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A volume of Essays Offered to Herbert Putnam by His Col­
leagues and Friends on His Thirtieth Anniversary as Librarian of 
Congress (New Haven, 1929), collected and edited by WUHam W. 
Bishop and Andrew Keogh, contains two essays of Minnesota in­
terest. The first of these is one entitled "Mr . Putnam and the 
Minneapolis Public Library," contributed by Gratia A. Country­
man, its present librarian (p. 5 ) ; the other, " Notes on the Be­
ginning of a Mid-West University Library," is an historical sketch 
of the library at the University of Minnesota by its librarian, 
Frank K. Walter (p. 510). 

Stagecoach days in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa are 
described in an interview with Mr. Charles Peck of Decorah, Iowa, 
published in the New Ulm Review for April 10. When the Sioux 
Outbreak began in 1862, Mr. Peck was driving a stage between 
Lansing and Decorah, and he gives an account of the excitement 
caused throughout the region by the Indian uprising. 

A journey of twelve weeks in a covered wagon from Potter-
ville, Michigan, to Minneapolis in 1871 is among the experiences 
described by G. H. Lewis of Benson in an article published in the 
Simft County News of Benson for May 7. The writer tells how 
his father and uncle started out with their famiHes to join a col­
ony of Mennonites in Minnesota; how the uncle became dis­
couraged after reaching Minneapolis and returned to his home in 
Boston; and how his father decided to settle in Osseo, where he 
remained untU 1875, when the mother's death led the family to go 
back to Michigan. Mr. Lewis and his brother later returned to 
Minnesota and the former settled at Benson. 

Articles about the past and present of a number of Minnesota 
towns are being published in the Sunday issues of the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press as a series on " Industrial Minnesota." Among the 
communities so dealt with are Detroit Lakes, April 14; Wadena, 
April 21 ; Staples, April 28; Montevideo, May 5; MarshaU, May 
12; Litchfield, May 19; Northfield, May 26; Wabasha, June 2; 
Moorhead, June 16; and Fargo, North Dakota, June 23. 

The Lake Superior iron mining district is described as the 
" most striking single factor, if not the most important, in the 
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location of the steel industry of America today " in an article on 
the " Iron and Steel Industry of the United States," by Richard 
Hartshorne, in the Journal of Geography for April. 

A useful handbook of information about Forestry in Minnesota, 
by E. G. Cheyney and O. R. Levin, has been published by the 
commissioner of forestry and fire prevention and the division of 
forestry of the University of Minnesota (1929. 55 p.). The au­
thors trace the " Development of the Ltunber Industry," tell of 
the organization of the various state forestry agencies, present 
briefly the history of conservation in Minnesota, give short his­
tories of the state and national forests of Minnesota, and include 
much other material of a more technical nature. The locations of 
the original pine and hardwood forests of the state, of the present 
regions of virgin forest, and of the state ranger stations are shown 
on a map. 

An account of the " early development of coimty-agent work " 
in Minnesota is included in a History of Agricultural Extension 
Work in the United States, 1785—1923, by Alfred C. True, pub­
lished as number 15 of the Miscellaneous Publications of the 
United States department of agriculture (Washington, 1928. 220 
p.). According to this account the first county agent in the state 
was F. F. Marshall, who began work in Traverse County in the 
fall of 1912. 

The activities of James J. Hill and a number of other Minne­
sotans in the promotion of cattle-breeding are given due recogni­
tion in a History of Aberdeen-Angus Cattle by Alvin H. Sanders 
(Chicago, 1928. 1042 p.) . 

Information about 866 Minnesotans who died in World War 
service and are buried in European cemeteries is published in the 
Congressional Record for June 19 at the instance of Congressman 
Melvin J. Maas of St. Paul, who obtained the data from the quar­
termaster general of the army. Each name is accompanied by a 
statement of the man's rank, the organization in which he served, 
and the location of his grave. 

The career of a newspaper publisher and political leader of 
some importance in Minnesota is the subject of a privately printed 
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memorial volume entitled Tarns Bixby, i855-1922 (n. p., n. d. 
137 p.). Bixby's political career included service as private secre­
tary for (jovernors Merriam, Nelson, and Clough; in the news­
paper field he established the Red Wing Sun in 1884 and acted 
as general manager of the St. Paul Pioneer Press from 1907 to, 
1909. These activities are described in the present volume and a 
chapter is given to the town-site project that resulted in the found­
ing of Bemidji — a project in which Bixby was greatly interested. 
Greater emphasis is given, however, to his work as active chair­
man from 1897 to 1907 of the Dawes commission, which was in-
tmsted with the " administration of the Five CivUized Tribes " 
of Indian Territory. The Ulustrations in the volume are particu­
larly noteworthy, since they inclt;de many contemporary photo­
graphs and cartoons. 

