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Plans for a local history essay contest to be conducted in the Blue
Earth County schools in the fall were formulated by the trustees of
the Blue Earth County Historical Society at a meeting held at Man-
kato on May 3.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Garden City Christian
Church, which was celebrated by members of the congregation on
May 7, was the occasion for the presentation of a pageant depicting
the history of the church. The pageant is described and an historical
sketch of the church is presented in the Mankato Free Press for
May 12.

An attempt to build public water works in New Ulm in 1887 is
described in an article in the New Ulm Review for April 6. The
sum of a thousand dollars was raised to finance the undertaking, and
a huge well from which the water was obtained was sunk.

An exhibit of pictures, newspaper clippings, and articles connected
with the history of the First Methodist Church of New Ulm was
arranged in connection with the seventy-fifth anniversary of its found-
ing, which was celebrated by members of the congregation from May
26 to 28. An historical sketch of the church by Edward L. Alwin
appears in the Brown County Journal of New Ulm for May 26.

The Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church of Lindstrom, which
was founded at Center City in 1858, celebrated its seventy-fifth an-
niversary on June 15, 16, and 18. The history of the congregation
was reviewed by the Reverend E. A. Wahlquist, a former pastor.

The early history of the Lac qui Parle region is recalled in a
pamphlet entitled W atson Community Pioneers by J. J. Oyen (48
p.), which consists of articles originally published in the Watson
Voice from February 19 to June 4, 1931 (see ante, 12:206). In
addition to the material on exploration, settlement, and county or-
ganization that is usually found in community histories of this type,
Mr. Oyen’s narrative includes some unusually interesting chapters
on pioneer agriculture and agricultural methods in Chippewa County.

A trip in a lumber wagon on July 3, 1867, from Freeborn to
Itasca and the Fourth of July celebration of the next day at Albert
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Lea are described in an article prepared in 1908 by the late J. E.
Simms of Albert Lea and published in the Albert Lea Evening Trib-
une for May 15. A parade in which “ thirty-eight girls, dressed in
white to represent the number of states in the union,” marched; an
oration; a barbecue; and a musical program were features of this
pioneer Fourth of July celebration.

Historical sketches of three early Methodist Episcopal churches
of Goodhue County, located at Nerstrand, Kenyon, and Dennison,
appear in the Kenyon Leader for June 23 and 30. The seventy-
seventh anniversary of their founding was celebrated in a union serv-
ice held at Kenyon on June 18, when these histories were presented.

‘The history of the Spring Garden Lutheran Church is reviewed
in a pamphlet issued in connection with the celebration of its seventy-
fifth anniversary, which took place from June 4 to 6 (44 p.).
Considerable information about the development of the Swedish
settlement in Leon Township, Goodhue County, which the church
serves, is included.

The Hubbard County Historical Society, which was organized in
April (see ante, p. 236), adopted a constitution at a meeting held at
Park Rapids on May 17. A membership committee also was ap-
pointed at this meeting.

The Park Rapids Enterprise, in its issue for April 6, called upon
Hubbard County pioneers to write accounts of their early experiences
in the region in order that it might ‘“learn who are the oldest living
residents in each township of our county.” Many of the reminiscent
letters received in response to this request have been published in the
Enterprise.

For an essay on the early history of Kanabec County Miss Rosa-
belle Hamann of Mora was awarded the first prize in an historical
essay contest conducted in the Mora schools, and Miss Jennie Wen-
berg received the second prize. The prizes of five and ten dollars
were offered by Mr. Arthur G. Peterson of Washington, D. C.
Miss Hamann's essay is published in the Kanabec County Times of
Mora for June 22, and the following comment by Mr, Peterson
appears under the heading “ Know Your County ” in the same issue:
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Questions often arise about one’s county or home town and be-
cause of the lack of a convenient and authoritative source of informa-
tion we are unable to give an adequate answer to these questions.

Officials, trade organizations, and business men receive inquiries
almost daily from outsiders who are interested in the county or the
community from a business or residence point of view. Knowledge
of the growth and character of population, industries, agriculture,
schools and other institutions, geography and natural resources, trans-
portation facilities, and wealth and taxation are of vital importance
to the establishment and wise planning of any business enterprise.

