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of Red River Settlement.” Here McLean uses his first-hand knowl-
edge of the Canadian frontier, where he lived from 1820 to 1845, to
outline the history of the settlement and also to picture the inhabitants
and their mode of living. He was aware of the fertility of the Red
River Valley, for he remarks that “If a sure market were secured
to the colonists of Red River, they would speedily become the wealth-
iest yeomanry in the world. Their barns and granaries are always
full to overflowing; so abundant are the crops, that many of the
farmers could subsist for a period of two or even three years, without
putting a grain of seed in the ground.” MecLean devotes another
chapter to the activities of his father-in-law, the Reverend James
Evans, who was engaged as 2 Wesleyan missionary among the Indians
of the Great Lakes region. Further light is thrown on Evans’ career
by the publication in volume 28 of the Papers and Records of the
Ontario Historical Society (1932) of ten letters written by the mis-
sionary in 1838 and 1839, which have been edited by Fred Landon.
These relate to Evans’ missionary journeys on and about Lake Su-
perior.

Three of the “six plays for the microphone from the romance of
Canada series of radio broadcasts” included in a volume entitled
Henry Hudson and Other Plays by Merrill Denison deal with char-
acters and incidents in the history of the Northwest (Toronto, 1931.
183 p.). The first, “ Pierre Radisson,” pictures the explorer at the
court of Charles Il recounting his adventures in the New World ;
another tells the story of Seven Oaks and the struggle of the North-
west and Hudson’s Bay companies for supremacy in the Red River
country; the third deals with Alexander Mackenzie and his overland
journey to the Pacific. The plays were prepared for the Canadian
National Railways and were broadcast from Montreal during the
winter and spring of 1931.

GENERAL MINNEsora ITEMS

The seventy-fifth anniversary of Minnesota’s admission to the
Union will be celebrated on May 11.

A valuable and interesting History of Minneopa State Park by
Judge Thomas Hughes of Mankato has been published in pamphlet
form by the division of forestry of the Minnesota department of con-
servation (1932. 30 p.). It includes an explanation of the name,
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an account of Le Sueur’s explorations in the vicinity of the park and
of his search for copper ore, some material about the Indians of the
region, a description of the Sioux-Chippewa battle of 1860, and ac-
counts of the earliest settlers along Minneopa Creek. The story of
the “Creation of the Park” in 1906 also is related, and some
information about its administration and improvement is presented.
A sketch of the history of the * Seppman Old Stone Windmill of
South Bend,” which stands on a tract that was added to Minneopa
Park in 1931, is included in the pamphlet.

Some of the history of the area around Sandy Lake and the old
Savanna Portage is recounted in a feature article in the Minneapolis
Tribune for December 18 by Rolf Mills, who calls attention to the
proposal of the Minnesota department of conservation that this region
be set aside as a state forest. The writer mentions some of the ex-
plorers who used the well-known Savanna Portage route between
Lake Superior and the upper Mississippi and who left descriptions of
the country through which they passed, and he calls special attention
to the Schoolcraft expedition of 1832, He also tells of the retracing
of the portage route in the summer of 1926 by Professor Irving H.
Hart and Mr. William P. Ingersoll and describes the more recent
survey of the region by members of the department of conservation.
Among the illustrations that appear with the article are a view on
the West Savanna River and a map of the proposed state forest.

An interview with Mr. E. J. Pond of Shakopee, in which he pre-
sents his recollections of the battle of Shakopee, fought between the
Sioux and the Chippewa in 1858, appears in the Southern Minne-
sotan for October, In the same issue is an account of an example
of frontier justice at Lexington in Le Sueur County in 1858, when
a mob lynched C. J. Reinhardt for the supposed murder of a man
named Bordell.

Some interesting impressions of modern Minnesota by a German
novelist, Heinrich Hauser, are included in a book about travel in
America entitled Feldwege nach Chicago (Berlin, 1931. 268 p.).
The writer traveled in a Ford automobile from La Crosse to Min-
neapolis, thence to Lake Itasca, and back to the Mill City by way of
Brainerd and Mille Lacs. Like many earlier travelers in the Min-
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nesota country, Herr Hauser compares the scenery of the upper Mis-
sissippi to that of the Rhine.

