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to one of its main roots," appears in volume 4 of the Contributions 
to Canadian Economics issued by the University of Toronto (1932. 
120 p . ) . This important addition to the early history of the Cana­
dian fur trade is based on the letter books of the company for the 
years 1767 to 1776 and the Porteous Papers, both in the library of 
the Buffalo Historical Society. 

T h e independent Canadian traders who operated in the West In 
competition with the Hudson's Bay Company between 1755 and 
1775 are described as " T h e Pedlars from Quebec" by W . S. Wal ­
lace In an article appearing in the Canadian Historical Review for De­
cember. Much of the information that he sets forth Is gleaned from 
the manuscript journals of the servants of the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany. Among the traders mentioned are James Finlay, Thomas 
Corry, James Tute , Peter Pangman, and the Frobishers. Since they 
made their way into upper Canada by way of the Grand Portage, 
their operations are of special interest to Minnesotans. 

The charge frequently made against the missionaries of the seven­
teenth and eighteenth centuries that they engaged in the fur trade Is 
considered by Patrick J . Lomasney in an article entitled " The Cana­
dian Jesuits and the Fur Trade," which appears In the January issue 
of Mid-America. He attempts to refute Frontenac's accusation that 
the "Jesuits think as much of the conversion of beaver as of that of 
souls," and he presents evidence to show that like all Canadians of 
their time, the missionaries used peltries " as the current money of the 
country to procure other objects of prime necessity." 

G E N E R A L M I N N E S O T A ITEMS 

In order to promote interest in the Catholic Historical Society of 
St. Paul, which has been inactive since 1918, a well attended meeting 
was held In the Minnesota Historical Building on February 25. 
Father William Busch of St. Paul Seminary, who presided, explained 
the purposes of the meeting and suggested some of the interesting pos­
sibilities in the study of the Catholic history of Minnesota. Other 
speakers included Judge Thomas D . O'Brien, M r . Julius CoUer, I I , 
Father Thomas J . Shanahan, Mr . Joseph Mat t , Mrs . John H . 
Donahue, Mrs . Thomas D . Ryan, Father James L. Connolly, Mr . 
Cornelius Crowley, Mrs . J . W . Bishop, and Dr . Theodore C. Blegen, 



230 NEWS AND COMMENT J U N E 

superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, who pointed out 
ways in which the Catholic society could make use of the resources 
of the state society. A board of five trustees under the presidency of 
Archbishop John G. Murray of St. Paul and an editorial board 
of three members will direct the activities of the Catholic society. 
Plans are under way for enlarging Its membership, which In the past 
consisted almost entirely of members of the local Catholic clergy, 
and to enlist the interest of the laity, particularly students of history. 
The society plans also to renew the publication of Acta et Dicta, 
an annual volume of papers and other materials relating to the Catho­
lic church in the Northwest which was issued from 1907 to 1918. 
The cooperation of the Knights of Columbus has been enlisted In the 
effort to arouse interest In the Catholic Historical Society, and under 
Its auspices three addresses were presented in March and April both 
In St. Paul and in Minneapolis. Archbishop Murray spoke on 
"Catholic Interest in History," Monsignor Humphrey Moynlhan 
discussed the "Life and Work of Archbishop Ireland," and the Rev­
erend James M. Reardon described " Early Catholic Chapels In Min­
nesota." 

