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foundations of historical study.” Among the other items published
in this issue of the Southern Minnesotan are an account of Colonel
William Colvill’s exploits at Gettysburg; some Civil War letters of
the Pendergast brothers of Hutchinson; an outline of the history
of New Prague, a Czech community that has recently celebrated its
seventy-fifth anniversary; and a narrative of a gold-seeking expedi-
tion to Pike’s Peak in 1859 as related by Lewis Conley, who later
settled at Cannon Falls.

Early days on the North Shore of Lake Superior are recalled in
a letter, published in the Cook County News-Herald of Grand
Marais for October 15, from Mr. John A. Bardon of Superior,
whose father, Richard Bardon, served as government teacher and
farmer for the Grand Portage Chippewa in the middle sixties. Mr,
Bardon relates tales of many of the pioneers of the region, and he
tells particularly of the career of Peter Gagnon of Grand Portage.

The varied career of Ignatius Donnelly as town-site promoter,
third-party leader, journalist, author, orator, and politician is out-
lined in an editorial in the Minneapolis Tribune for November 8,
which calls attention to the one-hundredth anniversary of the birth
of the “ Sage of Nininger.” ‘The anniversary also is the occasion
for the publication of a brief biographical sketch of Donnelly in the
8t. Paul Pioneer Press for November 1.

A chapter entitled “ Minnesota, the Marvelous ” is included in
a volume entitled Four Score and More: Bits of Biography and
Humorous History by George P. Bent (Los Angeles, 1929. 281 p.).
Mzr. Robert O. Foster of Minneapolis contributes to the volume some
“ Reminiscences of fifty-one years in the music business in Minne-
apolis.”

Mrs. Esther Abbetmeyer Selke contributes an interesting account
of “ Herculean Laborers for the Extension of Lutheranism in Min-
nesota,” missionaries of the Missouri synod who worked in the region
between 1857 and 1879, to the Quarterly of the Concordia His-
torical Institute for October. She relates that one of the mission-
aries, the Reverend H. P. Christopher Boettcher, had charge of no
less than twenty-seven mission stations in Lyon, Redwood, Renville,
Yellow Medicine, Lincoln, and Pipestone counties and in Dakota
Territory in the late seventies. He managed to cover his large field
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“once in six weeks with horse and spindle, with no roads or fences
to bother about.”

That “ Historical considerations are . . . important in replan-
ning an old city ” that increased rapidly in size in the years follow-
ing its founding, as did St. Paul, is pointed out by George H. Her-
rold, managing director and engineer of the St. Paul city planning
board, in an article on “ The Necessity for Coordinated Planning ”
published in Civil Engineering for December. In discussing the
work of the planning board, which was created in 1918, Mr. Her-
rold shows how many of St, Paul’s present problems are due to the
fact that the city’s business section grew up “ around the levee,
which was the principal point of interest,”” and was connected with
scattered residential sections by narrow, crooked, and poorly graded
streets. Other articles of special Minnesota interest in this issue
of Civil Engineering include a review of “ Railroading in the North-
west ” by W. L. Darling; accounts of ‘‘ Open-pit Iron Mining on
the Mesabi Range” by Russell H. Bennett and E. W. Davis; and
discussions of ‘‘ Highway Practice in Minnesota” by O. L. Kipp
and C. M. Babcock.

The Civil War diary of the late Samuel R. Miller of Olivia, who
read poetry, the Spectator, and other classics during the intervals be-
tween periods of active service, is quoted extensively in an article
entitled “A Soldier’s Diary of Civil War Days "’ by Elmer W. Peter-
son, in the Minneapolis Tribune for December 13. Miller served
with Ohio and Indiana regiments; after the war he studied law at
the University of Michigan; and in the early seventies he settled
in Minnesota.

