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tion of the middlings purifier and of iron roUers in place of stones. 
The author describes in some detail the events connected with the 
exhibition, names prominent foreign and American miUers who 
attended it, and explains that the award to the MinneapoHs com­
pany " expressed the judgment of mUlers themselves." Pictures 
of the exhibit hall at Cincinnati, of the Washburn A mill built 
in 1880 to replace that destroyed in the explosion of 1878, and 
of the famous gold medal illustrate the article. Another shorter 
account of the " golden jubilee of (jold Medal flour " appears in 
the Minneapolis Tribune for June 8. 

A tablet bearing the names of twenty-six soldiers who died at 
Fort St. Anthony, later named Fort Snelling, during the winter 
of 1819-20 was dedicated at the Fort SneUing Round Tower on 
June 3 by members of the Old Trails chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, of Minneapolis. The speakers included 
Mrs. j£unes T. Morris, who located the list of names in the govem­
ment archives at Washington; ex-(i>vernor Samuel R. Van Sant; 
and the Reverend E. Phillips Osgood of Minneapolis. 

" The First Minnesota " is the title of a radio drama by Thomas 
D. Rishworth which was broadcast from the Chicago studios of 
the National Broadcasting Company on May 14. It presents 
the story of (jovernor Ramsey's tender of troops for the Civil 
War and of the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry at Gettysburg. 

An account of experiences with the Sibley expedition of 1863 
by Paul C. Biersach of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a member of 
Company E, Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, has been 
printed under the title When We Soldiers Froze to Death — 
Almost (1927). 

Letters among the papers of Lewis Harrington, a Hutchinson 
pioneer, written in the fifties, and now in the possession of Mr. 
H. L. Merrill of Hutchinson, have been effectively used by 
Mr. Win V. Working as the basis for a number of recent articles 
in the local history series that he contributes to several Minnesota 
Valley newspapers. Extracts from a letter written to Harrington 
by John H. Stevens at St. Anthony on October 23, 1857, published 
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in the Belle Plaine Herald for June 26, tell of Stevens' attempts 
to secure support for a road between St. Anthony and Hutchinson 
and of a trip that he made into the Minnesota Valley for that 
purpose. In the Le Sueur News-Herald of June 25 a letter from 
A. J. Bell to friends at Hutchinson dated July 19, 1856, is quoted. 
He describes Le Sueur as a " busy river port " and makes the 
following interesting comment about the activities of' Joseph R. 
Brown: " Brown is busy at Henderson and is not the dreamer, 
I think, that some say. Some of us dream and do less than 
Brown." The political situation in McLeod County in the fall of 
1857 is the subject of a letter from a group of " Republicans in 
Private (Caucus Assembled" to Harrington, dated October 2, 
1857, and quoted in the Silver Lake Leader for June 28. Specula­
tion in town lots at Shakopee is described by George Mead in a 
letter of May 19, 1856, to William R. Stevens of Glencoe, printed 
in the Shakopee Argus-Tribune for Jtme 26. " I bought three 
lots from [Thomas A.] Holmes in his townsite, paid $30," writes 
Mead. Later he adds, however, " If I get an offer of $60 I shall 
sell, I think. There is too much uncertainty with new towns 
springing up everywhere." 

"Hunter 's Isle! Is it Canada or Minnesota?" is the question 
that a writer of a feature article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
for April 13 attempts to answer. The article is occasioned by a 
resolution recently introduced in Congress by Senator Schall 
" questioning Canada's right to the ownership " of this large sec­
tion to the north of the international boundary. The writer re­
views the history of the boundary, touching upon the various 
treaties involved, and concludes that the line of " water communi­
cation " — the phrase goes back to the treaty of 1783 — as used 
by early explorers was along the south edge of Hunter's Island, 
where the boundary is located. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

An interesting addition to the printed histories of Minnesota 
communities is The Ponsfordian, 1880-1930: A Collection of 
Historical Data Dealing Especially with Pioneer Days of Pons-
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ford, Becker County, Minnesota, compiled by the Reverend Benno 
Watrin (58 p. Park Rapids, 1930). The booklet consists of a 
series of sketches prepared by various authors. It opens with a 
sketch of Orville D. Ponsford, for whom the village was named, 
contributed by his brother, J. J. Ponsford. Other accounts deal 
with early white settlers and traders in the neighborhood, postal 
service, the logging industry, missions and churches, roads, doc­
tors, and similar matters. As Ponsford is on the edge of the 
White Earth Indian Reservation, its history is closely identified 
with that of the reserve, and the pamphlet contains some valuable 
material on the community's red neighbors. For example, it 
includes a letter of the Reverend J. A. Gilfillan, the Episcopal 
missionary, in which the writer outlines the story of the origin 
and growth of the Pine Point mission school. There is also an 
account of the " Round Lake Uprising" of 1901, described as 
the " last uprising of the Chippewas in the state." Some notes 
on tbe " Origin of Names " in the vicinity and on the history of 
Becker County also are included in the pamphlet. 

