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goods, including two hundred barrels of flour for the firm of
Bigsby and Gardner, was rolled off the steamboat ““ Equator ”
completely blocking the St. Peter levee. This concern had
received over two hundred tons of merchandise since the open-
ing of navigation for the season and the entire stock had not
yet arrived.*

By 1857 steamboating had become so vital a factor in the
everyday life of St. Peter that local merchants were utterly
dependent upon it for the bulk of their goods. The business
of St. Peter had grown with such rapidity that it practically
equaled that of St. Paul four years earlier.® The Courier
of June 3, 1857, published the following statement:

We can gather some idea of the vast importance of Steamboating
to the Minnesota Valley, when we reflect that these boats have
transported along this valley 150 tons each, in their upward trips,
or 7,500 tons, exclusive of passengers. This {freight trans-
por[t]ed in wagons from St. Paul, at one dollar and fifty cents
per hundred, would cost the sum of $225,000, while the cost by
the steamboats would only, at 40 cents per hundred, amount to
the sum of $60,000, a saving to the freighters of $165,000 since
the opening of navigation. The business will continue, at least,
another month, and these figures will be nearly or quite doubled.

Astonished by the information that the steamboat
“ Reveille” brought copies of late papers from the “ Valley
Towns,” a passenger who had been on board the “ Yankee ”
during her memorable trip gave vent to the following reverie:

Six years ago, and all that was visible to the explorers on the
Anthony Wayne and Yankee, were gentle, peaceful slopes, moss
covered banks, prairies bedecked with flowers, and rich luxuriant
forest trees. The only signs of life were curling wreaths of smoke
from out the apex of a wigwam, with here and there a brave
standing idle and listless upon the banks, looking in mute aston-
ishment upon the passing steamer. At intervals, could be heard

21 St. Peter Courier, June 11, 1856,

22 Courier, December 11, 1857. Merchandise sold in St. Peter in 1857
was valued as follows: groceries and provisions, $120,000; dry goods,
$00,000; clothing, $75,000; hardware, tinware, and stoves, $20,000; boots
and shoes, $14,000; crockery and glassware, $6,000.
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the crack of a warrior’s rifle on ahead, and soon a rustling would
be heard in the underbrush, and a wounded deer, z}ll blood and
foam, would dash into the boiling current, and vainly essay to
stem its force. Flocks of ducks and geese, unaccustomed to the
sight of man, would rise reluctantly from almost beneath the
wheels of the steamer. These were the scenes of 1850. How
changed! Now a dozen embryo cities sit proudly on its banks,
whilst settlers and settlers’ homes occupy almost every mile of
space. From Shakopee, Henderson and Saint Peter, the press
issues forth its thousands every week, and the ‘valley’ and the
‘valley towns’ are fast rising into importance, and increasing
in wealth and beauty.?®

While immigrants and immigrant supplies to the valley
towns formed the chief steamboat cargo, the transportation
of government supplies and Indian annuities was a source of
profit that greatly stimulated steamboating. Thus, in June,
1851, the “ Excelsior ”’ carried the treaty commissioners with
their attendants and supplies to Traverse des Sioux. The
“Dr. Franklin No. 1" took a large delegation of St. Paul
citizens to the same place to witness the signing of the treaty.
Later in the same year, the *“ Uncle Toby” went wheezing
up the Minnesota to the Sioux crossing with a cargo of
freight.”

Steamboating was given a tremendous impetus in 1853 by
the erection of a Sioux agency and of Fort Ridgely near the
mouth of the Redwood River. The contract for conveying
troops and baggage from Fort Snelling to the new post was
secured by Captain Daniel Smith Harris of the “ West Newton.”
Despite a heavy tow of two barges this boat made its way
swiftly up the Minnesota. At Henderson it passed the
“Clarion.” That boat had left the fort with a heavy tow
twenty-four hours before the “ West Newton,” but had had
difficulty in stemming the thirty-foot stage of water that
flooded the lowlands of the Minnesota Valley. Farther on,

