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Infantry, 1862; during the war, 1863; the heroes return, 1865;
the town burns, 1884 ; and the pioneers.

The Old Trails Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, has placed upon the walls of the historic round tower at
Fort Snelling a bronze tablet in memory of Colonel Henry Leav-
enworth and his command of one hundred men, who, in 1819,
were the first soldiers to occupy the reservation. The unveiling
of the tablet took place on September 11, 1915, in the presence
of several hundred people. Mrs. Richard Chute, a member of
the chapter and a resident of the state since territorial days, pre-
sented the tablet to the United States and to the state of Min-
nesota. Major John F. Madden, commandant at the post, made
the speech of acceptance on behalf of the United States, and
Governor W. S. Hammond, on behalf of the state. In the prin-
cipal address Mrs. James T. Morris, regent of the Old Trails
Chapter, sketched the history of the Fort Snelling reservation;
former Governor S. R. Van Sant spoke on “What the Mississippi
has Meant to Our Country,” and Levi Longfellow, on “Minne-
sota’s Part in the Civil War.” One of the most interesting fea-
tures of the occasion was the placing of sixty wreaths of white
roses about the tablet in memory of the sixty unknown soldiers
of Colonel Leavenworth’s command who died during the winter
of 1819-20, by a band of children, most of whom were descend-
ants of Minnesota pioneers.

The November 3 issue of the Manitoba Free Press gives an
account of the Indian Treaty Memorial which was to be unveiled
on November 9 at Fort Qu’Appelle. The monument was erected
by the Saskatchewan branch of the Western Art Association and
commemorates the signing of the first treaty between the gov-
ernment of Great Britain and the Indians of the Northwest ter-
ritories, September 15, 1874, by which territory comprising the
greater part of the present province of Saskatchewan was sur-
rendered by the Indians.

To commemorate the sixty-seventh anniversary of the Still-
water convention of August 26, 1848, which drew up and pre-
sented to Congress a memorial asking the organization of the
territory of Minnesota, the Minnesota Territorial Pioneers’ Asso-
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ciation planned an old-time river-men’s excursion down the Mis-
sissippi from St. Paul to Stillwater, August 25, 1915. Nearly
three hundred persons made the trip, among them about one hun-
.dred and fifty of the “real territorials, including most of the old
captains.” Among those on board was Auguste L. Larpenteur
of St. Paul, the sole surviving delegate to the 1848 convention.
Incidents of the trip and bits of talk reminiscent of early days
are interestingly reported by the Minneapolis Journal of August
26 under the heading “Three Pioneers Tell about Beginning of
Minnesota.”

The nineteenth annual convention and reunion of the Nor-
wegian Pioneers’ Association of America was held at Red Wing,
October 7 and 8, 1915. Many of the early Norwegian settlers
of Goodhue, Pierce, and Wabasha counties attended the meet-
ings. The convention closed with a banquet, attended by some
one hundred persons, at which a number of interesting reminis-
cent and patriotic speeches were given by notable men of Nor-
wegian nationality.

The forty-first annual convention of the St. Croix Valley Old
Settlers’ Association was held in Stillwater, September 15, 1915.
An invitation was extended to all territorial pioneers who came
to Washington County prior to 1850 to attend the meeting. Six-
teen persons were present.

Special services were held in Fergus Falls, October 30 and 31,
1915, to commemorate the forty-fifth anniversary of the found-
ing of the Swedish Baptist Church of that city. The October
30 issue of the Fergus Falls Journal contains a brief historical
sketch of the church and of the part it has played in the social
and religious life of the community.