A Geologic Map of the State of Minnesota has been issued by the
Minnesota Geological Survey under the direction of W. H. Em-
mons (1932). On this single large-scale map, rock formations
throughout the state are shown.

A map of Minnesota on which the events described in Mr. Merle
Potter’s 101 Best Stories of Minnesota are graphically illustrated in
color appears in the magazine section of the Minneapolis Journal for
November 20. Copies of the map are on sale in Twin City book
stores for seventy-five cents apiece.

The programs presented in the various St. Paul cemeteries in
commemoration of Memorial Day in 1932 are outlined in a booklet
issued by the Memorial Day Association of St. Paul under the title
of Heroes All! (60 p.). A valuable feature of this publication is
a list of veterans of the wars in which the United States has partici-
pated who are buried in St. Paul, at Fort Snelling, and at Acacia
Park. The arrangement is by cemeteries, the names are listed in
alphabetical order, and in the case of Civil War veterans the com-
pany and regiment in which the individual served are named.

A reproduction of a little-known portrait by Tom Woodburn of
Alexander Ramsey appears on the cover of the Recruiting News for
December 15. The magazine contains a brief sketch of Ramsey’s
career, in which special attention is called to his service as secretary
of war under President Hayes.

The history and policies of the Mayo Clinic and its relation to
the Mayo Foundation of the University of Minnesota were covered
in an address by Dr. William J. Mayo, which was delivered before
a meeting of the faculty of the clinic at Rochester on November 21.

The Dowling School for crippled children in St. Paul is included
in a list of memorials to men and women of Irish birth and descent
in the United States, which appears with an article entitled * Tow-
ers of Silence Speak” by James H. McCann in volume 30 of the
Journal of the American Irish Historical Society (1932). A brief
sketch of Michael J. Dowling accompanies the mention of the school.
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The long and interesting career of William C, Edgar as business
manager and editor of the Northwestern Miller is reviewed in that
magazine for December 7, the first issue published after the death of
the editor on December 2. Some of his other activities, such as those
connected with the editing of the Bellman and with the organization
of the Millers’ Belgian Relief movement in 1914, also are described.

LocaL History ITEMS

The naming of the Rum River is discussed by Irving A, Caswell
in the Anoka Union for December 29. He writes:

Early maps of this territory label the stream * Iskootawaboo.”
A literal translation of the words which form the compound . . .
is said to be “ warm water.”

The Chippewa language had comparatively few words. To mem-
bers of this tribe, all liquids were ‘“waboo’ — water. Whatever
gave the senses the impression of warmth or heat was “iskoota.”

Ardent spirits (whiskey and rum) furnished these simple folk by

the white traders were “hot” to their taste. Therefore rum or
whiskey was ‘‘ iskoota-waboo ”’ —a hot liquid.
The writer suggests that in naming the river the Indians probably
had reference to the fact that the waters of this shallow stream,
which ran through open country, were warm by comparison with
those of larger rivers in wooded areas. Traders, however, in trans-
lating the name, thought only of its second meaning, and called the
stream ‘“ Rum River,” Dr., Warren Upham, discussing the name
of this stream in his Minnesota Geographic Names (p. 348), states
that “it was indirectly derived from the Sioux,” whose name for
Mille Lacs, ‘“ Mde Wakan, translated Spirit Lake,” was applied to
the river, but “changed by the white men to the most common
spirituous liquor brought into the Northwest, rum.” Nicollet’s map
of 1843, Dr. Upham continues, “has ‘Iskode Wabo or Rum R.,
this name given by the Ojibways, but derived by them from the white
men’s perversion of the ancient Sioux name Wakan, being in more
exact translation ‘ Fire Water.””

