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Mausical Herald for September. She lists the artists who have ap-
peared before it and describes its various activities, particularly in
the field of musical education.

The story of Minnesota’s state flag, which was created in con-
nection with the state’s preparation for an exhibit at the Chicago
world’s fair of 1893, is reviewed by Pearle M. Lindsley in the
August issue of Minneapolis. The writer relates that more than
two hundred designs were submitted in a competition, and that the
pattern created by Mrs. Amelia H. Center of Minneapolis was
chosen.

A banquet at the Lafayette Hotel on Lake Minnetonka that
marked Minnesota’s part in the ceremonies connected with the com-
pletion of the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1883 is the subject of
an article by E. L. Roney in the magazine section of the §t. Paul
Daily News for June 26. Some of the distinguished visitors among
the six hundred guests, including President Chester A. Arthur and
Henry Villard, president of the railroad, are listed. The account
seems to be based on an interview with Mr. George N. Hillman
of St. Paul, who attended the banquet and went west with Villard
as his stenographer.

The closing days of the Civil War and the long months of wait-
ing for a muster out that followed for Union soldiers stationed in
the South are vividly pictured in a series of letters written by Wil-
liam A. Smith of Company M, First Regiment, Minnesota Heavy
Artillery, which are published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal
from August 23 to September 1. Smith, who resided at Cleveland
in Le Sueur County, enlisted on February 18, 1865; the first of his
letters, which are written to his wife, is dated at Fort Snelling on
February 27. His regiment was shortly ordered to Chattanooga,
Tennessee, where it remained throughout the war and for some
months thereafter. There, on April 6, he wrote: ‘I believe the
war is about to close. We got the news the same day at noon that
Richmond was taken. We had a good time in Chattanooga that same
day. We fired 26 salutes in our battery. . . . The big guns bel-
lowed that evening for five minutes, so that we could not hear or
see for smoke.” The last letter in the series is dated August 24;
Smith was mustered out on September 27. The collection is owned
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by Mris. J. F. Traub of Henning, who is said to have found them
‘““on the highway between Otter Tail and Perham about three years
ago.” She plans, according to the Journal, to turn them over to
the Otter Tail County Historical Society.

That Minnesota won a “ reputation in the early days as a health
resort ”’ is brought out in an article prepared by the Minnesota Pub-
lic Health Association to promote the sale of 1932 Christmas Seals
in the state. According to this account, “with the 26th annual
Christmas Seal sale . . . pioneers are recalling how the dread disease
of tuberculosis indirectly benefited the state. . . . Distinguished sol-
diers, statesmen, editors, and physicians came to the upper Missis-
sippi for their health, remaining to leave an imperishable impress on
our history.”

An interesting little note about the visit to the Minnesota coun-
try of Mrs. Alexander Hamilton is printed in the September issue
of Tepics in 10 Point, a trade magazine issued by the Lund Press
of Minneapolis. It reads in part:

On the morning of the 26th of June, 1838, the steamer Burling-
ton arrived, for the third time since the opening of navigation, at
the mouth of the Minnesota with about 150 soldiers for Fort Snelling
and a few tourists.

Among these was a venerable woman who was the daughter of
one of the most distinguished men in New York. During the win-
ter of 1780 she was with her father, who was General Philip Schuy-
ler, at Washington’s headquarters, Morristown, N. J., and there
she charmed, and at the age of 22, married Washington’s favorite
aide and military secretary, the then young Alexander Hamilton.

She came west in 1838 to visit her son, who was engaged in min-
ing explorations in Wisconsin,

A sketch of the late Maximilian Ernst Robert Toltz, a St. Paul

engineer who gained national prominence, has been published by the
American Society of Civil Engineers as number 236 of its Memoirs

(1932. 4p.).
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The little county of Manomin, composed of eighteen sections of
land and now constituting Fridley Township in Anoka County, is
described by Merle Potter as “ Major Fridley’s Kingdom” in a
feature article published in the magazine section of the Minneapolis
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Journal for September 4. The writer tells particularly of the threats
of secession that came from the county in December, 1860, and he
quotes extensively the ‘“latest news from the north” received by
“pony express” and published in the Falls Evening News of St.
Anthony. The activities of Major Abram M. Fridley as Indian
agent at Long Prairie and as “king” of Manomin County from
1857 to 1870 are described in some detail.