The activities of Professor John S. Kedney of the Seabury Di­
vinity School of Faribault as a member of the faculty of the Con­
cord School of Philosophy, established as a summer school in 1879 
by Bronson Alcott at his home in Concord, are described by Austin 
Warren in an article on the school in the New Ertglamd Quarterly 
for April. 

Louis H. Pammel in number 4 of his series of pamphlets de­
voted to Prominent Men I Have Met (Ames, Iowa, 1928. 16 p.) 
sketches the unique career of Edward W. D. Holway, who 
spent the years from 1904 until his death in 1923 as an assistant 
professor of botany in the University of Minnesota. The author 
touches briefly upon Professor Holway's activities as a banker at 
Decorah, Iowa, during thirty-five years, a period when his interest 
in botany was developing, and he tells how later he removed to 
Minneapolis to devote all his time to the study of this subject, 
particularly of plant rusts. Numerous articles about Holway and 
his work are quoted in the sketch. 

The second volume of the Dictionary of American Biography, 
edited by Allen Johnson for the American Council of Learned 
Societies (New York, 1929), includes the names " Barsotti" to 
" Brazer." Of particular interest to Minnesotans are the biog­
raphies of Father George A. Belcourt, Canadian Catholic mission-
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ary who established several missions to the Indians, among them 
one at Pembina; James S. Bell, for many years president of the 
firm of Washburn-Crosby of Minneapolis; the Chippewa half-
breed, Pierre Bottineau, noted as a scout and guide; Lloyd W. 
Bowers, prominent lawyer and United States solicitor-general un­
der President Taft, who was for many years a resident of Wi­
nona; and John E. Bradley, for several years, beginning in 1876, 
superintendent of schools in Minneapolis. These five biographies 
were prepared, respectively, by Orin G. Libby, W. J. Ghent, Theo­
dore C. Blegen, Francis S. Philbrick, and Charles H. Rammel-
kamp. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The early years of the old Franklin School at Mankato are 
described by Mrs. Zula Bartlett Baker, one of the teachers who 
helped to open it in 1875, in two interviews published in the Man­
kato Free Press for April 22 and 25. She recalls that she had 
a large number of German pupils in her classes: " In January, 
1876, I had thirty new pupils come in who could not say ' dog' or 
' cat ' in, as one small boy said, ' American talk.' " 

An historic landmark of Blue Earth County, the Seppman MiU, 
with more than an acre of ground surrounding it, has been deeded 
to the Blue Earth County Historical Society by Mr. Alfred B. 
Seppman and Miss Martha A. Seppman. The society plans to re­
store the old windmill and perhaps add the site to Minneopa State 
Park, near which it is located. An artistic sketch of the mill, which 
was built in the early sixties and used until 1890, and an account 
of its history and construction are published in the Mankato Daily 
Free Press for May 14. 

An account of early settlement in the neighborhood of Spring­
field, by L. E. Potter, appears under the tide " In the Days of '69 " 
in the Springfield Advance Press from April 18 to May 23. The 
material, which was gathered by a group of old settiers and pre­
pared for publication by Mr. Potter, consists for the most part 
of brief reminiscent items and accounts of early days in Spring­
field, but it includes also a table of information about settlement 
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in Brookville, North Star, Burnstown, Bashaw, and Sundown 
townships, naming in separate columns the first and the present 
occupants or owners of the land. No dates are given, but the 
author states that only such sections as were occupied about the 
time when Springfield was incorporated are included. He depend­
ed, not on county records, but on the memory of early settlers 
for his information. The narrative has also been published in 
pamphlet form. 

The story of the settlement of New Ulm in 1854 and 1855 by 
a group of German colonists and of events connected with its 
early history is told in the New Ulm Review for June 26 and in 
the Brown County Journal for June 28, in connection with the 
announcement of plans for a Diamond Jubilee celebration in July. 

The founding and early history of Chanhassen Township, Car­
ver County, are described in the Shakopee Argus-Tribune for 
April 18. 

