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board canvassing the votes cast at the election, objected
when the southwest vote was thrown out by the two other
members on the board.?? If one disregards Medary’s ac-
tion in not making public his precincts proclamation, there
is little to connect him with the southwest vote. New to
the territory and sympathetic to requests of Democratic
leaders, the governor may have regarded the proclamation
as routine business.

The fact that the general public lacked knowledge of the
southwest area might have given Brown the idea of pro-
ducing a Democratic vote there in 1857. He was himself
familiar with the region, for during his many years as a
fur company employee he had traversed every part of it.
Many travelers in the southwest counties, however, knew
that the area had only a sprinkling of trappers and traders
for residents, and some of these travelers presented the
Republicans with their testimony. A letter from Hender-
son, signed “F,” appeared in the Minnesotian for Novem-
ber 4, 1857, and helped the Republicans in their protests.
The letter-writer stated that there were only four men in
Cottonwood County and he knew them all.

A trader’s cabin or two on the east shore of Lake Shetek
housed the population of Murray County in 1857 and the
two or three inhabitants lived in blissful ignorance of the
near-by Conwell City.** Nobles County, though declared
organized by the legislature, was not organized, and the few
trappers living there were insufficient for a full set of county
ofhicials, even if they had been willing to serve.!* Rock

* Pioneer and Democrat, December 19, 1857.

® There is no published history of Murray County, but many of the
survivors of the Sioux War of 1862 wrote accounts of their experiences
which were collected by Dr. H. M. Workman of Tracy in a manuscript
“ History of the Early Settlers near Tepeeotah and Surrounding Coun-
try.” A copy is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. Many of
these accounts throw light on the beginnings of settlement in Murray
County. See especially the statements of Hoel Parmlee, p. 28, 126-128.

*Arthur P. Rose, Illustrated History of Nobles County, 43 (Worth-
ington, 1908). B. W. Woolstencroft, a Nobles County pioneer, states
that the earliest settlers arrived in 1867 and that the only earlier white
inhabitants of the county were a few trappers.
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County was without a white man and Sioux Indians con-
gregated there only upon occasions.®

Under the enabling act, which set up qualifications for
Minnesota’s admission to statehood, a census of the terri-
tory in 1857 was mandatory. Unless the census returns
from the southwest counties showed voting inhabitants in
numbers, the Democrats who had made fraudulent election
returns would be greatly embarrassed. Since the Demo-
crats were in power nationally and the census-taking was in
charge of Moccasin Democrat appointees, the problem was
easily solved.

Census-taking in the older counties went forward rapidly
in October, and at intervals during the autumn many com-
munities were given an opportunity to boast of the popula-
tion growth since the census of 1850. Not until February,
1858, was there indication that a census had been taken in
the southwest counties. Congress at the time was seeking
to determine the number of representatives to which Min-
nesota's population entitled it. Three had been elected,
but the total of the state’s population was found by the
census of 1857 to be but 150,037 — disappointingly small
to enterprising residents.'® The secretary of the interior,

®Arthur P. Rose, Illustrated History of the Counties of Rock and
Pipestone, 43 (Luverne, 1911). The Rock County here considered is
the area known today as Pipestone County. When the southwest coun-
ties were established in 1857 Pipestone County was given the boundaries
of the present Rock County and Rock County the boundaries of the
present Pipestone. The legislature of 1862 reversed this and inter-
changed the names so that the Pipestone Quarry would be located in
Pipestone County and the rock mound, for which Rock County is said
to have been named, in that county. See Laws, 1862, p. 269. There
is some evidence that the latter county was named for Augustin Rock, or
Rocque, the trader. Glencoe Register, quoted in Henderson Democrat,
December 3, 1858.

*This figure, which is found in the First dnnual Report of the Min-
nesota bureau of statistics published in 1860, is accepted by William W.
Folwell in his History of Minnesota, 1: 359 (St. Paul, 1921). Gere re-
ported a total of 150,322 inhabitants in the territory, including an esti-
mated population of 1,800 for Pembina County. After the secretary of
the interior had received the returns from Minnesota he reported a total

population of 150,360, including the estimated 1,800 from Pembina.
Later the secretary of the interior announced the official count as 150,092.