The idol of present-mindedness leads us to see and judge things
too much in the light of present conditions. A knowledge of the
past and the direction and rate of change enables us better to estimate
the economic and social conditions with which we shall be confronted
ten or twenty years from now.

Mistakes in judging the future during the past century have often
been offset by a rapidly growing population and an ever increasing
market for farm and factory products. Today we face many new
and some greatly modified economic and social problems. Hereafter,
success in business will depend more and more on the ability to fore-
see what lies ahead and on one’s alertness and opportuneness in mak-
ing progressive changes.

Patrick Henry once said: “1 have but one lamp by which my feet
are guided, and that is the lamp of experience. I know no way of
judging the future but by the past.”

The main business of life consists of making correct guesses on the
basis of insufficient information. As we enlarge our store of knowl-
edge and the adequacy of our information, however, there is less need
for guessing and more chance of guessing correctly.

Local clubs in their search for cultural topics for discussion and
schoolteachers and students in connection with theme writing might
well give more consideration to topics pertaining to local history.

The adventures involved in a sixteen-mile trip from a Kandiyohi
County farm to Willmar in 1872 are recalled by Gabriel Stene in
the Brooten Review for April 6. The writer transported a load of
grain to the elevator, and he describes the long line of teams and
drivers waiting from daylight to dark for the unloading of grain at
the terminal.

The history of the Catholic colony of Ghent in Lyon County,
which was established in the early eighties as a result of the activities

of Archbishop Ireland, is reviewed in some detail by the Reverend
John M. Pilger in the Minneota Mascot for June 16. The account
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was prepared in connection with the celebration on June 18 of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Church of St. Eloi at Ghent, of which
Father Pilger is pastor. He not only gives an excellent survey of
the history of the church, based upon its records, but he also presents
a picture of the backgrounds of the colony and of its settlement and
growth. Of special interest are the accounts of the racial groups
that settled at Ghent. The arrival in 1880 of Angelus Van Hee, the
first of the Belgian settlers and the man who gave the village its
name, is described ; the story of the many Belgian and Dutch colonists
who followed this pioneer is set forth; and the addition to the colony
in 1882 of a large group of French-Canadians from Illinois is noted.

The beginnings of banking activity in Little Falls and the history
of the American National Bank of that city are reviewed in the
Little Falls Daily Transcript for May 4, which calls attention to the
fiftieth anniversary of the chartering of this bank.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Norwegian
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Norseland in Nicollet County was
appropriately celebrated by members of the congregation on June 11.
A supplement published with the St. Peter Herald for June 9 bears
the title ‘“ Norwegian Lutheran History” and is devoted to articles
about the history of this church and its leaders. It includes sketches
of the pastors who have served the congregation, among whom are
such well-known leaders in the Norwegian Lutheran church as the
Reverend Peter L. Larsen and the Reverend Bernt J. Muus; accounts
of the church societies; a history of its parochial school; a sketch of
a reading society and community library founded in 1875; and
statistics based upon the church records. Norwegian immigration
and the settlement of people of this race in Nicollet County also are
given some attention. Among the illustrations are pictures of pastors
and pioneer members of the congregation and views of the Norseland
church. A similar supplement issued with the Herald of June 23 is
devoted to “Swedish Lutheran History” and commemorates the
diamond anniversary of the founding of the First Lutheran Church
of Scandian Grove, which was celebrated on June 24 and 25. A
detailed history of the congregation and church, sketches of pastors
and founders, accounts of church organizations, and an outline of
Swedish-American history are among the articles presented in this
supplement. Considerable information about the founding of Gus-
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tavus Adolphus College of St. Peter also is included. ‘The section is
profusely illustrated. In issuing these two supplements the St. Peter
Herald has made a genuine contribution to local and state history.

A picture of the “ Ruins of Fort Ridgely Barracks in 1879” is
reproduced in the Fairfax Standard for June 1.

Historical sketches of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of
Worthington, which celebrated its sixtieth anniversary from May 21
to 25, appear in the Worthington Globe and the Nobles County
Times for May 18. Attention is also called to the passing of sixty
years since the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Worthington
was founded, and a brief account of its growth appears in the Times.

