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village drawn by the missionary, Samuel Pond, was dedicated on
November 20. Among the speakers were Mayor W. F. Kunze
of Minneapolis and Dr. Solon J. Buck and Mr. Willoughby M.
Babcock of the Minnesota Historical Society.

In an illustrated feature article on the ‘“ Abbey of St. John's ”
at Collegeville, published in the magazine section of the Minne-
apolis Journal for October 5, Florence Lehmann presents some
information about the beginnings of the Benedictine order in
Minnesota and the development of its community and school at
Collegeville.

In the 1929 and 1930 Year Books of the Minnesota State Fed-
eration of Labor the story of that organization, which has been
appearing in these annuals for a number of years, is continued
with chapters 17 and 18 of its ““ Legislative History.” The two
installments deal in considerable detail with the period ffom 1907
to I1QI1.

The acquisition of the papers of Cadwallader C. Washburn of
Mineral Point, Wisconsin, by the State Historical Society of Wis-
consin will interest Minnesotans, for the collection contains a
number of important letters by W. D. Washburn relating to
Minneapolis and the milling business.

»”

“ The Vanishing Lumberjacks ” are the subject of two articles
by E. H. Pelton in the Daily Times ond Daily Journal-Press of
St. Cloud for November 8 and 16, in which the writer deals with
the life and work of the old-time hero of the north woods.

Two Minnesota men, Clarence H. Eckles and Theophilus L.
Haecker, are included among The Ten Master Minds of Dairying
whose achievements form the subject matter of a pamphlet with
that title published at Des Moines in 1930 by the magazine
Successful Farming. The account of Professor Eckles is by
E. M. Harmon and that of Professor Haecker by W. A. Gordon.
The other eight * master minds ” are Stephen M. Babcock, Wil-
liam D. Hoard, Carl G. P. De Laval, Elmer V. McCollum, Louis
Pasteur, Gail Borden, William A. Henry, and Otto F. Hunziker.
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Discussing the Sources of Power on Minnesota Farms, Mr.
W. L. Cavert, in number 262 of the Minnesota Agricultural
Experiment Station’s Bulletins issued in February, 1930, shows
how the horse has gradually lost his old supremacy on the farm.
A statistical analysis, based upon 541 farms, indicates that 31
per cent of the power now used is furnished by automobiles, 30 by
horses, 23 by tractors, 7 by trucks, 6 by stationary gas engines,
and 3 by steam engines and electric motors.

The portion of the diary of Captain Thomas P. Gere that relates
to his experiences at Fort Ridgely during the Sioux War of
1862 is published in the Chatfield News-Democrat for November
6, 13, and 20. The original diary is in the possession of the
Minnesota Historical Society.

The Spanish-American War services of Herbert L. Keeler of
St. Paul are described as “ A Forgotten Heroism ” by Robert
Cary in an article contributed to the December issue of the Saint
Paul Magazine. Quotations from the diary and correspondence of
the soldier, who served in the Philippines, are included.

Several related Norwegian-American families named Harstad,
which were well represented in southern Minnesota pioneering,
are dealt with in a genealogical work entitled 4 Short Record of
Some Families from Saetersdal, Norway, by Bjug A. Harstad
(Parkland, Washington, 1930. 64 p.).

Locar History ITEMS

A pageant reviewing the history of the First Presbyterian
Church of Mankato was presented on October 4 in connection
with the celebration of its seventy-fifth anniversary.

A drawing of the first schoolhouse in Sleepy Eye—a log
structure erected in 1857 —appears, with a brief explanatory
sketch, in the Minnesota Journal of Education for September,
1930.

A school annual of unusual interest is the Purple and Gold for
1930, issued by the senior class of the Montevideo High School.
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It includes a series of drawings, accompanied by brief historical
notes, illustrating scenes of Indian life, the coming of the
voyageurs, the staking out of land by settlers, the raising of the
log cabin, the plowing of the first furrow, and the beginnings of
a log-cabin school in the county. A picture of Montevideo in the
seventies adds to the interest of the volume.

Attention is called to the passing of half a century since the
Moorhead fire department was organized in a group of articles
dealing with its history and published in the Moorhead Daily
News for December 27. Some early pictures of this organization
also appear in the issue.

A dinner and a program of reminiscent talks were the features
of a joint meeting of the historical society and the old settlers’
association of Cottonwood County held at Windom on November
7. In the name of the county fair board the society was offered
“land in the Fair Grounds for the erection of a Historical
Building to house records and heirlooms of the former days.”

Mr. D. R. Savage contributes his recollections of the October
blizzard of 1880 at Windom to the Cottonwood County Citizen
of Windom for October 22; and the entries in the diary of M. N.
Cadwell for October 15, 16, and 17, 1880, giving a contemporary
account of the blizzard, are printed in the issue for Qctober 29.