22 Henderson Democrot, May 22, 1856,

2¢ Minnesota Democrat, June 3, 17, October 7, 1851; Hughes, in Min-
nesota Historical Collections, 10: 137.
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near the mouth of the Cottonwood, the “ West Newton ”
sighted and quickly passed the * indominatable” ‘ Tiger.”
Despite a forty-eight hour lead, the “ Tiger ” was unable to
keep ahead of Captain Harris’ boat, which was one of the
fastest on the upper Mississippi. The “ West Newton ” was
the first steamboat to navigate the waters of the Minnesota
River from the mouth of the Cottonwood to the site of Fort
Ridgely. The “Tiger” and “ Clarion ” were following hard
in its wake, however; thus at one time there were three steam-
boats on the waters of the Minnesota River far above the
point reached by the ““ Yankee ” in 1850.%

In 1855 the “ Globe ” carried the supplies with which an-
nuities were paid to the Sioux at the Redwood agency. The
following year the “ Clarion” took a hundred and fifty tons
of government supplies from Le Sueur to the agency. With
two deeply freighted barges in tow, eighteen hundred barrels
of flour, six hundred barrels of pork, a hundred barrels of
lard, and three thousand bushels of corn, Captain R. M.
Spencer’'s ‘“ Fire Canoe” was at the St. Paul levee in the
spring of 1857, ready to go to the Redwood agency.”® Scores
of other craft, similarly laden, transported supplies to Fort
Ridgely and the Sioux agency, perhaps bringing to steam-
boat captains their richest gains,

The heyday of steamboating on the Minnesota River spans
the eleven-year period from 1855 to 1865, when almost
three thousand arrivals were recorded at the St. Paul wharves.
The banner years in this era were 1858 and 1862, when 394
and 413 trips from the Minnesota River were chronicled at
the St. Paul levee. Not all the steamboats arriving at this
point came from the uppermost reaches of the Minnesota.

25 Minnesotian, May 7, 1853. This material is reprinted, post, p. 164-180.
26 Henderson Dewmocrat, May 22, 1856; Pioneer and Democrat, April
30, May 6, 1857; Captain Edwin Bell, “ Early Steamboating on the Min-
nesota and Red Rivers,” in Minnesota Historical Collections, 10: 92

(part 1).
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In 1858 the diminutive thirty-seven ton “ Antelope,” com-
manded by Captain George Houghton, was responsible for
210 of the 394 arrivals, and in 1860 it registered 198 of the
250 landings at St. Paul. Seldom carrying anything but
passengers, the “ Antelope " served as a daily packet between
St. Paul and Chaska at the foot of the lower rapids. During
its six years of service on the Minnesota River, this boat was
responsible for perhaps a third of the total number of arrivals
that were recorded during the period of greatest activity.*
Though subject to all the vicissitudes which the rapids, a
narrow channel, a small volume of water, and a limited season
of navigation caused, transportation by steamboat was
cheaper and quicker than with slow-moving ox teams that
tediously trundled over the deep-rutted roads. Only limited
quantities of freight could be transported by stage during the
cold winter months, and the close of navigation always caused
the market price of commodities to soar. Thus, in 1852,
the price of goods in St. Paul jumped twenty to thirty per
cent when the season of navigation came to a close. Butter,
for instance, which had been purchased for from nine to fif-
teen cents, was selling for as high as thirty and forty cents
per pound. The Minnesotion of November 20, 1852, branded
these prices as a ‘‘ scandalous shame” and criticized sharply
those merchants who justified them because two or three
steamboats had failed to arrive. It further declared that peo-
ple would refuse to eat butter under these circumstances.
Another St. Paul paper noted that the local merchants as usual
were late about receiving their winter stock of merchandise,
and they were severely upbraided for a procrastination that
forced them to pay a dollar rather than twenty-five cents per
hundred-weight for freight. ‘ There is not much regularity
respecting the markets,” runs a statement in a Shakopee paper
of 1855. “Prices seem to be according to circumstances,
groceries and provisions in general, all seem to be on the advance

