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classified list of references " relating to the subject, the State His­
torical Society of Iowa has published as number 15 of its Bulletin 
of Information Series a compilation of Two Hundred Topics in Iowa 
History by William J . Petersen (1932. 96 p . ) . The general ar­
rangement is chronological, and among the subject headings are " T h e 
Indians of Iowa," " Discovery and Exploration," " Territorial and 
Local Government," " Pioneer Life," " The Constitutions of Iowa," 
" Schools and Education," " Group Settlements in Iowa," " Trans­
portation and Travel," and " Recreation and Amusements." No 
attempt has been made to " present an exhaustive bibliography for 
research scholars," but the references given are for the most part to 
materials that are " available and accessible to general readers of 
Iowa history." 

My Progress Book in Iowa History by Myrtle A. Nicklin consists 
of a series of stories, exercises, and references, prepared for the use 
of teachers and pupils in the intermediate grades (1931. 72 p . ) . 

An interesting chapter in transportation history is presented in the 
Palimpsest for April, which is devoted to the " Narrow Gauge " in 
Iowa. Mr . Ben H u r Wilson, the author, points out that the nar­
row gauge railroads were built in response to a popular demand 
" for a cheaper type of railroad, which would also be more economi­
cal in its operation and up-keep." 

M r . Douglas C. McMurt r ie has added to his studies of the be­
ginnings of printing in the various states an account of " Pioneer 
Printing in Georgia," which appears in the Georgia Historical Quar­
terly for June, and a survey of " The Pioneer Press in Montana," 
which is published in the Journalism Quarterly for June. Both are 
illustrated with facsimile reproductions of pages from early imprints. 

A brief " History of the Oklahoma Historical Society " by Thomas 
H . Doyle is published in the Chronicles of Oklahoma for June. It 
is accompanied by a picture of the building recently erected " for the 
safekeeping of the collections " of the society. 

Under the title "A Fur Trader 's Bride," an extract from the 
diary for 1859 of Robert Campbell, chief factor for the Hudson's 
Bay Company at Fort Chipewyan, appears in the Beaver for June. 
He describes the journey from Scotland to the far Northwest of his 
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bride, Elleonora C. Stirling, and her sister. The young women went 
to Montreal and then journeyed " west by rail, steamers and stage 
coaches to St. Paul, Minnesota, the then terminus of any road going 
west." From there they traveled by stage and flat boat to Fort 
Garry, and thence to Norway House, where they met Campbell. 
I t is interesting to note that one of their companions on the north­
ward trip from St. Paul was " that genial gentleman. Consul Taylor, 
on his first trip north." Eleven years later James Wickes Taylor of 
St. Paul was appointed United States consul at Winnipeg, a position 
that he held until his death in 1893. 

Dr . Charles N. Bell has drawn upon many manuscript and pic­
torial sources in his possession in the preparation of an article on the 
history of Fort Douglas, " the headquarters of the original Selkirk 
settlers," which appears in the Winnipeg Free Press for May 7. 
He carries the story from the arrival of the Selkirk settlers on the 
Red River to the destruction of Fort Douglas in the flood of 1826. 

A feature of the annual meeting of the Thunder Bay Historical 
Society, which was held at Fort William on June 14, was a joint 
conference with the Cook County Historical Society. The hope that 
such a conference will be made an annual event is expressed in the 
Cook County News-Herald of Grand Marais for June 16. Among 
the speakers at this meeting was Dr . G. E. Eakins of Port Arthur, 
who read a paper on the history of the Thunder Bay district. 