For Minnesotans the review of the career of John Albert Johnson 
by Solon J. Buck Is perhaps the most interesting sketch in volume 10 
of the Dictionary of American Biography, edited for the American 
Council of Learned Societies by Dumas Malone (New York, 1933). 
Dr. Buck also contributes a biography of Oliver H. Kelley, the 
founder of the Grange. Among the important figures in the early 
history of the Northwest whose careers are sketched In this volume 
are William H. Keating, the geologist and historiographer of the 
Long expedition of 1823, by John H. Frederick; Norman W. Kitt­
son, fur-trader and railroad magnate, by Clarence W. Rife; and 
Nathaniel P. Langford, the first superintendent of Yellowstone Na­
tional Park, by John F. Fulton. Accounts of a number of promi­
nent churchmen are included — Jackson Kemper, the Protestant 
Episcopal missionary bishop, by Katharine Jeanne Gallagher; James 
J. Keane, Catholic archbishop of Dubuque, whose early life was spent 
in Minnesota, by Richard J. Purcell; Isaac W. Joyce, Methodist 
Episcopal bishop, who passed the last years of his life In Minneapolis, 
by Harris E. Starr; Erik K. Johnsen, Lutheran theologian, who 
served on the faculties of two Minnesota theological seminaries, by 
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John O. Evjen; and Johan N . Kildahl, a leader in the Norwegian 
Lutheran church and president of St. Olaf College from 1899 to 
1914, by J. Magnus Rohne. The interesting career of Herschel V. 
Jones, editor of the Minneapolis Journal and book collector, is re­
viewed by Frank K. Wal t e r ; Harold L. Van Doren contributes a 
sketch of Robert Koehler, director of the Minneapolis School of Fine 
Arts from 1892 to 1913; Richard W . Johnson, who served at Fort 
Snelling when it was a frontier post and who later became professor 
of military science at the University of Minnesota, Is the subject of 
a sketch by Charles D . Rhodes. Of considerable Minnesota interest 
also are biographies of Harry Pratt Judson, who served as professor 
of history In the University of Minnesota for seven years before he 
went to the University of Chicago, by Andrew C. McLaughlin; of 
Walter C. Kerr, engineer, who was born and raised at St. Peter, by 
Albert W . Smith; and of John Jay Knox, financier, who was a 
banker at St. Paul from 1857 to 1862, by Harold G. Villard. 

Fort Snelling and Fort St. Pierre are among the Minnesota posts 
included In the installment of Edgar M . Ledyard's "American Posts " 
in the Utah Historical Quarterly for January (see ante, p. 110). 
The Northwest Company's post on Sandy Lake also is noted, though 
no mention Is made of the American Fur Company's post on that 
lake. Mr . Ledyard includes another Northwest Company post 
known as Sayer's House, which was at one time located on Cass Lake. 
He fails, however, to give it a definite location. 

Dr . Folwell was one of the five " Builders of the Name " of the 
University of Minnesota to be honored at the Charter Day convoca­
tion held in Northrop Memorial Auditorium on February 16. At­
tention was called to the centenary of his birth on February 14, an 
anniversary that was also marked by the publication by the University 
of Minnesota Press of his Autobiography. Other " Builders " whose 
services were commemorated in the Charter Day exercises were Cyrus 
Northrop, William S. Pattee, Maria Sanford, and Henry T . Eddy. 

The founding of Minnesota's first normal school at Winona is 
described by G. E. Maxwell in the Minnesota Journal of Education 
for February. He tells how the bill for the establishment of the 
school was introduced In the first state legislature by Joseph Peck-
ham of Cannon Falls and how It was signed by Governor Sibley on 
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August 2, 1858. He also describes the opening of the school In 

September, 1860, as the "first state supported independent normal 

school west of the Mississippi." 

Reminiscences of the EngHsh colony at Fairmont are presented 
in an interesting little volume by Sally Archer-Burton entitled Your 
Mother Remembers (Fairmont, 1931. 66 p . ) . I t includes an ac­
count of the immigration of the writer's family from England in 
1876, when her father. Captain Fred Wherland of the British mer­
chant marine, decided to leave the sea and go to America. She tells 
of his meeting with the agent in England for the sale of Minnesota 
lands and of the purchase of a farm near Fairmont that followed. 
Like most accounts of the Fairmont colony, this pictures the gay 
social life of the English settlers, with their fox hunts, balls, and 
house-warmings. 

Thomas A. Holmes Is described as a " professional founder " of 
cities and town sites in an article about his activities in Minnesota 
and particularly about his part In the founding of Fountain City, 
Wisconsin, which appears In the Winona Republican-Herald for 
February 22. According to this account. Holmes laid out more than 
thirty town sites In the frontier Middle West. His portrait and a 
view of Fountain City accompany the article. In the same Issue of 
the Republican-Herald is an account by the Reverend WilHam E. 
Thompson of the pioneer experiences in Winona County of Mrs . 
Catherine Smokey. 

