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Church of Argyle on August 30, the Assumption Catholic Church 
of Barnesville In Clay County on August 30 and 31, the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church of Bergen in McLeod County on July 16, the 
Mission Covenant Church of Braham from September 8 to 10, 
the Swedish Mission Tabernacle of Duluth from July 26 to 30, the 
Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church of Duluth from September 13 
to 17, St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Fairmont on August 27, the 
Community Methodist Church of Perham from August 18 to 20, the 
Skjeberg Lutheran Church of Telen Township in Kittson County on 
July 8 and 9, and the Spring Creek Lutheran Church in Yellow 
Medicine County on September 16 and 17; a forty-fifth anniversary, 
by the Immanuel Lutheran Church of Iron Hub In Crow Wing 
County on September 10; and a fortieth anniversary, by the Denham 
Methodist Episcopal Church In Pine County from August 3 to 6. 
Most of the celebrations here noted were described In the local press, 
and In many cases historical sketches of the churches were published. 
Of special Interest is an illustrated section devoted to " Swedish Lu­
theran History " which appears with the Waseca Journal for July 26. 
It contains much detailed historical material about the Swedish Evan­
gelical Lutheran Church of Vista, which was founded In August, 
1858, by the Reverend Eric Norelius. Another church history is that 
of the Salem Lutheran Church of Karlstad compiled by its pastor, the 
Reverend Robert W . Ericsson, which appears In the Karlstad Advo­
cate for July 28 and August 4 and calls attention to the passing of 
half a century since the church was founded. 

Extracts from what appears to be a letter book kept In 1827 by 
Colonel Josiah Snelling, for whom Fort Snelling is named, are quoted 
In the St. Paul Dispatch for September 21. The volume, which is 
described as a diary, is owned by Mrs . William Ritchie of Omaha, 
a grandniece of Snelling. 

The history of the Old Capitol, which was closed recently, was 
reviewed in a talk presented over radio station W C C O by J . P . 
McDonnell on July 27. The talk Is published in the Wright 
County Journal-Press of Buffalo for August 3. 

Brief sketches of the services of William W . Folwell, Cyrus 
Northrop, William S. Pattee, Maria Sanford, and Henry T . Eddy 
to the University of Minnesota have been published in a pamphlet 
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entitled Builders of the Name (28 p . ) . They were originally pre­
sented at a Charter Day convocation held at the university on Febru­
ary 16 (see ante, p. 231) . 

T h e Daughters of Liberty chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri­
can Revolution of Duluth have erected on the route of the old Ver­
milion trail through that city a bronze marker, which was dedicated 
on August 29. It bears the following inscription: 

Past this point ran the old Vermilion trail from Minnesota Point 
on the north shore of Lake Superior through eighty miles of unbroken 
forest to the shores of Lake Vermilion. 

This wilderness highway was laid out and built In 1865 by white 
men and Indians, under the direction of Surveyor George R. Stuntz, 
a notable pioneer of this region. Originally planned to serve the 
army of prospectors that for five years journeyed to an unprofitable 
search for gold at Lake Vermilion, it later furnished access to the 
genuine wealth of the Vermilion iron range. 

T o Identify and perpetuate this historic site, this memorial Is pre­
sented to the city of Duluth by Daughters of Liberty chapter, 
D . A . R . , 1933. 

T h e program worked out by the Minnesota State Federation of 
Labor In 1914 relating to prison labor Is discussed In some detail In 
chapter 20 of the " Legislative History " of this organization, which 
appears In Its Year Book for 1932 (see ante, 13 :444) . 

The death on September 19 of Le Grand Powers, to whom Dr . 
Folwell gave the title of Minnesota's " Apostle of Labor" in his 
History of Minnesota, Is the occasion for the publication of an edi­
torial in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of September 23. The writer 
points out that the results of Powers' work are evident in the labor 
laws both of Minnesota and of the nation. 