The fiftieth anniversary of the completion of the Great Northern
Railroad to Halstad on the Red River in Norman County is com-
memorated by the publication of a brief history of the village and
sketches of the surrounding townships, by A. O. Ueland, in the
Western Norman County Journal Review of Halstad for June 30.
Stories of the settlement and early years of the townships of Anthony,
Shelly, Hendrum, Herberg, and Halstad are outlined, and brief his-
tories of the schools and churches of Halstad are presented. The
anniversary was celebrated at Halstad from June 30 to July 2.

At the summer meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical So-
ciety, which was held on the site of Otter Tail City on June 25, a
granite boulder bearing the following inscription was unveiled:
“This tablet commemorates Otter Tail City, the first county seat of
Otter Tail County, 1858 to 1872. This site was chosen for the
erection of the court house and jail. Dedicated by Otter Tail
County Historical Society, June 25, 1933.” On what are now cul-
tivated fields, the historical society erected signs indicating the loca-
tions of streets and buildings of what was once a “city.” Judge
Anton Thompson and the Honorable John B. Hompe presented ad-
dresses at the meeting.

Nearly a hundred and fifty photographs of early scenes and events
in and around Fergus Falls have been arranged in wing screens by
the Otter Tail County Historical Society and placed as a permanent
exhibit in the entrance hall of the courthouse at Fergus Falls.
Seventy-one of the pictures were collected by the late C. D. Wright,
and forty-six were assembled by the late C. D. Baker and presented
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to the society by his son, Mr. Roy A. Baker. The collection has
been arranged and labelled by Mr. E. T. Barnard, the secretary.

An interest in the Indian mounds of Otter Tail County is illus-
trated by an article in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for June 29,
which is based upon an investigation conducted by Mr. C. R. Wright
of Fergus Falls. The account reveals that 413 mounds have been
recorded in the county, and that the largest group, composed of 73
mounds, is located east of Otter Tail Lake,

Frontier conditions were recalled in a parade that was a feature
of the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of Henning in Otter
Tail County on June 21. Sketches of pioneers who have lived in the
vicinity for fifty years or more appear in the Henning Advocate be-
ginning with the issue of April 20.

At a meeting held at Crookston on May 20 the Polk County
Historical Society was organized. A constitution was adopted and
temporary officers, who are to serve until the first annual meeting is
held in October, were elected. Congressman C. G. Selvig was named
president, and Mr. John Saugstad secretary and treasurer,

A two-day celebration held at McIntosh on June 16 and 17
marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Thirteen Towns of Polk
County. A feature of the celebration was a “March of Progress”
parade, in which floats depicting the history of these communities
participated. The McIntosh Times for June 8 in commemoration
of the anniversary includes numerous articles about the history of the
Thirteen Towns. Historical sketches of the five villages of the
district are presented — Winger by O. N. Snustad, Erskine by Mis.
C. E. Hopkins, McIntosh by C. T. Lanman, Fosston by Esten Moen,
and Lengby by A. J. Saterstrom. The history of the Polk County
Fair Association, which presented its first exhibition at Fertile in
1894, is reviewed by J. D. Mason; S. A. Jordahl contributes an
account of the Northwestern Minnesota Singers’ Association, which
for more than a decade has played a part in the cultural life of Polk
County; the story of the local churches is briefly outlined by Janet
Hansen ; the North Star Creamery and the Garden Valley Telephone
Company are the subjects of short articles. Pioneer residents of the
region contribute a number of interesting reminiscent articles. At
Fosston the anniversary was celebrated from July 2 to 4. Its local



1933 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 359

paper, the Thirteen Towns, in its issue for June 30 contains an
interesting account of the opening of the district, which had been
included in the Red Lake Indian reservation, to settlement, and par-
ticularly of the ‘“ rush” that occurred when the last townships were
made “available to homestead entry” on May 1, 1896. Some early
views of Fosston and of its pioneer settlers illustrate this issue of the
Thirteen Towns.

That the Reverend N. A. Quammen exerted his influence to obtain
the location of St. Olaf College at Northfield is brought out in an
article in the Northfield News for June 30. It includes a list of
members of Quammen’s congregation who contributed to the build-
ing in 1876 of St. Olaf’s “ Old Main,” with the amounts of their
contributions. The list is taken from a ledger recently found among
the pastor’s papers by his son, the Reverend A. G. Quammen of
Cyrus.