The history of the public schools of Mountain Lake is traced
from 1902 to the present by Mary Bargen in the Mountain Lake
Observer for December 11. The records of the board of educa-
tion seem to have been used in the preparation of the article,

The site of Fort Ripley is included in a purchase of ground for
a National Guard encampment to be known as Camp Ripley.
Here the remains of the old fort will be preserved, according to
an announcement published in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for
October 8.

Some recollections of Mr. Edward Crust, who has been a mem-
ber of the Brainerd fire department since 1883, are included in a
survey of the history of that organization published in the Brainerd
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Daily Dispatch for December 31. Mr. Crust recalls that in
Brainerd’s pioneer days there was “ quite a rivalry among the
various companies when a general alarm was sounded. Each
would attempt to reach the fire first.” A picture of the pioneer
fire fighters of 1883 appears with the article.

The story of the Faribault County homestead on which William
Stauffer settled in 1856 and of the spacious home that he built
there is recorded by Lily B. Derby in the Fasrmont Daily Sentinel
for December 29.

The program presented for the annual meeting of the Goodhue
County Historical Society at Red Wing on November 24 in-
cluded a paper by Mr. C. A. Rasmussen on “ Old Indian Trails,”
a talk by Miss Margaret Densmore on the society’s plan for
marking historic sites in the county, and an account by Miss
A. E. Willard of the organization’s visit to the Minnesota His-
torical Building in St. Paul in June. The following officers were
elected for the coming year: Mr. Rasmussen, president; Miss
Frances Densmore, first vice president; Judge Charles P. Hall,
second vicé president; Miss Rosalie Youngdahl, secretary; and
Mrs. J. E. Enz, treasurer.

The letters written during the Sioux War by Adam Hair, a
member of Company D, Eighth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry,
to his wife at Chatfield are gquoted in an article by Kathryn F.
Gorman in the St. Poul Pioneer Press for November 9. Hair
was killed by the Indians while stationed at Pomme de Terre in
May, 1863. His letters are now in the possession of Mrs. O. H.
Turner of St. Paul, a daughter of Mrs. Hair. According to this
account the graves of Hair and two soldiers who were killed with
him are to be marked by the American Legion of Elbow Lake.

A brief “ History of the Village of Houston ” prepared by a
local high school student, Eunice Bersell, appears in the Houston
Signal for October 23. Some of the writer’s information was
derived from an interview with a pioneer woman,

The beginnings of the Catholic colony at Minneota are recalled
in an article by the Reverend J. P. O’Donnell dealing with the
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history of St. Edward’s Church, in the Minneota Mascot for
October 10. The church was founded in 1880, when a parish was
organized by English and Irish immigrants who had been induced
to join the Minneota colony as a result of the activities of Arch-
bishop Ireland. The fiftieth anniversary of the church was cele-
brated on October 13 with special services. At that time the his-
tory of the church was reviewed by Father W. J. Stewart, who
served the congregation as pastor from 190§ to 1925,

The history of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Balaton in
Lyon County is related in a mimeographed pamphlet entitled
Fifty Years for Christ (Balaton, 1930. 32 p.).

A valuable and detailed contribution to the history of Martin
County is a “ History of Jay Township,” by Anna J. Larsen, the
first installment of which appears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel
for December 6. Qther installments of the narrative, which was
“ compiled for the Martin County Historical Society,” appear in
the issues for December 20, 22, and 24. One of the interesting
features of the history is an account of the * Green Bay colony ”
composed of Belgian immigrants and located on Ten Mile Creek.

The matter of building “an addition to the St. Peter public
library to house a county historical museum ” was discussed at a
meeting of the executive board of the Nicollet County Historical
Society held at St. Peter on October 18. A committee consisting
of Judge Henry Moll, Mrs. H. L. Stark, and Miss Laura Lauman
was appointed to determine the expense of such a project and to
devise means for raising funds. In the meantime the society’s
collections will be housed in one of the buildings of Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Perhaps the most interesting feature of the celebration on Octo-
ber 2 of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of St.
Peter was the publication, as a supplement to the St. Peter Herald
for October 1, of a history of the community (104 p.). The
editors look upon this as a sequel to Hughes and Brown’s Old
Traverse des Sioux (reviewed ante, 11:87-89), and they have
placed copies in every school library in Nicollet County. The
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volume opens with a general account of the founding of St. Peter
in 1853 and of early years there; this is followed by a sketch of
the St. Peter Company, which originally promoted the town site;
a brief biography of William B. Dodd, the first settler; and
sketches of some of the city’s “notables.” The history of Gus-
tavus Adolphus College is presented in some detail by Dr. Conrad
Peterson ; churches and local organizations are described individ-
ually; and a number of local industries are discussed. Among
the subjects of other articles are ‘‘ Judge Moll’s Recollections,”
St. Peter physicians, the post office, the public library, “ Court
House Lore,” newspapers, the sawmill established at Kasota by
Joseph W. Babcock, the public schools, and the state hospital.
Numerous excellent illustrations appear throughout the volume,
but one, a portrait of Captain and Mrs. Dodd which appears on
the cover, is especially noteworthy.