In an article on the " Indians of Martin, Faribault Counties," 
which appears In the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for July 8, Mr . Allen 
L. Moore expresses the belief that the " Indians who occupied the 
Mart in county area many years ago and the Indians who habitually 
camped along the Blue Earth river a few miles east were two 
different tribes." 

President Lincoln's order for the execution of thirty-eight Indians 
at New Ulm In December, 1862, is quoted and some information 
about the Sioux Outbreak Is presented in the Issue for July 10 of 
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Lincoln Lore, a bulletin published each week by the Lincoln Na­
tional Life Insurance Company at Fort Wayne, Indiana. T h e writer 
apparently saw only a facsimile of the order, and he seems to be una­
ware that the original is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

Descendants of Samuel W . and Gideon H . Pond, the Minnesota 
missionaries, have organized the Pond Family Association of Minne­
sota, which has for its objects the " fostering and promoting of Interest 
In the work and accomplishments of Samuel William Pond and 
Gideon Hollister Pond . . . and their descendants; the cultivation 
of social Intercourse among its members; [and] the collecting and 
publishing of genealogical and historical data relating to its members." 

The Reverend Joseph Buh, Father Francis Pierz, William T . 
Boutwell, Frederick Ayer, George B. Aiton, and other missionaries 
figure In a brief survey of mission activities among the Indians of 
northern Minnesota that appears in the Grand Rapids Herald-Review 
for July 19. It Is reprinted In the Duluth Free Press for August 11. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The destruction by fire of the old mill at St. Francis, which was 
built In 1887 and was last used during the World War , Is the occa­
sion for an article about its history In the Anoka Herald for July 19. 
T w o pictures of the mill accompany the article. 

The chaise used by Bishop Henry B. Whipple in his journeys as a 
missionary through frontier Minnesota has been acquired by the 
Blue Earth County Historical Society and placed in its transportation 
collection exhibited at Sibley Park, according to an announcement 
in the Mankato Free Press for July 24. Another feature of this 
museum is an exhibit of pioneer agricultural and household imple­
ments, and to this there has been added recently a plow mounted 
on wooden wheels which dates from 1885. Smaller objects owned by 
the Blue Earth County society are exhibited in the Mankato Public 
Library. There the society displays its large and valuable collection 
of Indian objects, pictures, newspapers, and objects Illustrative of 
pioneer life. 

An " Historical Narrative Contest" Is being conducted by the 
Blue Earth County Historical Society among the school children of 
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the county and statements of the rules of the contest have been made 
available to all teachers, according to Mr . Horace W . Roberts, presi­
dent. Prizes of from one to fifteen dollars are being offered for the 
fifteen " best written, most Interesting and historically valuable ac­
counts " of pioneer Incidents or experiences in Blue Earth County. 

Economic conditions In the vicinity of Mapleton and Mankato In 
the seventies and eighties are described in an Interview with Mr . 
Thomas B. Taylor of Mapleton which appears In the Blue Earth 
County Enterprise for August 25. He recalls that his father hauled 
wheat to Mankato, where he disposed of It at a mill, and he relates 
that often a line of teams " almost a mile long" would be waiting 
along the road that approached the mill. Other recollections of 
pioneer days In Mapleton are Included In Interviews with M r . Charles 
Ware, who was formerly a contractor and builder In the community; 
with William Albrecht, a local merchant who emigrated from Ger­
many and settled In southern Minnesota in 1872; and with Hiram 
B. Tenney, whose father was the first village drayman. These inter­
views appear in the Enterprise for September 1, 8, and 15. 

A History of the Christian Church, Garden City, Minnesota 
(8 p.) has been published to commemorate the seventy-fifth anni­
versary of its founding (see ante, p. 353) . 

The building of Fort Hill near Lake Hanska as a protection 
against the Indians during the Sioux War Is recalled and the remains 
of the fort are described in an Interview with Ole Synsteby, a Brown 
County pioneer, which appears in the Sleepy Eye Herald-Dispatch 
for August 10. 

A "His tory of St. John's Society," which was organized by a 
group of men from St. Mary's Parish of Sleepy Eye In June, 1883, 
Is contributed by the Reverend Francis S. Rant to the Brown County 
Journal of New Ulm for August 18. 