254 ROBERT J. FORREST SepT.

in charge of the census, upon the request of Congress sub-
mitted a report that included the following:

County INHABITANTS
Murray . . . . . . . . . o 81
Cottonwood . . . . . . . . . . . . 173
Nobles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Rock . . . . . . . . . . ... 52
Jackson . . . . . . . . . L L L. 50
Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 55

Pipestone . . . .o .. 241

Late in May, 1858, William B. Gere, United States
marshal in Minnesota Territory during the taking of the
census of the previous fall, received a report from the sec-
retary of the interior and for the first time announced the
complete official returns. Not in alphabetical order, but

grouped together at the foot of the county lists, were the
following figures:

County INHABITANTS SQUARE MiLEs DWwELLINGS

Murray . . . 91 . . . . 720 . . . . 16
Cottonwood . . 173 . . . . 720 . . . . 42
Nobless . . . 16 . . . . 720 . . . . 6
Rock . . . . 52 ... .72 . . . . 17
Jackson . . . 50 . . . . 720 . . . . 17
Martin . . . 56 . . . . 720 . . . . 19
Pipestone . . . 24 . . . . 84 . . . . 51

Rock and Pipestone counties were larger than they are at
present because the western state line was not yet estab-
lished and these counties had their territorial limits, extend-
_ ing into the present state of South Dakota.

See 35 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Documents, no. 110, p.
2, 3 (serial 958) ; 35 Congress, 2 session, Senate Documents, no. 1, p. 93
(serial 974). Congress decided that Minnesota’s population was too
small to entitle it to three representatives, and allowed it only two. To
determine who should fill these places the three representatives elected
drew lots. William W. Phelps and James M. Cavanaugh were the
winners; George L. Becker, the loser. Folwell, Minnesota, 2: 18.

7 Pioneer and Democrat, February 9, 1858,

8 Pioneer and Democrat, May 25, 1858.
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The population schedules of the 1857 census are truly
interesting. The original schedules are preserved by the
census bureau of the department of commerce in Washing-
ton, and from these copies have been made for the
Minnesota Historical Society. They include the names
of the towns where inhabitants of southwest counties are
declared to have resided and, even more interesting, the
names of residents with ages, places of birth, and, for adult
males, information about occupations and citizenship.

Ninety-one people living in sixteen dwellings are listed
as inhabitants of ‘“ Cornwall City,” Murray County, in the
census of 1857. The chameleon-like changes that the name
of this Murray County town site underwent are worthy of
mention. At the outset the name of the project was * Con-
well City” for the family name of Mrs. William Pitt
Murray; but nowhere in contemporary sources is the name
correctly spelled. The land speculators, seeking a free
“puft” for the town site in Murray County, succeeded in
enlisting the help of the territorial legislature of 1857,
Congress was memorialized to extend a mail route from
New Ulm to Sioux Falls City via “ Cornwell City.” Dur-
ing the extra session of 1857 “ Canwell City” was incor-
porated and, according to the act, embraced a section of
land at the outlet of Lake Shetek. When Governor Med-
ary proclaimed the location an election precinct, it got a
long way from home in being called “Council City.” A
map published in 1859 showing the route of the proposed
Transit Railroad Company, one of four to receive a Con-
gressional land grant in 1857, gives the name ‘‘Cald-
well.”1®  The census of 1857 came close to the mark with
“Cornwall City.”

