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Pioneer churches in a number of Minnesota communities are 
described in a volume entitled Seventy-five Years of Danish Baptist 
Missionary Work in America (1931. 304 p . ) . The church at 
Qark ' s Grove, the first of the Danish Baptist denomination in Min­
nesota, receives special attention. 

James Shields, Stephen W . Kearney, and James J. Hill are among 
the names of Minnesota interest that receive brief mention in a little 
volume entitled Ireland in America by Edward F . Roberts (New 
York, 1931. 218 p . ) . 

A Union List of Manuscripts in Libraries in the Pacific North­
west, compiled by Charles W . Smith, has been issued by the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association (Seattle, 1931). The manuscripts 
listed are in libraries in British Columbia, Montana, Oregon, and 
Washington. Though the volume exhibits editorial defects and is 
probably not as comprehensive as it should have been, it deserves 
a hearty welcome, for it is a step in the direction of regional inven­
tories of manuscript materials, a kind of aid to research that is 
sadly needed in the United States. 

The services rendered by the Archives Division of the Illinois 
State Library, the " nature of the materials available and the limi­
tations on their use," are explained by William J . Stratton, secretary 
of state, in a recently issued pamphlet (32 p . ) . It is illustrated 
with reproductions of documents of special value, and with pictures 
showing in what condition records were received by the library and 
how they are preserved. 

A detailed " History of the Virginia Historical Society," which 
celebrated its centennial at the " place of its birth — the Old Hall 
of the House of Delegates in the Capitol at Richmond " on Decem­
ber 29, 1931, appears in the Virginia Magazine of History and Bi­
ography for October. 

Trails, waterways and portages, mounds and earthworks, villages 
and camp sites, burying grounds, and mining operations are among 
the subjects on which information is to be found in an Archeological 
Atlas of Michigan by Wilbert B. Hinsdale, issued by the University 
of Michigan as number 4 of the Michigan Handbook Series (Ann 
Arbor, 1931. 38 p., 20 maps). T h e object of the volume is " t o 
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present such archeological features of Michigan as can be delineated 
cartographically" with enough descriptive text to " make clear 
the information presented upon the maps." 

Sixty stories covering " most of the major events of the first two 
himdred years in the history of Iowa " are included in a volume of 
True Tales of Iowa prepared for children by Edith Rule and Wil­
liam J. Petersen (Mason City, 1932. 364 p.). Many of the tales, 
such as those of the " Captive Frenchmen " — Hennepin and his 
companions, " Two Connecticut Yankees " — Carver and Pond, 
and " Battling the Mississippi " — Zebulon M. Pike, are of as much 
interest to residents of Minnesota as to those of Iowa. 

A Work Book in Iowa History recently issued by John E. Briggs 
for use in the intermediate grades (Des Moines, 1931), includes 
sections on exploration, the Indians, settlement, pioneer life, admis­
sion to statehood, transportation, farming, industry, and politics. 
Each topic is divided into problems, with suggestions on " what 
to read " and " what to know." 

Mr. W. L. Wallace is the author of a Story of Iowa prepared 
for use in the schools of the state (Mason City, Iowa, 1931. 82 p.). 
It includes sections on exploration, Indian life, settlement, the ad­
mission to statehood, and development following the Civil War. 

Various Indian tribes, a number of immigrant groups, and early 
traders and settlers are represented in a volume of Wisconsin Lore 
for Boys and Girls by Susan B. Davis (1931. 283 p.). The illus­
trations are of special historical interest. 

Prairie du Chien during the War of 1812 is the scene of a re­
cently published novel by William S. Hoffman entitled The Un­
tamed Wilderness (Chicago, 1931). 

Some recollections of Henry W. Smith, a German immigrant who 
settled in Illinois in 1857, served in the Civil War, and took a 
homestead near Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in 1872 are presented 
in a little pamphlet entitled Reminiscences of a Dakota Pioneer 
(Sioux Falls, 1929). 

