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The seventy-fifth anniversary of the organization of Sherburne
County was the occasion for a three-day ‘ Diamond Jubilee ”
celebration held at Elk River from July 30 to August 1. Among
the speakers were Governor Floyd B. Olson and Mr. Willoughby
M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical
Society. A feature of the celebration was an historical pageant
entitled “ The Drama of Sherburne County,” which was presented
each evening during the festivities. Considerable interest was
aroused by Indian relics and objects illustrative of pioneer life
in the county, which were exhibited in the store windows of Elk
River. Ina * Diamond Jubilee Edition” of the Sherburne County
Star News, issued on July 23, appear accounts of the organization
of the county in 1856 and its early settlement, of the industrial
development of the section, of the political history of the county,
of its early churches, of the growth of the local Farm Bureau,
and a number of reminiscent sketches of pioneers.

The growth and development of the Wilcox Lumber Company
of Detroit Lakes during half a century are described in a booklet
issued by the firm to commemorate its fiftieth anniversary (16 p.).
It includes brief biographical sketches of the founders of the
company, Charles P. Wilcox, Alvin H. Wilcox, and William L.
Taylor.

The history of a Welsh community in Blue Earth County and
its church, the Horeb Presbyterian Church, is reviewed by B. D.
Hughes in the Lake Crystal Tribune for July 16. The seventy-
fifth anniversary of the founding of the church was celebrated
on July 2.

A bronze marker erected by the Judson Boy Scouts on the
site of the stockade built at Judson during the Sioux War was
unveiled on September 26. In connection with the ceremony two
representatives of the Blue Earth County Historical Society, Mr.
William H. Pay and Judge Thomas Hughes, both of Mankato,
presented addresses. Some recollections of pioneers who were
quartered within the stockade appear in the Mankato Daily Free
Press for September 25.
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“ A Diamond Jubilee,” that of the Eagle Roller Mill Company
of New Ulm, is commemorated in an article about the history of
this pioneer Minnesota Valley milling firm, by Robert T. Beatty,
in the Northwestern Miller for July 15.

Congressman Paul J. Kvale of Benson was the speaker at a
“ Golden jJubilee” celebration held at Springfield on August 19
and 20. Exhibits of historical objects were arranged in the store
windows of the village during the celebration.

Pioneer life in the Minnesota Valley near Carver is described
by P. P. Quist in an article entitled “ Recollections of an Im-
migrant of 1865,” in the Swedish-American Historical Bulletin
for September. The author’s comments about the process of ad-
justment to American living conditions are of special interest.

Indian mounds and sites of historic interest that were marked
many years ago with small wooden markers by Dr. James L.
Camp of Brainerd and Jacob V. Brower of St. Cloud were visited
on August 20 by more than a hundred members of the Crow
Wing County Historical Society during the course of a tour from
Brainerd to Mission. The tour was under the leadership of Mr.
Sam Adair of Brainerd.

The Dodge County Historical Society was organized at a meet-
ing held at Kasson on September 14, when a constitution was
adopted and the following officers were elected: Mr. G. H.
Slocum of Mantorville, president; Miss Elsie Curtis of Kasson,
secretary; Mrs. J. L. Curtis of Mantorville, treasurer; and Mr.
Isaac Emerson of Ellington, Mrs. Taylor Wilson of Concord,
Mrs. Irvin Hagler of Mantorville, and Mr. Godirey Andrist of
Milton, directors.

In commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
founding of the city of Blue Earth, a pamphlet was issued bear-
ing the title Digmond Jubilee Sowvenir, Blue Earth, 18561931
(90 p.). It includes an extensive history of the community,
with accounts of the pioneers who located the town site, of the
first hotel, of the “ battle that was staged between Blue Earth and
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Winnebago as claimants for the county seat,” of the early news-
papers, of the incorporation as a village in 1857 and as a city in
1899, and of the coming of the railroad in 1879. Special sections
are devoted to the schools of Blue Earth, its churches, its clubs
and organizations, its library, and its fire department. The an-
niversary was marked by a three-day celebration, from July 3
to 5, which included the presentation of an historical pageant.

Through the efforts of Mr. Ole Zackrison of Woodenville,
Washington, the graves of many of the Swedish pioneers who are
buried in the old cemetery at Jamptland, Vasa Township, Good-
hue County, have been identified. A tablet bearing their names
was unveiled on July 19 in the cemetery, which has not been used
for fifty years. Brief sketches of these pioneers, prepared by
the Reverend G. W. Sanstead and presented in connection with
the unveiling, appear in the Cannon Falls Beacon for July 24.

At a meeting of the officers of the Grant County Old Settlers
Association at Elbow Lake on July 2, “plans were adopted for
a program of activity that should result in the gathering and
compilation of the early history and pioneer settlement of Grant
County,” according to an announcement in the Gramnt County
Herald of July 9. In addition to collecting information about
pioneer residents of the county, the association plans to assemble
objects of historic interest that ultimately can be placed in a
museum display.