The career of a Pioneer of the North Woods Section of Minne-
sota: William H. Andrews is the subject of a little book by his
wife, Lydia Bryant Andrews, which pictures life in several sections
of Minnesota between 1857 and 1925 (Hackensack, Minnesota,
1931. 85 p.). Among the Minnesota communities that Andrews
helped to develop as a farmer or a merchant are Richfield, Monti-
cello, Rockford, Brainerd, and Emily Township in Crow Wing
County. In the latter township he established a summer resort in
1907 around which has grown the village of Outing, and the chap-
ters dealing with Andrews’ life at this place are perhaps the most
interesting in the book.
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A Supplement to the Lavocat Family in America by Matilda V.
Baillif (1931. 11 p.), issued to accompany a genealogical work
described ante, 11:110, includes a translation of a letter written
from St. Paul in 1865 by Anne Jacquin Lavocat Martin to her
brother, Ferdinand Jacquin, in France.

Some biographical information about Mr. John Talman, news-
paper librarian of the Minnesota Historical Society from 1908 to
1926, is included in a sketch published on the occasion of his eightieth
birthday in the Fairport [New York] Herald-Mail for December 3.

Locar History ITEMS

The history of a log cabin recently presented to the Blue Earth
County Old Settlers’ Association by Mr. and Mrs. John Strobel and
placed in Sibley Park at Mankato is reviewed in the Mankato Free
Press for December 17. According to this account, the cabin was
built by George Ott in the late fifties, when he settled on a home-
stead near Mankato.

An unsuccessful attempt made by E. P. Evans in 1869 to secure
the removal of the county seat of Blue Earth County from Mankato
to Garden City is recalled by Mr. W. H. Pay in an interview re-
ported in the Mankato Free Press for November 7.

An interesting chapter in the social history of Minnesota’s Ger-
man pioneers is provided by an article reviewing the story of the
New Ulm Turnverein, which is published in the Brown County
Journal for November 6. Accounts of the society’s early meetings,
of the building of its first hall, of theatrical performances staged by
its members, of its singing section, its fire department, its gymnastic
classes, and its activities as host to members of the North American
Gymnastic Union in 1876 are included. ‘The society, which was
organized in 1856, celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary on No-
vember 11.

About half of a History of Big Bend Township, Chippewa County,
Minnesota, from the Time of Its First Settlement in 1866 to the
Close of the Year 1928, by J. K. Johnson, is devoted to sketches of
early settlers, most of whom are of Norwegian extraction (Milan,
1929. 66 p.). It includes also a history of the local Lutheran
church and a sketch of a pastor, the Reverend O. E. Solseth, who
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served the community for more than three decades; accounts of the
township’s first public school and its first post office; some vital sta-
tistics for the years from 1874 to 1882; a description of an early
Fourth of July celebration; and brief sketches of the founding of Big
Bend City and of two local industries, the roller mill and the codpera-
tive creamery. Mr. Johnson’s narrative originally was published in
the Milan Standard, from which it has been reprinted in pamphlet
form.

A “ History of the Watson Lutheran Congregation Pioneer Ladies
Aid Society,” by Mrs. George Kalmoe, appears in the W atson Voice
for November 26. The writer traces the history of the organiza-
tion and describes its membership and work from 1876 to the present.

The following list of officers of the Dodge County Historical
Society has been received from its president: Mr. G. H. Slocum,
president; Mr. Ternis Slingerland, vice president; Miss Elise Alder,
secretary; Miss Amanda Curtis, treasurer; and Miss Maud Gerret-
son, Mr. J. H. Parker, and Mr. J. P. Nottage, members of the
executive committee. All the officers live at Mantorville, except
the members of the executive committee, who reside at Kasson.

A recently published township record is the History of Millerville,
Douglas County, Minnesota, 1866 to 1930, by Karl M. Klein (Mil-
lerville, 1930. 110 p.). It deals with a German-Catholic com-
munity founded in 1866 by John A. Miller. A general account of
the early years of the settlement, which includes information about
the founding of its church by Fathers Francis Pierz and Ignaz
Thomazin, is followed by a chronological record of settlers who ar-
rived each year and of important events from 1866 to 1931.

About three thousand people attended the “ open house ”” arranged
by the First State Bank of Chatfield on October 8 to celebrate its
seventy-fifth anniversary. A large collection of objects illustrative
of pioneer life in the community and of manuscripts was arranged
in the bank in connection with the celebration. Some of the more
interesting exhibits are described and the history of the bank, which
was founded in 1856 by J. C. Easton, is outlined in the Chatfield
News for October 8.