" The Founding of the Icelandic Settlement in Pembina County," 
North Dakota, is described by one of the first settlers, the Reverend 
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Pall Thorlakson, in an article dictated on February 11, 1882, and 
published in a translation by Richard Beck in the North Dakota 
Historical Quarterly for January. M r . Beck also has written an 
introduction, telling something of Thorlakson's life, and a series of 
notes for the document. A study of "Archbishop Tache and the 
Beginnings of Manitoba," especially during the Riel rebellion of 
1869, is contributed to the same number of the Quarterly by Dona-
tien Fremont. 

T h a t Lamarque and not La Verendrye established " Historic 
Fort Rouge " is the contention of Dr. Charles N . Bell, who con­
tributes an interesting discussion of the history of this early fort on 
the site of Winnipeg to the Winnipeg Free Press for January 2. 
The history of another post in the same general vicinity — Fort 
Gibraltar — is the subject of an article by the same writer in the 
Free Press for February 27. 

Toward the end of the year 1864 " British policy was reversed 
and the whole groundwork was laid for the Canadian federation," 
asserts Chester Mart in in a study of " British Policy in Canadian 
Confederation," published in the Canadian Historical Review for 
March. The writer points out " that relations with the United 
States loom larger and larger with every chapter of research into 
these eventful months" of 1864, and that "one is justified . . . in 
regarding the American Civil W a r as one of the profoundest in­
fluences in Canadian history." In the same issue of the Review is 
a note by W . S. Wallace on the " Literature Relating to the Sel­
kirk Controversy " with a " Check-List " of contemporary publica­
tions dealing with the "struggle between Lord Selkirk and the 
North West Company over the Red River settlement." 

" When Traders Ruled the North " is the title of an article by 
Stella M . Champney in the Winnipeg Free Press for March 19, 
which presents some of Mrs . C. E. Kirkup's recollections of Fort 
William as a trading post. Mrs . Kirkup is a daughter of Thomas 
Richards, who was located at Fort William for a number of years 
before 1881. 

Many items of Minnesota interest are included in a bibHography 
of books and articles on the Canadian North West in the Toronto 
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Public Library, compiled by the head of its reference division, Miss 
Frances Staton, and pubHshed by the library (1931. 52 p . ) . 

G E N E R A L M I N N E S O T A ITEMS 

Biographies of three important figures in the earHest exploration 
of Minnesota and the Northwest are included in volume 8 of the 
Dictionary of American Biography (New York, 1932), edited by 
Dumas Malone for the American Council of Learned Societies. 
A sketch of Groseilliers, the companion of Radisson, is the work of 
Irving B. Richman; sketches of Michel Guignas, the Jesuit mis­
sionary to the Sioux who helped to establish a French fort on Lake 
Pepin in 1727, and of Father Louis Hennepin, the Recollect friar 
who discovered the Falls of St. Anthony in 1680, are contributed 
by Louise P. Kellogg. Another biography of primary interest to 
the student of Minnesota history is that of Sherman Hall, pioneer 
Protestant missionary to the Chippewa, by Grace L. Nute. Among 
the sketches in this volume of individuals whose careers were in some 
way connected with Minnesota are those of Lynn Haines, journalist 
and author, by William G. Elliott; Charles Hallock, naturalist, who 
founded the town of Hallock in 1880, by Willard G. Bleyer; Bishop 
Leonidas L. Hamline, who endowed Hamline University, by Harris 
E. Starr; James A. Harris, head of the botany department of the 
University of Minnesota from 1924 to 1930, by Ross A. Gortner; 
and George D . Herron, Socialist leader, who first attracted atten­
tion in 1891, when he was a Congregational pastor at Lake City, 
by Clara M . Smertenko. 