T h e fifth annual North Shore Historical Assembly, a joint meeting 
of the historical societies of Cook, St. Louis, and Lake counties, was 
held at Lutsen on August 21. Attention was called to the state's 
Diamond Jubilee at the afternoon session by William E. Culkin of 
Duluth, who spoke on " Minnesota's Admission to Statehood and the 
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North Shore in 1858." Other speakers at this session were M r . 
Dennis Dwan, who described the " Growth of the Postal System 
on the North Shore," and M r . John D. Jenswold, who discussed the 
" Pigeon River in Relation to the Webster-Ashburton Treaty." 
The evening program Included a report by Mrs . G. A. Wily on the 
dedication of a memorial to Father Baraga at Cross River, and an 
illustrated address by Captain James McCannel on " Early Naviga­
tion on the Great Lakes." 

At a meeting of the Cook County Historical Society held at 
Grand Marais on September 15, the following officers were elected: 
the Reverend E. F . Lindquist of Grand Marais, president; M r . W . 
E. Smith of Cross River, vice president; and Mrs . E. M . McLean 
of Grand Portage, secretary-treasurer. 

A step toward the organization of an historical society In Douglas 
County was taken at the annual meeting of the Douglas County Old 
Settlers and Pioneers Union, which was held at Alexandria on 
August 27. A committee was appointed to draw up a constitution. 

About 175 descendants of the earliest settlers of Pilot Grove 
Township in Faribault County gathered at the site of the community's 
first schoolhouse on June 8 to celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the founding of the settlement by four Scotch families from Pal­
myra, Wisconsin. The story of the little community that had Its 
beginnings on the shores of Weasel Lake In June, 1858, was reviewed 
for the gathering by the Reverend Archibald Cardie of Burlington, 
Iowa, a son of one of the original settlers. H e named the twenty-
one persons who were the " original settlers of Pilot Grove township " 
and noted that other settlers of Scotch origin arrived In the sixties, 
when, near by to the south, there grew up also an Irish settlement. 
The speaker pointed out that the Scotch settlers were characterized 
by their love for their church, their belief in education, their Industry, 
frugality, and thrift, and their sympathy for one another. 

At the second annual meeting of the Chatfield Historical Society, 
which was held on September 11, Mr . G. A. Haven was elected 
president; Mrs. G. R. Thompson, first vice president; M r . L. M . 
Thurber, second vice president; Miss Ruth Shimer, treasurer; and 
Mrs . G. H . Underleak, recording secretary. Plans were made for 
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the display in the local library of some of the pioneer objects collected 
by the society. 

The Hubert Sholaas post of the American Legion at Hoffman 
has erected a granite marker on the site of " one of the first burial 
places in Grant county " and it plans to take over the care of the old 
cemetery, which has long been neglected. T h e marker also com­
memorates the site of the county's first school and earliest church, 
according to the Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake for August 3, 
which presents brief histories of both. A list of some of the pioneers 
who are buried in the cemetery also appears In the Herald. 

The history of Wayzata and of the north shore of Lake Minne­
tonka was reviewed In a pageant presented at Wayzata on August 
4, 5, and 6 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the incorpora­
tion of the municipality. 

The passing of half a century since the village of Heron Lake was 
incorporated was appropriately celebrated by the people of the com­
munity from July 13 to 15. On " Homecoming D a y " — July 14 — 
Mr . Arthur M . Nelson of Fairmont spoke on the history of Heron 
Lake and Jackson County. His address is printed In the Heron 
Lake News for July 20. During the celebration collections of pio­
neer objects were on display In the shop windows of the village. The 
issue of the News for July 6 is a " Golden Anniversary Edition," a 
feature of which Is a facsimile of the first page of the first Issue of 
Heron Lake's earliest newspaper, the Guardian of October 1, 1880. 
It is reproduced from an Incomplete file in the possession of the Min­
nesota Historical Society. Articles on early life in the village, includ­
ing many reminiscent features, are contributed by a number of former 
residents — M r . Sam S. Haislet and M r . Carl Eastwood of Minne­
apolis, and M r . G. A. Fairfield of St. Paul. 