Eight thousand persons assembled at Center City on May 12 to 
witness the unveiling of a monument commemorating the estab­
lishment there seventy-five years ago of the first Swedish Lutheran 
church in Minnesota. An article on the history of the church by 
Luman U. Spehr, published in the Chisago County Press of Lind-
strom for May 9, includes an account of the beginnings of Swedish 
settlement at Center City in the early fifties. Portraits of many 
of the people who helped found the church in 1854 and pictures 
of the first and present church buildings appear in the same issue 
of the Press. 

The organization meeting of the Cottonwood County Historical 
Society (see ante, p. 225) was held at Windom on June 26. After 
addresses by Judge A. W. Annes and Mr. H. E. Hanson of Win­
dom, Dr. Solon J. Buck of the Minnesota Historical Society, and 
Mr. I. I. Bargen of Mountain Lake, a constitution was adopted; 
officers were elected, with Mr. Hanson as the first president; and 
twenty-six charter members were enrolled. To correlate activities 
in the various parts of the county, it is planned to appoint a sec­
retary for each township. 
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A list of the mound groups in the vicinity of Mille Lacs, com­
prising a total of 1,125 mounds, is included in an article published 
in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for April 29. Some of the reHcs 
that have been discovered upon excavation are described and the 
preservation of the moimds is urged. 

Pioneer life in Dodge County is described by A. P. Baker of 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, who spent his boyhood on the Minnesota 
prairies, in an article published on April 13 in the Com-monwealth 
Reporter of Fond du Lac as one of a series entitled " When I Was 
21." Mr. Baker's sketch is reprinted in the Mantorville Express 
for April 19. 

A pioneer rural school near Bricelyn is described by Mr. Gus 
Seeley in a brief interview printed in the Bricelyn Sentinel for 
April 4. He relates that eighty-six pupils were in attendance in 
1886 and that they came to school on skates during the winter 
months. 

The days when Red Wing was an important primary wheat 
market are recalled by Mr. Matt Pohl, who settled there in 1867, 
in an interview published in the Red Wing Daily Republican for 
May I. He states that he remembers "counting 50 teams, loaded 
with wheat, headed toward Red Wing . . . on a single day." 

Recollections of pioneer conditions in Goodhue County are pre­
sented by Mrs. H. T. Hoven in an article on pioneering in Goodhue 
County, in Decorah Posten of Decorah, Iowa, for May 17. The 
account forms one of a series published under the general title 
" Minder fra nybyggertiden " ( " Memories of Pioneer Times " ). 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the organization of Goodhue 
County is noted and the history of the courthouse at Red Wing, 
which has been in continuous use since its erection in 1858, is out­
Hned in the Red Wing Daily Eagle for May 11. 

The history of the First Congregational Church of Robbinsdale, 
which celebrated its fortieth anniversary with special services on 
May 24 and 26, is outlined by Evelyn Shumway in the Hennepin 
County Enterprise of Robbinsdale for May 23. 
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An historical pageant, " The Builders of Houston County," was 
the central feature of a three-day celebration held at Caledonia 
from June 14 to 16 to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the establishment of the county. Among the local history ma­
terial published to stimulate interest in the event are the remin­
iscences of Prentice A. Pope and his sister, Mrs. Mary Davidson, 
in the Caledonia Journal for April 3 and 10. This narrative begins 
with a graphic description of the Pope family's journey from New 
York to the new western home, a farm site near Caledonia, in 
1854. Interesting comments are made on various phases of pioneer 
life, the Sioux Outbreak of 1862, the growth of the settlement, 
the first schools, politics of the period, and the religious life of 
the community. The first instaUment of the memoirs of another 
early settler, T. R. Stewart, who came from Massachusetts with 
his parents in 1853, appears in the Caledonia Journal for May i. 

An editorial on the value of " Newspapers as History " appears 
in the Jackson Republic for April 12, the first number of volume 
60 of the paper. The writer calls upon the readers of the paper 
to appreciate the historical value of newspaper files and to pro­
vide for their preservation, preferably through local historical so­
cieties. The issue also includes a number of articles on the history 
of the locality, reprinted for the most part from earlier issues or 
from a volume on the history of Jackson County. Of special in­
terest are an account of early days in the county by M. S. Clough 
and some recollections of Ormin Nason, recorded thirty-five years 
ago, in which he tells of carrying mail on foot from Mankato to 
Sioux City, Iowa, via Jackson, in 1858. 

Sketches of the canning, banking, and milling industries at 
Le Sueur are included among the historical articles pubHshed on 
June 19 in a special edition of the Le Sueur News-Herald. 