T w o of the six pages on Minnesota in a volume entitled Stories 
of the States by Nellie V. Sanchez (New York, 1931. 380 p.) are 
devoted to an account of " Pike's Visit to Minnesota." T h e author 
tells of the explorer's northward journey in the dead of winter to 
the post of the Northwest Company — she erroneously calls it the 
Northwestern Company — at Sandy Lake. It is generally under­
stood among historians that Pike, after his Minnesota explorations, 
returned to St. Louis, his starting point, but the author of the book 
under discussion takes the liberty of leaving him at Sandy Lake, 
" enjoying the wild rice bought of the Indians at a dollar and a 
half a bushel, and preparing toboggans, fashioned after the manner 
of the country, to make his way on to Colorado and the peak which 
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now bears his name." In a brief bibHographical item the author 
takes a curious liberty with the name of Dr . Solon J . Buck when 
she writes " PubHcations of Minnesota Historical Society, Milton 
J . Buck." 

A course in Minnesota history will be taught by Mr . Dudley E. 
Brainard at the St. Cloud State Teachers College in 1932-33. 

" T h e erection of a territorial government was always a bait for 
printers," writes Douglas C. McMurt r ie in a survey of " Pioneer 
Printing in Minnesota," pubHshed in the February issue of the 
National Printer Journalist. In this way he accounts for the arrival 
in St. Paul in April, 1849, of James M . Goodhue, who issued the 
first Minnesota newspaper, " pioneer in character as well as name." 
M r . McMurt r ie describes a number of publications of other types 
issued in 1849. Among these is what he describes as the " earliest 
piece of official or commercial printing executed in the Territory " — 
a " proclamation of Governor Ramsey providing for the election of a 
delegate to the United States Congress and of members of the Ter­
ritorial Council and House of Representatives," which was printed 
as " an extra at the Register office on July 10." The pioneer print­
ers whose work is mentioned include Alonzo Barnard, a missionary 
at Cass Lake; Sam Whiting of Winona; and Jane Grey Swiss-
helm of St. Cloud. Wi th the article are reproduced the first page 
of the first issue of the Pioneer and the title pages of three early 
pamphlets. The article is reprinted in Levang's Weekly of Lanes-
boro for February 25. 

"Changes in the Content of Minnesota Newspapers" from 1860 
to 1929 are discussed by Irene Barnes in the Publications of the 
American Sociological Society for May, 1931. The author meas­
ured and classified the contents of thirty Minnesota weeklies for 
the decennial years from 1860 to 1920 and for 1929, and she pre­
sents in this article the results of her study. The newspapers used 
are in the library of the Minnesota Historical Society. 

A valuable compilation of Laws and Regulations Governing the 
University of Minnesota, assembled by a committee consisting of 
Dean W . R. Vance and Professor James Paige of the university fac­
ulty and M r . Fred B. Snyder of the board of regents, has been 
pubHshed by the university (1931. xii, 501 p . ) . Herein may be 
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found "all federal and state laws, and all other regulations, from 
whatever source derived, now in force and applicable to the Uni­
versity." A chapter is devoted to " T h e Establishment of the 
University " and of its various colleges and departments. 

Traffic and conditions on the upper Mississippi between 1858 and 
1861 are described in a series of articles, based upon items in a scrap-
book kept by Mrs. Catherine M. Smith of Winona, and published 
in the Burlington [Iowa] Post from January 2 to March 19. The 
material for these articles was furnished to the Post by Captain 
Orrin F. Smith of Winona. 

In the early sixties " Red Wing received as much as 28,000 
bushels of wheat in one day from the farmers' wagons," and was 
considered " the largest primary wheat market in the United States " 
writes P. P. Quist in an article explaining " How Grain is Han­
dled at the Terminal Markets in Minnesota," which appears in the 
National Grain Journal for December. The author gives consid­
erable attention to Minnesota legislation relating to the weighing 
and grading of grain. 

