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for March 31. A review of the series will appear in a future num­
ber of the magazine. 

" The Sibley Home at St. Paul, Minn," is the subject of one 
of a series of articles by L. O. Leonard dealing with " Famous 
Homes on the Rock Island Lines " in the Rock Island Magazine 
for March. Pictures of the interior and exterior of the Sibley 
House and a portrait of Henry H. Sibley accompany the article. 

Jane Grey Swisshelm and the St. Cloud Visiter, the abolitionist 
newspaper that she established at St. Cloud in 1857, are the sub­
jects of an article by Julian Sargent in the St. Paul Dispatch for 
March 11. The writer makes the statement that a file of the 
Visiter and of its successor, the St. Cloud Democrat, has " come 
into possession of the Minnesota Historical society " ; these papers, 
however, have merely been loaned to the society. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Historical notes have been included during the past three months 
in a number of the accounts of Minnesota communities that are 
appearing each Sunday in the St. Paul Pioneer Press on a page 
devoted to " Industrial Minnesota." A review of the early his­
tory of International Falls, which was incorporated as a village 
in 1901, by C. B. Montgomery; and a sketch of Alexander Baker, 
who filed the first claim on the site, are among the articles on this 
boundary town published on February 17. The " Romance of 
Paper at Grand Rapids " is the title of a sketch dealing with the 
origin and growth of the Itasca Paper Company, which appears 
with other articles on Grand Rapids on February 24; the early 
history of Hastings, which was a " boom town when river craft 
brought settlers to Northwest before Civil War," is related in 
the issue for March 10; and some of the historic points around 
Lake City are described in the articles pubHshed on March 17. 

The story of the orgaruzation of the Aitkin post of the Ameri­
can Legion in 1919 and of its activities during each year since that 
time is outHned in the Aitkin Independent Age for January 26. 

The pioneer days of automobile traffic in Aitkin are described 
in an article in the Aitkin Republican for January 24, which teUs 
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of a primitive three-wheeled vehicle invented and built by John 
Hanson and of the first regularly manufactured car brought to 
Aitkin by Dr. A. G. Belsheim in 1907. 

Bemidji as it was thirty years ago when Mr. P. M. Dicaire set­
tled there is recalled in an interview pubHshed in the Bemidji Daily 
Pioneer for March 23. In the issue of the same paper for March 
27 the problems that confronted the pioneer police force of 
Bemidji in the days when the lumberjacks flocked into the city 
to spend their earnings are described. The latter article appears 
also in the Bemidji Sentinel of March 29. 

To mark the passing of seventy-five years since the first num­
ber of the Frontiersman was published at Sauk Rapids by 
Jeremiah RusseU, the Sauk Rapids Sentinel, as the paper is now 
known, issued a " Diamond Jubilee Edition" on February 14. 
It includes numerous articles of historical interest — a detailed 
survey of the history of Sauk Rapids from 1844 to the present, 
an outline of the " History of Benton County between 1856 and 
1918" with brief notes on the various villages and townships 
of the county, accounts of the pioneer newspapers of Sauk Rapids 
and Benton County, and a description of the tornado of April 
14, 1886. A number of reminiscent sketches printed in the issue 
include letters from former editors of the Sentinel, and " Stories 
of Sauk Rapids' Logging Days " by Fred N. Sartell, J. H. Coates, 
and John A. Senn. Mr. Sartell's article is of special interest, 
since he describes the rafts and log drives and the sawmills at 
Sauk Rapids when the lumber industry was in its prime. 