Most of the important industries of the Great Lakes region — fish­
ing, lumbering, iron and copper mining, agriculture, ship-building — 
figure in the Autobiography of Captain Alexander McDougall (1932. 
238 p . ) . Their relation to transportation Is particularly stressed, 
since the author played a major role In the development of shipping 
on the lakes. From 1861, when he ran away from home to become 
a deck hand on a lake steamer. Captain McDougall's career was Iden­
tified with the Great Lakes, and for more than two decades he helped 
to carry commodities and passengers between Duluth and Buffalo. 
He relates that In October, 1868, his boat touched at the base of 
Minnesota Point, " where our few passengers were landed on the 
gravel beach to begin to build a town later called Duluth." There, 
in the early seventies, he " struck It rich," for wheat was beginning 
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to pour In " from the Red River Valley of Minnesota by rail and 
there was not enough cargo capacity to handle it." In a chapter en­
titled "Whalebacks and Iron Ore," Captain McDougall tells of his 
invention of the whaleback steamer and of his experiences as a ship­
builder at Duluth. 

M r . John A. Bardon of Superior, a prominent figure in the early 
history of shipping on Lake Superior, supplied the material on which 
are based four articles appearing In the Duluth News-Tribune for 
February 15, 16, 17, and 20. They deal with the early Lake Su­
perior ship traffic, particularly around the Duluth-Superlor Harbor, 
and give Information on such subjects as early vessels, the beginnings 
of ship-building, and some pioneer captains. The illustrations, which 
depict early scenes on the Duluth water front, boats, and captains, 
are of special interest. 

Brief sketches of many Minnesotans are included In a genealogical 
work entitled Some Lines of the Townshend-Townsend Families of 
Old England, New England and Minnesota, compiled for Loretta 
Townsend Talbot by Homer W . Brainard (1931. 123 p . ) . It Is 
interesting to note that several members of the Townsend family 
went west from Maine to Minnesota In the fifties to engage in the 
lumber business. 

M r . C. F . G. Raikes, European branch manager for the North­
western Miller, presents in the issues of that magazine for January 
11 and 18 his recollections of William C. Edgar's activities with the 
Miller's Belgium Relief movement during the World War . In 1915 
the Minneapolis editor went abroad with a cargo of flour contributed 
by American millers. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A manuscript volume that is apparently a trader's account book, 
which was discovered by workmen engaged in repairing the Grand 
Central Building at Aitkin, is described In the Aitkin Republican 
for January 12. T h e occurrence of such names as Beaulieu, Robert, 
and John Lynde Indicate that the record may be of more than ordi­
nary interest and value. 

Company B, 135th Infantry, Minnesota National Guard, Is mak­
ing an effort to collect military objects that Illustrate its history, ac-
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cording to an announcement In the Aitkin Independent Age for 
January 20. All articles assembled will be placed on display in the 
armory at Aitkin. 

The history of the Lincoln Mill at Anoka, which has recently 
been wrecked, is reviewed in the Anoka Herald for February 14. 
The mill was erected in 1880 by the Washburn Milling Company 
and it later became the property of the Pillsbury Plour Mills Com­
pany, which used it for the manufacture of Durum wheat products. 
A picture of the mill accompanies the article. 

The services of the late WilHam H. Pay as president of the Blue 
Earth County Historical Society were commemorated at a meeting 
of the society held at Mankato on March 28. The state historical 
society was represented by its superintendent, who spoke on the work 
of Mr. Pay in both the local and state fields. Mr. Horace W. Rob­
erts of Mankato was elected to fill the office made vacant by Mr. 
Pay's death. 

At the annual meeting of the Brown County Historical Society, 
held at New Ulm on March 24, Mr. Fred W. Johnson, the presi­
dent of the organization, spoke on his collection of portraits of Brown 
County pioneers and the methods used in obtaining the pictures. He 
said that " he had visited every township in the county during the 
past year, and that he had seen descendants of almost every early 
settler in each township." The success of this survey may be judged 
from the fact that Mr. Johnson has photographs of more than five 
hundred of the seven hundred people who, according to the federal 
census, Hved in New Ulm In I860. 