G E N E R A L M I N N E S O T A ITEMS 

As one of a series of radio programs entitled " The Parade of the 
States," the General Motors Corporation presented on June 27 a 
program devoted to Minnesota which included the following " Trib­
ute to Minnesota " by Bruce Barton: 

A tired plane and a tired young man dropped gently out of the 
darkness above Le Bourget in France. A prayer of thanksgiving 
echoed around the world. And nations rose as one to honor a new 
hero, Charles A. Lindbergh. Fitting enough this lone scout of the 
air should have been reared in Minnesota, ever a land of pioneers. 
Before Columbus was born, the hardy Norsemen may have found 
Minnesota. Centuries later came a new race of men — French trap­
pers, traders, explorers. They exchanged the white man's trinkets 
for the Indians' store of pelts. But it remained for the Puritans of 
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two continents, from New England and Scandinavia, to clear and 
plow and occupy the land. Sternly they labored. Royally the land 
repaid them. Today skyscrapers cut the air where cabins clustered 
about a trading post less than a century ago. Today automobiles 
stream down broad highways where yesterday the red man stalked 
the wary deer. Today Minnesota goes to market with bumper crops 
of wheat and corn and rye, with oats and flax and potatoes. It is 
our biggest bread basket, our richest butter churn. Ore from its 
wide-spread iron mines feeds the steel mills of the nation. Its for­
ests yield lumber for the houses we build, the chairs we sit on, the 
books we read. It boasts our largest inland port. The vast streams 
of power of Minnesota's miles of rushing waterways quicken great 
and worthy industries in the " Twin Cities" — Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul — in Duluth and Faribault, in a score of prospering 
cities. And Minnesota's children have done her signal honor. Sin­
clair Lewis has brought to America a coveted Nobel prize. The 
stirring harmonies of St. Olaf's Choir have roused the music lovers 
of two continents. The nation's critics pay tribute to Minneapolis' 
Symphony Orchestra. T w o young surgeons, the dauntless brothers 
Mayo, pitched their practice in Minnesota, and the world has made 
a beaten track to their door. And nowhere in America is there more 
natural beauty than in this Land of the Sky Blue Water . Here are 
ten thousand lakes, great sheets of water plowed by seagoing boats, 
quiet pools where the brown bear brings her cubs to drink. Here 
are miles of rolling, dipping, curving prairie. Here are tumbled 
hills, unbroken woodlands, the falls of Minnehaha, laughing maiden 
of the forest. Come to Minnesota, of the sky-tinted waters. Come 
in the springtime to pluck pink moccasin, that rare and lovely orchid 
Minnesota calls her own. Come in the summer to match your wits 
in combat with a wise old trout. Come in the autumn when the deer 
is fleet, in the winter with your skis and snowshoes. Here you can 
trace the mighty Mississippi to the pool of its birth, here follow the 
course of rivers that flow east into the Atlantic, south to the Gulf, 
north into Hudson Bay. Minnesota, star of past performance, Min­
nesota, star of future promise. General Motors salutes you. Star of 
the North! 

T w o recently published textbooks to be used in teaching Minne­
sota history in the lower grades are Adventures in Minnesota History 
by Robert J . Mayo (1931. 277 p.) and Gopher Tales by Antoinette 
E. Ford (1932. 192 p . ) . The first is accompanied by a series of 
Study Directions and Comprehension Tests (66 p.) ; with the second 
is a pamphlet entitled Work and Play with Gopher Tales (32 p . ) . 
Reviews of these volumes will appear in an early number of M I N ­
NESOTA HISTORY. 
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" T h e Early History of Sandy L a k e " is outlined by Irving H . 
Har t in a series of articles, the first of which appears in the McGregor 
Pilot Review for June 9. T h e writer points out the importance 
of Sandy Lake during the period of the fur trade as a " link in the 
shortest and most practicable route of transportation " between the 
Great Lakes and the upper Mississippi; he describes the Savanna 
Portage near the lake and gives examples of its use by traders; and 
he tells of the Chippewa Indians of the region. It will be recalled 
that Mr . Har t has contributed a number of articles on the history 
of the Sandy Lake district to M I N N E S O T A HISTORY (see ante, 7: 
311-325, 8:117-139, 9 :319-330) ; 

The history of the " First Sioux Mission," that established by 
Fathers Michel Guignas and Nicholas de Gonnor at Fort Beau­
harnois on Lake Pepin in 1727, is reviewed by Nancy Ring in the 
April number of Mid-America. The writer quotes numerous docu­
ments relating to the history of the mission and the adventures of 
the missionaries, among them part of the letter of Father Guignas 
which is published in translation, ante. 6:364—369. Attention is 
called to the erection by the Goodhue County Historical Society of 
a bronze marker at Frontenac near the site of the post and the mis­
sion on the tv/o-hundredth anniversary of their founding. 