Plans for a Diamond Jubilee and Homecoming celebration at 
New Ulm from July 3 to 7 have been announced recently in the 
local press by the Junior Pioneer Association and the New Ulm 
Business Men's Association. In order to stimulate interest in the 
celebration, Mr. Athanas Henle of the Junior Pioneer Associa­
tion has published several articles dealing with the beginnings of 
New Ulm as a German colonizing project in 1854; these appear 
in the New Ulm Review for February 13 and 20 and in the Brown 
County Journal for Febraary 15 and 22. The author used this 
opportunity to appeal to Junior Pioneers to record their memories 
of early days and to send to the organization any manuscripts 
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or other material they might have dealing with the early years 
of the community. Perhaps the most interesting and valuable 
result of this appeal is a series of articles entitled " Treasures 
from the Old Garret," by Hugo Roos of Kansas City, the pub­
lication of which began in the Journal of March 15. In the first 
article, which serves as an introduction to the series, the author 
explains that he has " ransacked, on many a rainy Sunday after­
noon, the old chests stored in our garret — chests that contained 
the private papers of my father. These papers had been stored 
there for thirty and forty years, and were all closely identified 
with the early history of New Ulm." Mr. Roos then presents a 
list of twenty-eight papers and documents that he has selected 
as being of special interest. The value of the material may be 
judged from the fact that it includes a copy of the report of the 
surveyor " which accompanied the fifing of the plat of the town 
of New Ulm in 1858"; papers relating to the founding of the 
Neu Ulm Pioneer in 1857; bills of lading for certain Minnesota 
River steamboats for 1858; petitions for the " establishment of 
better mail service, bearing 51 original signatures of settlers of 
New Ulm and vicinity"; and numerous papers relating to the 
part played by the people of New Ulm in the Sioux War. In the 
second and third articles of the series, published on March 22 and 
29, Mr. Roos summarizes the contents of several of the papers. 
It is to be hoped that he will soon place these manuscripts in some 
depository where they will be safer than in his own attic and 
where their permanent preservation will be assured. 

Plans for the organization of a local historical society for 
Cottonwood County were made at a meeting of the Community 
Club of Windom on February i, and a committee, of which Mr. 
H. E. Hanson is chairman, was named to consider the matter. It 
has decided to wait until early in the summer before organizing 
a society, but in the meantime it is gathering local history material 
through the use of a questionnaire, which is being sent to the 
older residents of the county. They are being asked to record 
their reminiscences and to supply " relics and other data that 
might be of historical value." Suggestions for the questionnaire 
were supplied by the Minnesota Historical Society. 
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At the first annual meeting of the Crow Wing County Historical 
Society, held at Brainerd on January lo, the following officers 
were reelected: Mr. S. R. Adair, president; Mrs. M. A. Bronson, 
vice president; Mrs. F. W. Wieland, secretary; and Mrs. Florence 
Fleming, treasurer. In connection with an announcement of the 
meeting in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for January 5, Judge 
L. B. Kinder presents some incidents in the early history of the 
county. A portrait of William Morrison, an early trader in the 
vicinity, appears with this article. 

An interview with Mr. E. J. Ingalls of Newport, a pioneer who 
settled at Dodge Center in 1841 and whose early experiences 
included driving a stage between Winona and Rochester, is pub­
lished in the Rochester Post-Bulletin of March 23 and the Wirtona 
Republican-Herald of March 26. 

Two early mills built on the Upper Iowa River at Granger, 
Minnesota, and Florenceville, Iowa, on either side of the state 
boundary about 1870 are described in Levants Weekly of Lanes-
boro for January 24. According to this account the course of the 
river gradually changed and destroyed the prosperity of both mills, 
which had been rivals for the trade of the neighboring region. 

In an interview published in the Grant County Herald for Feb­
ruary 28, Mr. Knute Eidal of Fergus Falls recalls his experiences 
in the blizzard of 1873 and of pioneer life in Stony Brook Town­
ship, where he originally settled. 

The history of a little woolen mill on Bear Creek near Spring 
Grove in Houston County — a relic of the days when " these 
small water-power woolen mills were almost as common . . . as 
the gristmills " — is briefly sketched in the Caledonia Journal for 
February 13. 

The history of the Jackson County village of Okabena, a com­
munity that was founded in the nineties, is outlined by Mrs. F. 
G. Barr in the Okabena Press for February 7. 

The beginnings of the Norway Lake settlement, the massacre 
there in 1862, and the return of settlers who fled during the out­
break to reestablish homes on the original site in 1864 and 1865 
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are described in a series of articles by G. Stene published under 
the title " The Past and the Present" in the New London Times 
from December 20 to January 30. 

How representatives of the German colonization company that 
founded New Ulm nearly selected a site near the present town of 
Le Sueur is related in the Le Sueur News-Herald for February 
27. 

The progress of the creamery industry at Montgomery from 
the first " skimming station " established about thirty-five years 
ago to the cooperative creamery started in 1917 is traced in the 
Montgomery Messenger for February 15. 