An Interesting description of Fort Ridgely written by G. W. O. 
Barth In 1860 is quoted in the New Ulm Review for February 2. 
Two years before the Sioux Outbreak, in which the frontier post 
was to play an Important part, this writer declared: "As far as our 
strategic knowledge reaches . . . the fort could not withstand an 
attack by a strong band of Indians. . . . Fortunately we do not have 
to anticipate hostilities from any side, which makes the existence of a 
strong place unnecessary." The description was sent to the Review 
by Mr. Hugo G. Roos of Kansas City. A picture of the ruins of 
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Fort Ridgely In 1879 recently discovered by M r . F . W . Johnson of 
New Ulm in the possession of Mrs . Thomas Smith of Mankato is 
described In the Review for January 19. 

T h e activities of a Carver County land claim association of 1854 
are vividly described by the Reverend O. Paulsen In the first install­
ment of a translation of his reminiscences, which appears In the 
Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for February 16. The original 
narrative was written in Norwegian; the extracts from it here pub­
lished under the title " Early History of Nearby Vicinity " have been 
turned into English by A. G. W . Anderson. Other Installments, In 
the Herald for February 23 and March 9, 23, and 30, deal with 
the author's removal from the Turkey River country in Iowa to his 
Carver County claim and with the Civil and Sioux wars. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Pillager Herald is the occasion 
for the publication in its issue for January 13 of a history of the 
newspapers published In the village during the past thirty-five years. 
According to this account it has had three newspapers other than 
the Herald — the Post, the Leader, and the Truth Seeker. Some 
information about the publishers of these papers also is presented. 
A picture of the crude building in which the Leader was published 
accompanies the article. 

At a meeting of the Chatfield Historical Society on January 23, 
some reminiscences of F . W . Shimer, a pioneer of 1854, were read 
by his daughter. Miss Ruth Shimer; and some interesting events of 
the sixties were recalled by M r . Clarence Ferguson. M r . Shimer's 
paper Is published and M r . Ferguson's talk Is outlined In the Chat­
field News for January 26. 

Brief articles on pioneer life and experiences, prepared by pupils in 
the rural schools of Chippewa County under the supervision of Miss 
LuEUa Watson, the county superintendent of schools, appear in the 
Watson Voice for March 9, 16, and 23. 

" T h e Crow Wing county historical society has established a 
means of contact linking the past and the present in vivid and 
Imaginative illustrations through its collection" of Indian objects, 
pioneer household utensils and tools, articles used in logging camps, 
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pictures, and other objects illustrative of pioneer life, according to 
the writer of an article on the society's museum, which appears In the 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch for February 1. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Mantorville Congregational 
Church was celebrated by members of the congregation on March 17, 
18, and 19. In connection with a special historical program presented 
on March 18, papers on the history of the church were presented and 
pictures and objects connected with its past were exhibited. 

Extracts from the diary of a Fillmore County clergyman, the Rev­
erend Kristian Magelssen, are printed in Levang's Weekly of Lanes-
boro for February 16. They cover the month from January 29 to 
February 28, 1899, and deal with such subjects as church services, 
prices of farm commodities, and the activities of a country pastor. 

Meetings held at Park Rapids on March 16 and April 19 have 
resulted in the organization of the Hubbard County Historical So­
ciety. Among the speakers at the second meeting was Mr. Theodore 
C. Blegen, superintendent of the state historical society. The fol­
lowing officers were elected for the new society: Mrs. E. C. Lake, 
president; C. W. Wllklns, vice president; D. E. Ward, secretary; 
and A. M. Mevig, treasurer. 

At a meeting held on March 30, the Glencoe Historical Society 
was organized. The following officers were elected: Mrs. Isabelle 
Zrust, president; Sam G. Peterson, vice president; and Paul Gaines, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Under the title "Early Frontier History and Experiences," the 
Eden Valley Journal publishes in its issues from February 2 to March 
9 the recollections of Mr. W. R. Salisbury, which he has recorded 
in a charming manner for his grandson. He deals almost entirely 
with his boyhood experiences on a Meeker County homestead in the 
early sixties and with the Sioux War. 