The Minneapolis Journal of September 22 announced the exca-
vation near Minnehaha Falls of a large stone slab with what
afterwards proved to be the Spanish coat of arms carved upon
it. Considerable interest was aroused by the “find,” and it was
exploited at length in the newspapers with elaborate speculations
as to its origin. Theories connecting it with the expeditions of
Coronado, De Soto, and Cabeza de Vaca became untenable when
it was pointed out that the fleur-de-lis which appears on a small
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medallion in the center of the carving was not a part of the
Spanish coat of arms until after the accession of the Bourbon-
Angevin line to the Spanish throne in 1701. An enterprising
mnewspaper writer then put forth the theory that the stone was
set up by survivors of a “lost expedition” from Santa Fe in
1720. The “mystery” was cleared up about a month later, when
a police officer in Minneapolis, who had been a private in the
United States army in the Philippines, announced that the stone
was brought from the Philippines to Fort Snelling by an officer
of the Twenty-first United States Infantry in 1902. Later it was
discarded, and two privates carried it off and hid it in the bushes.
From other evidence it appears that a resident of the neighbor-
hood took possession of the stone about nine years ago and used
it as a doorstep to his house for a number of years. When the
house was demolished, the stone doubtless fell into the cellar,
whence it was “excavated.”

The letter from Aaron Foster published in the “Selections
from the Murray Papers” in the last issue of the BULLETIN con-
tains a reference to a Dr. Day among the “St. Paul Boys” in
Leavenworth and a footnote states that this was “probably Dr.
David Day.” To Dr. John M. Armstrong of St. Paul, who has
a wealth of lore about Minnesota medical history at his command,
we are indebted for the following information. The Dr. Day
referred to was Dr. John Harvey Day, a brother of Dr. David
Day. The former was born in Virginia in 1816. He arrived in
St. Paul in 1851 after a brief residence in Stillwater, probably
to take up the practice of his brother who went to Long Prairie
to serve as physician to the Winnebago Indians. Dr. J. H. Day
served in the territorial legislature in 1854 and in September of
that year moved to Leavenworth. Later he removed to Walla
‘Walla, Washington, where he died in 1897. Dr. Armstrong gives
as reference the Minnesota Pioneer, October 16, 1851, May 2
and August 19, 1854.

MINNESOTA PUBLICATIONS

The Yearbook of the Minnesota State Federation of Labor
(1915. 79 p.) contains a “History of the Labor Movement of
Minnesota” compiled by W. E. M’Ewen, historian of the federa-
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tion and formerly state commissioner of labor. This is an ex-
pansion of a briefer sketch published in the preceding Yearbook,
the additional matter relating principally to the activities of the
St. Paul Trades and Labor Assembly from 1882 to 1893. The
work is a collection of data and documentary materials rather
than a history, but it will be useful to students of the subject.
It is worthy of note that the early records of many important
organizations, including the state federation itself, are reported
as lost. The only way to insure the preservation of such material
is to deposit it in the library of the Minnesota Historical Society
or some other institution equipped with the facilities for caring
for it. The compiler found in the society’s library copies of the
charter of the second trade union organized in Minnesota, in
1859, and of the constitution and by-laws of a local union of the
Working Men’s Association of the United States, organized in
1873. These are important documents, and it is doubtful if other
copies are in existence. Besides the Yearbook the federation
has published the Proceedings of its thirty-third convention held
at Winona, July 19-21, 1915 (144 p.).

A Bulletin for Teachers of History, by Dr. August C. Krey,
has been issued by the University of Minnesota as number 7 of
its Current Problems series (Minneapolis, 1915. 20 p.). It treats
critically of such important topics as the teacher’s preparation,
materials for the history course, and methods of teaching. The
many practical suggestions are accompanied by concrete biblio-
graphical references. The importance of local history as a field
for advanced work on the part of high-school teachers and
students is indicated, and it is pointed out that the cultivation
of this field brings the teacher and the community into direct
contact. Attention is called to the work of the Minnesota His-
torical Society and especially to the MinnEsoTa History Bur-
LETIN.

A very useful Bibliography of Minnesota Mining and Geology,
by Winifred Gregory, has been issued by the Minnesota School
of Mines Experiment Station as number 4 of its Bulletins (Min-
neapolis, University of Minnesota, 1915, 157 p.). It contains
nearly a thousand items, many with annotations, and covers not
only books but articles in periodicals and collections of various
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sorts. A comprehensive index adds materially to the value of
the work.