Historical activity at Hutchinson has been greatly stimulated 
by the announcement that this city will be the host for the eighth 
state historical convention tmder the auspices of the Minnesota 
Historical Society on June 14 and 15. The Hutchinson Histori­
cal Society, which was formed in 1906 but had never since held a 
meeting, was reorganized on March 20 by a group of people inter­
ested in local history. They appointed a board of six directors, 
who met on March 22 and elected officers. Mayor H. A. Dobratz 
was named as president; Mr. J. M. Eheim, vice president; Mr. E. 
L. Higgins, secretary and treasurer; and Mrs. Sophie P. White, 
librarian. 

Some early hotels at Hutchinson, especially the Sumner Hotel, 
which was used as a hospital during the Sioux Outbreak, are 
described in the Hutchinson Leader for January 18 in an article 
which forms one of a series on local history. Another sketch, 
published on February 15, outlines the development of the local 
fire department. 

Early pioneer associations of Glencoe and the first gathering 
of pioneers at that place, said to have been held on June 11, 1857, 
are described by Win V. Working in the Glencoe Enterprise for 
March 28. The account is one of a series of local history sketches, 
which includes articles on pioneer clothing, January 24; the origin 
of the name of Sundown, a district in Green Isle Township, 
February 2 1 ; and the development of local government at Glen­
coe, March 7. 
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The career of Mr. John Kuhlmann of Lester Prairie, who has 
invented and manufactured many of the " conveniences and time-
savers " used in the barns of the dairy farmers of his neighbor­
hood, is the subject of a sketch in the Lester Prairie News for 
March 29. 

The fact that migrations to the American frontier are often 
intrastate and from the last preceding frontier is illustrated by 
an interesting brief account of the settlement of a group of pio­
neers from Willmar in Marshall County in 1879, contributed by 
Nels Malm to the Marshall County Banner of Argyle for Feb­
ruary 14. Mr. Malm tells of his trip from Willmar to locate the 
claim on which he has since lived near Argyle in March, 1879, 
and of his return to guide his neighbors and bring his family to 
the new home. 

A recent addition to the list of county historical societies in 
Minnesota is the Martin County Historical Society, which was 
organized at Fairmont on February 2 with twenty-nine charter 
members. The following officers, all residents of Fairmont, were 
elected: Judge Julius E. Haycraft, president; Mrs. H. W. Brodt, 
vice president; Mr. Arthur M. Nelson, secretary; and Mr. E. 
Howard Fitz, treasurer. The society plans to have a correspond­
ing secretary in each township of the county, who will cooperate 
with the local farm bureau. A constitution based on the model 
constitution for a local historical society prepared by the Minne­
sota Historical Society (see ante, 4 : 252-256) was adopted. 

The winter of 1881 in Fairmont, when the town " had only 
two passenger trains in February " as the result of heavy snow, 
is described in a daily summary based upon contemporary news­
papers in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for February 23. While 
the snow was the deepest a number of " pictures were taken by 
an itinerant photographer who came out from Winona and made 
a big set of snow blockade stereopticon views," several of which 
are reproduced in the same issue of the Sentinel. 

The passing of fifty years since the incorporation of Little 
Falls as a village on February 25, 1879, was marked by the pub­
lication of an account of the history of the community in the 
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Little Falls Herald for February 22. It traces the story of Little 
Falls from the earliest settlement of the township in 1848, and it 
tells of the coming of the railroad; the establishing of industries, 
particularly the lumber, paper, and flour mills; and the later de­
velopment of churches, schools, and a library. 

A mimeographed outline of Minnesota and Olmsted County 
history, prepared by Grace Evans, has been issued for use in 
connection with the teaching of these subjects in the fourth grade 
of the Rochester schools. In the study of Minnesota history 
such topics as geography, the Indians, exploration, the fur trade, 
missions, settlement, the organization of the territory and the 
state, pioneer life, the state's part in the Civil War, the Sioux 
Outbreak, and the growth of the state since the sixties are included. 
Buck's Stories of Early Minnesota is being used as a text, and it 
is being supplemented by a number of well-known works on the 
Northwest, the state, and the county. 

In connection with the preparations that are being made at 
Rochester for the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the founding of the community from June 9 to 13, Mr. Burt W. 
Eaton has addressed about twelve hundred local high school 
students on the subject of the city's history. One of the features 
of the celebration will be a local history essay contest for high 
school students. 