The history of Edwardsville, a stagecoach station that flourished
in the late seventies on the road between Ortonville and Browns
Valley, is briefly outlined in the Ortonville Independent for October
27. ‘The station, according to this account, was established by John
P. Edwards, whose homestead included the site.
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As a result of plans made during the Moorhead session of the state
historical convention on July 15, the Clay County Historical Society
was organized at a meeting held at Moorhead on October 8. Sena-
tor G. D. McCubrey of Moorhead was elected president of the new
organization, Mr. R. E. Duddles of Ulen was named vice president,
and Mirs. 8. E. Rice of Barnesville, secretary. Sixteen corresponding
secretaries, who will represent the society in various sections of the
county, gather historical material, and enlist new members, were
elected at a meeting held on November 16.

Changes in the harbor and the shore line of Lake Superior at
Grand Marais since the early eighties are briefly described in an
article in the Cook County News-Herald for October 6. It includes
an account of the building of the piers in the harbor from native tim-
ber and notes that these are now being replaced by concrete structures.

Senator O. J. Finstad was the principal speaker at a joint meet-
ing of the Cottonwood County Historical Society and the local old
settlers’ association, which was held at Windom on October 21. A
paper on the history of Windom was read by Mrs. Mae Scarborough.
Members of the historical society elected the following officers: Mr.
H. E. Hanson, president; Mr. Isaac Bargen, vice president; and
Mirs. George Warren, secretary. After the meeting, members of
the two associations visited the museum which has been arranged by
the historical society in a room of the Windom High School.

An excellent picture of life and conditions on a Fillmore County
farm in the sixties is presented by Carroll K. Michener in a pamphlet
entitled The Lives and Times of Daniel Kinsey Michener and Ida
Lena (Blakeslee) Michener (Minneapolis, 1932. 51 p.). The
writer points out that there was in the “span of living” of the sub-
jects of her narrative ‘“all of the usual contrast that marks the be-
ginning and end of pioneering.” The farm that supplies the setting
for the sketch was acquired in 1857 by John L. Michener, who emi-
grated with his family from Indiana.

In connection with the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the First Lutheran Church of Newburg on October 2, a monu-
ment “erected to the memory of the early pioneers’ was dedicated.
Pictures of the church building erected by the congregation in 1864
and of the present structure, a brief history of the church, and a list
of pioneer members appear in the Mabel Record for October 7.



120 NEWS AND COMMENT MarcH

At the annual meeting of the Goodhue County Historical Society,
held at Red Wing on December 5, all officers of the society were
reélected (see ante, 13:118). Mr. Emil C. Pearson presented a
paper on early days in Vasa, and some reminiscences of C. W. and
J. B. Melander of Red Wing in the fifties were read by Miss Rosalie
Youngdahl.

At the annual meeting of the Jackson County Historical Society,
held at Jackson on October 7, Mr. Porter W. Ashley of Lakefield
was elected president; Mrs. T. J. Knox of Jackson, vice president;
Mr. J. S. Fiddes of Jackson, secretary; and Mrs. Mabelle E. Burn-
ham of Jackson, treasurer. ‘The annual report of the society, pre-
sented at this meeting, shows that the organization has obtained the
use of a room in the courthouse, that this room has been equipped
with a wall case, that Mrs. Knox has presented the society with a
file of the Jackson Republic for the years from 1872 to 1897, and
that every newspaper in the county is now setting aside a file of its
current issues for the local society.

Under the direction of Mr. Melvin S. Wroolie, superintendent
of schools in Lac qui Parle County, an experiment in the collecting
and recording of “ pioneer stories” by pupils in the rural schools of
the county is being made. The children have been instructed to
interview pioneers and to write essays of not more than a thousand
words about what they learn. Among the topics suggested are early
buildings, pioneer life in a given township, the story of an early school
or church, pioneer industries, and life in a pioneer home. With an
outline for the work, the pupils have been furnished with several
“ type stories ’ that may be used as models. The best essays prepared
by eighth-grade pupils in each district will be sent to the office of the
county superintendent, who hopes to preserve them in some perma-
nent form.