A recent addition to Minnesota's local historical societies is 
the Brown County Historical Society, which was organized at 
New Ulm on June 5. A constitution was adopted and the 
following officers were elected: Mr. Fred W. Johnson of 
New Ulm, president; Mr. August Hummel of New Ulm, 
vice president; Mr. Louis G. Vogel of New Ulm, secretary; 
Mr. William Brust of Sleepy Eye, treasurer; and a board of 
directors consisting of Mr. J. N. Johnson of Hanska, Mr. Carl F. 
Stone of Lake Hanska Township, Mr. Robert Runick of Milford 
Township, Mr. A. C. Ochs of Springfield, and Mr. W. R. Hodges 
of Sleepy Eye. 

The history of the Guardian Angels Catholic Church of Has­
tings, which celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary on June 29, 
is reviewed in a feature article by Fred Heaberlin in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for June i. He tells of the first little wooden 
structure btult in 1855, of the substantial stone structure erected 
ten years later and still in use, of the successive pastors who have 
served the church, and of the changes in the congregation. 
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Scenes from the history of Fillmore County were depicted in 
a pageant presented at Preston on June 26, 27, and 28. 

An interesting private marking project is that undertaken by 
Mr. George A. Haven of Chatfield, whose garden wall runs along 
the road built in the fifties between Winona and Carimona. In 
the wall he has placed a marble slab bearing the foUowing inscrip­
tion : " Up this road June 22, 1861, marched Company A of the 
2d Minnesota Volunteer Infantry to serve in defense of the 
Union." In a letter of May 6, Mr. Haven tells of his plans for 
placing another tablet in the wall " bearing some mention of the 
history of the road that passes by it." 

Governor Christianson was the principal speaker at the celebra­
tion on June 22 of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of the Vasa Lutheran Church. The history of the church is 
briefly outlined in the Minneapolis Journal for June 22. 

The passing of sixty years since the first number of the 
Jackson Republic was printed is commemorated in the issue of 
that paper for April 4 by the publication of several items of his­
torical interest, including some reprinted from the first volume 
of the paper. Among the latter is a list of the buildings erected 
in Jackson in 1870 with their value and an account of a trip that 
the editor made to Graham Lake in the autumn of tbe same year. 
A review of the election of 1870 in Jackson, gleaned from con­
temporary issues of the Republic, also is printed. Another item of 
interest is an interview with Mr. MarshaU B. Dunn, who with his 
parents removed from the present site of South St. Paul to Jack­
son in 1867, making the trip in a covered wagon. 