The story of a little-known Catholic mission in Minnesota is re­
lated by Sister Grace McDonald in an article about " Canon Vi­
valdi's Missionary Activities," which appears in the April issue of 
the Iowa Catholic Historical Review. She tells of the work among 
the Winnebago at Long Prairie in the early fifties of an Italian 
priest who was induced to enter the mission field by Bishop Joseph 
Cretin of St. Paul. Considerable attention also is given to the 
school established at his suggestion among the Winnebago at Long 
Prairie by the sisters of St. Joseph. Passages from a number of let­
ters written by Vivaldi during his residence in Minnesota are quoted; 
of special interest is one written in 1852 and published in the An­
nalen der Verbreitung des Glaubens. In this he describes the " small 
wooden h u t " that he built and used for a church, and he relates 
that " During the first four months I baptized more than fifty small 
children who were brought to me by their pagan parents. Some­
what later I admitted the young boys and girls of mixed Indian and 
French blood." 
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A picture of a marker recently placed by the Minnesota Historical 
Society and the Minnesota highway department on a highway near 
the Sherburne County farm of Oliver H . Kelley, the founder of the 
Grange, appears in the National Grange Monthly for April. The 
marker bears the following inscription: " Oliver H . Kelley Home: 
Kelley's idea of a national society for the social and economic bet­
terment of the farmer led to the founding of the Order of Patrons 
of Husbandry at Washington, December 4, 1867. As first secretary 
of the National Grange, Kelley maintained the headquarters of the 
order on this farm until 1870." In the June issue of the Monthly, 
under the title " Turning Back the Pages of History in Minnesota," 
the beginnings of Grange activity in Kelley's home state are de­
scribed in some detail. A picture of the Kelley home at Elk River, 
the " cradle of the Grange," appears with the article. 

An account of " The Pioneers at Lake Hendricks" by Gustav 
O . Sandro and C. N . Tr^ien, published in the 1932 yearbook of 
Tr^nderlaget, contains much material about Norwegian pioneers in 
southwestern Minnesota. 

An illustrated historical account of the Norwegian settlement at 
New Richland and of the Le Sueur River Evangelical Lutheran 
Church appears in the 1932 yearbook of Numedal, Kongsberg og 
omegn lag. 

The history of old Fort Ripley on the upper Mississippi is re­
viewed by Irving A. Caswell in an article in the Little Falls Daily 
Transcript for June 29, which calls attention to the opening of the 
Minnesota National Guard training center on the site of the fort 
(see ante, p. 202) . He also describes the traffic over the most east­
ern of the Red River trails, which followed the Mississippi to Crow 
Wing, near the fort site. 

The Birch Cooley monument controversy, which is discussed in 
some detail by Robert K. Boyd, ante, 12: 297-301, draws the atten­
tion of Mr . George G. AUanson of Wheaton, a grandson of Joseph 
R. Brown, in the April issue of the Southern Minnesotan. 

The rise and decline of some of " Minnesota's Ghost Towns " are 
described by Willis M . Kimball in a feature article published in the 
Minneapolis Journal for May 29. According to this writer " t h e 
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lumber industry has been responsible for more of Minnesota's ghost 
cities than any other agency," though he also deals with communities 
that owed their brief existences to gold rushes and to land speculation. 
He neglects altogether the fact that the building of a railroad some 
miles from a town site spelled doom for many a promising com­
munity. Most of the villages described by Mr . Kimball were located 
in northern Minnesota. 

