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Brulé, the early Great Lakes explorer, by Louise P. Kellogg; of
Horace Bumstead, who was for three years a Congregational
minister in Minneapolis in the seventies, by E. H. Johnson; of
Marion Le Roy Burton, president of the University of Minnesota
from 1917 to 1920, by Charles F. Thwing; of Jonathan Carver,
the noted traveler and explorer, by Louise P. Kellogg; of Lewis
Cass, the exploring governor of Michigan Territory, by L. M.
Sears; of George Catlin, the artist of Indian life, by R. P. Tolman;
and of J. J. Chambers, a journalist who in 1872 explored the head-
waters of the Mississippi, by Muriel Shaver.

An informing study of “Irish Immigration to Minnesota,
1865-1890,” by Howard E. Egan, is published in two installments
in Mid-America for October and January. In its preparation the
author made extensive use of manuscript materials, newspapers,
and other sources. Similar studies are much needed for various
other population elements that have contributed to the building
up of Minnesota.

A genealogical work of much interest for Minnesota is The
Lavocat Famaly in Awmerica from 1845 to 1929 by Matilda V.
Baillif (1929. 153 p.). The family has its setting in ante-
territorial pioneering, for the founders were Joseph Lavocat and
Anne Jeanne Claude, both of Bournois in southern France, who
came to America in 1845 and made their way to St. Croix in
Minnesota. The story of this family is connected with that of the
Baillifs, Lavalees, Cornieas, and St. Martins, the genealogical
records of which are detailed in this well-planned and informing
volume. At the end is a useful roster-index.

An article entitled “ The Indian Ohiyesa” by Stanley E.
Johnson, published in the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine for June,
1929, deals with Dr. Charles Eastman, the distinguished Sioux
author, who was graduated from Dartmouth in 1887. It is accom-
panied by a reproduction of a full length oil portrait of Dr.
Eastman in Indian costume.

In an autobiography entitled My Life East and West (Boston,
1929), William S. Hart tells of childhood experiences in southern
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Minnesota, where his father operated mills in such places as
‘Oronoco and Zumbro Falls.

Accounts of Minnesota communities published recently in
the Sunday issues of the St Paul Pioneer Press under the heading
“ Industrial Minnesota” include: Le Sueur, September zz; St.
James, September 29; Breckenridge, October 13; St. Peter, Octo-
ber 20; Windom, October 27; Worthington, November 3; and
Hutchinson, November 17. Historical sketches are included in
many of the accounts.

Locar. History ITEMS

Pike’s dramatic gesture at the Leech Lake post of the North-
west Company in February, 1806, when he replaced the British
flag that floated above the fort with the American emblem, was
reénacted in one episode of the historical pageant, “ Builders of
Aitkin County,” presented at Aitkin on October 17, 18, and 19.
The pageant was staged in connection with a celebration that
marked the completion of a new court house and its dedication
on October 18. Much of the newspaper publicity calling attention
to the dedication related to the history of the region. For example,
the issues of the Aitkin Independent Age for October 10 and 11
include a history of the county compiled by Mrs. A. F. Getting,
the story of education in the county, and an account of the coming
of the railroad and the beginnings of the city of Aitkin.

“Erected in memory of the men, women and children who
perished in the conflagration of October 12, 1918,” reads the
inscription on the state monument unveiled at Moose Lake on

October 12.

The history of the Keating Hotel, built at Graceville in 1879,
is reviewed by H. J. Bilsborrow in the Graceville Enterprise for
December 26.

A bronze tablet commemorating the first hotel at Blue Earth
and its founders, Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. Constans, was placed
on the front of the present Constans Hotel and dedicated on
October 16 by the local chapter of the Daughters of the American
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Revolution. The tablet bears a picture of the first Constans House,
built in 1856, and a long inscription relating to the services of Mr.
and Mrs. Constans. An account of the dedication appears in the
Blue Earth County Post for October 22.

County Auditor Oscar W. Samuelson is the author of a series
of articles “ Concerning Carlton County,” the first of which
appears in the Cloquet Pine Knot for October 18. They tell the
story of this locality as revealed in the county records.

Members of the congregation of the Paine Memorial Presby-
terian Church of Carlton celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its
founding on November 22, 23, and 24. On the opening day the
Reverend William J. Bell of Mountain Iron gave the principal
address, choosing as his subject the beginnings of Presbyterian
work in Minnesota. The program presented on November 22
included the presentation of a history of the local church by Mr.
John E. Green, and of histories of the Sunday school and various
church societies by Miss Anna Gillespie, Mrs. John F. Hynes,
and Miss Frances Waugh. These accounts are published in the
Carlton County Vidette for November 28. The same issue con-
tains a sketch and a portrait of the Reverend James A. Laurie,
who founded the church, and some reminiscences of his son, Dr.
James A. Laurie.