Some of the valentines in the collection of the Minnesota His­
torical Society are described by Serena Loftness in an article in the 
Minneapolis Journal for February 14 telHng how St. Valentine's 
Day has been observed through the centuries. The writer com­
pares the valentines of pioneer days with those of the present, and 
she points out that the celebration of the day was mentioned in 
Minnesota newspapers of the fifties. 

Under the heading " When the Tom-Toms Beat at the Old 
Round Tower," Helene Krogstad outlines briefly the early history 
of Fort Snelling in Minneapolis, the quarterly magazine issued by 
the Minneapolis Civic and Commerce Association, for February. 

" Pioneer Days of Nuttings in Minnesota " is the title of a chapter 
in a Genealogy of Descendants of John Nutting of South Amherst, 
Mass., compiled by Walter M. Nutting (Faribault, Minnesota, 
1929. 340 p.). The writer tells of the emigration from Nutting-
ville, Massachusetts, in the early fifties of four Nutting brothers, 
Freeman, Levi, Truman, and Porter; he describes the frontier Min-
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nesota communities in which they settled; and he quotes extensively 
from letters and other sources in which these pioneers recorded their 
impressions of their new homes. Of special interest are the accounts 
of Truman Nutting's activities in Faribault, where in 1855 he opened 
the city's first hotel. A picture of the register of the Nutting Hotel 
illustrates this portion of the narrative. Another item of more than 
ordinary value is an account by Mrs. Julia K. S. Hibbard of Hart­
ford, Connecticut, of the experiences in Minnesota from 1856 to 
1868 of her mother, Mrs. Juliana Nutting Kendall. The writer 
tells of a westward journey by steamboat and stage from Connecticut 
to Steele County, Minnesota, and of life in a frontier log cabin. A 
chapter is devoted to the " Nutting Family Concert Troupes," which 
provided entertainment in many a Minnesota community between 
1865 and 1880. 

The colorful career of " James Shields: Soldier and Statesman," 
who served as a United States senator from Minnesota immediately 
after its admission to statehood, is the subject of an article by Rich­
ard J. Purcell in Studies of Dublin, Ireland, for March. Of special 
interest is the account of Shields' efforts to attract Irish immigrants 
to Minnesota. 

A Candle in the Mist: A Story for Girls, by Florence Crannell 
Means, is an entertaining tale of frontier life and adventure in Min­
nesota and Wisconsin (1931. 253 p.). Many of the incidents de­
scribed are drawn from the diary of Jane M. Grout, the writer's 
grandmother, a copy of which is in the possession of the Minnesota 
Historical Society. 

Much material on the exploration of the Mesabi and Cuyuna 
ranges in northeastern Minnesota is included in a biographical sketch 
of Mr. George H. Crosby of Duluth, which appears in the Duluth 
News-Tribune for January 10. 

Yorktown: A Day by Day Newspaper Account of Minnesota's 
Participation in the Sesquicentennial of the Surrender of Cornwallis 
at Yorktown is the title of a pamphlet by R. W. Hitchcock describ­
ing the activities of the members of the delegation that represented 
Minnesota at the Yorktown celebration in October, 1931 (39 p.). 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Plans to erect a marker at a point on the old Red River trail in 
Anoka are being made by the Captain John Holmes chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, according to an announce­
ment in the Anoka Herald for January 12. 

The activities of the first county commissioners of Anoka County 
are described by Irving A. Caswell in an article pubHshed in the 
Anoka Union for February 17. Their first official act, according 
to the writer, was that of selecting a site for a courthouse. 

A bill of sale dated August 29, 1877, by which George W . Neff 
purchased from Guy K. Cleveland for three thousand dollars the 
" good will and subscription Hst " of the Mankato Union and the 
equipment of the newspaper office, was found recently among some 
of Neff's papers by his son, M r . Paul Neff, according to an article 
in the Mankato Free Press for March 16. Many of the papers 
relate to the early history of the Union, which was a forerunner of 
the Free Press. 