The activities during three-quarters of century of the First Baptist 
Church of Austin, which celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary late 
in January, are described in articles published in the Austin Daily 
Herald for February 1. Its history during the past twenty-five years 
is reviewed by Mrs. F. C. Bemis and Miss Blanche Mahachek; an 
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account of its earlier activities, which was prepared by the Reverend 
C. D. Belden on the occasion of its fiftieth anniversary, is reprinted 
from the Mower County Transcript for February 12, 1908; and a 
brief account of an affiliated organization, the Oakland Baptist 
Church, is presented by its pastor, the Reverend Lester McCauley. 

James M. Goodhue and the Minnesota Pioneer were described by 
the Reverend Melvin Frank of Pelican Rapids In a talk before the 
Kiwanis Club of Fergus Falls on February 13. Another speaker, 
Mr. E. T . Barnard, told of the activities of the Otter Tail County 
Historical Society. 

An editorial advocating a " Local History Museum " and a local 
historical society for Pennington County appears in the Thief River 
Falls Forum for February 23. The suggestion is made that space 
for a county historical museum be provided in the new city audi­
torium. "The sooner a museum is started, and with it a county 
historical society, the easier it will be to collect the facts of our early 
Hfe," reads the editorial. 

The Pope County Historical Society, which was planned more 
than a year ago (see ante, 13:120, 453), was organized at Glenwood 
early In 1933 with more than fifty members, according to its secre­
tary, Mr. W. H. Engebretson of Glenwood. 

At a meeting of the Rice County Historical Society held at Fari­
bault on February 20, Mr. John Lieb presented a paper on the " His­
tory of Stone and the Stone Industry Around Faribault." 

A brief note about the Fleckenstein Brewery, which was estab­
lished at Faribault in 1856, appears with a picture of this quaint 
building and its surroundings and a portrait of its founder, Ernst 
Fleckenstein, in the Faribault Daily News for March 29. 

The address presented by Father d'Eschambault, secretary of the 
St. Boniface Historical Society, at the La Verendrye bicentennial 
celebration held at Warroad In June, 1932 (see ante, 13:345), has 
been published by the Roseau County Historical Society in a pam­
phlet entitled Discovery of Lake of the Woods (14 p.). Moving 
pictures taken during the celebration were shown at a meeting of the 
society held at Warroad on February 20. 
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The history of old Oneota, now a part of Duluth, was featured 
In the program presented by the St. Louis County Historical Society in 
the Oneota School auditorium on February 13. M r . William E. 
Culkin discussed the " Origin and Etymology of the Name Oneota," 
M r . Bert N . Wheeler described some " Pioneer FamiHes of One­
ota," Mr . Thomas H. Merri t t explained the "Location of Oneota 
and Wha t Has Become of I t ," and the Reverend Carl J . Silfversten 
told of " Missionary Days at Oneota." Some notes on the history 
of the settlement, which was founded in 1856, appear in the printed 
program of the meeting. 

Of more than usual Interest in the field of local history Is " The 
History of Shakopee, Minnesota, 1682—1930," by Julius A. CoUer, 
II , which is published In Installments In the Shakopee Argus-Tribune 
from January 26 to March 16. The work consists of eight chap­
ters with the following ritles: " T h e Awakening, 1682-1851" ; 
"Ear ly Settlement, 1851-1860," "Stammering Years, 1860-
1870" ; "Marching On, 1870-1890"; " T h e Gay Nineties, 
1890-1901" ; " T h e New Century, 1901-1917" ; " T h e W a r 
Years, 1914-1919"; and "Yesterdays, 1919-1930." Plans are un­
der way for the publication of the history in book form. M r . CoUer 
presented a paper based upon part of this narrative at the annual 
meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society on January 16 (see ante, 
p. 77) . 