At a meeting of the Walker Commercial Club on November
27 Mr. Thomas Hammond and Mr. Robert F. Ross pointed out
the fact that there are many sites of historic interest in the vicinity
of Leech Lake that could be appropriately marked. Members
of the club took up the suggestion with interest and decided that
“ways and means be devised for the appropriate marking of all
historical points near Walker.”

At the annual meeting of the Cottonwood County Historical
Society at Windom on October 7, secretaries for the various
townships were given printed questionnaires, which they will
distribute for the purpose of “securing historical data which
will eventually be used in a new history of Cottonwood county.”
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A “School Dedication Section ” published with the Dakota
County Tribune of Farmington for December 13 contains some
interesting material on the history of the local school system.
One article traces the development of education in this community
from 1857, when Miss Mary A. Wellman taught a group of
pioneer children in a private home, to 1862, when the first school-
house was built, and through various stages of progress to the
present. The names of nearly five hundred students who have
been graduated from the Farmington school since 1884 are printed;
and a sketch of Dr. Charles P. Berkey of the class of 1887, now
a professor of geology at Columbia University, is included.

An article about the Chatfield Academy, published in the
Chatfield News-Democrat for November 28, gives an interesting
account of the school’s curriculum, purposes, and history from
1855, when it was established by an act of the territorial legislature,
to 1859. The material is drawn from a copy of the school’s cata-
logue for 1859, now in the Chatfield Public Library. In the News-
Democrat for November 14 and 21 is an article based on another
early Chatfield publication —a pamphlet by J. W. Bishop, editor
of the Chatfield Republican, printed on the press of that paper in
1858. The author presents a glowing picture of conditions in,
Chatfield at that time and reviews the previous history of the
town.

A pioneer of Chatfield, Mr. F. G. Tesca, tells of his family’s
immigration from Bohemia in 1855 and of the westward journey
by rail, boat, and ox-drawn wagon to Minnesota in an interview
published in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for December 13.

A brief history of the First Baptist Church of Clark’s Grove
appears with an announcement of the celebration of its sixty-sixth
anniversary on October 11, in the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea
for October g.

The monthly meeting of the Goodhue County Historical Society,
held at Red Wing on November 4, was devoted to a discussion of
the county’s part in the Civil War. The subject was outlined in
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general by Clarence Taylor, and extracts from a Civil War diary
kept by John Nelson of the Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry
were read by his son, Mr. Walter Nelson of Burnside. At another
meeting on December 2, Dr. W. M. Smith gave an informal talk
entitled ‘“Indian Mounds and Trails, With Persomal Remi-
niscences of Dr. W. M. Sweney,” and Mr. C. A. Rasmussen read a
paper dealing with the stone cairns in the Cannon River Valley.
According to an announcement in the Red Wing Republican for
December 3, a meeting room for the historical society and the
Goodhue County Horticultural Society will be included in the
plans for the new court house to be erected at Red Wing.

The memoirs of T. R. Stewart, which have been appearing in
installments in the Caledonia Journal since May 1 (see ante, 10:
358), are completed in the issue for October.2. Early days in
Caledonia are sketched by W. D. Beldon in an article published in
the same paper for October g and 16.

Articles about localities in Itasca County published recently in
the Grand Rapids Herald Review include the story of Goodland
Township, which was named by lumbermen who were favorably
impressed by the magnificent stand of white pine that the soil
produced, October 2; a description of the northern townships of
the county, October 9; a sketch of the first settlement in the
Trout Lake district, now the site of one of the largest iron ore
concentrating plants in the world, October 23; an account of the
development of the Sugar Lake region, October 30; and a history
of the locality known as Suomi, November 13.

The series of articles on the history of Kanabec County by
Arthur G. Peterson (see ante, 10: 463), which has been appear-
ing in the Kanabec County Times of Mora, is completed in four
installments published in the issues for October 31 and November
7, 14, and 21, The articles, which cover the story of the county
from 1860 to 1925, deal for the most part with population and
agriculture.

Members of the congregation of the Trinity Lutheran Church
of Dawson celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its organi-



1930 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 115

zation with appropriate services on November 10, 11, and 12. An
historical program presented on November 11 included the read-
ing of papers on the history of the church by Mr. Broder Grande
and on the ladies’ aid society by Mrs. N. N. Fjoseide. Both
sketches are published in the Dawson Sentinel for November 21.

A paper on the history of Two Harbors, read by Mrs. R. B.
Elliott at the joint meeting of the historical societies of St. Loutis,
Cook, and Lake Counties on August 22 (see ante, 10: 465), is
printed in the Lake Coumty Chronicle of Two Harbors for
October 10.

