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gen, Holland, 1928). Dutch colonies in Swift, Rock, Mille Lacs,
Pine, and other Minnesota counties are dealt with in a chapter
on ‘“ Kleindochters in de Dakota’s en Minnesota,” and another
chapter is devoted to a more general discussion of Dutch coloni-
zation in Minnesota.

Traveling conditions and methods of transportation in western
Minnesota in the winter of 1873 are vividly pictured in a diary
of Dr. Thomas Millman, published under the title “ Impressions
of the West in the Early ’Seventies,” in the Tronsactions of the
Women’s Canadian Historical Society of Toronto, no. 26 (1928).
Dr. Millman was assistant surgeon for the British North American
Boundary Commission, which between 1872 and 1874 was engaged
in surveying the boundary from the Lake of the Woods to the
Rocky Mountains. The line from the Northwest Angle to the
Red River had been surveyed before he joined the expedition
at Pembina in March, 1873; but in traveling to that point from
Toronto he passed through Minnesota, going from St. Paul to
Brainerd, Detroit, and Moorhead by rail and thence by stage to
his destination.

The history of the “ Jefferson Highway Association” is re-
viewed by Mr. Hugh H. Shepard, a past president of the associa-
tion, in an address delivered before a meeting of the United States
Good Roads Association at Des Moines on May 30 and published
in the Annals of Iowa for October. The author describes in
detail the steps in the movement for good roads in the Middle
West which culminated in the building of the Jefferson Highway
between Winnipeg and New Orleans. Of special interest is his
account of the determination of the route through Minnesota and
of the effect of the highway in stimulating interest in road-
building in the state.

An interesting example of historical activity by a commercial
concern is furnished by the Northern Pacific Railway Company,
which for some time has been collecting manuscript, printed, and
pictorial material relating to its history and has now turned over
to its veterans’ association the task of arranging, preserving, and
displaying that material. Ample space and equipment has been
provided in the company’s building in St. Paul, and the collection
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is being arranged in accordance with a classification system sug-
gested by Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of the museum
of the Minnesota Historical Society.

A long-neglected phase of the lumber industry in Minnesota
and the Northwest is treated in a delightful manner by Charles
Edward Russell in 4-Rafting on the Mississip’ (New York, 1928,
357 p.). Many spectacular events and incidents connected with
this side of river transportation are recorded, and there are gen-
eral sketches of the lumberjack, the raftsman, and the  Pilot and
His Ways.” The Minnesota interest of the volume may be
judged from the fact that among its outstanding characters are
Captain Stephen B. Hanks, Governor Samuel Van Sant, and
James J. Hill. The illustrations, which are exceptionally good,
include pictures of “ St. Paul’s Levee in the Old Days,” “ A Log
Jam in the Mississippi above the Falls of St. Anthony,” and * The
Boom Times of Rafting: Reads Landing in the Old Days.”

“ Looking at Minnesota’s Industrial Life ” is the subtitle used
for the December issue of the Northwest Magazine, previously
known as the Western Magasine. The leading article, entitled
“ Minnesota Fights the Old Battle,” by Alfred D. Stedman, is
reprinted from the American Forests and Forest Life Magazine
and deals with forest fires and the development of forestry in the
state.

The Minnesota Reforestation Cotnmission, appointed under a
law of 1927, has published a Report to House and Senate
(November, 1928. 129 p.) which not only gives its recommenda-
tions for the revision of laws relating to Minnesota forestry,
but also presents accounts of the ““ Development of Forestry in
the United States,” of “Conservation in Minnesota,” and of
the progress of other states in this field.

On the Corn Frontier by R. S. Dunham, a pamphlet published
by the Northwest Experiment Station of the University of Minne-
sota at Crookston as Special Bulletin no. 120, contains an account
of the “ Early History of Corn Growing ” in the Northwest and
a discussion of the methods used in adapting this grain to a
northern climate,
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Several pages of the Minneapolis Journal for November 1I
are devoted to “ A History of Northwest Grain Marketing, 188:—
1928.” One article deals with “ Founding the First Grain Ex-
change 47 Years Ago in Minneapolis ” and includes accounts of
the Minneapolis Board of Trade, the Minneapolis Chamber of
Commerce, and the city’s grain elevators. “ When Minneapolis
First Rose to Greatness as Grain Market ” is the title of another
sketch dealing for the most part with the Chamber of Commerce
but including a list of the Minneapolis mills in operation in 1876.
Other sketches in the section treat of the Minneapolis Steel
and Machinery Company and the development of the city as a
brokerage center.

Pioneer Christmas and New Year’s celebrations in St. Paul
are described in two articles published in the issues of the
St. Paul Pioneer Press for December 2 and 30. The first, based
upon contemporary newspaper accounts, tells of the festivities that
marked the Christmas holiday of 1849. The second describes
Judge Charles E. Flandrau’s first New Year’s in St. Paul in
1854, when the custom of making calls was the fashion; and
the writer quotes extensively from Flandrau’s reminiscences,
published in volume g of the Minnesota Historical Collections.