Three days of festivity, arranged by the Hutchinson Historical 
Society and the Hutchinson Union Club, marked the celebration 
on July 2, 3, and 4 of " Hutchinson's Diamond Jubilee." A 
pageant depicting the founding of the town by the " singing" 
Hutchinson brothers and nine other hardy pioneers in 1855, the 
trying days of the Sioux War, and the later development and 
growth of the Minnesota River town, and including a concert 
of old songs made famous by the Hutchinsons was presented 
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each evening during the celebration. The feature of " Historical 
Day," July 3, was a program of addresses on the following sub­
jects : " Pioneering on the Prairies," by Judge M. C. Tifft; 
" Pioneer Journalism," by Harry B. Wakefield; " Early Days in 
Hutchinson," by Mrs. Sophie White; and " The Covered Wagon," 
by Carlos Avery. Preceding the celebration the history of Hutch­
inson was given considerable attention in Minnesota newspapers; 
and the local paper, the Hutchinson Leader, issued a valuable 
" 75th Anniversary Edition" on June 27. The material on 
Hutchinson, as printed in this issue, includes a copy of the articles 
of incorporation of the town-site company drawn up by the 
founders at Glencoe on November 21, 1855. A number of valuable 
documents and letters are published here. Extracts from the 
Sioux War diary of Thomas Scantlebury of New Auburn are 
printed from a manuscript copy in the possession of Mrs. E. D. 
Allen of New Auburn. It may be noted here that the original 
Scantlebury diary is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. 
Some Civil War letters of T. H. Pendergast and an interesting 
letter of E. E. Johnson, one of the founders of the town and the 
" advance agent for the Hutchinson brothers " on their concert 
tours, written to friends at Hutchinson from Painsville, Ohio, on 
February 2, 1856, also are published. Johnson relates that the 
brothers " sang in Cincinnati last night. Tonight they sing in 
Dayton. Will sing here on Saturday night, Feb. 16." His letter 
is a mass of inquiries concerning the condition and progress of 
the town site. Other items of special interest in this issue of the 
Leader are an interview with Mrs. Sophia Pollard of Brownton 
concerning her Sioux War experiences, reported by Win V. 
Working; a history of the Pendergast Academy; an account by 
A. H. DeLong of the part that he played in the Indian outbreak; 
the story of the attack on the Hutchinson stockade in 1862, as 
related by W. W. Pendergast; a list of Hutchinson " firsts"; 
sketches of the beginnings of German, Danish, and Bohemian 
settlement in McLeod County; and an account of the five Fallon 
brothers, who were the " first to cast Democratic votes " at Hutch­
inson. Among the many illustrations in the issue is a diagram of 
" Hutchinson in the early fall and winter of 1862 " from a pencil 
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sketch by E. D. Krist, a soldier quartered at the stockade. Another 
excellent historical sketch of Hutchinson is that by Harry B. 
Wakefield, published in the Minneapolis Journal for June 29. 
It is accompanied by interesting portraits of the three Hutchinson 
brothers and of the family of Asa Hutchinson in 1862. 

The Meeker County Old Settlers' Association is attempting to 
raise a fund of a thousand dollars for the erection of monuments 
on a number of sites made notable by events in the Sioux War 
of 1862, according to an announcement in the Meeker County 
News of Litchfield for May 15. The site of the Forest City 
stockade, the " only stockade built in Meeker County for the 
protection of the pioneer famiUes " during the outbreak, is among 
those that the association intends to mark. 

An " Old Indian Settlement Located Near Milaca " at a point 
known as Big Eddy is the subject of a brief sketch in the Mille 
Lacs County Times for June 19. In the same issue is an article 
dealing with the origins of the names of Mille Lacs and of the 
Rum River. 

(jovernment documents and contemporary newspapers as well 
as Dr. Folwell's History of Minnesota have been used by tbe 
writer of an annotated article on " Grasshopper Days a Half 
Century Ago " in Murray County, published in the Fulda Free 
Press for May 29. The article is accompanied by a statistical 
table showing the number of acres planted, and the number of 
bushels of grain destroyed by grasshoppers, in Murray County 
for several years during the seventies. 

" This Tablet is Dedicated to the Memory of the Pioneers of 
Nobles County. Placed by Okabena Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution of Worthington, Minnesota, 1930," reads 
the inscription on a boulder placed on the courthouse lawn at 
Worthington and dedicated with appropriate ceremonies on 
June 14. 

The issue of the Norman County Index of Ada for May 22 is 
a fiftieth anniversary edition containing a wealth of local historical 
material. An historical sketch of the Index, which had its origin 
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in 1880 as the Ada Alert, appears on the opening page. The 
issue includes also several accounts of pioneer business concerns 
and the story of the local creamery as gleaned from the files 
of the Index. The boom of the middle eighties, when Norman 
County was producing bumper wheat crops, is the subject of 
another article; the activities of the county board during the early 
eighties are recounted; and the county's earliest schools are de­
scribed. Among the reminiscent accounts of pioneer days in the 
county are those by D. E. Fulton, Peter Sharpe, Herman Sprung, 
and A. O. Rolfe. There is also a long interview with Mrs. 
Ingeborg Rogen of Twin Valley, a story of emigration from 
Norway to Dane County, Wisconsin, and thence by slow stages 
by way of Iowa and Rice County, Minnesota, to Norman County, 
which Mrs. Rogen reached with a covered wagon train transport­
ing eight families in 1873. Some excellent iUustrations, including 
views of the local band in front of the viUage hall, a settler's log 
house with a sod roof, a pioneer rural school, a Fourth of July 
celebration of 1885, and Main Street during the flood of 1897, 
appear in the issue. 