The meeting of the Saturday Lunch Club of Minneapolis on May 
16, 1931, was devoted to a "memorial service" in honor of the late 
Professor Willis M . West. The program included addresses about 
Professor West's career as a teacher and historian by Dr . Lotus D . 
Coffman, Mrs . Arthur Brin, Professor Albert W . Rankin, Pro­
fessor Norman Wilde, Mr . Benjamin Drake, and others. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A " Washington Bicentennial Pageant" was presented at Anoka 
on June 15, 16, and 17 in connection with the celebration of the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the county. A feature 
of the celebration was the exhibition in local store windows of ob­
jects illustrative of pioneer life in the community—costumes, farm­
ing implements, household utensils, firearms, books, newspapers, and 
the like. Detailed descriptions of these exhibits appear in the Anoka 
Herald for June 21 and the Anoka County Union for June 22. 

The history of the Trinity Lutheran Church of Johnson in Big 

Stone County, which celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its found­

ing in 1882 on July 3, is briefly outlined in the Graceville Enter­

prise for June 23. 

About a hundred people attended a dinner given at Mankato on 
statehood day. May 11, by the Blue Earth County Historical Society 
in honor of Judge Thomas Hughes. The principal address was 
given by Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent of the Minnesota His­
torical Society, on " Pioneer Trai ts ." Drawing his illustrations from 
Minnesota in the period of the winning of statehood, he pictured the 
pioneers as young, optimistic, self-dependent, capable of audacity, with 
a talent for organization and ah inherent respect for traditional forms 
even when breaking new ground, having a Puritan code of conduct, 
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vigorous and hard-working in meeting the manifold problems of the 

frontier. He paid tribute to Judge Hughes as a pioneer of culture 

and called attention especially to his work in writing the history of 

the Welsh in Minnesota, of Blue Earth County, of steamboating 

on the Minnesota River, and of old Traverse des Sioux. In his 

response Judge Hughes described his successive ventures in histori­

cal research, which, he said, had their roots in a deep and permanent 

interest in history. 

An "historical presentation of the original organization meeting" 
of the Chatfield Presbyterian Church was given by the pupils of its 
Sunday school in connection with the celebration on June 19 of 
its seventy-fifth anniversary. A detailed history of the church, which 
was organized on June 21, 1857, with seven charter members, ap­
pears in the Chatfield News for June 16. 

An interesting method of gathering historical material is revealed 
by an anonymous writer for the Mabel Record, who contributes to 
that paper for May 27 a history of the local schools. " It is not 
complete," he writes, " but the ground covered may be indicated 
somewhat by the fact that for each decade since 1850 there is some 
one residing at Mabel who can recall his or her school days for that 
decade, and the Record has interviewed some one for each decade." 
For example, some recollections of M r . Ed Harkness, whose family 
emigrated from Vermont in 1856 and who recalls the building of the 
little red school house that served the children of some of the ear­
liest settlers of the locality, are presented. By combining a number 
of such reminiscent accounts, the writer traces the story of the Mabel 
schools to 1917, when a number of districts combined to form a con­
solidated school district. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening of traffic over the 
Duluth, St. Cloud, Glencoe and Mankato Railroad, better known 
as the Alphabet Road, was celebrated at Freeborn on May 19. 
Among the speakers were Mr . Fremont Snyder, who told how Free­
born County was gradually invaded by the railroad; Mr . H . A. 
Barch, who described the platting of the village of Freeborn by his 
grandfather, E. S. Dunn ; M r . George Lattin, who presented a his­
tory of the local post office; and the Reverend William E. Thompson, 
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who read items culled from local newspaper files relating to the his­
tory of the railroad. Sketches of the history of the Alphabet Road 
appear in the Albert Lea Evening Tribune for May 21 and in the 
Alden Advance for May 26. 

