Canada; from railway officials,
among whom may be noted Jay Cooke, George L. Becker,
C. J. Brydges, and Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona); from
congressmen; from persons who had business dealings with
the Winnipeg consulate; from newspaper men; and from per-
sonal friends.

The letter-books date from 1869 to August, 1892. Down to
1885 they are in the form of scratch tablets of a poor quality
of paper upon which the letters were written with lead pencil,
and in the earlier of these, many of the pages are badly torn,
and some are missing entirely. What is left, however, can
usually be deciphered. After 1885 bound notebooks were
used, and from 1890 on the copies were written in ink in sep-
arate books for official and unofficial correspondence. There
are ten of these bound notebooks, and ten tablets, in all twenty

1 Some of the early letters are very valuable, however; for example,
two letters from Donald Gunn to Taylor, the one probably written

in 1859, the other March 26, 1860, which describe in considerable detail
the Red River settlement and country.
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letter-books containing copies of about sixteen hundred letters.
These deal with practically every phase of American-Canadian
relations during the period covered, and are the fruits of care-
ful investigation and observation. Taylor was particularly
well informed on questions relating to railway development,
commercial relations, the natural resources of the Canadian
Northwest, and the political relations of the two countries.
What he wrote on these subjects is authoritative. In addition
to his numerous letters and reports to Washington! and his
correspondence as consul, there are letters to such men as Pres-
ident Buchanan, Edward Cooper, Hugh McCulloch, Thomas
McGee, Joseph Howe, C. J. Brydges, Jay Cooke, Norman W.
Kittson, Alexander Ramsey, William Windom, W. B. Ogden,
Horace White, George L. Becker, James J. Porter, Hamilton
Fish, J. Gregory Smith, Nathaniel P. Banks, A. B. Nettleton,
F. H. Clarke, President Grant, J. C. Bancroft Davis, Donald
Smith, James J. Hill, Governor Archibald of Manitoba, and
John Jay Knox, to mention only a few. These letter-books
are a valuable source for the history of the Northwest during
the period which they represent, and on the whole they form
the most important part of the Taylor Papers.

There are over fifty manuscripts of speeches, essays, news-
paper articles, and fragments in the collection, in all about four
hundred and sixty manuscript pages.? Their value may be
indicated by a few representative titles: Selkirk, The Cana-
dian Northwest, Minnesota, Northwest Affairs, Central British
America, Union with Canada, Inward Transportation from
Bayfield to the Mississippi Valley, Western Railroads and the
Navigation of the Red River, The Northern Pacific Railroad,
Railroads and Immigration, Agriculture and Population, The
Northern Boundary of Minnesota, The Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany, A Road from the Mouth of the Montreal to the Mouth

1 Some of these reports have been published, but many of the most
valuable ones have not. The rebellion of 1885 is reported in elaborate

detail, contemporaneously with the events of that uprising.
2 Many of these were published in newspapers or pamphlets.
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of the Yellowstone, The Reciprocity Treaty, Public Lands,
Fruits of the Northwest, The Overland Route to the Pacific,
Indian Affairs, The Manitoba Railway.l Of the several manu-
script maps in the collection, the most interesting is a sketch
drawn in 1888 of the proposed location of the Alaska, British
Columbia, and California International Railway.

Two large scrapbooks of newspaper clippings cover the
period from 1856 to 1870, and there is also a considerable
number of loose clippings, many of which are gathered together
in envelopes under a general subject heading. These clippings
are mainly from papers published in the western part of the
United States and Canada,? and the greater number of them
fall between the years 1858 and 1863. Besides Taylor’s own
newspaper articles they contain a mass of material dealing with
the Hudson’s Bay Company, Selkirk and Saskatchewan, rail-
ways, the Northwest, exploration, the Canadian and English
parliaments, an overland mail route, and Minnesota politics.

Tueopore C. BLEGEN

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

1 A manuscript of seven pages on his father James W. Taylor
contains valuable biographical material.

2 There are some southern and New York clippings on the slavery
question.
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