How the first Minnesota Thanksgiving was celebrated on De-
cember 26, 1850, is related in an article in the Minneapolis Tribune
for November 3o.

According to the Year Book for 192829 issued by the Minne-
sota society of the Daughters of the American Colonists, several of
the organization’s programs during the winter were to be devoted to
Dr. Folwell and his History of Minnesota. Among the papers
scheduled were a sketch entitled “ A House Party at Farther-
and-Gay Castle” by Dr. Folwell, October 25; an account of
“Dr. Folwell and his History of Minnesota” by Mrs. A, J.
Chesley, January 19; and “More of Dr. Folwell’'s History:
Minnesota Statehood ” by Miss Genevieve McDill, April 2o.

The genealogy of the “ Sibley, Campau and Allied Families ”
is traced by Walter S. Finley in Americana for October. A sketch
and an excellent portrait of Judge Solomon Sibley, the father
of Henry H. Sibley, are included.



96 NEWS AND COMMENT MarcH

Sketches of Samuel McKeehan Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Curtis
H. Petit, and Mrs. Charles Petran are among the longer biogra-
phies of Minnesota people to be found in a genealogical work
dealing with the Families of Joshua Williams of Chester County,
Pa., and John McKeehan of Cumberland County, Pa., with Some
Allied Families, by Mrs. Bessie P. Douglas (Minneapolis, 1928.
476 p.). Many of the families represented in the volume settled
in Minneapolis, and their part in the industrial and cultural de-
velopment of the Mill City is well set forth.

In a volume of Personal Recollections of Forty-five Years at
and Arouwnd the Bar in Minnesota, H. H. Phelps tells of his
experiences as a lawyer in the Red River Valley in the eighties
and in Duluth after 1891 (Glendale, California, 1928. 199 p.).
The iron range region figures largely in the narrative, which in-
cludes records of the author’s part in many important Minnesota
cases and in the civic life of Duluth.

LocaL History ITEMS

Attention is called to the fiftieth anniversary of the beginning
of Mr. George D. Hamilton’s editorship of the Detroit Record
of Detroit Lakes in the issue of that paper for December 7.
Mr. Hamilton, who served as editor of the Record from 1878
to 1911, presents his recollections of pioneer days in northwestern
Minnesota and relates some of his early experiences as a news-
paper man. A facsimile of the front page of the first issue of the
Record that he published, dated November 23, 1878, appears on
the first page of the December 7 issue.

A series of articles on early days in Carver County that has
been appearing in the Waconia Pairiot includes sketches of some
Laketown Township pioneers, October 4; the story of Mrs. John
Preiss, the “ first white woman to become a permanent resident of
Carver county,” October 11; and an account of “ wood cutting
in pioneer days,” December 6.

A pioneer Christmas celebration at Glyndon in 1879 is described
in an article based upon a contemporary newspaper account and
published in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for December 20.



1929 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 97

On the summit of Pilot Knob at Mendota members of the
Masonic Order dedicated the Minnesota Acacia Memorial Park
Cemetery on October 7. A brief sketch of the history of this
locality appears in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October I.

“ Some Early History of This Vicinity: From the Experiences
of a Life-time Spent in Fillmore County” is the title of an
article by L. O. Larson, published in two installments in the
Harmony News for December 6 and 13. The author, who has
lived on the same farm in Preston Township since 1854, presents
his recollections of early life in this vicinity in a narrative that
is both interesting and valuable, for it includes many of those
details about conditions on the frontier that are usually preserved
only in the memories of the pioneers. He relates that two main
groups of immigrants— from Norway and from Scotland—settled
in the township, and he tells how they reached the New World
and describes the methods they used in building their frontier
homes, breaking the land, farming, building roads, and marketing
produce. In 1857, according to Mr. Larson, the settlers organized
a school district and codperated in building a school; each one
“donated 2 or 3 logs, delivered them at the building site, and got
a few stones to put under the walls.”

A joint meeting of the Goodhue County Historical Society
and the Burnside Farm Club, held at the Burnside consolidated
school on October 12, was attended by about two hundred people.
Some of the early history of the community was reviewed by
Professor A. P. Anderson, and reminiscent papers by Mr. Wil-
liam Thompson and Mr. Charles Melin were read. A loan exhibit
of objects illustrative of the pioneer life of the vicinity was
arranged in connection with the meeting.

A brief history of Christ Episcopal Church of Red Wing,
which celebrated its seventieth anniversary on November 25,
appears in the Red Wing Daily Republican for November 23.