The First Methodist Church of Chatfield celebrated its seventy-

fifth anniversary on November 29. The celebration included a series
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of talks by Mr. Frank Tuper, Mr. John Chermak, and others on
the history of the church.

Plans for occupying quarters in the new Goodhue County Court-
house were made at the annual meeting of the Goodhue County
Historical Society, held at Red Wing on November 10. The fol-
lowing officers were elected: C. A. Rasmussen, president; Dr. M, W,
Smith, first vice president; Charles P. Hall, second vice president;
Mrs. J. E. Enz, treasurer; and Miss Rosalie Youngdahl, secretary.

In connection with the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the founding of the Congregational Church of Cannon Falls on
October 4, a sketch of its history was read by Mr. G. T. Valentine.
Pictures of pioneer members of the congregation and early views of
Cannon Falls were displayed in the church parlor.

How the lakes of Itasca County received their names is explained
by L. A. Rossman in an attractive little booklet entitled Naming
Itasca’s Lakes (Grand Rapids, 1931. 10 p.). The writer devotes
several pages to the origin of the name of the county, outlining
briefly the several theories presented by Mr. Gale and Mr. Hart
in the September issue of MiNNEsoTa History. ‘‘ You may have a
Latin, a Chippewa or a synthetic name, whichever your fancy may
take,” he explains, but he expresses his own preference when he as-
serts that “ We would rather that the name Itasca came from Indian
lore of the Chippewa country than from the Latin dictionary.”

Some business ventures on the frontier of northwestern Minnesota
during the last third of the nineteenth century are described by Mr.
Peter J. Gorden of Minneapolis in a reminiscent letter published in
the Morris Tribune for November 27. Accounts of his business
activities at Pelican Rapids and at Little Fork in Koochiching County
are preceded by descriptions of the writer’s boyhood in Norway, of
his immigration in 1871, and of pioneer life at Morris.

‘The proposal that a Lyon County historical society be organized is
set forth in articles and editorials published in the Minneota Mascot
for November 6, 13, and 20. The project receives encouragement
from the St. Paul Dispatch in an editorial, published in its issue for
Novembér 7, which reads in part: “A recent announcement of the
Minnesota Historical Society that within the last six months three
more counties have formed local historical societies and that there
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are now twenty-four such county organizations in the State has ap-
parently had the effect of arousing the interest of other communities
not possessing this valuable cultural unit. The Minneota Mascot
proposes formation of a Lyon County historical society. . . . It
would be gratifying to the entire State to see another county history
unit in the Minnesota Valley.”

Breaking the sod, building a house, and other details connected
with establishing a farm on a prairie homestead in Lyon County are
described by Mr. C. O. Anderson of Willcox, Arizona, in a remi-
niscent article published in three installments in the issues of the
Minneota Mascot for October 23 and 30 and November 6. The
writer’s family traveled by covered wagon in 1875 from Wisconsin
to its new home in Lyon County, Minnesota, where Mr. Ander-
son remained until 1881. His recollections of life in the region
include vivid accounts of prairie fires, the grasshopper plague, and
the boom years that followed 1877.

Some reminiscences of a pioneer editor, Mr. R. D. V. Carr, who
in 1903 established the Middle River Pioneer, now known as the
Middle River Record, appear in the issue of the latter paper for
October 30 to call attention to the passing of twenty-five years since
it was founded. Mr. Carr relates that after the Great Northern
Railroad announced that it would build a line between Thief River
Falls and Warroad he began the publication of a paper at a point
known as Breese post office. In 1904, after the railroad was con-
structed and the town of Middle River located, he removed his
publication office to that place and erected one of the first buildings
in the new community.

A detailed history of St. Michael’s Catholic Church of Buckman,
which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on October 29, appears in
the Pierz Journal for October 29.