In response to an inquiry from a teacher. W i n V. Working, in 
the Belle Plaine Herald for February 23, names as the " State's 
5 Best Known Pioneers " Alexander Ramsey, Henry H . Sibley, John 
H. Stevens, Joseph R. Brown, and Charles E. Flandrau. The ar­
ticle appears as one of a series of local history sketches in the Herald. 
Among other recent articles In this series are an account of historic 
sites along a projected highway between the Twin Cities and Pem­
bina, January 26 ; a description of some of the activities of Louis 
Robert, who built a trading post in Belle Plaine Township in 1852, 
February 2 ; and an article on the use of scrip during the panic of 
1858, March 16. 

A history of Salem Lutheran Church of St. Cloud, which cele­
brated Its fiftieth anniversary on February 4 and 5, appears in the 
St. Cloud Sentinel for February 2. The church was established by 
pioneer Scandinavian settlers of the community. 
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An extensive mimeographed history of the First Methodist Episco­
pal Church of St. Cloud by Gertrude B. Gove was issued in connec­
tion with the seventy-fifth anniversary of the church, which was 
observed on February 17, 18, and 19. In the preparation of her 
narrative Miss Gove used such original sources as the manuscript 
records of the church, year books of Methodist conferences, and a 
collection of personal papers in the possession of the Minnesota His­
torical Society. 

T h e story of a Dutch colony that was established near New York 
Mills In the spring of 1910 is related by Father H . Yzermans, who 
accompanied the immigrants from Holland, In his " Reminiscences," 
which have been appearing in the Verndale Sun since February 9. 
T h e writer, a member of the Catholic order known as the Crosier 
Fathers, tells how the colony was organized by a " priest from 
America " and established on property offered for sale by the Johnson 
Land Company of St. Paul. Later installments of the narrative 
deal for the most part with Father Yzerman's experiences as a mis­
sionary in the region around Verndale. 

The history of the First Congregational Church of Waseca, which 
celebrated Its sixty-fifth anniversary on January 22, Is the subject of 
a detailed article in the Waseca Journal for January 18. 

An example of what a newspaper can do to encourage local his­
torical Interest and activity In a community is to be found In the 
historical essay contest recently conducted by the Stillwater Post-
Messenger. The contest was open to pupils enrolled in the seventh 
to the twelfth grades of the Stillwater schools. According to its 
terms essays submitted were to deal with the history of Washington 
County and were to be based on information obtained from pioneers. 
The prize winning essays, for which awards of from one to four 
dollars were given, are announced In the Post-Messenger for Febru­
ary 22, and those receiving the first three places are published. T w o 
of these, by Helen Thiel and Robert Crowe, deal with Stillwater's 
most Important pioneer Industry — logging; the third, by Dorothy 
Henningsen, tells of the organization of the county and its early de­
velopment. Other essays submitted In the contest appear In the 
Issues of the Post-Messenger throughout the month of March ; they 
touch upon such varied subjects as pioneer education, early hotels, 
farming, and Stillwater as a summer resort. 
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More than a thousand pictures of early scenes and pioneers were 
displayed at the annual meeting of the Winona County Old Settlers 
Association, held at Winona on February 22. The exhibit was ar­
ranged by Miss Mabel Marvin. 

Brief historical sketches of the schools and the churches of St. 
Charles appear In the issues of the Inter-county Press of St. Charles 
for January 13 and 20. In the first the schools of the community, 
which date from 1855, are described; in the second the organization 
of churches by various denominations, including the Baptists, the 
Methodists, the Congregationalists, and the Catholics, are noted. 

Portraits of pioneer Minnesotans and views of the communities In 
which they lived are reproduced from Andreas' Historical Atlas of 
Minnesota, which was published in 1874, In the photogravure section 
of the Sunday St. Paul Pioneer Press from January 15 to March 12. 
Among the pictures published are portraits of some leading Minne­
sota newspaper men in the issue for January 15. 

Views of old St. Anthony and early Minneapolis from the collec­
tion of Sweet-Jacoby negatives in the possession of the Minnesota 
Historical Society have been appearing since January 1 In the roto­
gravure section of the Sunday Minneapolis Journal. 
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