The history of the First Baptist Church of Morristown, which
celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary from June 4 to 18, is outlined
by its pastor, the Reverend A. A. Swanson, in the Faribault Daily
News for June 3.

The seventy-third anniversary of the founding of the Bishop
Whipple Indian mission at Morton was celebrated by Sioux Indians
who make up the congregation of this little mission church on June
24. 'The history of the church, which was established in the early
sixties by Samuel D. Hennman, destroyed in the Sioux Outbreak, and
rebuilt in 1889, is outlined by A. A. Davidson in the Renville Star
Farmer for June 29.

The history of Morgan from the days of the red men to the estab-
lishment of modern industries was reviewed in a pageant presented
at that place on June 27 in connection with a community picnic.
An outline of the pageant, which was prepared by H. B. West, ap-
pears in the Morgan Messenger for June 22.

A facsimile reprint of volume 1, number 1 of the Duluth Kvening
Herald, a four-page sheet issued on April 9, 1883, is an interesting
feature of the fiftieth anniversary edition of the Herald, consisting of
fifty-eight pages, which appeared on April 10. The story of the
growth of the newspaper is reviewed by A. B. Kapplin, and sketches
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of some of the men whose careers are connected with its history —
such as Milie Bunnell, its founder, and Mr. A. C. Weiss, its publisher
during thirty years — are furnished. An interesting survey of other
Duluth newspapers from 1869, when the W eekly Minnesotian was
established by Dr. Thomas Foster, appears in this issue. Among the
other subjects of historical interest touched upon are the Duluth land
boom of the eighties, mail service in the fifties, the growth of the
Duluth park system from 1887, the development of the local police
and fire departments, early days in West Duluth, and the progress of
a number of local industries, such as ore shipping and the grain trade.
The elaborate illustrations in this anniversary edition include early
views of Duluth, street and water-front scenes, pictures of the build-
ings occupied by the Herald during fifty years, a group picture of the
Merritt family in 1889, and an old view of the ruins of the American
Fur Company’s trading house at Fond du Lac.

A view of Chapman Street in Ely in 1888 and a picture of the
Exchange Hotel which was built in that year are reproduced with a
brief account of the history of the hotel in the Ely Miner for May 12,

The story of the emigration of a family from Germany in 1855
and of the settlement of its members in the following year in Sibley
County, Minnesota, is revealed in a multigraphed genealogy entitled
The Altnows and Their Descendants: A Family History, by Randall
D. Altnow (1933. 31 p.). The compilation is made up of genea-
logical tables and of biographical sketches of some members of the
Altnow family. A number of these sketches touch upon Minnesota
pioneer life.

The history of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Gaylord is out-
lined in both English and German in an illustrated pamphlet issued
in 1932 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of
the congregation (20 p.). Sketches of the church, its parochial
school, and its societies are included.

A History of the Cathedral of the Holy Angels, 8t. Cloud, Min-
nesota, 1883—1933, compiled by Irene Dunn, was issued in connection
with the fiftieth anniversary of the church, which was celebrated on
June 6. From newspapers, county histories, articles about Stearns
County, and interviews, the writer has assembled information about
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the beginnings and growth of the Catholic church in St. Cloud. She
points out that the earliest of these churches was established in 1856,
by the missionary, Father Francis Pierz. The story of the church
is divided into accounts based upon the tenures of its various bishops
since 1883. A section is devoted to the cathedral school.

Local transportation is the subject of an article about the St. Cloud
Street Car Company, by Wheelock Whitney and W. N. Bethel,
which appears in the St. Cloud Sentinel for June 1. The writers
relate how the line was built in the fall of 1887 and how it began
operations with equipment that “consisted of two cars drawn by
horses.”” Reminiscences of some of the people who have been con-
nected with the company are included in the article.

Histories of the Swedish Evangelical Mission Church of St. Cloud,
which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary from June 16 to 18, appear
in the 8t. Cloud Daily Times and the St. Cloud Sentinel for June 15.
It is interesting to note that the church was organized in 1883 at
Sauk Rapids, and that for many years its activities included congre-
gations at St. Cloud, Bring’s Quarry, Waite Park, and in other
Stearns County communities.