The “ History of the Building of Anoka County’s Court House
in the Seventies” is set forth by Irving A. Caswell in the Anoka
County Union for July 6. He tells of the arrangements for the
erection of the courthouse that were made in 1877, of the appoint-
ment of a building board, of negotiations with architects, and of the
completion of the structure in 1878.

A brief history of Foley, with some information about Benton
County, appears in the Foley Independent for August 24. The his-
tory of the Independent, which was established in 1899 by DeLacey
Wood, is the subject of another article in this issue.

An Indian collection of about fourteen hundred objects assembled
by Mr. Frank O. Swain of Lake Crystal has been purchased by the
Blue Earth County Historical Society, according to an announce-
ment in the Mankato Free Press for July 9. The society has re-

cently opened to the public its museum in Sibley State Park near
Mankato.

The manuscript population schedules of the federal census in the
possession of the Minnesota Historical Society have been employed
in an unusual way by Mr. Fred Johnson of New Ulm. With a
list of names of persons living in Brown County in 1860 as they ap-
pear in the census of that year as a guide, Mr. Johnson has suc-
ceeded in obtaining from members or descendants of the families of
these individuals more than five thousand portraits of Brown County
pioneers.

A history of the Evangelical Emmanuel Lutheran Church of
Hamburg, which was established by German settlers in Carver
County in 1857, appears in the Norwood Times for August 19.
Members of the congregation celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the church on August 21.
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A parade in which the “Story of Barnesville” was reviewed was
the feature of a celebration held to mark the community’s sixtieth
anniversary on September 5. A special ‘“ Jubilee Edition” of the
Barnesville Record-Review, issued on September 1, includes a sur-
vey of the history of the town, historical sketches of some local
churches, reminiscences of early settlers, an account of the influence
of the railroad on the development of the community, and a history of
the local schools.

“In 1857, Nininger and Hastings were Rivals” is the title under
which Mr, Dudley S. Brainard's article on Nininger, which ap-
peared in the June issue of MINNEsoTa HisToORY, is reprinted in the
Hastings Gazette for July 29. This issue of the Gazette is an an-
niversary number, calling attention to the passing of seventy-five
years since the paper was established in Hastings by Columbus Steb-
bins as the Independent. The interesting heading used on the first
issue of the Independent and some of the articles and editorials pub-
lished therein are reprinted in the Gazette. The paper had an am-
bitious program in 1857, for it described itself as “a family journal
devoted to territorial interests, politics, education, news, commerce,
literature, poetry, agriculture and amusement.”

In the first number of volume 76 of the Mantorville Express,
published on August 25, the claim is made that ““ there are only two
papers in Minnesota today that were established prior to the estab-
lishment of the Express” — the St. Paul Pioneer Press and the Wi-
nona Republican-Herald. Some information about the founding
of the Express and a list of its publishers during seventy-five years
are included in the “ Diamond Anniversary ” issue.

An addition to the growing number of local historical societies
in Minnesota is the Chatfield Historical Society, which was organ-
ized on August 19. The following officers were elected: Mr. G. A.
Haven, president; Mrs. G. R. Thompson, first vice president; Mr.
L. M. Thurber, second vice president ; Mrs. P. H. Laivell, secretary;
Miss Ruth Shimer, treasurer. The constitution adopted by the new
society is printed in the Chatfield News for September 1.

Members of the congregation of the Root River Church of the
Brethern at Prairie Queen in Fillmore County celebrated the seventy-
sixth anniversary of the founding of their church on July 17. Talks
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dealing with the history of the church during various periods from
1856 to 1932 were given by David Ogg, Harvey Fishbaugher, Amy
Owen, and John W. Broadwater, A history of the church pub-
lished in the Preston Republican for July 14 reveals the interesting
fact that it was established by a group of Dunkards of German an-
cestry who emigrated from Maryland in 1855.