27 Hughes, in Mimmesota Historical Collections, 10: 158, 150.
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since the close of navigation.” The next winter the markets
exhibited the same unsteadiness at Shakopee. Provisions of

many kinds soared in
price, and the rise in the
cost of freight from below
caused a slight advance
on grain and flour.?®
After a long winter
siege the towns along the
river began to look for-
ward with impatience to
the opening of navigation.
Late in March, 1857, a
Shakopee paper urged its
readers to listen for the
whistle of the first steam-
boat. Mid-April ushered
in the opening of naviga-
tion. Late on a rainy
Sunday night the citizens
of Shakopee were awak-
ened from their slumbers
by the hoarse, weird moan
of a steamboat whistle.
In a twinkling the levee
was alive with people. As
the boat glided trium-
phantly up to the landing
with its flags flying, its
whistles blowing, and a

THE STEAMER FRANK STEKLE, Wx,
" I, DaviDson, Master, will, on the openmg
i of navigation, make regular tripsirom St
aliKalo and intermediate points, leaving St, Paul
erery ‘fucsday and Friday regularly.
mar23 BRUNSON, LEWIS'¢ WHITE, Agenta,

FOR MINNESOTA RIVER.

THE DAILY MAlL PACKET, ANTE-
LOPE, will leave every dsy for Chaska
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Leaves Chaska at.. 8 o' clock A M.
For Freight or l'assage appl) on boar
mardi-s HOU(:HTON Master.

1858. SEASON ARRANGEMENT. 1858

REGULAR »T. PAUL AND RED WOOD LOWER
SIOUX AGENCY MINNESOUTA RIVER PACKET,
IN CONNECTION WITH TO2 LOWER RIVER PACERTS,

For -hakopee, Chaska, Carver, Louisville, Littie Rapids,
St Lawrence, Belle Plame, Heuderson, le Sueur,
Ouawa, Truverse, St. Peter, Kasowa, Mankato, Seuth
Henu, Jerdan. Xew Ulm, Fort h\rlsely, and Red
Wood Lower Sioux Ageucy. -
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GANT Passenger Steamer, TIME AND
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Captain N, Roberts begs toassure bii Mibnesota River
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adirurably adapted ts the wants ol the rniver, being of
great strength. Lightness of draught hea.ut) ol model,
&c¢, with cabin arran dation not
uurpnssed by those of any bonts uu l.he river, combining
all the latest and most modern lmprovemeuu; that Luum
add to the safety, comfort and pleasure ol passengers.
Nothing will be found wanting 1 any of her appont-
ments, which belong to those of a lirat-class passeuger
sleamer.

Capt, N. Roberts hupes to receive at the baunds of his
numercus Iriends aiong the river, & conliuuunce of that
generous patronage lor which he {s indcbted during a se-
res of yedrs, while in command of different boats, snd
for whicl he hercby desires to present bis most gratetul
acknowledgments, promising icreased exertious of him-
sslf and otlicers 0 give ll.\e moat peclect salisfaction wail
who travel on the 11ME AND T1UE, or with whose busi-
ness iu any way his bpat ma be houored.

For Freight Passuge and informstion apply to her
Agrat, DAVID O. VAR ES,

St Paul; M. T., Lower Levee, between

Jackson and Robert sis.

mar2y
STEAMBOAT ADVERTISEMENTS

[From the Pioneer and Democrat
(St. Paul), July 8, 1858.]

brass band dispensing martial music, the assembled throng
burst into a frenzy of wild huzzas. Guns were fired, hats
were thrown into the air —a new year had opened for the

28 Pioneer, November 11, 1852; Shakopee Independent, December 1,
1855; Volley Herald (Shakopee), November 19, 1856,
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little town of Shakopee. And through all the excitement
Captain Charles Sencerbox beamed down from the deck of
the “ Equator,” his ambition realized. The “ Equator” was
the first boat to ascend the Minnesota that year.?® The pro-
gress of the first boat of the season was regularly accompanied
by a series of joyful demonstrations, and the captain who was
fortunate enough to bring his craft to port first was certain of
a liberal patronage throughout the ensuing year.