Road-building activities in McLeod County during the sixties 
and stagecoach facilities in the eighties are described in two ar­
ticles in the Glencoe Enterprise for May 2 and 30. 

" From a Castle on the Rhine to a Minnesota Cabin " is the title 
of a sketch of Mr. Leonard Archer-Burton, who settled at Fair-
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mont in 1876 as a member of the Martin County English colony, 
in the magazine section of the Minneapolis Journal for May 26. 

Graphic pictures of pioneer life in Martin County are given in 
a series of papers published in the Martin County Independent of 
Fairmont for May 13, 15, 18, and 20. These papers were pre­
pared by members of the local chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

The history of the Catholic church in Nicollet County is the 
subject of an article in the CathoUc Bulletin of St. Paul for 
June 22. 

A sketch of the early history of Ada is reprinted in the Norman 
County Herald of April 12 from the first issue of the Ada Alert, 
published on April 9, 1880. A copy of this rare paper was dis­
covered recently among the papers of a local bank and turned 
over to the Herald. The article not only gives a good account of 
the founding and early years of Ada, but it also contains much 
information on conditions throughout Norman County in 1880. 
Other items from the Alert are reprinted in the Herald for 
April 19. 

The wrecking of the last store standing on the site of the once 
thriving village of Marion in Olmsted County is the occasion 
for the publication of sketches of the history of that town in the 
Rochester Post-Bulletin and the Winona Republican-Herald for 
May II . Marion was founded in the fifties and for a time was a 
rival of Rochester, but it lost its prosperity when it was jilted by 
the railroad. 

A Soil Survey of Olmsted County, Minnesota, by J. Ambrose 
Elwell, G. B. Shivery, B. H. Hendrickson, Mark Baldwin, and A. 
T. Sweet, has been issued by the bureau of chemistry and soils 
of the United States department of agriculture (1928. 54 p.). It 
includes some valuable material on crops, climate, population, 
topography, and the like, but its sketch of the history of settlement 
is very inaccurate. 

Among the interesting features of the Diamond Jubilee held in 
Rochester from June 9 to 12 to celebrate the seventy-fifth anniver-
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sary of its founding were an historical pageant depicting the early 
history of the community and an exhibit of historic objects, in­
cluding some early railroad equipment. A special edition of the 
Rochester Post-Bulletin issued on June 7 contains numerous 
articles on various phases of the city's development. 

The third annual summer meeting of the Otter Tail County His­
torical Society was held on the shores of Rush Lake, in Otto 
Township, on June 30. The program included papers on the " Early 
History of Maine Township," by Mrs. John Murdock, and the 
" History of St. Lawrence Church and the Life of Father Al-
brecht," by the Reverend Joseph Ambauen, and several short talks 
by pioneers on the " Early Settlement of Rush Lake." At the 
close of the meeting a bronze tablet was unveiled on the " Site 
of the Second Permanent Settlement in Otter Tail County." 

A chapter entitled " Askov: A Study of a Rural Colony of 
Danes in Minnesota," by David Lloyd, is included in a volume 
about Immigrant Farmers and Their Children, by Edmund deS. 
Brunner (Garden City, New York, 1929. 277 p.) . Mr. Lloyd tells 
of the founding of Askov in 1905 by a Danish colonization so­
ciety, the difficulties encountered and problems solved by the first 
settlers, the incorporation of the viUage, the local industrial life, 
the cooperative enterprises that are so characteristic of Danish 
comrnunities, and various phases of the colony's social and cultural 
development. 

A sixty-page " golden anniversary edition" of the Pipestone 
County Star of Pipestone, issued on June 21, contains a wealth 
of material on practically every phase of the history of the city 
and the county of Pipestone. Some of the items were prepared 
especiaUy for this edition; others, such as Nicollet's description of 
the famous pipestone quarries, are reprinted from previously pub­
lished works. There are nearly a hundred illustrations. 

A noteworthy feature of the meeting of the St. Louis County 
Historical Society held at Mountain Iron on May 23 was an after­
noon program presented by the local high school students. Papers 
relating to the history of the region were read by Alfred Staff, 
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Effie Johnson, Vera Jusela, and Lillian Mattson. The day was 
designated as " Mountain Iron Day " in the schools and plans were 
made for the presentation of local history programs before aU 
classes. The afternoon session of the society was followed by an 
automobile tour to some of the mines in the vicinity; a dinner, 
•which was attended by about two hundred people; and an evening 
session. At this meeting papers were read on the history of edu­
cation at Mountain Iron, by A. W. Saari, Jr. ; on the " Coming 
of the Railroad and the Churches," by N. J. Quickstad; on early 
days in the community, by Glenn Merritt; and on the " Discovery 
of the Mesabi Range at Mountain Iron and Vicinity," by R. L. 
Giffin. 