The 173 inhabitants living in forty-two dwellings enu-
merated in the census as residents of Cottonwood County
were all huddled together, according to the manuscript

* Slayton Gazette, September 6, 1907; Laws, 1857, p. 291; Laws,
1857, extra session, p. 36; St. Peter Free Press, October 19, 1859,
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schedule, in Oasis. The name was not original. It had
been designated as an election precinct in Murray County
by Medary’s proclamation. The space provided on the
printed census form for the name of a town is left blank
in the returns for Nobles County. Wakeeta is given as the
name of the village where the fifty-two inhabitants of Rock
County lived. Here again the influence of precinct names
in Medary’s proclamation is evident. The census sched-
ules show the population of Jackson County to be divided
between four villages. Fifteen inhabitants living in six
dwellings made up Pelicans Nest; Sylvan Lake had eight
residents and two dwellings; Oak Lake, thirteen inhabitants
and four dwellings; and Desmoin Lake, fourteen inhabi-
tants and five dwellings.

Fairmont, the name authorized by legislative act for the
county seat of Martin County when it was established, and
Fairfield are listed as having inhabitants in Martin County.
Thirty-nine inhabitants and fourteen dwellings are listed
in the first, and sixteen inhabitants and five dwellings are
counted in the last mentioned. The total of fifty-five in-
habitants falls one short of the official total. Fifty-six
probably had been incorrectly set down on the census sheets
by the clerk filling in the total and this error was not caught
by those later handling the lists. ‘“Forks of the Big Rock
River” is the name given to the place of residence of the
twenty-four inhabitants listed in Pipestone County. This
name is such as Indians and traders might have used.

Even though the schedules of the 1857 census are official
government records and are a part of statistics still ac-
cepted as authentic, at least for the seven southwestern
counties they were forgeries. All these counties, with the
exception of Murray, have printed histories and these con-
tain no mention of the inhabitants enumerated in 1857.
Fairmont, alone of the towns included, became an actual
settlement. This name had been authorized for the county
seat of Martin County by legislative act.
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In statements made by early settlers of Murray County
neither Cornwall City nor its inhabitants are mentioned.
Notes of government surveys made in this county in 1858
and 1861 make no mention of dwellings or ruins of dwell-
ings other than those which early settlers note in their state-
ments. Since some of these settlers lived on the supposed
site of Cornwall City on Lake Shetek, they must have
known of the city and its inhabitants had they existed.

Though authors of the printed histories of the remaining
six southwest counties relied upon the earliest settlers for
their information concerning first settlement, it might never-
theless be suggested that settlements such as those found
in the census schedules were overlooked. But here it is
possible to give evidence that the historians were not care-
less. Minnesota in 1857 was well supplied with excellent
newspapers and they eagerly sought news concerning every
part of the territory. Accounts of travelers returning
from out-of-the-way parts of the territory found a place in
their columns and descriptions of visits to southwestern
Minnesota are not rare. In these accounts there is noth-
ing to substantiate the census lists. It must be remem-
bered, too, that not a few travelers made their way across
the southwestern counties on their way to the Big Sioux,
James, and Missouri rivers, and, so far as is known, they
fail to note these communities.

In March, 1857, Inkpaduta and his renegade Indians
murdered settlers first at Spirit Lake and later in Jackson
County. An expedition of United States troops was dis-
patched in pursuit of the murderers. The accounts of the
massacre and the official reports of the fruitless chase after
the Indians give a picture of the population in the counties
of Jackson and Nobles, and they do not mention the towns
listed in the census.

Just three years after the special census of 1857, the
census of 1860 was taken. Naturally one would expect
that, though many of the settlers might move away in so
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short a period, at least a few would remain. A compari-
son of the population schedules for 1857 with those for
1860, however, reveals the striking fact that no names for
the counties in question in the 1857 census appear in the
lists of 1860!

The totals listed in the 1860 census for the southwestern
counties are as follows:

County INHABITANTS
Murray . . . - . . .« o« . . ... 29
Cottonwood . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Nobles . . . . . . . . . . « . .. 35
Rock . . . . . . . . . . < . 0
Jackson e e e e e e e e e 181
Martin . . . . . . . . < < . . . . 151
Pipestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232

An examination of the lists of inhabitants in the 1857
census reveals many points that help to prove they were
forgeries. Farmers and trappers, who almost exclusively
made up a new prairie settlement, are in too small a per-
centage. An amusing error creeps into the census of the
mythical Oasis. The first ten houses counted, according
to the lists, were visited on October 10, dwellings numbered
11 to 28 have October 8 as the date visited, and dwellings
numbered 29 to 42 are listed under the date of October 7.
Time was reversed! On each sheet of the Oasis list, fami-
lies are grouped so that they end on the last line of a page.
There is no carry-over. Able as the clerk was to suit his
fancy, he could list the proper number of children for each
family with a view to filling his spaces exactly.