The summer meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical 
Society was held at Parker's Prairie on June 29 and was attended 
by a throng of about five thousand people. The program included 
an address of welcome by Dr. O. N. Nelson of Battle Lake,' presi­
dent of the society; a paper on the history of the village of 
Parker's Prairie by R. S. Myers, a local resident; and the dedi­
cation of a marker placed by the society in the village park. The 
marker bears the foUowing inscription: " This Tablet Marks the 
Terminus of the First Trail into Southeastern Otter Tail County 
and the Parkers Prairie Settlement, and the Arrival of theWirst 
Squatters on June 2, 1868. Dedicated by the Otter Tail County 
Historical Society, June 29, 1930." Another interesting feature 
of the meeting was the presentation to the society by Mrs. C. W. 
Kaddatz of Fergus Falls of a flag made by pioneer women of 
Parker's Prairie in 1870 for use in the Fourth of July celebration 
of that year. Mrs. Kaddatz is the aiithor of a sketch of her father, 
Henry Asseln, the pioneer merchant of Parker's Prairie, which 
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is published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal of June 28 and the 
Fergus Falls Tribune of July 3. 

The story of an immigrant's journey from Sweden to St. Paul 
in 1870 and his later removal to Amor Township, Otter Tail 
County, with recoUections of pioneer life in that section, by 
F. J. A. Larson, is published in three installments in the Fergus 
Falls DaUy Journal for May 20, 24, and 31. 

The presentation of an historic pageant at Glenwood, the 
exhibition of objects of historical interest in the store windows of 
ten Pope County cities and villages, and the publication of a 
history of the county were among features of a celebration on 
June 20, 21, and 22, that accompanied the dedication of the new 
Pope County courthouse at Glenwood. A special " Court House 
Edition " of the Pope County Tribune, issued on June 12, includes 
a number of items of historical interest. For example, there are 
sketches of the history of the villages of Villard, Terrace, and 
Lowry; accounts of " Life Among Early Glenwood People " by 
Mrs. J. M. Aal; of " Skiing in Pope County " by C. C. Torguson, 
and of the " Sawyer Ranch," a huge pioneer estate near Glen­
wood, by J. L. McLaury; and pictures of the Pope County 
courthouses that preceded the present structure. The Tribune 
includes a brief note suggesting the organization of a Pope County 
historical society. 

At a meeting of the Rice County Historical Society held at 
Northfield on May 5 the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of that city was commemorated. Following a dinner attended by 
about a hundred and fifty people, Dr. C. A. Duniway spoke on 
the historical backgrounds of southern Minnesota and Rice 
County, Miss Frances Bishop presented a chronological outline of 
Northfield history, and Mr. W. W. Pye gave an informal talk on 
early Northfield personalities. These addresses are published in 
the Northfield News of May 9, which also includes an interesting 
sketch of Judge John W. North, who founded the city in 1855, 
accompanied by his portrait and that of his wife; and a letter from 
his daughter, Mrs. Mary North Shepard of Alhambra, California, 
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teUing of early experiences in Northfield and of Judge North's 
character. 

The civic celebration of Northfield's diamond jubilee took place 
on June 12 and was marked by an historical parade and pageant. 
An illustrated feature article about the founding and the early 
history of Northfield by C. L. Weicht appears in the Minneapolis 
Journal for June i, and another, by Charles W. Moore, is printed 
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 8. 

About three hundred and fifty people attended a meeting of the 
St. Louis County Historical Society held at Hibbing under the 
auspices of the First Settlers Association of Hibbing on AprU 24. 
The program included papers on " Forests and Logging in the 
Early Days around Hibbing," by R. L. Giffon; "The Present 
State and Future of Iron Mining Development," by W. L. 
Taylor; and " Treaties That Made Hibbing Dry Before the 
Amendment," by WUliam E. Culkin; and reminiscent talks by 
Morris Mulvahill and J. Fred Twitchell. 

The services of the Reverend (ieorge C. Tanner as rector of 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Owatonna are emphasized in a 
sketch of his career published with his portrait in the Daily 
People's Press of Owatonna for April 25. 