The museum of the Crow Wing County Historical Society was 
opened to the public on February 18. A recent addition to its col­
lections is a group of World W a r items, received from M r . E. A. 
Houle of Brainerd. 

A brief history of the Scandinavian Relief Society of Moorhead, 
which was organized with a hundred members on September 8, 1880, 
appears in the Moorhead Daily News for January 15. The primary 
purpose of the society was to aid newly arrived Swedish immigrants 
to obtain work and to buy suitable farming land. 

T w o millstones from a mill erected near Hastings in 1862 are 
to be mounted in the entrance of the biochemistry building of the 
department of agriculture of the University of Minnesota, accord­
ing to announcements in the Minneapolis Journal for January 24 
and in the St. Paul Daily News for February 14. T h e stones were 
presented to the university by Mrs . Minnie E. Lee of Spring Lake, 
whose father, L. E. McCarriel, operated the mill from 1867 until 
his death in 1908. Thereafter it was run for a number of years 
by Mrs . Lee. 
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T h e short-lived Wasioja Gazette, the pretentious Minnesota 
Seminary, and a " bank that never was used as such " are among 
the subjects touched upon by Merle Potter in an article, published 
in the magazine section of the Minneapolis Journal for January 10, 
about the " Crumbled Air Castles " at Wasioja, a Dodge County 
settlement that flourished in the late fifties. Much of the article 
is devoted to an account of the rise and decline of the seminary, an 
excellent picture of which appears as an illustration. 

An account of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Masonic lodge 
at Mantorville, which was celebrated on January 6, is published in 
the Mantorville Express for January 14. The lodge was established 
on July 4, 1856, with thirteen members. 

The history of a pioneer Catholic community that had its begin­
nings at Chatfield in the fifties is reviewed by Nona E. Laivell in a 
booklet entitled History of Saint Mary's Catholic Parish with Notes 
on the Passion Play of Oberammergau (25 p . ) . Among those who 
helped to establish the parish, according to this account, were Father 
Ravoux and Bishop Cretin, and the first church was dedicated by 
Bishop Grace in 1871. 

" T h e Court House Removal Issue," a political battle of 1867 
that revolved around the proposed removal from Wabasha to Lake 
City of the county seat of Wabasha County, is described in the Lake 
City Graphic-Republican for March 10 in one of a series of sketches 
of " Dramatic Moments in the History of Lake City." The writer 
notes that both communities " were guilty of stuffing the ballot 
boxes " and that when the votes were counted " it was found that 
there were several times more votes than there were citizens." As 
a result it was necessary for the Minnesota supreme court to decide 
the issue, and it declared that Wabasha should remain the seat of 
government for the county. Among other sketches in the series are 
an account of the " Slaying of Marshal Brad Rodgers " and a descrip­
tion of the " Cloudburst and Train Wreck " of 1915, which appear in 
the issues of the Graphic-Republican for January 14 and March 17. 

Among the articles on the history of McLeod County, by W i n V. 
Working, recently published in the Glencoe Enterprise, are: an ac­
count of local politics in the fifties, February 4 ; a history of the 
Glencoe schools, February 1 1 ; the story of the naming of Rogue's 
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Island in Preston Lake, March 3; a sketch of Stevens Seminary 
of Glencoe and of its superintendent, E. V. W. Brokaw, March 10; 
and a brief history of the Glencoe churches, March 31. 

A history of the Sherburn creamery, by John Manzey, appears in 
the Sherburn Advance-Standard for February 4. The author was 
one of the first officers of the creamery, which was founded in 1893. 
He relates that for several years after its establishment the cream­
ery separated milk for the farmers, until hand separators became a 
common piece of farm equipment. 

The Meeker County Old Settlers Association changed its name 
to the Meeker County Historical Society at a meeting held at Litch­
field on January 7. A complete reorganization accompanied this 
change. Membership is now open to all interested; and plans have 
been made to collect and preserve materials relating to the history 
of the county and to erect appropriate markers on historic sites. 