" Some Early History of Pelican Rapids," by Georgina Cole 
Harris, appears in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for March 23 
and 25. The author declares that her main object is to make known 
the place in Pelican Rapids where the first settler built his cabin, 
since one of the avowed purposes of the Otter Tail County His­
torical Society is to erect markers on the sites where settlement 
began in each township of the county. The spot in Pelican Rapids 
that should be marked is just east of the present town hall, for 
here Harrison Harris built a cabin in 1869, according to Mrs. 
Harris. Some interesting reminiscences of the writer, who is 
herself an early settler, are included in the article; she tells of the 
early residents, the first store, the first school, pioneer social life, 
and early commercial development. In connection with the latter 
subject she recalls the visit to the settlement of Lord Gordon 
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Gordon and his negotiations with one of the pioneers, W. G. 
Tuttle, who was ruined financially when it became known that 
Gordon was a swindler. At the end of the article are printed 
letters from William H. and John H. Robson, members of a 
family that Uved in Pelican Rapids in the seventies, in which 
they recall their pioneer Minnesota experiences. 

Frontier Hfe in Otter Tail County in the early seventies is 
vividly pictured by Mr. Hans P. Bjorge of San Marino, California, 
in a sketch published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for Feb­
ruary 26. He tells also of his family's emigration from Norway, 
giving the economic reasons for the departure; he describes the 
voyage to America in a sailing vessel; and he presents the story 
of the first year in America before the home in Otter Tail County 
was established in 1869. 

The first of a series of articles on the region around Sacred 
Heart, by Ole O. Enestvedt, appears in the Sacred Heart News for 
February 14. In some of the early installments the author tells 
of the first settlers in the vicinity, of the organization of the town­
ship known as Hawk Creek, of the first post office established in 
1870, and of the first Renville County court house at Beaver 
Falls. A plea for the teaching of local history in the Sacred 
Heart schools is included in the opening article. 

The relationship between the local historical society and the 
public library was the subject discussed at a meeting of the Rice 
County Historical Society at Faribault on March 18. Miss Gratia 
Countryman, librarian of the Minneapolis Public Library, was 
the principal speaker; Dr. C. A. Duniway of Northfield, president 
of the society, and Dr. F. F. Kramer, president of the local library 
board, also addressed the meeting. The subject was especially 
appropriate, since in the plans for the new Buckman Memorial 
Library, which is to be erected at Faribault, a room is provided for 
the use of the Rice County Historical Society. 

An article on Faribault — its history and its present points of 
interest — by Duane Clark appears in the Western Story Maga^ 
zine of March 2 as one of a series of sketches of " Pioneer Towns 
of the West." 
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" I have got my house fixed up inside now and a work bench, a 
bunk and hen coop. . . . Right back of the bunk is a six-light win­
dow," wrote William F. Brown, now of Seattle, Washington, to 
his mother on December 26, 1871, soon after settling in Clinton 
Township, Rock County. The letter in which he depicted his 
pioneer experiences is now in the possession of Mr. E. A. Brown 
of Luverne and is printed in the Rock County Herald of Luverne 
for February 22. Frontier social and economic conditions are 
reflected in the letter, for the writer records that he entertained 
guests on Christmas night, having a " new hay-carpet down for the 
occasion, all my pictures hung up, and my best clothes on when 
they came " ; he tells of making a " music stool for Mrs. Kniss in 
lieu of payment for bread-making " ; and he describes a six-day 
trip by ox team to the " mill and store " across the border in 
Dakota. 

The museum of the Roseau County Historical Society — a 
room in the court house at Roseau in which the collections of the 
society, consisting of pictures, documents, newspapers, and pioneer 
objects, have been arranged — was opened to the public for the 
first time on February 18. A small admission fee was charged, 
and a lecture illustrated with slides borrowed from the Minnesota 
Historical Society was presented. 

That a " pocket handkerchief served as first post office in Hen­
derson " is announced in an article on the town's early postal 
service published as one of a local history series in the Henderson 
Independent for February i. Sketches of some of the steamboat 
captains who ran boats on the Minnesota River in pioneer days 
appear on Janviary 4, and the bridge built across that stream at 
Henderson in 1877 is the subject of the article published on 
February 8. 

Among the recent articles in a local history series that is appear­
ing in the Arlington Enterprise are an account of the smallpox 
epidemic of 1872, when the pioneers were forced to fight the 
disease without medical aid, January 3 ; a description of a pioneer 
rural school of the sixties, January 17; some recollections of Mr. 
Nelson Norman of Jessenland Township concerning his experi­
ences with a Red River train between St. Cloud and Winnipeg, 
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January 3 1 ; and an account of the failure of the first town-site 
project at Arlington in 1857, February 14. 