Members of the congregation of St. Scholastica’s Catholic Church
of Heidelberg celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its founding
on October 23. The parish was organized in 1857 by Benedictine
brothers for German and Bohemian immigrants who were settling
in this portion of Le Sueur County. A history of the parish appears
in the Montgomery Messenger for October 21.
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A history of the Hemnes Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Lyon County was presented by the secretary of the con-
gregation, Mr, Martin A. Teigland, in connection with the celebra-
tion of its sixtieth anniversary on October 9. His account, which
is based on the church records, is published in part in the Minneota
Mascot for October 14,

An interesting picture of the conditions under which pioneer chil-
dren received their schooling is presented in a letter of Mr. Frank
Buck of Greeley, Colorado, which appears in part in the Glencoe
Enterprise for October 13. The writer, an early resident of Glen-
coe, describes the first three schools built in the community —a log
structure of the fifties, 2 one-room frame building put up after the
Sioux War, and Stevens Seminary, erected in the early seventies.
The dedication of the seminary building, according to Mr. Buck,
“was one of the greatest days in the history of Glencoe.” He re-
lates that “a dance was given in the upper room the proceeds of
which were used to buy a bell which I suppose has been ringing
through all the years since it first called us to school in the fall of
1870.”

In a talk presented before Farm Bureau meetings in various parts
of Morrison County during the early fall, Mr. V. E. Kasparek
called attention to some events in the history of the county. The
speaker used photographs of Indians and of industrial scenes to il-
lustrate his talk. The text is published in the Little Falls Herald
for September 30,

An entire section of the 8t. Peter Herald for October 7 is de-
voted to articles about the history of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and
parish, which celebrated on October 9 the seventy-sixth anniversary
of their founding. A general history of the parish tells of the first
Catholic services in St. Peter, conducted in 1854 by the Reverend
Francis Vivaldi, a missionary to the Indians; of the organization of
the parish in 1856 under Bishop Joseph Cretin; of the first resident
priest, the Reverend John Zuzek, who arrived in 1865; and of the
building of the various parish churches and schools. A long article
is devoted to sketches of the priests who have served the parish; an-
other describes the activities of Father Augustin Ravoux, especially
emphasizing his visits to Traverse des Sioux. Histories of the church
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societies, the choir, and the parochial school, which is known as John
Ireland School, also are included in this issue of the Herald.

At the annual meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical So-
ciety, which was held at Fergus Falls on October 18, Senator Elmer
E. Adams gave an informal talk in which he pointed out the value
of the files of early Otter Tail County newspapers in the collection of
the Minnesota Historical Society. Reminiscent talks were given by
the Reverend E. Berlie, who has served for more than forty years
as a Lutheran pastor at Dalton; and by Mr, C. W, Kaddatz, a pio-
neer resident of Fergus Falls. Conditions among the Cass Lake
Chippewa were described by the Reverend A. W. Rosness.

“Tt is well to look back once in a while over the road that has
been traveled,” reads an editorial in the Thief River Falls Times for
October 6, “and draw from past experiences the knowledge neces-
sary to a well ordered future course.” The occasion for this com-
ment on ‘‘ The Past and the Future” was a “ Pioneer Days Fete”
held at Thief River Falls from October 12 to 15 in commemoration
of the passing of forty years since the Great Northern Railroad was
completed to that place. The celebration opened with a review of
the past in the form of floats picturing the development of the com-
munity. October 14 was Pioneers Day, and this was marked by a
meeting at the local auditorium with addresses by Mayor E. L.
Tungseth on the pioneers of Thief River Falls and by Superintendent
A. A. Dowell of the Northwest School of Agriculture on Red River
Valley pioneers and history. A number of articles of local histori-
cal interest appear in the Times of October 6. These include an
outline of the history of the city from 1879, when Frank Russell, the
first white settler, camped on Squaw Point; a note on the origin of
the name of Thief River; and some items from the initial number
of the Thief River Falls Press, issued on August 17, 1889.

“1 believe that the local historical collection should aim to sup-
plement or parallel rather than rival that of the State Historical
Society, and that the activities of the local societies should be so
coordinated as to make distinct contributions to the state,” said Mrs.
Bessie G. Frost, librarian of Carleton College, Northfield, in an
address on “The Historical Museum: Its Purpose and Content,”
presented before the annual meeting of the Rice County Historical
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Society at Faribault on October 17. The speaker pointed out that
the “Historical Museum should serve as a clearing house of his-
torical material.” Her address is published in full in the Faribault
Daily News of October 27. At the same meeting, Mr. H, H. Kirk
described ““ The Early Public Schools in Rice County.”