" Teaching in the Early Days on the Iron Range " is the subject 
of a sketch by Mrs. Susan Gandsey, an early teacher at Hibbing, 
in the St. Louis County Independent of Hibbing for May 10. She 
tells of the first Hibbing school, opened in 1894, and describes the 
progress of the school system to 1903, when the first pupils were 
graduated from the high school. 

Accounts of the German colony near Belle Plaine, Scott County; 
the Scandinavian community of East Union, Carver County; 
settlement in Benton Township of that county; and farming in the 
Big Woods in the fifties are given by Win V. Working in the 
Belle Plaine Herald for April 4, 11, 25, and June 27, in a series 
of local history articles. 

Among a series of articles appearing in the Arlington Enter­
prise are an account of the decline of New Rome, once a more or 
less thriving village on the main road from Henderson to Fort 
Ridgely, April 11; descriptions of early rural schools and school-
teaching, April 18 and May 2 ; a sketch of St. Johannes Evangel­
ical Church, founded in 1866 at New Rome, May 23; and the 
story of the founding of Arlington in 1854, Jtme 13. 

At a meeting of the St. Cloud Reading Room Society at SarteU 
on May 16, Mr. William Sartell read a paper on " Early Pioneer 
Life of Minnesota." He included many recollections of his par­
ents, who settled in Steams County in 1853, of other pioneers of 
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the vicinity, and of the beginnings of the milling and lumber in­
dustries of the region. The address is printed in full in the St. 
Cloud Daily Times for May 17. 

On May 18 there was dedicated in CHnton Falls Township a 
marker bearing the following inscription: " Frank West Adams, 
first white child born in Steele County, April 7, 1855-July 11, 
1926. Placed by the Owatonna Cosmopolitan Club, May 18, 1929." 
A sketch of Adams' life, including an account of the emigration 
of his parents from Massachusetts to Minnesota in the fifties, was 
prepared for the occasion by his son, Mr. Floyd Adams of Farming-
ton, and is published in the Owatonna Journal-Chronicle for May 24. 

The pioneer experiences of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Clarno, who 
settled in Wykeham Township, Todd County, in 1877 are de­
scribed in an article based on a letter from Mrs. Clarno, who now 
resides at Alexandria, in the Long Prairie Leader for May 23. 

A Brief Sketch of the History of the Elim Lutheran Church at 
Scandia by its present pastor, Joel Olsenius, was published in con­
nection with the seventy-fifth anniversary celebration held there 
recently (Scandia, 1929. 59 p.). Excerpts from the pamphlet are 
reprinted, with numerous iUustrations, in the June 20 issue of the 
Chisago County Press of Lindstrom. 

The completion of a new courthouse at Breckenridge was the 
occasion for the appearance, on June 19, of a special edition of the 
Breckenridge Gazette-Telegram, including sixty-four pages of ar­
ticles and sketches dealing with many phases of the development 
of Wilkin County. An account of the Sioux Outbreak by Law­
rence Boardman, largely based upon material in the archives of 
the Minnesota Historical Society, includes excerpts from the 
diaries of Governor Ramsey (see ante, p. 350). 

An account of the evolution of barbering " from a trade to a 
profession " during the past thirty years, with detailed commen­
tary on the changes that have occurred, forms the gist of an in­
terview with Charles A. Kleist, a veteran barber, pubHshed in the 
Cokato Enterprise for April 25. The story affords interesting side­
lights upon the history of one aspect of American folkways. 
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A program issued in connection with the dedication of the new 
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church of Minneapolis on April 
28 includes a brief sketch of the history of the congregation from 
its organization in 1874 and pictures of the exterior and interior of 
its first church building. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
of MinneapoHs, founded in 1850 by the Reverend Ezekiel G. Gear, 
chaplain at Fort Snelling, was observed by the parish with special 
services and celebration on April 14 and the days following. 

Considerable historical material relating to the Minnesota Veter­
ans of Foreign Wars appears in a special edition of the Henne­
pin County Review of Hopkins for June 6. Among other items 
is a detailed review of the work of the Hopkins post during the 
nine years since it was organized. 
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