The diamond jubilee celebration was a marked success and was
attended by about ten thousand people. An historical program was
presented at Gorman Park in the afternoon, when the speakers
included Judge Henry Moll, Governor Christianson, Congress-
man August H. Andreson, and Attorney-general H. N. Benson.
A loan exhibition of objects of historic interest was arranged in
connection with the celebration and was kept on display for several
days thereafter. The Herald for October 3 contains the sugges-
tion that some of the articles shown at this time should be made
the “basis of a permanent grouping of local relics to be housed
for display at some suitable point in St. Peter, under the auspices
of the Nicollet County Historical society.”

A special edition of the Stewartville Star, issued on November
20 to mark the dedication of an addition to the high school,
contains a number of articles about the history of the school.
These include an account of the high school commencement in
1902 and sketches of the community’s various school buildings.
A list of more than four hundred students who have been grad-
uated from the high school also appears in the issue.

At a meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical Society held
at Fergus Falls on October 20, Mr. Charles J. Sawbridge
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presented a paper entitled “ The Formative Years” in which he
told of pioneer days in Fergus Falls; Dr. Phillip Cowing of Evans-
ville spoke on some pioneer doctors of Otter Tail County; the
Reverend O. A. Norman recalled his pioneer experiences as a
combined clergyman and physician; and Mr. Olaf Pary of New
York Mills described early days in that community.

A sketch of the life and work of Mrs. Phoebe Lyon Welch,
by Mrs. Charles N. Akers of St. Paul, presented at the 1930
convention of the Minnesota Federation of Women’s Clubs at
Albert Lea, is printed in the St. Cloud Daily Times for October 7.
Mrs. Welch, who was the wife of Dr. George Welch, the superin-
tendent for many years of the Fergus Falls state hospital, is
described as the “ founder of occupational therapy among the
insane of Minnesota.”

The history of the House of Hope Church of St. Paul, which
was founded three-quarters of a century ago by the Reverend
Edward D. Neill, is reviewed in the St. Paul Dispatch for
December 23.

The passing of Christ Episcopal Church of St. Paul, which was
built in 1867 and is being demolished to make way for an addition
to the St. Paul Auditorium, is the occasion for the publication
of a history of the church in the St Paul Dispatch for Decem-
ber 26.

A history of the First Lutheran Church of Hector by Ernest A.
Palm appears in the Hector Mirvor for December 4. The writer
opens his story with the late eighties, when visiting pastors from
near-by communities preached at Hector. Sketches of pastors and
prominent members of the congregation, descriptions of the church
buildings, and accounts of religious education and organizations
connected with the church are included in the article.

The annual meeting of the Rice County Historical Society,
which took place at Faribault on November 17, marked the formal
opening of its room in the Buckham Memorial Library. Inspection
of the exhibits in this room preceded the meeting, The speaker
was Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, who took as his subject *“ Glimpsing
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Minnesota History Through the Eyes of Contemporaries.” The
following officers were elected: Dr. F. F. Kramer, president; W.
W. Pye, vice president; A. R. Leach, treasurer; Mrs. C. A.
Bierman, corresponding secretary; and Herbert L. Buck, record-
ing secretary.

The Methodist church at Little Prairie in Rice County, which
traces its history from 1855, is the subject of an article by the
Reverend W. E. Thompson, its present pastor, in the Faribault
Daily News for November 15.

The Rock County Historical Society was organized at a meeting
held at Luverne on October 4. A constitution, modeled after that
of the Olmsted County Historical Society, was adopted and the
following officers were elected: E. H. Canfield, president; J. N.
Jacobson, vice president; H. D. Skovgaard, secretary; and F. A.
Leicher, treasurer. Plans were made for the first regular meeting
on November 11. This was attended by about fifty people, and a
program of informal talks was presented.

Letters of Dr. Newton Southworth and his wife written in the
fifties and sixties from their farm near Belle Plaine have been
used effectively by Win V. Working in a number of articles
published recently in his series of local history sketches in the
Belle Plaine Heyald. Farming conditions, crops, the weather,
prospects for a railroad, and other matters are noted in letters
quoted in the articles for November 20 and 27. In the letter
printed on December 18 the doctor touches upon his medical
practice; he tells of caring for a case of typhus and notes that “ 1
have frequent calls to go 10 to 20 miles but am not able to at the
present time.”