Four churches of the “ Morristown Methodist Larger Parish”
conducted joint services in celebration of their seventy-fifth anni-
versaries from December 11 to 18. The histories of the churches,
which are located at Morristown, Blooming Grove, and Warsaw,
are reviewed in a series of three articles in the Faribault Daily News

for December 22, 23, and 24.

Scenes and events from ““ Pioneer Days in Duluth” were drama-
tized in a series of six acts presented by students of the East Junior
High School of Duluth for members of the St. Louis County His-
torical Society, who met in the auditorium of this school on De-
cember 14. The subjects depicted were the pioneer home and the
mission school of Edmund F. Ely, 1835; “ Naming Duluth,” 1856;
the first election, 1855; the Merritt home at Oneota, 1856; the
McCormick home on Minnesota Point, 1869; and ““ Duluth Society
in 1873.” The dialogues were written by Ellen Boer, Winifred
Wilbur, and Harriet Gregory, teachers in East Junior High School;
and the various parts were played by students. FEach scene was pre-
ceded by a brief explanatory introduction, and each was played in
an appropriate setting. Some of the Chippewa music recorded by
Miss Frances Densmore was presented in connection with the pro-
gram. The St. Louis County society is to be congratulated upon the
success of this program, which gave a group of young people an
opportunity to use its resources and afforded entertainment and in-
struction for its members.

A history of the Czechs in Steele County, compiled by the late
Frantisek Kovar of Owatonna, appears in the 1933 issue of a Czeck
almanac published at Chicago under the title Amerikdn ndrondi
kalenddr. The narrative is based upon the reminiscences of pioneers
who settled in Steele County in the fifties.

The first Congregational and Presbyterian churches of Owatonna,
which are now united under the title of the Associated Churches,
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celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the two
religious organizations on October 16. Histories of the Sunday
school activities of the two denominations were presented by Miss
Alice Jefferson and Mr. H. J. Jager, and histories of the churches
were read by Mrs. Flora Moran and Mr. Paul H. Evans. The two
latter papers are published in the Owatonna Journal-Chronicle for
October 21.

A history of Trinity Lutheran Church of Long Prairie by its pas-
tor, the Reverend E. T. Heyne, appears in the Long Prairie Leader
for October 27. Members of the congregation celebrated the fiftieth
anniversary of the church on October 30.

A brief history of the First Baptist Church of Breckenridge, which
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary from November 9 to 13, appears
in the Gazette-Telegram of Breckenridge for November 9. Accord-
ing to this account “the first religious service was held in Brecken-
ridge in 1872, in a Great Northern railroad passenger coach under
direction of Jonathan E. Petit, a Baptist,” but “it was not until
1882 that a distinctly Baptist organization was formed.”

The days when Winona County farmers took their wheat to local
mills to be ground into flour are recalled in the #inona Republican-
Herald for December 10 by Paul P. Thompson in an article entitled
“ Historic Pickwick Mill, Still Busy, Stands as Monument to For-
gotten Millers of Early Days.” The writer reviews the history of
the picturesque mill near La Moille, which was built in 1854 by
Thomson Grant and which is still used as a grist mill, Numerous
other mills that were operated in Winona County between the fifties
and the eighties are described more briefly. A picture of the Pick-
wick Mill appears with the article.

An interesting contribution-to the history of fraternal organiza-
tions in Minnesota is made by Dr. E. Klaveness in a recently pub-
lished pamphlet entitled Sixty Years of Pythianism in 8t. Paul
(10 p.). ‘The account was prepared as an address presented on July
20, 1932, on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the founding
of St. Paul Lodge No. 2 of the Knights of Pythias. The first Pyth-
ian lodge in Minnesota was established at Minneapolis in 1870, six
years after the order was founded.
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