The coming of the first Swedes to the Root River Valley in
Houston County seventy-five years ago is the subject of a valuable
and well-written article by Oliver W. Holmes in the Houston
Signal for August 2. The European background of the immigra-
tion — in this case the persecution of the Baptists in Sweden — is
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described, and the influence of an “ America letter ” telling of the
wonders of the Root River region, which was published in a
Swedish newspaper, is explained. The author tells of the voyage
to America, the westward journey to La Crosse, the arrival at
the pioneer settlement of Houston in 1853, and the founding of a
Swedish community there. The heading of the article calls
attention to the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Houston Baptist
church, established by these immigrants.

The Pioneer Historical Association of Montgomery is a recent
addition to the state’s growing list of local historical societies.
Plans have been made by the association to erect in Community
Park at Montgomery a log cabin, which is to be used as an
historical museum.

-Some recollections of Mr, Jacob Gish of Le Sueur about pioneer
election methods appear in the Le Sueur News-Herald of October
31 as one of a series of local history articles.

The arrival of McLeod County’s first Bohemian settlers, who
founded a colony in Hale Township in 1859, is described in the
Hutchinson Leader for October 19 in one of a series of articles
on local history. A number of other articles in the series deal with
the early history of Renville County. These include an account
of pioneer days in Boon Lake Township and some reminiscences
of one of its early settlers, Orrin Hodgdon, published on October
26 and November 2; the story of the early settlement of Preston
Lake Township, printed in the issue for November 30; and a
description of a pioneer school in the latter township, Kellogg
Academy, which was conducted by the Reverend and Mrs. S. B.
Kellogg in the seventies, published on December 7.

Among the articles in a local history series appearing in the
Glencoe Enterprise are a review of the development of the
McLeod County school system, October 11; an account of some
early Thanksgiving celebrations at Glencoe, November 29; and
some recollections of Mr. John Zrust, a local merchant, concerning
the clothes worn by the pioneers, December 6.

A group of articles dealing with the history of Methodism
in Martin County appears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for
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December 8. A history of the church in this region, beginning
with the first Methodist services held in the county at Center
Creek in 1859; accounts of Methodist pioneers; and sketches of
the pastors who have served the Methodist congregations of the
county are included.

A pioneer childhood in Fairmont is recalled by Mrs. F. N.
Hunt in a sketch presented before the October meeting of the
local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and
printed in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for October 15. Mrs.
Hunt tells of her playmates, her early home, the primary school
that she attended, her first music teacher, and numerous other
phases of life in this frontier community in the sixties and
seventies.

An interview with Mr. “ Dick ” Rasicot, a pioneer resident of
Little Falls who visited the city recently after an absence of
fifty-three years, appears in the Little Falls Daily Tronscript
for November 28. Mr. Rasicot recalls many of the city’s early
landmarks and tells of the excitement caused by the Sioux War,
when a stockade was erected for protection in case the Indians
should attack the community.

An interesting and valuable account of the development of
Rochester as a medical center and of the activities of the Mayos,
by Robert Douglas, appears in the New York Times Magazine for
October 21 under. the title “ A Clinic City on Minnesota’s Prairies.”
The author traces the origin of St. Mary’s Hospital back to the
emergency created by the tornado of 1883; he relates the story
of Dr. William Worral Mayo and his pioneer Minnesota experi-
ences in the Sioux War, as one of the founders of the Minnesota
State Medical Society, and as a country doctor at Rochester; and
he tells of the education and medical training of the two men who
are known to the world as the Mayo brothers and who made
Rochester into the “scientific Lourdes of Minnesota.” The
modern city with its new “ skyscraper clinic,” hospitals, and fine
hotels also is described, and the activities of the Mayo Foundation
are explained. A portrait of the Drs. Mayo appears with the
article.
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A sketch of Dr. William C. Allen, who came to Minnesota in
1865 as one of the army of health-seekers that invaded the state
around that time and who has been practicing medicine at Roch-
ester since 1872, appears in the Minneapolis Journal for Septem-
ber 2.

Among the papers presented before the annual meeting of
the Otter Tail County Historical Society at Fergus Falls on
October 18 were an account of “Early Days in Perham ™ by
Steve Butler, a “ History of Amor Township” by John Lien,
“ Reminiscences of Pioneer Days in the County ” by Mrs. M. H.
Wellman, a “ History of Parkers Prairie” by Frank Saunders,
and a “ History of Erhards Grove” by Albert Knutson.

The records of the Glenwood Literary Club, a pioneer debating
society organized in 1888, are used as the basis for a brief article
on its activities published in the Pope County Tribune of Glenwood
for November 22. A list of the members of the club and the
subjects of many of their debates are included.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the village of Sacred
Heart was celebrated by the people of the community on October
9. As part of the program Mr. H. C. Omholt presented a sketch
of the history of the village, which is printed in the Sacred Heart
News for October 11.