At a meeting held at Mora on August 3, the Kanabec County
Historical Society was organized. A constitution was adopted
and the following officers were elected: Mr. C. E. Williams,
president; Mr. William W. Tenney, vice president; Mr. J. C.
Pope, treasurer; and Miss Mabel Nelson, secretary. The con-
stitution provides for a special membership fee of twenty-five
cents a year for high-school students. The county superintendent
of schools and the superintendents of all high schools in the county
are to be ex-officio members of the society’s board of directors.

A parade that “included 75 floats of various descriptions re-
flecting New Prague’s history ” marked the opening of that city’s
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celebration of its seventy-fifth anniversary, which took place on
August 29 and 30. An “ Anniversary Supplement ” issued with
the New Prague Times for August 27 contains a wealth of
material about the history of this Bohemian community. In the
opening article a general survey of the early years of New Prague
is presented ; the arrival of Anton Philipp, a Bavarian immigrant
who was the first to settle on the site, is described; and the story
of the little group of Bohemian immigrants who followed him is
related. St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, founded soon after the
arrival of the first settlers, is described in an article about its
history as the “nucleus of the settlement.” Historical sketches
of Veseli Catholic Church, Friedens Lutheran Church of Lanes-
burg Township, and St. Patrick’s parish in Cedar Lake Township
also are presented. The industrial growth of the community is
depicted in articles about the development of dairying and local
creameries, the New Prague Flouring Mill, the New Prague
Foundry Company, and two local banks. The development of the
New Prague schools from 1865 to the present, the musical in-
terests of the community, and the history of the Times are the
subjects of other articles in the supplement.

Packed with information about the early history of Marshall
County and its home community is the * soth Anniversary
Edition” of the Warren Sheaf, issued on July 22. On the cover
sheet, the opening page of the first issue of this paper, published
on December 1, 1880, is reproduced in facsimile; and numerous
early views of Warren appear throughout the number. The
history of the Sheaf, which for the past forty-five years has been
edited by Mr. John P. Mattson, is reviewed at some length; and
this pioneer editor is the author of a history of the city that is
based upon personal reminiscences. The importance of Warren
as a “trading and marketing point” to which farmers came from
a “ distance of fifty to sixty miles to buy the supplies they re-
quired and to sell the products they raised” is emphasized by
Charles L. Stevens in a description of “Warren and Vicinity in
the Eighties.” This interesting narrative of pioneer life, in which
agricultural, industrial, social, and political conditions are pic-
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tured, has appeared also in pamphlet form (14 p.). A number
of additional reminiscent sketches, an account of the progress of
the Warren schools since 1880, a description of Warren’s ten-year
struggle with Argyle to retain the county seat of Marshall County,
and sketches of the North Star College, the Warren Hospital, and
local churches also appear in the issue. Among the Marshall
County communities located in the vicinity of Warren that are
the subjects of historical reviews are Fork Township, Argyle,
Stephen, New Folden, and Alvarado.

An interesting chapter in the cultural history of Minnesota —
the story of the Ladies’ Floral Club of Austin, a pioneer women’s
club organized in 1869 — is presented by Florence Taaffe in the
Minneapolis Tribune for July 12. The women who organized
the club, which still exists, had in view two objects — “ to institute
a study of floriculture and to work for a ‘ladies’ circulating
library.”

The eightieth anniversary of the signing’ of the treaty of
Traverse des Sioux was celebrated, in connection with the annual
meeting of the Nicollet County Historical Society, at Traverse
des Sioux State Park on July 23. Among the speakers who
addressed the audience of about a thousand people were State
Treasurer Julius Schmahl, Attorney General Henry N. Benson,
Judge Thomas Hughes of Mankato, and General William C.
Brown of Denver. A replica of the cabin of Louis Provengalle,
a trader at old Traverse des Sioux, was dedicated and presented
to the state. A detailed account of the treaty negotiations of 1851,
by Judge Hughes, appears in the St. Peter Herald for August 12.

During a three-day reunion of the Rochester Old School Boys
and Girls’ Association, from August 9 to 11, some interesting
historical exhibits were displayed in the windows of Rochester
stores. Among these was one depicting the growth of the Mayo
Clinic. At a banquet held on August 11, Mr. Edwin McMillan
told of “ Rochester’s First Schools.”