At a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society at 
Duluth on January 7, the Twentieth Century Club presented the 
program. It opened with a paper on the club's " Annals " by Mrs. 
R. C. Dryer; and it included a survey of the " Beginnings of the 
Practice of Medicine in St. Louis County " by Dr. C. A. Scherer; 
and an account of " Women at the Head of the Lakes a Century 
Ago " by William E. Culkin. 

" Steam Boat Days on the Crow Wing River Back in Eighties " 
are described in the Staples World for March 14 in an article 
based on an interview with Mr. Bert Ellis of Staples, who owns 
a picture of what was probably the only steamboat that ever 
operated on the Crow Wing. He relates that after the boat was 
built an attempt was made to establish freight service between 
Motley and Shell City, but that the project failed because the boat 
could not go over rapids in the river. Although Mr. Ellis does 
not recall the name of the boat, it was undoubtedly the " Lotta 
Lee," which was built at Shell City in 1884. 

The Minnesota Historical Society has supplied the officials of 
Wilkin County with historical information that may be used in 
planning the decorations for a new court house, which is to be 
built at Breckenridge. 

Mr. Burt W. Eaton of Rochester was the principal speaker at 
the annual meeting of the Winona County Old Settiers Associa­
tion on February 22. An article by Mr. Paul Thompson, histor­
ian of the association, which appears in the Winona Republican-
Herald for that date, tells of the Rollingstone colony founded at 
Minnesota City in 1852 by members of the Western Farm and 
Village Association. Portraits of the " permanent members " of 
the association — those who survived the first pioneer hardships 
and remained in the community — appear with the article. 

The contents of an old record book of the town clerk of Mooers 
Prairie Township, now known as Stockholm, in Wright County 
are described in the Cokato Enterprise for March 28. The mate­
rial in the volume includes the records of the annual town meeting 



1929 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 233 

of 1862, the names of the supervisors elected in that year, a list 
of all the men living in " district No. i " in 1866, and some of 
the earliest chattel mortgages registered in the township. 

A sketch of the " Ancient and Historic Layman Cemetery, at 
Minneapolis" is included in a pamphlet entitled Minneapolis 
Memorial Cemetery, compiled by Marion P. Satterlee (1928. 
18 p.). Among the other items of interest in the pamphlet are 
accounts of Minneapolis Memorial Day ceremonies from 1880 to 
1890 and notes on a few of the pioneers who were buried in Lay­
man's Cemetery. 

The history of a Minneapolis organization devoted to the study 
of local government and its programs from 1894 to 1923 have 
been published in a pamphlet entitled The Six O'Clock Club 
(42 p.). 

The first number of Saint Paul: A Quarterly Magazine, pub­
lished by the St. Paul Association of Commerce, appeared in 
March. It contains articles about a number of the city's indus­
tries and about several of its cultural assets, including the St. 
Paul Institute and the recently established Little Theater of the 
St. Paul Players. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Ancient Land­
mark Lodge No. 5 of the Masonic Order was celebrated at the 
Masonic Temple in St. Paul on January 19. The " Early History 
of Ancient Landmark Lodge " was the subject of a talk by Owen 
Morris, and its " more recent history " was described by Milton 
P. Firestone. A program issued in connection with the celebration 
includes lists of the charter members of the lodge and of those 
who have been members for more than forty years. 

A History of the Lincoln Republican Club of St. Paid, " com­
piled from Club records and the files of Saint Paul newspapers " 
by Henry J. Hadlich, was distributed at the annual banquet of the 
association on February 12. The story of the founding of the 
club in 1894 is presented, and accounts of the various banquets 
held since that time on February 12 of each year with summaries 
of the speeches made are included. 
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St. Paul's first telephone exchange, which provided service for 
fourteen subscribers in 1879, is described in an article in the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press for February 24. The account is based 
on the recollections of Miss Elizabeth Good, one of the original 
operators, who still is connected with the local telephone service. 
It includes a list of the business firms whose establishments were 
first connected by telephone in St. Paul. 

Mr. Frederick W. Fiske recalls some of his experiences as a 
teacher of Latin and Greek in the St. Paul high schools, in which 
he has taught almost continuously since 1881, in an inter­
view published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 13. 
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