The Swift County Historical Society was one of the organiza­
tions sponsoring a celebration at Benson on June 8, 9, and 10 in 
commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of the founding of the 
city and the completion of the Great Northern Railroad to that 
point. A collection of historical objects assembled by the society 
was placed on display in the First National Bank Building during 
the celebration. The "William Crooks," Minnesota's proneer 
locomotive, was taken to Benson for the event. The local news­
papers gave the celebration considerable pubUcity and published 
a number of articles of historic interest. In the Swift County 

' Monitor for June 6 the history of the Seventh Congressional Dis­
trict, in which Benson is located, is outHned and geographic names 
in the various counties are explained; the history of the West 
Central School of Agriculture at Morris is reviewed; and the 
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story of the building of the " William Crooks " and of its early 
use is told. Among the illustrations is a picture of the " Railroad's 
Arrival in Benson in 1870." A history of Swift County and of 
Benson, by Dr. C. L. Scofield, president of the local historical 
society, and an autobiographical sketch by Einar Hoidale, telling 
of pioneer days in western Minnesota, appear in the Swift County 
News for June 10. 

A brief sketch of " Lake City on Lake Pepin," including some 
historical details, by E. L. DeLestry, appears in the Northwest 
Magazine for May. 

A series of articles entitled " Highlights from Stillwater His­
tory," pubHshed in the Trade News of StiUwater and Bayport, 
includes sketches on the following subjects: the city's first mill, 
March 21 ; its first hotel, March 28; the " First Minnesota Courts," 
April I I ; the original plat of the city, April 18; " The Wisconsin 
Boundary," May 2 ; " No Man's Land," the portion of Wisconsin 
Territory that was left without govemment when Wisconsin be­
came a state. May 9; the organization of Minnesota territory, 
May 16; the state prison. May 30; "Making a State," June 6; 
early schools and teachers, June 13; and "Pine Logs," or life 
in the pioneer lumber camps, June 27. 

The Hennepin County Historical Committee announces in the 
Minneapolis Public Library's Community Book Shelf for May its 
plan for local history collecting: " The Committee will collect 
not only old books and files of newspapers and magazines, but 
also old maps, atlases, diaries, and Civil War or World War 
letters. It will cherish particularly photographs of old residents, 
or pictures of old houses and scenes. Significant sermons and ad­
dresses will be welcome, and so will old household account books 
of early days. Church records, or hotel registers, or minutes of 
fraternal lodges, even old valentines and posters and handbiUs 
will be preserved." 

" To understand better some of the current problems of the 
city and state . . . we have decided to indicate the beginnings or 
background by an historical issue," writes the editor in an intro-
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ductory statement to the May issue of Minneapolis, the quarterly 
magazine published by the Minneapolis Civic and Commerce Asso­
ciation. Special attention is drawn in the number to the two-
hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the Falls of 
St. Anthony — in a brief statement on " Our 250th Birthday " 
by Edward C. Gale, in an article entitled " Hennepin Discovers 
St. Anthony Fal ls" by Solon J. Buck, and in an account of 
" A Pilgrimage to Ath," based on Mr. (jale's article in the March 
issue of MINNESOTA HISTORY (see ante, p. 3-10). The industrial 
importance of the falls is touched upon in an article entitled 
" When the First Wheels Turned," and their " threatened destruc­
tion " in 1869 is the subject of another sketch. How " proud 
packets brought the first tourists to MinneapoHs, summer Mecca 
of Southerners," is described in an account of " Steamin' up the 
Mississippi"; the development of the city's nearest summer 
resort is reviewed under the heading " By the Waters of Minne­
tonka " ; and " Famous Hostelries of the '50's," built to accom­
modate tourists, are described. Muriel Steward is the author of 
an account of some of the explorers and travelers who visited 
the site of Minneapolis and later the city itself. The city's 
theaters and conventions to which it has played host are the sub­
jects of other sketches. Excellent illustrations, many of which 
are reproduced from pictures and books in the possession of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, appear throughout the issue. 

A radio program dealing with the history of MinneapoHs was 
broadcast from New York on April 21 as one of the Great 
Northern Railway's " Empire Builders " programs. 

The history of Christ Episcopal Church of St. Paul is briefly 
recalled and some information about the Episcopal churcn in 
Miimesota is given in an article in the .S"*. Paul Dispatch for June 
24, which announces that the old church edifice, erected more than 
sixty years ago, may be removed to a new location. A picture of 
the church accompanies the article. 



 

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mnhs.org/mnhistory 

http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