Midsummer usually brought low water, and the merchants
along the Minnesota were inclined to order a heavy supply
of merchandise early in the season to guard against a shortage
in ease the boats should be unable to proceed on their regular
schedule. “ The merchants and business men of the valley
are taking advantage of the high water,” according to the
Henderson Democrat of May 1, 1856, ‘“ and are bringing up
a larger amount of goods and stock than that of the two pre-
ceding years. Several steam mills are being erected in different
parts of the valley, and the present high water affords facili-
ties for getting the machinery, with but little cost or delay.”
Fresh and salt beef were unobtainable; pork was scarce; flour
and corn meal had given out; and butter was bringing thirty
cents a pound and eggs twenty-five cents a dozen in little
Henderson before the opening of navigation in 1856. Each
spring immigrants arrived in huge waves, for they chose
to travel, if possible, at a time when transportation was certain.
For example, in 1856 the * Reveille,” Captain R. M. Spencer
commanding, left St. Paul late in April with 370 passengers
and a heavy cargo of freight, and discharged a generous por-
tionof eachat Henderson. Three days later this boat again made
its appearance on the Minnesota with four hundred passengers
and their “ goods and chattels ” jammed aboard. The rosy
prospects of similar trips induced the owners of the “ Reveille ”
and the “ Equator " to purchase the “ H. T. Yeatman ” to run

29 Valley Herald, March 25, April 15, 1857.
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in conjunction with their other boats. The “ Yeatman’ was
a large stern-wheeler of 165 tons, capable of accommodating
six hundred passengers. On its maiden voyage up the Minne-
sota it ““ brought the heaviest load ever shipped from St. Paul
for the Minnesota Valley.” One June day the “ Time and
Tide ” left 1,147 sacks of corn, 239 barrels of flour, 129 bar-
rels of pork, and 150 tons of other freight at Henderson;
and the “ Globe "’ came puffing into port the next day and dis-
charged an additional 30 tons.*

Navigation on the Minnesota River was usually possible
several weeks before the first steamboat arrived at St. Paul
from below because of the length of time required for Lake
Pepin to open. Since each spring only a small quantity of
freight remained in St. Paul from the previous winter, the trade
of the Minnesota was rather light until fresh supplies were pro-
cured from the lower Mississippi. The winter of 1856-57 was
unusually severe, and the Minnesota was open for navigation
three weeks before Lake Pepin relinquished its grip on the upper
Mississippi. Ten boats lay at the foot of the lake several days be-
fore it opened, and a number of others were docked three miles
below at Wabasha. In this colorful flotilla were steamboats
hailing from distant Cincinnati and Pittsburgh. On April 29
twenty-two craft were assembled, crowded with passengers
who impatiently awaited the moving out of the ice. The more
venturesome captains had for several days butted their prows
against the unbreakable wall in vain attempts to crash their
way through.®

Fifteen hundred passengers impatiently fumed at the delay
of the twenty-two stranded craft at the foot of Lake Pepin.
Hundreds of others, exasperated at the obdurate tenacity of
the lake, set out on foot for Red Wing, willing to endure the

30 Henderson Democrat, April 10, May 1, 8, 15, June 5, 1856; George
B. Merrick “ Steamboats and Steamboatmen on the Upper Mississippi,”