Although the schedules for Murray and Jackson coun-
ties are in a different handwriting from those of the other
five southwestern counties, all seven are signed by N. R.
Brown, assistant marshal. The lists for five are in Brown’s
handwriting. It is more than a coincidence that these seven

®A. T. Andreas, Ilustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minne-
sota, 328 (Chicago, 1874).
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counties, and seven only, should be Brown’s share in the
census-taking.

According to the population schedules Assistant Mar-
shal Brown made his enumerations in the southwestern
counties on the following dates: Cottonwood, on October
7, 8, and 10; Jackson, on the twelfth and thirteenth; Pipe-
stone and Rock on the twenty-first; Martin on the twenty-
second; Nobles on the twenty-third; and Murray on the
twenty-seventh. If one looks at a map of southwestern
Minnesota and traces the ground that Brown represents
himself as having covered on October 21, 22, and 23, it
will be apparent that he considered himself a very agile
man.

An oath appended to each of the southwestern county
schedules indicates that N. R. Brown, ‘“being duly sworn
deposes and says that he took the census’ of the county
in question and made the returns, which he swears “are
correct and according to the instructions of the oath.”
Each schedule is signed by William B. Gere, United States
marshal for Minnesota, and, with one exception, by Samuel
S. Selby, notary public. The Jackson County schedule bears
the signature of A. C. Jones, judge of probate for Ramsey
County. Gere certifies that he ‘‘carefully examined and
compared the returns’ and found that the ‘same are cor-
rect.” 'The signatures are dated from November 19 to
24, 1857.

Accepting the dates of the notary’s seals as correct, it is
plain that the census schedules were prepared when the
election fraud battle was at its hottest. They were in-
tended, perhaps, to authenticate the fraudulent vote from
the southwest, but the writer has found nothing to indicate
that they were ever so used. The N. R. Brown who
swore that he lawfully took the census of the two counties is
the same man who slipped into the Democratic convention
in 1857 as delegate from Cottonwood County. He was an
organizer of the Dakota Land Company. Considering the
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apparent errors in the lists, it is doubtful that Marshal
Gere did “carefully” compare, as he certifies.

For all that they are fiction, there is some charm about
the census lists. According to the schedules, the inhabit-
ants claimed a wide variety of places of birth, including
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Ohio, Kentucky, Virginia,
Massachusetts, Vermont, Louisiana, Maine, Delaware,
New York, New Hampshire, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois,
South Carolina, North Carolina, New Jersey, the District
of Columbia, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. Some had
sailed across the ocean from Ireland, Italy, Germany, Ba-
varia, Sweden, England, Scotland, France, and Switzerland.
A few were natives of Nova Scotia and Upper and Lower
Canada. Yes, and one child is listed as having been born on
the Atlantic ocean. Male voters make up half the total
on the lists. 'They were the voting Democrats. It is note-
worthy that almost without exception the foreign-born
males over twenty-one years are naturalized citizens.

The occupations of the adult males range through the
trades and professions. Farmers, laborers, bakers, shoe-
makers, merchants, plasterers, carpenters, joiners, sawyers,
teamsters, clerks, wagon-makers, hotel-keepers, physicians,
grocers, saddlers, bricklayers, millers, millwrights, bankers,
engineers, ship carpenters, blacksmiths, mineralogists, book-
keepers, architects, surveyors, tailors, butchers, cooks, law-
yers, marble-cutters, and lumbermen are listed.