Barley Investigations, by C. P. Bull of the division of agronomy
and farm management of the Minnesota Agricultural Experiment
Station, has been issued by the station as Bulletin 148 (Univer-
sity Farm, St. Paul, 1915. 47 p.). Mr. Bull is also the author
of Bulletin 149, entitled Corn, part 1 of which deals with the
relation of cultivation to the yield and character of the crop, and
part 2 with the relation of the number of stalks per hill to the
yield (University Farm, St. Paul, 1915. 23 p.). In Bulletin 150
on Tobacco-Growing in Minnesota (University Farm, St. Paul,
1915. 47 p.) Mr. Bull gives the results of the investigations
which have been conducted in the state since 1910 with a view
to stimulating the production of tobacco for market; the grades
best suited to the soil and climate of Minnesota are described,
and directions for the care and cultivation of the growing crop
and for the harvesting, curing, and marketing of the matured
plants are given in detail

The Lawyers’ Cobperative Publishing Company has issued vol-
ume 129 of Minnesote Reports (St. Paul, 1915. xx, 644 p.) cov-
ering cases argued and determined in the supreme court from
March 5 to June 4, 1915. Henry Burleigh Wenzell is the reporter.

A book which will be most useful to those visiting St. Paul and
to its own citizens, as well as of value to its future historians, is
The City of Saint Paul and Vicinity, issued by George F. C. Paul
(St. Paul, c. 1915. 173 p.). The topics treated are arranged
alphabetically, and the volume contains maps and numerous illus-
trations.

Wheat and Flour Primer, an attractive booklet issued by the
Washburn-Crosby Company of Minneapolis (20 p.), is written,
as its title indicates, for children; in simple words the history of
a grain of wheat is traced from the time of its sowing until, after
passing through the various stages of the milling process, it
leaves the mill in the form of flour.

The Irish Standard published in September its thirtieth anniver-
sary number (Minneapolis, 1915. 184 p.). Besides papers and
editorial comments of especial interest to Irish-Americans and



242 NEWS AND COMMENT

communicants of the Roman Catholic Church, the volume con-
tains descriptive articles, including brief historical statements, on
one hundred and twenty-seven leading cities and towns of Min-
nesota and North Dakota. Portraits of prominent Catholic
churchmen and numerous other illustrations contribute to the
value of the publication.

The Seventh Year-Book of the St. Paul Institute (St. Paul,
1915. vi, 204 p.) records the progress made during the year end-
ing May 31, 1915, along the various lines of institute activity:
literary, scientific, artistic, musical, and educational. Some
account is given also of the origin of the institute and what it was
able to accomplish in its early years from 1908 to 1913, including
a description of its museum and art gallery and of its evening
schools.

The Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Great Northern Rail-
way Company is a complete and valuable statement of the
resources, earnings, and cost of maintenance of the Great North-
ern system for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1915 (49 p.).

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Minnesota has
issued the Minutes of its thirty-ninth annual meeting held at Fair-
mont, August 24-27, 1915 (Minneapolis, 1915. 154 p.). The vol-
ume contains a detailed report of the various activities of this
organization.

The commissioner of insurance, S. D. Works, has transmitted
to the governor of the state the Forty-fourth Annual Report of
the insurance department covering the year ending June 1, 1915
{Minneapolis, 1915. 230 p.).

The St. Paul Seminary has issued its Register for 1915, con-
taining announcements of its courses of study for the year 1915-
16 ([St. Paul, 1915.] 108 p.).

Number 8 of volume 3 of Ak La Ha Sa, a publication issued
monthly during the school year by the students of Albert Lea
High School, is the Annual for 1915.

Dr. Daniel Avery Langworthy of Minneapolis, who was a cap-
tain in the Eighty-fifth New York Volunteers during the Civil
War, has written a most interesting account of his experiences in
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the war under the title Reminiscences of a Prisoner of War and
His Escape (Minneapolis, 1915. 74 p.).

Plays of the Pioneers, a Book of Historical Pageant-Plays by
Constance D’Arcy Mackay (New York, 1915. 175 p.) contains,
besides the six plays, directions for costuming and producing out-
door pageants. Of the plays, “The Passing of Hiawatha” has a
special interest for Minnesota people, but “The Pioneers,” which
brings out in allegory the struggles and achievements of those who
conquered the American wilderness, would be appropriate for
production in any American community.