The history of the Marble Lutheran Church in Marble Town-
ship, Lincoln County, is briefly outlined by the Reverend C.
Haugen, its present pastor, in the Canby News for November I.
The church celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on October 27,

A brief history of the Opdal Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran
congregation at Florence, Lyon County, which recently celebrated
the fiftieth anniversary of its founding, is published in the News-
Messenger of Marshall for October 25.

Among the articles in a series dealing with local history
recently published in the Hutchinson Leader are sketches of
Olaf Larson, a Lynn Township pioneer, October 4; Harrison
Fuller, who settled in Collinwood Township in 1864 after leaving
the Confederate army, October 11; the Reverend Alvah A. Ken-
nedy, November 15; Dr. John Benjamin, a surgeon who went to
Hutchinson in 1857, December 6; and T. T. Sargent, a pioneer
steamboat captain, December 20. Some Sioux War reminiscences
of Mr. Benjamin G. Lee of Minneapolis, who lived in Hutchinson
as a boy, appear in the Leader for November I ; and an account of
the hardships suffered by Hutchinson pioneers during the winter
of 1857, based on the manuscript diary of Lewis Harrington, is
published in the issue of December 6. Articles about the founding
of Hutchinson on November 19, 1855, pioneer life there, and the
singing Hutchinsons, in the Leader for November 22, commem-
orate the anniversary of the town’s beginning.
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An interesting analysis of agricultural statistics of McLeod
County for 1899, by Win V. Working, is published in the
Hutchinson Press for December 24.

The Brotherhood of the Glencoe Congregational Church held an
old settlers’ meeting on October 22 at which Mr. Orlando Simons
presented some reminiscences of early days in Glencoe and Mr.
L. W. Gilbert reviewed the history of the church.

Members of the Meeker County Old Settlers’ Association, at
their annual meeting held at Litchfield on October 1, adopted a
resolution which provides for the erection of ‘“permanent markers
on or near the spots where some of our early settlers were killed
by Indians” during the Sioux War of 1862 and extends to the
people of the county an invitation “to participate in the erection
of these monuments by donating to a special fund designated for
this worthy object.”

Two early Meeker County mills — one located at Collinwood
and the other, known as the Carwell Mill, near Kingston — are
described in the Cokato Enterprise for October 17, The mill
stones used in these mills have recently been acquired by Mr.
C. R. Peterson of Cokato.

The progress of the motion picture industry in Austin from
the days of the first itinerant exhibitors in the early years of the
present century to the present is traced by Don V. Daigneau in an
article published in the Austin Daily Herald for September 13.

The history of Gustavus Adolphus College at St. Peter, which
was founded at Red Wing as St. Ansgar’s Academy in 1862, is
outlined in the St. Peter Herald for October 30. The school was
removed to St. Peter in 1876.

An audience that taxed the capacity of the court room of the
local court house attended the meeting of the Otter Tail County
Historical Society at Fergus Falls on October 18. The program
included papers and addresses on the early history of Dumnn
Township, by John H. Page; the history of Carlisle Township, by
Mrs. C. Evjen; the history of Eagle Lake, by Miss Hulda Evander;
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early experiences in Fergus Falls, by E. T. Barnard; and pioneer
days in the Vining district, by the Honorable Charles Lund.
Abstracts of the papers and talks appear in the Fergus Falls
Tribune for October 24 and Miss Evander’s sketch is published
in full in the Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake for October 31.

~ Mrs. A. C. Melland is the author of an article describing early
days in Pelican Rapids, published in the Frazee Press for Decem-
ber 12.

Some of the economic problems faced by creamery owners and
operators in Minnesota thirty years ago are recalled in an article in
the Thief River Falls Times of October 24. It tells how the men
interested in a creamery established at Thief River Falls in 1902
found it necessary to introduce the use of the separator on farms
in the vicinity before they could get a supply of cream sufficient to
keep their plant running.

A brief sketch of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of
Crookston, which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary from Novem-
ber I to 3, appears in the Polk County Leader of Crookston for
October 31.

The history of St. Mary’s Catholic parish, which had its begin-
ning at Bird Island fifty years ago, is reviewed in the Bird Island
Union for December 5.

Professor C. A. Duniway of Northfield was reélected president
of the Rice County Historical Society at its annual meeting, held
at Faribault on October 21. Other officers elected are Mr. Carl
L. Weicht of Northfield, vice president; Mr. Frank Kaisersatt of
Faribault, secretary, and Mr. A. R. Leach of Faribault, treasurer.
The program included a talk on “Indian Finds in Rice County ”
by A. B. Morris of Faribault, illustrated with items from the
speaker’s personal collection of Indian relics, and an address on
local archeology by Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of the state
society’s museum.