The source of the names and occupations must be left to
speculation. Perhaps they are the product of a fertile
mind. It is easy to picture a satisfied smile on the face of
the clerk as he concocts the fictitious schedules for the south-
west counties. Such names as Parker K. Anderson, Orson
Rodgers, Patrick Coulder, Cantwell Cobb, Thomas Carter,
Abraham Hains, Mark Hammond, and L. James Parness
sound plausible. There is an especially honest ring in the
homely name of Cantwell Cobb.

The census returns from the southwest served to bolster
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up the discounted election returns for 1857. They also
furnished the Dakota L.and Company and others in the lan-
guishing land-speculation business with advertising that had
the appearance of authenticity. Incidentally the returns
proved lucrative to N. R. Brown, who was paid two cents
a name and ten cents a mile traveling expenses by the gov-
ernment for taking the count. He received $288.68 for
his work.?!  Since the pay of Marshal Gere was computed
on a count basis, he, too, benefited.

That the census figures of 1857 were generally accepted
as authentic is indicated in the printed Annual Report of
the adjutant general for January 1, 1860. The list of
males available for military service includes: Murray, 32;
Cottonwood, 68; Nobles, 8; Rock, 22; Pipestone, 14; Jack-
son, 30; and Martin, 41. The proposed fourth brigade of
the second division of the state militia is shown to be en-
tirely composed of men living in the seven southwest coun-
ties.

The census figures were not without results. When the
Democrats assembled in convention in St. Paul in August,
1859, among the delegates were A. S. Coleman of Murray,
A. Fraigger of Cottonwood, J. O. Whitney of Jackson,
J. S. Demmon of Nobles, and F. B. Peck of Rock counties.
Many of the delegates from the older counties did not look
kindly upon the men from the southwest. Following the
unpleasant aftermath of the election two years before,
the respectable party leaders sought to do a little house-
cleaning. Ambiguous wording of the convention call de-
feated the efforts of the reformers. After mentioning
specifically the organized counties, the call closed with the
statement that ‘ Counties not enumerated in the above list
will be entitled to one delegate each.” 22 The Pioneer and
Democrat on August 17, 1859, pointed out the unfairness
of the plan. Southwestern Minnesota, with a population

% 35 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Documents, no. 110, p. 5

(serial 958).
2 Henderson Democrat, May 18, August 24, 1859.
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of 5,528, had the same number of delegates as Ramsey and
Washington with a population of 18,930. Brown County,
aided by Murray, Martin, Jackson, Nobles, Pipestone, Cot-
tonwood, Rock, and Redwood, controlled thirteen votes.

A movement led by W. A. Caruthers of Stearns County
would have blocked the ““loading” of the convention. He
offered a resolution to keep out all delegates not residents
of the counties they claimed to represent. This would
have kept out bogus delegates, most of whom were federal
appointees in the Indian and other services and land com-
pany employees. None other than Joseph R. Brown rose
to protest the resolution, and before he had finished it was
tabled.?® The victory was an empty one for Brown and
his followers. Repudiated by many members of the party,
the Democrats lost the state elections, and with the election
of Lincoln to the presidency the Moccasin faction passed
from the political picture.

The split in the Democratic ranks had occurred weeks
before the 1859 convention. Plans of the party leaders
in the Moccasin faction to carry the 1859 election for the
party had included the forging of returns from precincts
found in the 1857 census returns of southwest counties.
This scheme became an open secret among voting Demo-
crats, many of whom resented the use of such tactics. On
May 25, 1859, James W. Lynd, editor of the Henderson
Democrat, exposed in his newspaper a scheme to forge
returns from the southwest counties in the coming fall cam-
paign. The exposé ended Lynd’s connection with Brown’s
newspaper and the Democratic party lost a trusted and
respected spokesman. The light of publicity thrown upon
the projected plan was sufficient to discourage the Moccasin
leaders and no returns were made in 1859 from the south-
west counties.

ROBERT J. FORREST
MinNEeaPoLis, MINNESOTA

® Henderson Democrat, August 24, 1859.
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