A brief history of the Farmers' Co-operative Creamery at Hinck­
ley from its establishment in 1917 to the present is published in the 
Hinckley News for January 14. 

At a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society, held 
at Duluth on January 29, a paper on " Jessie D. Bright, a Forgotten 
Leader in the Old Northwest " was read by Philip G. Auchampaugh, 
" The Early History of the Arrowhead Country " was outlined by 
George G. Barnum, " Recollections of Days Gone By " were pre­
sented by Mrs. J. R. McGiffert, and the study of " Local History " 
was discussed by William E. Culkin. 

In an article entitled " Sedmdesat pet let ceske osady v Minne-
sote " ("Seventy-five Years of a Czech Settlement in Minnesota"), 
published in Hospodar (Omaha) for February 5, Charles E. Srsen 
outlines the history of the Czech community at Owatonna. The 
writer points out that the beginnings of the community date from 
1856, when members of the Simek family settled in the vicinity. 

That a school with eighty pupils and four teachers existed in 1849 
at Long Prairie, where a Winnebago agency was located, is revealed 
in a letter written on December 28, 1849, by one of its teachers, 
Maria Houghton, to a brother in Boston, which is published in the 
Long Prairie Leader for February 11. The school is described as 
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consisting of a " boys room, girls room and sevnng room." " I have 
from fifteen to twenty five under my care usually," wrote Miss 
Houghton. " We have a Sabbath school on Sabbath mornings about 
the same attendance as our week days. The scholars are taught in 
the English language and many speak it very well." The original 
letter is owned by Mr. Ernest R. Reiff of St. Paul. 

The names of the thirty-five voters who were registered in the 
" precinct of Wabashaw in the county of Wabashaw " on October 
14, 1851, are listed in an article describing the official record book 
of an election held on that date in the Wabasha County Herald-
Standard for January 28. It is interesting to note that most of the 
names given are French. The record book is in the possession of 
Mr. C. C. Hirschy of Wabasha. 

After the pubHcation in the Plainview News of two articles about 
old business records found in Plainview (see ante, p. 122), the editor 
asked students in local English classes to write stories about the 
pioneer history of the village. The essays prepared in response to 
this request are published in the News from October 23 to January 
8 under the heading " Incidents of Plainview History." Among 
them are accounts of pioneer settlement around Plainview in the 
fifties, of the first automobiles owned in the village, of the advent 
of the railroad in 1878, of local newspaper history, and of the growth 
of the village schools. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Wabasha chapter of the 
Masonic Order was celebrated on January 7. A brief history of the 
local lodge is published in the Wabasha County Herald-Standard for 
January 14. 

A brief history of the St. Anthony Turnverein, which celebrated 
its seventy-fifth anniversary on February 7, appears in the Min­
neapolis Tribune for January 24. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Mount Zion 
Hebrew Congregation of St. Paul was celebrated with appropriate 
services on February 26, 27, and 28. The history of the congrega­
tion, which was " incorporated under the laws of the Territory 
of Minnesota " on February 26, 1857, is briefly outlined in a pro­
gram issued in connection with the anniversary. 



218 NEWS AND COMMENT J U N E 

Sections on St. Paul's history and geography, natural resources, 
manufacturers, transportation facilities, power and utilities, labor con­
ditions, markets, finance, government, and living conditions are in­
cluded in a Comprehensive Industrial Survey of Saint Paul and the 
Great Northwest, recently published by the industrial department 
of the St. Paul Association of Commerce (125 p.). It is to be 
hoped that other subjects are handled with greater accuracy than is 
the city's history, for in the brief section devoted to this topic 
are the erroneous statements that Lieutenant Pike founded Fort 
Snelling in 1820, that the first steamboat to reach Fort Snelling was 
called " The Virginian," and that Henry H. Sibley established the 
American Fur Company at St. Paul in 1834. 
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