Pioneer experiences in Nicollet County are recalled by Mr. J. H.
Doty of St. Peter in an interview published with his portrait in the
8t. Peter Herald for December 25. It includes accounts of the emi-
gration of the Doty family from New York state in 1857, of pioneer
farming in Nicollet County, and of Mr. Doty’s career as a railway
agent, a grain dealer, a promoter of codperative creameries, and a
lumberman.
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Plans for a local historical museum, to be sponsored by the Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club of Rochester, were formulated
at a meeting of the club on December 15. A committee, of which
Miss Isabelle Farr is chairman, was appointed to take charge of the
project.

Reminiscent talks on pioneer life and conditions were presented
by Mr. John B. Hompe of Deer Creek, Mr. W. L. Wilson of
Maine Township, and Mrs. O. M. Carr of Pelican Rapids before
the annual meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical Society at
Fergus Falls on October 24. Officers elected for the coming year
include Judge Anton Thompson of Fergus Falls, president; M. J.
Daly, Jr., of Perham, vice president; Frank E. Saunders of Parker’s
Prairie, second vice president; E. T. Barnard, secretary; and Elmer
E. Adams, treasurer.

A step toward the organization of a Pope County historical society
was taken on October 20, when Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, superin-
tendent of the state historical society, spoke before a meeting at
Glenwood on the value and possibilities of local historical organiza-
tion. A committee of seven, elected at this meeting to make plans
for a permanent organization, met on November 17, drew up a con-
stitution, and planned to call an organization meeting early in 1932.

That there are ten villages and cities in the United States bearing
the name of Northfield is revealed in an article in the Northfield
News for November 6 which presents the results of an investigation
into the origins of the name. In the case of the Minnesota city, the
writer declares that * the name of the founder, John W. North, at
least suggested the first syllable of the name of the future city and
that the decision of the early settlers, many of whom were New
Englanders, was easily reached because the name brought back
memories of the far-off Northfields of Maine, Massachusetts, Ver-
mont and Connecticut.” Much information about other communi-
ties of the same name is presented. Among them is Northfield,
Texas, which, it is interesting to note, was founded in 1890 by
Jonathan Cook, who “ came from Northfield, Minnesota.”

The seventy-fifth anniversaries of two Northfield churches — the
First Congregational Church and the First Baptist Church — were
marked by a joint celebration held on October 24 and 25. An
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exhibit of documents, pictures, and objects connected with the his-
tories of the churches was a feature of the celebration. At the
anniversary dinner, held on the evening of October 24, addresses
were presented on “ The Old Brown Church ” by Mrs. A. H. Pear-
son, * Qur Church in the Eighties ” by Miss Isabella Watson, “ Our
Church in the Nineties” by Dr. H. C. Wilson, “ Reminiscences
from a Long Pastorate” by Dr. Edwin B. Dean, “ The Coming of
the Baptists” by Dr. J. P. Bird, ‘“ Reminiscences from a Pastor’s
Wife” by Mrs. E. B. Dean, and the “ Significance of the Anni-
versary ” by Dr. Donald J. Cowling, president of Carleton College.
An interesting booklet, which contains historical sketches of the two
congregations and pictures of their buildings and pastors, was pub-
lished in connection with the celebration (32 p.). Another seventy-
fifth anniversary celebration, held by the Northfield Methodist
Church on December 10, was marked by the presentation of a
pageant depicting the history of the church.

A paper on “ The Founding of the Catholic Churches in Fari-
bault ” in 1853 was presented by Mrs. James E. O’Neill before a
meeting of the Rice County Historical Society at Faribault on Octo-
ber 26. The following officers were elected for the coming year:
Professor C. A. Duniway of Northfield, president; H. L. Buck of
Faribault, vice president; Frank M. Kaisersatt of Faribault, secre-
tary; and Albert Leach of Faribault, treasurer.

The program of the annual meeting of the St. Louis County
Historical Society, which was held at Duluth on December 3, in-
cluded addresses and papers on *“ A St. Louis County Pioneer and a
Developer of the Missabe Range ” by John H. Hearding, on ““ Early
Fur-trading Companies in St. Louis County ” by William E. Culkin,
on “The Oregon Trail in 1853 ” by Claudia M. Allen, and on the
“Finland Swedes in Northeastern Minnesota” by the Reverend
Carl J. Silfversten.