Installments of a detailed ““ History of Methodism in Freeborn
County ” by an anonymous writer have been appearing in the Alden
Advance since August 25. Credit is given to the Reverend Syl-
vester N. Phelps for * preaching the first Gospel sermon within the
borders of what is now Freeborn County.” This event took place
on August 31, 1856, at the home of Rufus K. Crum in Moscow
Township. The organization of churches in communities through-
out the county is described, the writer using the minutes of the local
Methodist conference as his source of information.

A memorial marker unveiled with appropriate ceremonies at Free-
born on July 31 bears the following inscription: ‘‘ In memory of Rev.
Wilbur Fisk, soldier, farmer, preacher. Called as pastor of the Con-
gregational Church at Freeborn, Minn., May 16, 1875. Ordained
and installed, June 13, 1876. Retired from the active ministry
Sept. 12, 1909.” A sketch of Fisk appears in the Evening Tribune
of Albert Lea for August 1.

The first page of the initial number of the Red Wing Republican,
which was issued on September 4, 1857, is reproduced in facsimile in
a “ Diamond Jubilee Edition " of the paper published on September 7.
A leading article in the issue relates ““ The Story of the Founding of
the Republican” by Lucius F. Hubbard and makes the claim that
the paper “is today the oldest paper in the state continuing under its
original name.” Sketches of the “ Editors of the Republic” reveal
the fact that they included such prominent Minnesotans as Colonel
William Colvill and Tams Bixby. Among other articles in the
edition are a brief history of Red Wing and an account of the dairy
industry in Goodhue County.

“The First Roads in Vasa Township” was the subject of a talk
presented by Mr. E. C. Pearson at a joint meeting of the Goodhue

County Historical Society and the Vasa Community Club held at
Vasa on July 15.
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A private museum on the farm of Mr. William J. Langen near
Hokah is described in the Caledonia Journal for September 14. Mr.
Langen has built a log cabin to house his collection of antiques, many
of which illustrate pioneer life in his community.

‘The Isanti County old settlers, 4-H clubs, and rural schaols spon-
sored an historical pageant presented at Cambridge on August 29
and 30. The performance was divided into episodes, three of which
dealt with “Indian Days,” ‘ Pioneer Days,” and “ Social Life in
Pioneer Days.” Scenes depicting the arrival of Father Hennepin,
the organization of the county, the early logging industry, the first
school, and the bucket brigade were included.

A feature of the sixth annual observance of the Monson Lake
Memorial Association, which was held at Sunburg on August 21,
was an historic tour from Willmar to Monson Lake. Along the
route of the tour forty-six sites were indicated by numerical stand-
ards; the significance of the spots marked was explained on a key
sheet issued to all who made the tour. For example, number 4 was
on the “boundary line between Monongalia and original Kandiyohi
counties— 1858 to 1870’ ; number 33 called attention to a view of
“the ‘Isle of Refuge’ where forty-two refugees found safety three
days and nights before making their flight after the massacre’” ; and
number 45 marked “Vikér church, organized in 1871 and the
churchyard containing the “state monument erected over the grave
of Guri Endreson, the heroine of Kandiychi History.” The pro-
gram at Sunburg, which commemorated the part played in the Sioux
War by the pioneer settlers of Monson Lake, included addresses by
the Reverend J. A. O. Stub of Minneapolis, Dr. Alfred Bergin of
Lindsborg, Kansas, and Senator Henrik Shipstead. A visit to some
historic spots in the vicinity of Monson Lake was made under the
direction of the Honorable Victor E. Lawson of Willmar.

The history of St. Wenceslaus Parish of New Prague, which cele-
brated its seventy-fifth anniversary on September 28, is presented in
some detail by Win V. Working in the New Prague Times for Sep-
tember 22. Mouch information about the Bohemian settlers who
established New Prague is woven into this story of their church.

Some reminiscences recorded in 1915 by the late O. C. Gregg, who
settled in Lynd Township, Lyon County, in 1870, are published in
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the Minneota Mascot for September 2. The writer is described as
a ““pioneer in improved agricultural methods, and . . . a leader
throughout the Northwest in the launching of farmers’ institutes.”
He tells of the conditions under which the pioneers lived, and he
gives a vivid picture of a blizzard in which he was caught in 1872.
He relates that with other settlers he sought shelter in a little hotel
in Lower Lynd, and that every now and then during the three days
that the storm lasted ‘‘ the door would be pushed open and some other
one who had been caught in the storm would come into the room
very much as I conceive one does who is thrown upon the shore of
the ocean by the surf.”