in Saturday Evening Post (Burlington, Iowa), November 20, 1915.
31 Pioneer and Democrat, April 28, 29, 30, 1857.
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greatest hardships and inconvenience in order to reach St.
Paul and the valley beyond earlier than was possible if they
remained with their boats. At Red Wing they were met by
the Minnesota River boats, which flourished on this early sea-
son business made up of passengers who cared little for the
facilities provided. On April 16 the “ Reveille” arrived at
St. Paul from Red Wing, her decks thronged with people.
** Most of those who came in her,” according to a contempo-
rary account, “ were obliged to be content, so far as sleeping
arrangements were concerned, with a chance to lie two deep
on the greasy cabin floor, with their carpet bags under their
heads for pillows, whilst the wind whistled a lullaby through
the broken and almost sashless windows of the vessel.*
Since Lake Pepin did not open until April 30 in 1857 the
owners of the “ Reveille,” the ““ Time and Tide,” and any other
Minnesota River steamboats that were prepared to make the
trips were able to amass snug fortunes before their season
actually began on the Minnesota. Before daylight on April
17 the “ Time and Tide” came into St. Paul with a full load
of passengers and the Red Wing band. At the prevailing
rates for passage, the fares of the 246 cabin and 197 deck
passengers netted the owner of the boat $1,821 for a single
trip. This amount alone was almost equal to its passenger
receipts for the first five trips on the Minnesota in 1857. On
April 24 of that year the “ Time and Tide ”” brought 196 cabin
passengers and 145 ““deckers” from Red Wing; three days
later the same craft came booming up to the St. Paul levee
with 368 passengers perched precariously about its decks from
stem to stern and occupying all available space from engine
room to texas. Such trips must have brought a broad grin
to the countenance of its owner, the jovial and picturesque
Captain Louis Robert. It was only five years since he had
purchased the little steamboat * Black Hawk ” for six thou-
sand dollars to run regularly on the Minnesota River. At

82 Pioneer and Democrat, April 17, 29, 1857,
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the time the boat was the subject of lively newspaper comment,
for it was the first steamboat owned entirely in St. Paul. In
1857 the “ Time and Tide ” alone earned enough in the spring
trade between St. Paul and Red Wing to pay the original
cost of the historic *“ Black Hawk.” *

A final yawn of the seemingly bottomless old Lake Pepin
split and ripped its winter coat wide open and produced a
narrow but dangerous lane for the intrepid steamboat captains
to venture through. And venture they did. Battering their
way through giant blocks of shifting, crumbling ice, the ““ War
Eagle” and the “ Galena” started up the ice-choked lake,
risking all to gain the coveted laurel that went to the first
steamboat to reach St. Paul. Hard in their frozen wake fol-
lowed such boats as the “ Rescue,” the ““ Henry Clay,” the
“ Hamburg,” the “ Atlanta,” the ‘‘ Conewago,” the “ Sam
Young,” the “ Golden State,” and a dozen others. Just below
St. Paul, when victory was almost in the “ War Eagle’s”
grasp, a deck hand fell overboard and a yawl put out to rescue
the unfortunate man. It was a humane but costly act. On
May 2, 1857, the Pioneer and Democrat noted that Captain
W. H. Laughton brought his “ Galena” into port at 2:00
A.M. on May 1 and that the “ War Eagle ” landed fifteen min-
utes later.

And then the deluge! Twenty-five hundred tons of freight
were dumped pell-mell upon the St. Paul levee in forty-eight
hours by the score of boats that followed the *“ Galena” and
“War Eagle.” The St. Paul levee was the “ only place of
attraction ” on those busy, bustling first two days of May,
1857. And on May 3 an additional two thousand tons were
discharged, which kept every dray and wagon in St. Paul busy
throughout the day and far into the night.* From Dubuque

83 Pioneer, July 8, 1852; Pioneer and Democrat, April 18, 25, 28, 1857;
manuscript register of the “Time and Tide,” on deposit with the Min-
nesota Historical Society.

34 Pioneer and Democrat, May 3, 5, 1857.
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and Galena, St. Louis and New Orleans, Cincinnati and Pitts-
burgh, came the goods that formed the principal cargoes for
steamboats running from St. Paul to the embryonic but swiftly
growing valley towns of the Minnesota River. And from
Chaska, Shakopee, Carver, Henderson, St. Peter, Mankato,
and still smaller entrepéts, the Big Woods country was sup-
plied through the medium of the steamboats that made possi-
ble the rapid growth and development of the region.

WiLLiaM J. PETERSEN
StaTE UNIVERSITY oF Iowa
Towa City
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