A community as well as a church record is a History of St. Mar-
tin’s Parish, St. Martin, Minn. (34 p.), since “St. Martin is an
exclusively Catholic settlement.” ‘The pamphlet was issued in com-
memoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the parish, which was
celebrated from June 11 to 13, and it reviews the history of a Stearns
County settlement and its church center from 1858 to the present.

An unusually interesting project is a mimeographed “ History of
the Hancock Public Schools,” prepared by teachers and students to
commemorate the sixtieth anniversary in 1932 of the founding of the
school (30 p.). According to an introductory statement, the work
was started “as a history project” in the seventh and eighth grades,
and ‘' for three weeks the complete work of many classes revolved
about certain aspects of this history.” The narrative seems for the
most part to be based on manuscript records, though it is possible that
newspaper sources also were used. The history of the school from
September 9, 1872, when the Hancock School District Number 3 was
organized, is reviewed ; lists of teachers, janitors, and members of the
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school board are presented; the story of the “school plant” is out-
lined ; and “extra-curricular activities,”’ courses of study, and school
finances are discussed.

A detailed history of Read’s Landing, once an important port on
the upper Mississippi, has been ‘ compiled through the codperation
of the Woman’s Progressive Club of Reads” and published in three
installments in the W abasha County Herald-Standard of 'Wabasha
for June 8, 15, and 22. It opens with an account of the founding
of a trading post on the site by Augustin Rocque, and of the arrival
in 1847 of Charles R. Read, who purchased Rocque’s warehouse and
founded the village. Its early industrial development is described
and a list of those who advertised in the first issue of the W aumadee
Herald, the short-lived paper established in 1857, is presented. The
growth of river traffic on both the Mississippi and the Chippewa, the
beginnings of schools and churches, ‘“ pioneer justice,” the effect of
the Civil War, and the decline that began with the building of rail-
roads are among the topics covered in the narrative. It has also been
reprinted in pamphlet form under the title Read’s Landing in the
Pioneer Days (19 p.). The author is Captain Fred A. Bill of St.
Paul, the writer of many notable contributions to the history of steam-
boating in the Northwest.

Nearly a hundred and fifty descendants and relatives by marriage
of Samuel W. and Gideon H. Pond, the Minnesota missionaries,
attended a family reunion at Bloomington on June 10, The history
of this pioneer Minnesota family was reviewed in a pageant entitled
the “ Spirit of the House.” The reunion marked the ninetieth anni-
versary of the founding of the Oak Grove mission by the Pond
brothers.

The history of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Minneapolis,
which celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its founding on April 30,
is outlined in a pamphlet issued by the church (20 p.). According
to this account, the *“first regular English Lutheran service in the
great Northwest” was conducted at St. John’s Church by the Rev-
erend George H. Trabert in March, 1883.

A Dedication Souwvenir (27 p.) issued by St. Matthew’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of St. Paul upon the occasion of the
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completion of a new Sunday school building in October, 1932, in-
cludes an historical sketch of the church. The congregation was
organized in 1887 by the Reverend Edward Kaiser.

Members of the congregation of the Central Park Methodist
Episcopal Church, one of St. Paul’s earliest churches, celebrated the
eighty-fifth anniversary of its founding from May 14 to 21. Among
the features of the celebration were an exhibit of pictures and objects
connected with the history of the church; a series of reminiscent talks,
including one by Mrs, A. A. Milne of St. Paul, the daughter of
William Pitt Murray ; and a pageant entitled ““ The March of Time.”
The latter, which was presented at Harriet Island on May 18, de-
picted in six episodes the work of the Methodist missionary, Alfred
Brunson, at Kaposia, and the origin and development of the church
in St. Paul. In connection with the celebration an illustrated history
of the Central Park Church by the Reverend Earnest C. Parish, its
present pastor, was published (48 p.). In it the story of the church
in three locations—on Market Street, on Jackson Street, and at
Central Park—is traced. The account is of value not only for its
carefully assembled detail but also for the broad picture that it pre-
sents of the expansion of the activities of the church.
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