The suggestion that a permanent collection of objects illustrative
of pioneer life in Scott County be placed on display in Belle Plaine is
made by Win V. Working in the Belle Plaine Herald for October
22. “With local history being studied in our schools and with
most persons, young and old, more or less interested in pioneer his-
tory, relics should have a strong appeal here,” writes Mr. Working.
“They are of little use hidden away in attics or stored away in
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vaults; they must be brought out into the light where they may be
examined and studied. They should be in groups so that their col-
lective appeal may be made sufficiently strong.”

More than eight thousand people attended a * Golden Jubilee ”
celebration held at Winthrop on October 8. Among the speakers
who recalled incidents connected with the city’s past were Mr. P. P.
Quist, Judge Henry Moll, and Congressman August H. Andresen.
Displays of pioneer objects arranged in local store windows attracted
much attention and interest. In connection with the celebration,
the Winthrop News published with its issue of October 8 an ** Anni-
versary Supplement ” of thirty-six pages, which contains much valu-
able material about the history of Winthrop and Sibley County.
A review of the city’s past reveals that the town site was platted by
Erick Olson in 1881, when the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railroad
was extended through land that he had been farming since 1869.
Brief sketches of the Sibley County cities and villages of Henderson,
Green Isle, Arlington, Gaylord, Gibbon, and New Auburn, and of
the townships of Transit, Cornish, Alfsborg, and Bismark are
included in the booklet. Transportation is dealt with in articles
dealing with pioneer roads and with the building of the Minneapolis
and St. Louis Railroad; several Winthrop industries — the codpera-
tive creamery, the canning plant, and the telephone company — are
the subjects of articles; the story of the News, which was founded in
1887, is outlined ; and the history of the Winthrop schools is reviewed
by P. M. Paquette. An interesting feature of the booklet is the
inclusion of several local history sketches prepared by high school
students.

The historical value of business papers and records is well illus-
trated in two articles published in the Plainview News for QOctober
9 and 16. ‘The first describes the papers of the C. C. Cornwell and
Son Hardware Company, recently discovered in the basement of its
store, and gives examples of the purchases made by pioneers of the
seventies. A day book kept in the sixties by F., J. Cornwell, a dry
goods merchant, and now owned by Mrs. E. A. Carpenter, is the
subject of the second article.

The passing of half a century since the Farmers’ National Bank
of Waseca was established was commemorated on November 14.
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A special section of the W aseca Journal for November 11 is devoted
to the banking history of the community.

The eightieth anniversary of the First Congregational Church of
Minneapolis, which was founded at St. Anthony in 1851, was cele-
brated by members of the congregation with appropriate ceremonies
on November 15 and 16. The history of the church is briefly re-
viewed in the Minneapolis Journal for November 8.

‘The history of the Minneapolis Athenaeum is reviewed in the
Seventieth Annual Report of the institution, submitted in 1929 by
Katharine Patten, its librarian (22 p.). The origin and growth of
the Athenaeum library, which has been combined with the Minne-
apolis Public Library, is stressed.

The days when there were “ Steam Trains on Nicollet Avenue ”
in Minneapolis are recalled by Arthur W. Warnock in an article in
the Minneapolis Journal for October 4. The writer describes the
building of the ‘“ Motor Line” which began operations in 1879
between First Avenue South and Lake Calhoun and which eventu-
ally was extended to Excelsior on Lake Minnetonka. Among the
interesting illustrations that appear with the article are a picture of
the “ first motor train” to run in Minneapolis and a facsimile of
the motor line’s time table for 1885.

The influence of geography upon the origin and growth of Min-
neapolis is emphasized by Arthur W. Warnock in an article entitled
“A City in Swaddling Clothes” in the Minneapolis Journal for
November 29. The writer outlines the early history of the city,
explains the origin of some of its geographic names, and describes
briefly the development of civic improvements and railroad connec-
tions with the outside world.

A detailed History of the Assumption Parish, St. Paul, Minn.
(113 p.) was published in connection with the celebration of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the church on October 18. It opens
with an account of the “ Founding of the Parish,” the pioneer Ger-
man Catholic congregation of St. Paul, which occupied its first church
building in 1856. Sketches of its pastors and a history of the parish
school are included in the volume,
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