The beginnings of Congregationalism in Freeborn County and the 
organization of pioneer churches at Freeborn and Albert Lea are de­
scribed in the Alden Advance for June 2. The article tells particu­
larly of the activities of the Reverend S. J . Drew, a pioneer pastor 
at Albert Lea in the early seventies who preached also at Freeborn. 

A detailed history, by the Reverend William C. Bimson, of St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church of Willmar, which celebrated its sixtieth 
anniversary on May 28 and 29, appears in the Willmar Journal for 
June 3. 

Judge J. E. Haycraft describes his first impression of Fairmont, 
which was obtained forty years ago from the top of a box car, in an 
article published in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for June 15. He 
tells of the journey from his father's farm near Madelia to Fair­
mont, where he went in June, 1892, to attend an encampment of the 
Sons of Veterans, and he describes the Grand Army of the Republic 
encampment that was being held at the same time. 

About five thousand people attended a " Northwest Mart in County 
Golden Jubilee " at Cedar Lake on June 29. Among the speakers 
were M r . Albert Hoevet, who presented an " Old Settlers His­
to ry" ; the Reverend H . W . Neunaber, who described the histories 
of the various churches of the vicinity and outlined the general his­
tory of the region; and M r . C. L. Blanchar, who reviewed the history 
of the local schools. The papers prepared by the Reverend Mr . 
Neunaber appear in the issues of the Triumph-Monterey Progress for 
June 30 and July 7. 

A brief historical sketch of Martin County before 1850 compiled 
by Allen L. Moore has been published by the Martin County His­
torical Society (1932. 27 p . ) . Naturally it deals for the most part 
with the Indians of southern Minnesota and with exploration. It 
includes sections on the geology of Minnesota, the explorations of 
Le Sueur, the Sioux Indians, the county as depicited on Nicollet's 
map, and the county during the territorial period. 
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The Olmsted County Historical Society cooperated with the Roch­
ester Methodist Episcopal Church when the latter organization cele­
brated its seventy-fifth anniversary on May 14 and 15. T h e history 
of the church was reviewed by Mr . Burt W . Eaton, the president of 
the historical society, who also arranged an exhibit of photographs 
of pioneer residents of Rochester and early members of the church. 
M r . Eaton's paper is outlined and a list of the photographs that he 
collected is printed in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for May 16. In 
the same issue are two papers on the early history of the church 
that were furnished by the historical society. In one, prepared in 
1896 by Mrs . Maria H . Emerick, the work of the women for the 
church during its early years is reviewed; in the other, written in 
1912 by J. S. Woodward, a pioneer of 1857, experiences as an early 
member of the church are recalled. 

More than five thousand people attended the annual meeting of 
the Otter Tail County Historical Society, which was held on May 
17 at Pelican Rapids to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
arrival of the railroad at that place. Among the speakers were M r . 
E. F . Flynn of St. Paul, who reviewed the history of the Great 
Northern Railroad in the vicinity; and M r . S. H . Ongstad, who 
presented reminiscences of pioneer days in the county. 

Plans are under way for issuing a new edition of Old Clitherall's 
Story Book: A History of the First Settlement in Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota, by Hallie M . Gould, which was published at Battle Lake 
more than a decade ago (see ante, 7 : 9 4 ) . Before the pamphlet can 
be printed, however, orders for 130 copies at fifty cents each must be 
in the hands of Miss Alta Kimber of Battle Lake. 

A detailed " History of the Redwood Falls Fire Department" 
from 1885 to the present, compiled by R. F . Byram and H . V. Starr 
from manuscript records, appears in the Redwood County Sun for 
June 10. 