“The Women and Children of Fort St. Anthony, Later Named
Fort Snelling” is the title of an article by Warren Upham in the
July issue of the Magazine of History. Attention is called to a
map drawn in 1823 or 1824 by one of the officers of the fort and
found among the papers of General Sibley. On this map seven
of the lakes and an island bear the Christian names of pioneer
women. The article attempts to identify each of the women thus
commemorated and presents considerable biographical and gene-
alogical data about the families residing at the fort.

An article by Dr. J. S. Young of the political science depart-
ment of the University of Minnesota, entitled “Administrative
Reorganization in Minnesota,” appeared in the American Political
Science Review, 9: 273 (May, 1915). Dr. Young’s paper is a
study of the work of the efficiency and economy commission. A
few separates have been issued.

The Minnesotan is the title of a new Minnesota periodical, the
first issue of which appeared in July, 1915. It is the official pub-
lication of the Minnesota State Art Commission and will be issued
monthly. The Minnesotan will serve the people of the state by
offering suggestions in regard to home building, home furnishing,
landscape gardening, community development, and the industrial
and commercial arts.

The Minnesota State Normal Board has begun the publication
of a Quarterly Journal, the first number appearing in October,
1915. It is edited by the presidents of the normal schools and is
devoted to the interests of elementary education.
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The week of October 10 to 16 was observed throughout the
state as ‘“Minnesota newspaper week,” the papers very generally
issuing special editions devoted to setting forth the resources and
advantages of Minnesota and of their respective localities. The
addition of brief county and town histories and of reminiscent
articles by early settlers contributed to make these editions of
value to the student of Minnesota history. Among the more
important of the articles containing historical data may be noted:
“The First Settlers, a Pioneer’s Story of the Settlement of Stev-
ens County” in the Morris Sun, October 14; “Reminiscent,” an
article setting forth in chronological order the leading facts in the
history of Brown County, in the Springfield Advance, October 14 ;
“Hardships and Trials of the Early Settlers have Gone,” a his-
tory of Jackson County taken from a souvenir edition of the Jack-
son Republic of March 1, 1895, reprinted in the Lakefield Stand-
ard, October 14; “A Brief Sketch of the Early History of Rock
County” and “A Brief Sketch of the Early History of Hills,”
extracts from A. P. Rose’s History of Rock and Pipestone Coun-
tres (Luverne, 1911), in the Hills Crescent, October 14 ; “Pioneer
Days,” an account of early days in Nobles County, in the Adrian
Dewmocrat, October 15; “From the Days of the Flail and Hand
Corn Planter to Progressive Farming,” describing primitive agri-
cultural conditions in Renville County, in the Morton Enterprise,
October 14 ; “How Fairfax Received Its Name,” in the Fasrfax
Standard, October 14; “Early History of Rush City,” a compo-
site paper prepared, it is interesting to note, by the high-school
class in American government, in the Rusk City Post, October 15;
“City of Le Sueur, Its Early History” in the Le Sueur News,
October 14; “Description of Cannon Falls Twenty-nine Years
Ago,” a reprint from the Cannon Falls Beacon of April 9, 1886,
in the Beacon, October 15; “An Historical Glimpse of the Village
of Elgin” and “Founders of Elgin” in the Elgin Monitor, October
15; “How Slayton Came to Be” and an account of the settlement
of the village of Avoca in the Murray County Herald, October
15; and a history of Murray County and of its towns and villages
in the Slayton Gazette, October 14.