At a meeting of the Sherburne County Historical Society at
Clear Lake on October 10 the following officers were elected:
L. A. Dare, president; Fred Williams, vice president; Mrs.
Martha Scherfenberg, secretary; and A. C. Bailey, treasurer.

The laying of the corner stone of the new St. Mary’s Catholic
Church of St. Cloud is the occasion for the publication of a
history of the parish in the St. Cloud Daily Times for November
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15. The story covers the period from the early fifties to the
present and includes accounts of the coming of the German
Catholic immigrants; of the work of the missionary, Father
Francis Pierz, among them; of the organization of the parish
in 1856; of the building of the first church; and of the various
pastors.

The history of the Baptist denomination in St. Cloud is reviewed
in the St. Cloud Daily Ttmes for December 27 in an article calling
attention to the seventy-fifth anniversary of the First Baptist
Church, which was celebrated by members of the congregation
on December 27 and 28.

The organization of the Steele County Historical Society was
completed with the adoption of a constitution at a meeting held
at Owatonna on November 13. Seven township secretaries who
are to aid in gathering material for the organization were appointed
at another meeting on December 1, when a history of the Owatonna
Congregational Church was read by Mrs. E. H. Naylor.

A special exhibit of thirty-two paintings and pastels of views
around Duluth and of Indian life in the Lake Superior region by
Eastman Johnson, who visited the vicinity shortly before the Civil
War, was arranged in the rooms of the St. Louis County His-
torical Society in the courthouse at Duluth early in October. The
pictures were presented to the city of Duluth by Richard T. Crane
in 1908,

Numerous brief items about the history of Duluth and its
vicinity are included in a section entitled “ 1930 Review of
Progress ” in the Duluth News-Tribune for September 28. The
census of 1860; Edmund F. Ely, the missionary, and his diary;
the origin of the city’s name; the Lake Vermilion gold rush; the
wooden elevator built on the lake front in 1870 which marked the
beginning of the city’s “ huge grain trade ”; the first post office,
built in 1857 ; and the first orchestra, organized in 1873, are among
the subjects touched upon. An account of French explorers and
traders in northeastern Minnesota is contributed by Ray L. Sicard.
The illustrations include pictures of Duluth’s first large hotel,
the Clark House; of “ masted grain ships ” at the Duluth docks;
and of Superior Street in the sixties and seventies.
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Much biographical material about a prominent Norwegian-
American clergyman is included in a memorial volume entitled
Mindeblade om Pastor L. P. Thorkveen, edited by T. P. Laingen
and J. O. Hall (Chicago, n.d. 192 p.). Thorkveen served as
pastor for five Lutheran congregations in the vicinity of St.
James from 1888 to 1923. He was a leader in the bygdelag move-
ment and was noted as a writer. The volume contains numerous
sketches, poems, and sermons by Thorkveen in addition to
accounts of his activities.

Two sections made up of sixty-four pages and consisting for
the most part of profusely illustrated historical articles appear
with the “ 75th Anniversary Edition ” of the Winona Republican-
Herald, issued on November 20. Herein the editors attempt to
“ show the development of the city and the parallel progress made
by The Republican-Herald since its inception 75 years ago.” The
history of the city is first presented. Long extracts from the
diary of Elder Edward Ely, an early Winonan, telling of condi-
tions in the new settlement in the early fifties are printed. The
city’s transportation development is pictured in articles about the
growth and decline of river traffic and about railroads ; commercial
life is represented in accounts of the lumber industry and of the
city as a wheat market; and something about its cultural develop-
ment is given in articles on its schools, colleges, and churches. The
settlement established at Minnesota City in 1852 by a group of
colonists from New York state is the subject of an article. Almost
an entire section is devoted to the newspaper history of Winona.
Stories of the founding of the Republicen in 1855, of the city’s
first daily —the Rewiew —in 1859, and of the Herald in 1869
are presented ; and the merging of the Republican and the Hereld
in 1goI is described. Orrin F. Smith contributes his reminiscences
of “ Winona Daily Republican Men That I Have Known’; Fred-
erick Kroeger tells of ‘“Early Newspaper Days”; Charles G.
Hart of Pipestone gives his “ Memories ” of experiences with a
Winona newspaper ; and Thomas B. Hill of Seattle, Washington,
presents “ Reminiscences of My Experiences on the Republican
and Republican-Herald between 1896 and 1908.” The many
unusual and excellent illustrations that appear in this edition of
the Republican-Herald are worthy of special note.
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