The sixtieth anniversary of the West Zion Lutheran Church,
which was organized by a group of Norwegian pioneers of Polk
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County in 1871, was celebrated by members of the congregation
on July 19. The history of the church is reviewed in the Starbuck
Times for July 16,

About a hundred and fifty people attended the summer meeting
of the Rice County Historical Society, which was held on July
27 at Dundas and which commemorated the seventy-fifth anniver-
sary of the founding of that community. The early history of
Dundas was outlined by the Reverend W. E. Thompson; the
story of the village churches was reviewed by the Reverend
Robert Purrington; and some of the pioneer settlers were re-
called by Miss Mathilda Hummel. These papers, all of which
include material about the Archibald brothers and the mill that
they established at Dundas, appear in the Faribault Daily News
for July 28. A feature article about the history of the village,
by Carl L. Weicht, in which the writer calls attention to the an-
niversary celebration, appears in the Minneapolis Journal for
August 2.

“In Memory of William McKinley, D.D., Pioneer Methodist
Minister who preached his first sermon in Edmund Larkin’s log
house 214 miles S.E. of this point, on Sunday, July 29, 1855.
His text was Psalms 4:6,” reads the inscription on a bronze
marker unveiled at Dundas on September 2o. The marker is
attached to a huge boulder on the grounds of the Dundas Methodist
Episcopal Church. Interesting sketches of McKinley appear in
the Cannon Falls Beacon for September 11 and the St Paul
Pioneer Press for September 13. The latter sketch is accom-
panied by his portrait.

The history of the First Baptist Church of Faribault, which
celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary with special services on
September 3, is outlined in the Faribault Daily News for August

29.
Indian songs, dances, and displays were features of the pro-
gram presented at a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical

Society at Nett Lake on September 12. Among the papers pre-
sented were an account of the * Relations between the Bois Fort
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Indians and the White People from the Beginning,” by A. E.
Bickford of Virginia; an outline of the “Indian in American
History,” by the Reverend F. H. Pequette of Virginia; and a
review of the “Bois Fort Indians in History,” by William E.
Culkin of Duluth,

An interesting project of the St. Louis County Historical So-
ciety is the preparation of “ date sheets ” —brief historical out-
lines based upon chronology — for various districts in St. Louis
County. Such a record for the Vermilion country, covering the
years from 1670 to 1931, appears in the Ely Miner for August 7.
A sheet also has been prepared for the region around Duluth, and
plans have been made to issue sheets for the Hibbing and Virginia
districts.

Through the generosity of a group of citizens and former resi-
dents of Jordan, a log cabin built about 1870 has been removed
to a site in the heart of the community and restored as the
*“ Jordan Commercial Club’s Memorial to the pioneer settlers of
Jordan.” The cabin was purchased for the community by the
Honorable Charles R. Fowler of Minneapolis; among those who
donated funds for its restoration are Mr. C. A. Nachbar of Man-
kato, Mr. C. H. Casey of Minneapolis, and Mr. Herman Herder
of Jordan. The cabin, which is furnished with objects illustrative
of pioneer life and has thus become a local historical museum, was
opened to the public in September. A sketch of its history, il-
lustrated with a photograph of the cabin, has been printed as a
broadside.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of St. Mark’s
Catholic Church of Shakopee was celebrated with special services
on August 11. An illustrated history of the parish, which was
prepared by the Reverend Mathias Savs, its pastor, appears in the
Shakopee Argus-Tribune for July 23 and 30 and August 6.

An Indian waf* dance of 1861 that culminated in one of the
many conflicts between the Sioux and the Chippewa is described
by Mrs. Harriet C. Ashley of Superior, Wisconsin, in the Shakopee
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Argus-Tribune for July 30. Her account is based upon a descrip-
tion in the journal of her father, Miles P. Clarke, who was a mer-
chant at Shakopee in the early sixties.

Something of the early history of the village of Santiago in
Sherburne County is presented in the Princeton Union for July
16. The community around Santiago, which was originally called
St. Francis, was first settled by emigrants from Vermont in 1856.

An interesting chapter in Minnesota Valley history is recalled
by the passing of the old bridge built across the Minnesota River
at Henderson in 1877, for it was constructed as a drawbridge so
that it would not interfere with steamboat traffic. The dedication
of a new bridge at this point is the occasion for the publication,
in the Henderson Independent for July 31, of articles dealing
with the history of the old bridge, the industrial life of the city
in the seventies, and the development and decline of steamboat-
ing on the Minnesota River.