An unusual historical celebration was the ‘“ Martin County Dia-
mond Jubilee,” which opened on June 26 and reached its climax in a
pageant presented at Fairmont on July 2, 3, and 4. The earlier days
of the celebration were devoted to local historical programs in the
various townships and villages of the county. For example, meetings
held at Tenhassen and Lake Belt on the opening day of the jubilee,
were marked by reminiscent talks by Mr. Arthur M. Nelson and
Mr. E. R. Flygare and by the presentation of church and school his-
tories. Another feature of the celebration was a parade at Fairmont
on July 4 in which many of the floats pictured phases of pioneer life.
Among those that received prizes or honorable mention were replicas
of a log cabin, a sod shanty, old Fort Fairmont, and a pioneer black-
smith shop. Many of the papers and talks presented in connection
with local meetings are published in the issues of the Fairmont Daily
Sentinel from June 25 to July 5. A list of 521 pioneers who have
lived in Martin County for fifty years or more, with the dates of
their arrival and their places of residence, and a page of portraits of
“Early Day Leaders of Martin County” appear in the Sentinel for
June 25.

A successful meeting of the Martin County Historical Society was
held at Tenhassen on August 28. Judge Julius E. Haycraft spoke
on the county boundaries; Mr. Arthur M. Nelson reviewed the early
history of Tenhassen, illustrating his talk with a map of the township
on which the original and present owners of the land were indicated ;
and the Reverend E. H. T. Walther described the immigration of
the eighties that gave to Tenhassen the characteristics of a German
settlement.
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The issue of the Mille Lacs County Times of Milaca for Sep-
tember 15 is a “ Diamond Jubilee Edition” published to commemo-
rate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the organization of the county.
Two sections of the paper are devoted largely to historical articles
and pictures. In addition to a history of the county, there are
sketches of the Milaca school district, of the villages of Princeton and
Milaca, of Milaca Township, and of the Mille Lacs Indian reserva-
tion. Much attention is given to the lumber industry, which was
of prime importance in the early development of the county. Pic-
tures of a planing mill and a sawmill at Milaca, of the Milaca dam,
and of a logging crew at work illustrate this subject.

The history of the Austin Congregational Church, which cele-
brated its seventy-fifty anniversary on July 8, 9, and 10, is reviewed
in some detail by Mrs. J. N. Nicholsen in the Austin Daily Herald
for July 13. The account is accompanied by some interesting early
views of the church and of Austin. The fifteen charter members of
the congregation are named in a brief note about the church by Nina
Bascomb Reilly, which appears in the Herald for July 5.

A sketch of the history of the Ada Congregational Church, which
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on September 23, appears in the
Norman County Index for September 29. The church was founded
in 1882 by the Reverend John A. Wells.

A “Golden Jubilee Homecoming” commemorating the fiftieth
anniversary of the incorporation of the city was celebrated at Fergus
Falls on June 28 and 29. Parades with floats of historic interest,
a reunion of former students and teachers of the local schools, and
addresses were features of the celebration. Among the speakers who
chose subjects relating to the history of the community were Mr.
N. F. Field, who outlined the history of Fergus Falls; Mr. Elmer
E. Adams, who spoke on the *“ County’s Development ”’; and Judge
C. L. Hilton of the Minnesota Supreme Court, who presented his
recollections of the Fergus Falls school, which he attended from 1879
to 1884. Judge Hilton’s address appears in the Fergus Falls Daily
Journal for June 28, and Mr. Field’s talk is published in instalments
in the same paper from June 29 to July 5. The issue of the Journal
for June 28 is 2 ““ Golden Jubilee” edition. It includes articles on
the locating and naming of the town site of Fergus Falls by Joe
Whitford in the winter of 1856-57; on the founding of the village;
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on the history of the Journal, which was founded in 1873 by A. J.
Underwood; and on the first school in the village. In addition a
number of reminiscent accounts appear. The illustrations, which
show many early scenes, buildings, and settlers of Fergus Falls, are
worthy of special note. A Souvenir Program issued in connection
with the celebration includes a short history of Fergus Falls (28 p.).