The early history of Carleton College under the presidency of 
James W . Strong was the topic for discussion at a meeting of the 
Rice County Historical Society held at Northfield on May 23. Pro­
fessor C. A. Duniway of Carleton College sketched the career of the 
first president of the college and presented a picture of the conditions 
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under which he worked from 1870 to 1903. Other speakers, in­
cluding Mrs . C. H . Wellman, Miss Isabella Watson, and Dr. C. A. 
Culver, gave reminiscent talks about early days at Carleton College. 
An exhibit of papers and documents relating to the history of the 
college was arranged by Professor Duniway. 

About three thousand people attended a celebration held at War­
road on June 18 and 19 under the sponsorship of the Roseau County 
Historical Society and the local old settlers' association in commemo­
ration of the bicentennial of the arrival of La Verendrye, the French 
explorer and the first white man to visit the Lake of the Woods 
region. Among the speakers were Father d'Eschambault, secretary 
of the St. Boniface Historical Society, who reviewed the history of 
French exploration in the Lake of the Woods country; and M r . Wil­
loughby M . Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota His­
torical Society, who estimated the importance of the fur-traders and 
the posts that they established in the development of the frontier. 
Other features of the celebration were the presentation of a pageant 
depicting La Verendrye's visit to the Lake of the Woods; the dedi­
cation of a bronze marker on the site of the American Fur Com­
pany post that existed at Warroad in the early nineteenth century; 
and a steamboat excursion to the site of Fort St. Charles, La Veren­
drye's post on the Lake of the Woods. 

A bronze marker calling attention to the first school house in 
Roseau County was placed on the school in question and dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies by the Roseau County Historical So­
ciety on May 29. The marker bears the following inscription: 
" School District No. 27. First School District and School Building 
in Roseau County. Organized January 9, 1889. First School 
Board: John Marshall, John Norquist, and Andrew Danielson. 
First Teacher: Frank Irish." An account of the dedication cere­
monies, at which M r . Eddy E. Billberg, president of the society, 
presided, and a brief history of the school appear in the Roseau 
Times-Region for June 2. 

Students of St. John's University at Collegeville are attempting, 
under the direction of Professor Garland Taylor, to trace the route 
of the Red River trail through Stearns County, according to an an­
nouncement in the St. Cloud Daily Times of May 16. 
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The history of the First National Bank of Verndale, which was 
founded by Isaac Hazlett in 1882 and which celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary on May 2, is outlined in the Verndale Sun for April 21 . 

" T h e Life History of a Canby Pioneer — C. G. Nelson" is re­
lated by his granddaughter, Arvilla Nelson Thompson, and published 
in the Canby News for April 29. She tells particularly of the years 
that Nelson spent on a farm in Oshkosh Township following his 
arrival at that place in 1878. 

The story of Minneapolis' first fire department, a volunteer or­
ganization started in 1868 and continued to 1879, when the "city 
was forced to keep pace with its development by the organization of 
a paid fire department," is related by Harry Remington in an il­
lustrated feature article published in the Minneapolis Tribune for 
June 5. The narrative is based on the manuscript journal of W . M . 
Brackett, formerly chief engineer of the volunteer fire department. 
The writer quotes Brackett's accounts of the organization of the 
department, of its members, officers, and meetings, and of the diffi­
culties encountered in fighting the fires following the great mill ex­
plosion of 1879. Brackett's journal now is owned by M r . Joseph 
Scallan of Minneapolis, president of the Veteran Volunteer Firemen's 
Association. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Richfield Methodist Church 
of Minneapolis was celebrated with special services by members of 
the congregation from April 10 to 17. The anniversary program in­
cluded a history of the church prepared by Mrs . George Towler. 
An account of the past of this church is combined with some ma­
terial about the Richfield Baptist Church, which celebrated its sev­
enty-fifth anniversary in May, in the Minneapolis Journal for April 3. 

The passing of seventy-five years since St. Paul's Church on the 
Hill, the second Episcopal parish to be organized in St. Paul, was 
founded was celebrated by members of the congregation during the 
week of April 3. The history of the church is the subject of a fea­
ture article by Lawrence Boardman, which appears in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for April 3. 
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