One of the outstanding features of a “Diamond Jubilee”
celebration held at St. Cloud from July 16 to 19 was an exhibit
of objects of historic interest assembled by a committee under the
chairmanship of Mrs. Fred Schilplin. The articles, which were
classified under such headings as Indian objects, pioneer articles,
manuscripts, military equipment, and objects used by certain
racial groups, were displayed at the Elks’ Club and in the local
store windows. The main exhibit at the Elks’ Club attracted so
much attention that, contrary to the original plan, it was kept
open in the evenings and on the final day of the celebration. A
pageant entitled the “ Romance of St. Cloud ” and reviewing the
history of the district was presented at Central Junior High School
on the first three evenings of the celebration; and a parade which
included many floats of historical interest passed through the
streets of St. Cloud on the afternoon of July 18. The publicity
given to the celebration by the St. Cloud Daily Times and Daily
Journal-Press was unusually extensive as well as of an unusually
high quality. During the entire week, from July 13 to 18, from
two to six pages of the paper were devoted to articles about the
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historic past of St. Cloud and its vicinity, in many cases ac-
companied by excellent illustrations. Among the narratives pub-
lished are an account of the founding of the city and of its first
settlers, sketches of the public and parochial schools of the city,
and a history of the First Presbyterian Church and its pioneer
pastor, the Reverend E. V. Campbell, July 13; an account of the
granite industry in the St. Cloud district from 1868 to the present,
and sketches of the city’s women’s organizations, July 14; his-
tories of the local fire department, the St. Cloud State Teachers
College, and the state reformatory, July 15; an account of the
once prosperous lumber industry that centered at St. Cloud, July
16; and some reminiscences of William B. Mitchell, and a sketch
of Milton P. Noel by his daughter, Mrs. Winthrop S. Mitchell,
July 18, Two subjects are treated at considerable length — the
history of the city’s newspapers, which is reviewed in articles
printed on July 13 and 17; and Catholic activity in and around St.
Cloud. Articles on the city’s earliest Catholic church and on
pioneer religious education by the Reverend T. Leo Keaveny
appear in the Times and Journal-Press for July 13; in the same
issue is an account of the early visits to St. Cloud of Father
Francis X. Pierz. An article on the Benedictine nuns in Minne-
sota is published and Dr. August C. Krey’s account of the
Benedictine order in Minnesota, originally published in this maga-
zine, ante, 8: 217-231, is reprinted in the issue for July 15.

The history of the old log house at Brown’s Valley, long used
by members of the family of Joseph R. Brown and now preserved
in Sam Brown State Park, is reviewed by Mr. George Allanson
of Wheaton in the Inter-Lake Tribune of Brown’s Valley for
September 4.

One Holf Century of the Bank of Long Prairie is reviewed in
a souvenir booklet issued by the bank on the occasion of its
fiftieth anniversary. Sketches of the history of the bank and
of the men who are prominently identified with its progress are
included.

How the presence of ginseng kept early Wright County settlers,
disheartened by the ravages of the grasshoppers in 1858, from
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forsaking their homesteads is related in the Wright County Jour-
nal-Press for August 13. According to this account, the pioneers
gathered the roots and sold them for six cents a pound to Robert
Blaine of Virginia, who, it was later discovered, disposed of the
product to Chinese agents at sixty cents a pound.

Interviews with interesting Minneapolis residents are reported
by Arthur W. Warnock in a series of articles that opens in the
Minneapolis Journal for August 16. The men interviewed in-
clude: the Honorable Samuel R. Van Sant, governor of Minne-
sota for two terms and a pioneer Mississippi River steamboat
captain; Dr. Charles M. Jordan, superintendent of the Minne-
apolis schools from 1892 to 1914; Judge John D. Smith, a
representative in the legislature of 1889, and state senator from
1801 to 1893, and a member of the Hennepin County bench from
1905 to 1913; Monsignor James M. Cleary, one of the oldest
priests in Minneapolis; Judge Ell Torrance, who has been practic-
ing law in Minneapolis for fifty years; and Dr. George H. Bridg-
man, president of Hamline University from 1883 to 1912.

The election of Dorilus Morrison as the “first mayor of the
city of Minneapolis” in 1867 and the problems that he faced
when he took office are described in the Minneapolis Tribune for
July 5.

A brief history of the L. S. Donaldson Company of Minne-
apolis, which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on August 27,
appears in the Minneapolis Journal for August 25.

“The Story of Christ Church” of Minneapolis, from 1914 to
the present, is reviewed in a pamphlet issued on September 13
under the title Christ English Lutheran Church Dedication (32 p.).

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Trinity
Lutheran Church of Minneapolis by the Reverend Ferdinand
Sievers was commemorated with special services during the week
of September 27.

A concise outline of the history of Minnesota’s oldest news-
paper from 1849 to the present appears in the St. Paul Pioneer
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Press for September 20 under the title “ History of Dispatch and
Pioneer Press Closely Linked with Progress of State.”

The history of the parks of St. Paul from 1849, when Henry
M. Rice and John R. Irvine gave to the city the land for Rice
Park, is briefly outlined in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for July 9.
Among the pioneer parks noted are Smith, Central, Lafayette, and
Como.

Members of the Young Men’s Christian Association of St.
Paul commemorated the seventy-fifth anniversary of the found-
ing of their organization by the presentation of an historical
pageant on September 3 and 4. Episodes depicting the explora-
tions of Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike, the negotiation of the Sioux
treaty of 1837, the organization of Minnesota Territory, and the
arrival of Governor Ramsey were included.
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