Judge Julius E. Haycraft of Fairmont told of the work of the
Martin County Historical Society before a well-attended meeting at
Glenwood on July 24, when plans were made for the organization of
a Pope County historical society (see ante, p. 120).

Sketches of many of the pioneers who settled the township of
Swede’s Forest in Redwood County in the late sixties are included in
an account of the “Early History of Swedes Forest” by Helge O.
Knutson and Andrew A. Davidson, published in the Belview Inde-
pendent for September 9. As a background for the narrative, some
incidents connected with the exploration and history of Redwood
County and the upper Minnesota Valley are related, and a short
account of the Sioux War is presented. Schools, churches, local
industries, and pioneer living conditions are among the subjects that
draw the attention of the authors, The article is reprinted in the
Sacred Heart News for September 15 and 22.

Renville County history is given much space in an illustrated book-
let (56 p.) published by the Olivia Times with its issue for Septem-
ber 29 as a ‘‘Sixtieth Anniversary Edition.” Pioneer life in the
county, the battle of Birch Cooley and the Sioux War, church organi-
zation, the county’s part in the World War, and the career of
Henry H. Sibley are among the subjects of articles published therein.
Brief histories of a number of Renville County cities and villages,
including Olivia, Buffalo Lake, Franklin, Morton, Bird Island, Fair-
fax, North Redwood, Danube, Renville, Sacred Heart, Hector, and
Redwood Falls are included. There is also a short account of the
history of the Times, which was founded in 1872 by Darwin S. Hall.

An historic pageant, a parade, and displays of pioneer objects in
store windows were features of a fiftieth anniversary celebration
staged at Fairfax on July 3 and 4. The pageant included scenes
showing La Framboise’s trading post, the activities of the early mis-
sionaries, and the coming of the railroad. A number of interesting
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historical articles appear in a “ Golden Jubilee Edition " of the Fair-
fax Standard, issued on June 30 to call attention to the celebration.
Among them are a “ History of Fairfax” by Mrs. E. F, Sell and
Mrs. Jake Palmer, an account of ‘“ How the Site of Fairfax Was
Chosen” by Mrs. G. A. Judd, a history of the local churches, a
review of the activities of the local women’s clubs, and an editorial on
the history of the Standard.

At a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society held at
Cotton on October 1, Mr. Arthur Lampe of Eveleth presented a
paper on “The Development of Rural Education in St. Louis
County,” Mr. John Peterson of Cotton told about “ Experiences of
the First Settlers of the Cotton District,” Mr. W. A. Newman of
Duluth spoke on “The Value of County Historical Records and
Studies,” and Mr. W. T. Jenkins of Cotton read a paper on * Home-
steading in the Cotton Region.”

Changes that have taken place in the postal service at Belle Plaine
since the first post office was established there in 1854 with Edward
Berry as postmaster are described by Win V. Working in the Belle
Plaine Herald for July 28 in one of the series of local history articles
that he prepares for that paper. Among other sketches in the same
series recently published are three in which Mr. J. E. Townsend,
publisher of the Herald, presents his recollections of early steamboat-
ing on the Minnesota River at Belle Plaine. These articles appear
in the issues for September 15, 22, and 29.

Much information about pioneer schools and education in Wabasha
County is contained in a census record for 1860 recently discovered
in the courthouse at Wabasha. The volume is the subject of an
article in the W abasha County Herald-Standard for September 15.

Members of the congregation of the Lake City Methodist Episcopal
Church celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its founding from
August 26 to 28. In the Wabasha County Leader of August 26,
Miss Jennie Baker of Lake City reviews the history of the church
and describes the work of the Reverend Chauncey Hobart in organ-
izing the first Methodist group in the community.

A brief history of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Omro Township, Yellow Medicine County, which celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary on September 4, appears in the Clarkfield Advo-
cate for September 1.
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