General Adelbert Ames’s part in defeating the James-Younger
band of robbers at Northfield in 1876 is described in a four-page
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leaflet issued as a reprint from the Northfield News of August 2.
Some attention also is given to the general’s business interests in
Northfield and to his Civil War services.

Meetings held at Floodwood on October 24 and at Duluth on
November 4 brought the total number of meetings of the St.
Louis County Historical Society for 1929 to five. The program
presented at Floodwood, with about five hundred auditors, included
papers on agriculture in the vicinity of that place, by S. F. Hutch-
inson; on ““ The Ancient Route via Floodwood Between the Head
of the Lakes, Sandy Lake and the Mississippi,” by William E,
Culkin; on “ Indian Relics, Mounds and Reminiscences of Flood-
wood,” by J. W. New; and on the “ History of Lumbering at
Floodwood,” by Garfield Blackwood. A large audience also was
present at the Duluth session to listen to papers on the “ Peat
Deposits in St. Louis County,” by H. W. Richardson; on the
“ Red Cross in Action in St. Louis County,” by Mrs. Gertrude
Y. McGiffert; and on the “ Work of the Women’s Auxiliary of the
American Legion,” by Mrs. Alvin C. Schaefer; and to an address
by Mr. Culkin on “ Some of the Ancient Maps of Northeastern
Minnesota.”

The history of the Catholic church in Duluth and the story
of the founding of the Duluth parish and the building of the
first church there are outlined in the Catholic Bulletin of St. Paul
for December 14.

The town of Belle Plaine in the late seventies, when a few flicker-
ing kerosene lights illuminated the streets and candles were used
to a considerable extent in the houses; is described by Win V.
Working in one of a series of local history articles in the Belle
Plaine Herald for November 28. In the issue for December 19
the same writer tells of some early Christmas celebrations.
Articles about the Stur, Huss, and Haas families, all prominent
in the pioneer history of Scott County, appear in the Herald for
November 14 and December 5 and 12.

The settlement that grew up around a trading post of Pierre
Bottineau’s and the agricultural community of Orono, which



1930 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 119

eventually combined to make up the single village of Elk River,
figure prominently in a history of that village published in the
Sherburne County Star News for November 28. This issue,
which is a fiftieth anniversary edition of the paper, includes also
a concise review of the early history of the county; an account of
the founding in 1915 and the progress of the county fair; a history
of Orrock, a Sherburne County farming center; and some recol-
lections of J. W. Featherstone, an early employee of the Star News.

The gay “ Fire Laddies "’ of the eighties wore red shirts, accord-
ing to an article in the Arlington Enterprise for November 28,
which reviews the story of the Arlington fire department during
the past fifty years as revealed by the minutes of the company’s
meetings.

About a hundred people attended a meeting at Benson on
November 26 which resulted in the organization of the Swift
County Historical Society. Senator Victor E. Lawson of Willmar
and Mr. S. H. Anonsen of Kerkhoven were the principal
speakers. The following officers were elected: Dr. C. L. Scofield
of Benson, president; Mr., Knute Knutson of Camp Lake, vice
president; Mr. Anonsen, secretary ; and Mr. P. W. Bresnahan of
De Graff, treasurer. Considerable newspaper publicity, emphasis-
ing the importance of collecting and preserving historical material,
preceded the meeting, and one paper —the Kerkhoven Banner
for November 22 — urged the people of the county to “ Preserve
the early history of Swift county before the march of time has
wiped it out.”

The Civil War services of eighty-one veterans who lived at
or near Janesville have been commemorated by the erection of a
marker bearing their names and an inscription in their honor. The
tablet, which was set up by the M. L. Devereaux Woman’s Relief
Corps No. g7 of Janesville, was unveiled with appropriate cere-
monies on November 10 by Mr. A. C. Beccue, the only surviving
Civil War veteran of the community.

That the day in November, 1879, when the first train was run
into Rothsay was a momentous one for the little town is shown
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in an article entitled “ Early Times in Rothsay ” by H. L. Shirley,
in the Gazette-Telegram of Breckenridge for December 11.

Miss Gratia Countryman, Miss Josephine Cloud, Mrs. Walter
Marcley, and Mr. Kristen Heiberg, all members of the staff of
the Minneapolis Public Library when its present building was
opened in 1889, spoke at a dinner celebrating the fortieth anni-
versary of that event on December 16. During the week that
followed a collection of pictures showing life and conditions in
Minneapolis during by-gone days was on exhibit at the library.
The history of the library is outlined in the Minneapolis Journal
for December 13.

At the homecoming services held in the Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church of St. Paul on December 15, Dr. Warren Upham
reviewed the early history of the congregation and Mr. George
W. Peterson told of its later years.
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