The music of the American Indians was the subject of an illus-
trated talk by Miss Margaret Densmore of Red Wing before the
annual meeting of the Rice County Historical Society at Faribault
on October 16. Judge M. M. Shields presented his reminiscences
of some of the presidential campaigns of the past. Miss Dens-
more’s paper is published in the Faribault Daily News for
October 16.

Over three hundred people attended a meeting of the St. Louis
County Historical Society held at Gilbert on December 18. Among
the papers presented were a “History of Sparta and Gilbert,”
by the Honorable Mark Nolan of Gilbert; an account of the
*“ Discovery of Ore and Development of the Mining Industry in
the Gilbert Region,” by L. C. David of Elcor; and a review of
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“ Agriculture, Past and Present, in the Gilbert Country,” by
Alfred Hoel of Gilbert.

A special edition of the Duluth Herald issued on November 12
to commemorate the completion of the new Duluth city hall
includes numerous pictures and several articles dealing with the
progress of the city “from trading post to trading center.”
Among the latter is a review of the “ City Hall Project™; a
history of the Duluth Public Library since its establishment in
1890; and an account of the local press, especially of the city’s
first paper, the Tribune, which was “moved across bay during
night ¥ from Superior in 1869. The illustrations include a pic-
torial record of the building of the city hall and a number of
views of Duluth in the seventies.

A history of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Owatonna
was presented by Mrs. M. A. Chadwick before members of the
congregation on December 1, as part of the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the church. The paper is published in part
in the Owatonna Journal-Chronicle for December 7.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Minneapolis
Journal on November 26 has been marked by the publication by
this paper of a wealth of historical material, beginning with an
elaborate special edition issued on November 25. Every section
of this issue is approached from the historical point of view.
On the first page is reproduced full size in facsimile the opening
sheet of volume 1, number 1 of the Journal. The sport section
includes a survey of American sports in 1878 and a picture of a
famous football struggle of that year; the “ want ad ” section re-
produces advertisements from some early issues of the Journal,
portraits of some Minneapolis belles of 1878 and an account of
the social activities of that day by Agnes von Scholten appear in
the society section; “ Women Play Big Part in 50 Years of State
History ” is the subject of a sketch by Sue M. Phillips in the
section devoted to women’s organizations; articles in the “ Books
and Art” section recall “ Best Sellers of Just 5o Years Ago”
and the “ City’s First Art Show,” a loan exhibition arranged by
John S. Bradstreet and Mr. and Mrs. William H. Hinkle; and
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accounts of early theatrical attractions in Minneapolis by Merle
Potter and of the city as a musical center by Victor Nilsson, with
pictures of some pioneer theaters, appear in the section on amuse-
ments. Numerous articles of a more general nature also are
included. Among them is a comparison of the present volume
of Minneapolis business with that of fifty years ago and a descrip-
tion of the physical appearance of the city when the “ first Journal
newshoys ” started out to sell papers on the “ unpaved streets and
at fine homes where [the] loop is now.” Other articles deal more
directly with the history of the paper itself. Mr. F. E. Curtis of
Los Angeles, one of the three founders of the Journal, contributes
an account of his experiences in its early years; and another article
outlines the story of its progress. More interesting, however, is
the detailed history entitled “ Up From Horse Car Days—A Story
of the Journal,” by A. J. Russell. The opening chapters of this
narrative are published in the issue of November 25, and install-
ments continue to appear in the daily issues for several months.
Each is accompanied by a facsimile reproduction of some interest-
ing article or item from the Journal for the year with which the
narrative deals. Attention should be called also to the excellent
illustrations used in the anniversary edition and to a special roto-
gravure section, which not only presents a pictorial history of
Minneapolis, but includes photographs of many other Minnesota
towns in the late seventies.

The history of the old Cataract Mill, “ the first of the Minne-
apolis ‘big mills,”” is outlined in the Minneapolis Journal for
November 15. A picture of the mill, which was built in 1859 and
was recently torn down, appears with the article.

The transatlantic flight of the “ Graf Zeppelin ” is the occasion
for the publication of two stories of pioneer airship flights around
St. Paul in the St. Paul Pioneer Press. According to the first,
published on October 12, Count Ferdinand Zeppelin built his first
airship at Fort Snelling in 1863, “ had the military tailor at the
fort sew up the bag, which he then filled with as many cubic feet
of gas manufactured by the St. Paul Gas company as that
company would sell him,” and managed to raise it a few hundred
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feet from the ground. The second article, which appears in the
issue of October 15, tells of the flight in the same year of Mrs.
Charles E. Furness in a captive balloon owned by a Professor
Steiner at St. Paul.

Conditions in St. Paul seventy years ago when Mrs. David Day
arrived in the city as a bride are described in an interview with her
in the St. Paul Dispatch for October 3o0.
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