Among other articles which have appeared in recent issues of
the newspapers of the state, describing incidents of early local
history or recalling early experiences of state-wide significance
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may be noted the following: “Austin in Ye Olden Times,” by
“An Old Timer,” in the Mower County Transcript-Republican,
October 20; “History of Eden Lake Township” in the Eden Val-
ley Jouwrnal, October 28 ; “Melrose First Settled in 1856,” in the
Melrose Beacon, August 19; “The Big Blizzard of 1880,” in the
Minneota Mascot, October 15; “Early Resident Tells of Raid by
Indians,” by George C. Canfield in the Northfield Norwegian
American, July 30; “Visits Scenes after Fifty Years,” an ac-
count of the overland journey of Company H, Sixth Minnesota
Infantry, from Fort Snelling to Fort Ripley in 1862 and of the
building of a stockade at the latter post, in the Brainerd Dispatch,
September 24; “Files of Old Newspapers Tell of Hanging of
Three Indians,” by John Coates of St. Cloud, who clears up
some points of dispute in regard to this event which occurred
near Little Falls, August 19, 1857, in the St. Cloud Journal-
Press, September 4; “Early Minnesota Mothers Knew,” by
C. M. B. Hatch of Minneapolis, a member of Hatch’s Battalion
organized in 1863 to round up and capture renegade Indian
bands along the Minnesota border in the Red River country,
in the Minneapolis Daily Tribune, August 22; “A Survivor of
the Little Crow Massacre,” by John A. Humphrey of St. Paul,
an account of the events of the memorable week of August 19-26,
1862, which he, a boy of twelve, passed within the walls of Fort
Ridgely, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press, September 12.

The Northfield Independent’s issue of September 16 was an
elaborate number of forty pages, the home trade edition. In its
leading article, entitled “The Old and the New,” are gathered
reminiscences of several of Northfield’s pioneer citizens, and
throughout the paper are personal sketches of many of its early
settlers. In the Minnesota week edition of October 14 Mrs. M.
W. Skinner “Writes of Early Days of Minnesota,” and in the
October 21 issue of the Independent appeared a short sketch of
W. G. Campbell, a well-known Northfield pioneer.

In a communication to the Martin County Independent of Sep-
tember 18, A. N. Fancher describes the locust scourge which in
1873 almost wholly destroyed the crops in several of the counties
of southwestern Minnesota. Accompanying Mr. Fancher’s ac-
count is a copy of an article by L. I, Brainerd, a Martin County
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pioneer, which appeared in the Janesville Argus, August 25, 1874,
the original manuscript of which is now in the possession of J.
Mapson of Center Creck. Another article by Mr. Fancher, with
the suggestive title “Primitive were Gospel Methods in Pioneer
Days,” appeared in the Fairmont Sentinel of September 29.

The important part played by Young America in early terri-
torial days as a trading and stopping post in the trail from Men-
dota by way of Lac qui Parle, Big-Stone, and Red River to Sel-
kirk is told by J. F. Rosenwald in a letter published in the Young
America Eagle, August 20, and reprinted in the Madison Western
Guard, September 3. This trail was more used than any other
in the Northwest, and was one of the most important agencies
in the development of this entire region.

The September 15 issue of the Martin County Independent con-
tains an account of an early fort built at Fairmont in 1862 as a
protection against hostile Indian attacks. The article closes with
an extract from Judge Lorin Cray’s “Experiences in South-
eastern Minnesota, 1859 to 1867,” published in volume 15 of the
Minnesota Historical Collections. Judge Cray was a member of
Company D of the Ninth Minnesota Infantry which was stationed
at Fairmont in the summer of 1863. In the August 21 issue of
the Mankato Free Press Judge Cray tells of the construction of
a sod fort at Judson by his company in the spring of the same
year.

The Old Settlers’ Association of Ottertail County through its
county historian L. R. Adley, some time ago sent out circular
letters to the pioneer settlers of the county, asking them to send
in accounts of their personal recollections of early days. Some
of the replies have been appearing in the columns of the Fergus
Falls Weekly Journal: in the July 1 issue under the title “Days
of Long Ago” County Commissioner Andrew Johnson relates his
experiences in the county in 1873; and in the August 12 issue
A. J. Pierce in “Early Experiences” tells of the settlement of
the town of Paddock.

Colonel J. A. Everett of Fairmont completed in the September
18 issue of the Martin County Independent a series of articles
entitled “Reminiscences from the Civil War” which have been
appearing at weekly intervals beginning with the June 12 issue.
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