An unusually interesting community history is a narrative enti­
tled " Pelan of Yesterday" by Ralph Johnson, which appears In 
Installments in the Karlstad Advocate between August 11 and Octo­
ber 6. T h e writer, a resident of Pelan, prepared this history of his 
home community as a term paper In connection with a course In 
history at St. Cloud State Teachers College. His picture of the 
growth In the nineties and decline In the opening decade of the pres-
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ent century of this village on one of Minnesota's last frontiers — 
Kittson County near the international boundary — is based upon 
material gleaned from local newspapers, from old letters, and from 
interviews with pioneers. The narrative opens with an account of 
the settlers who came Into the region in the eighties and nineties, 
and of the Englishman, Charles Pelan, whose name Is commemorated 
in that of the community. The organization of the township in 
1900 and the incorporation of the village In 1903 are noted; the 
beginnings of churches, schools, and social organizations are described; 
and accounts are given of the stores and industries that developed. 
Of special Interest is an account of the stage and hotel business that 
was conducted by Andrew and Nels Olson. The writer reveals 
that a stage line between Roseau and Stephen — a distance of seventy-
five miles — did a thriving business before the days of the railroads. 
He points out that It was the coming of the railroads, two of which 
invaded Kittson County without passing through Pelan, that spelled 
the doom of the village. It " reached the climax " of Its growth In 
1903, and then gradually declined as the railroad villages of Karl­
stad and Greenbush developed. An account of social and industrial 
life In the village at the time of its greatest development is based upon 
items that appeared in the Pelan Advocate. 

An "Aultman and Taylor ten horsepower wooden wheel traction 
engine with a hand steering wheel" that was used by a threshing 
crew In Le Sueur County as early as 1882 Is described in the Man­
kato Free Press for July 24. The engine Is owned by Mr . Joseph 
T . Rynda, Jr., of Montgomery, who, according to this account, 
intends to place It in the Edison Institute at Dearborn, Michigan. 
A picture of the pioneer engine, which is said to have been manufac­
tured in 1877, accompanies the article. 

A display of objects and pictures Illustrative of Indian and pioneer 
life In Minnesota attracted considerable attention at the Lincoln 
County fair held at Tyler from August 24 to 27. 

A kerosene street lamp formerly used In Marshall, a melodeon, a 
drum used In the Civil War, a candle mold, and a hand-made butter 
churn were among the objects included in an " historical relics ex­
hibit " arranged at the Lyon County Fair early in September. 
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T h e annual summer meeting and picnic of the Mart in County 
Historical Society, which was held on August 27 near the site of old 
Cedarville, a deserted village, attracted about four thousand people. 
Attention was called to Minnesota's Diamond Jubilee by Judge 
Julius E. Haycraft, president of the society, who gave the principal 
address, taking as his topic " Minnesota's Seventy-five Years." The 
history of the Cedarville locality and of the northwest section of 
Mart in County was outlined by M r . Arthur M . Nelson, and the 
story of the English colony that was established around Fairmont In 
the seventies was recalled by one of its members, Mr . Harry M . 
Serle. 

LovrvIUe Township in Murray County Is described as the site of 
Joseph Laframboise's trading post in the thirties of the last century 
in an outline of the history of the township published in the Lake 
Wilson Pilot for July 27. According to this account the first set­
tlers, John and Bart Low, arrived in 1866; the township was organ­
ized in 1873; and the first census, which listed twelve families, was 
taken In 1875. 

T h e first installment of a history of Fort Ridgely by Fred John­
son of New Ulm appears in the Fairfax Standard for September 7. 
He opens with an account of the selecting of the site and of the 
building of the fort on the Minnesota River between 1853 and 1855. 
A detailed description of the completed fort Is included, and brief 
sketches of army officers who were stationed there from time to time 
are presented. Among them were such well-known figures as Cap­
tain N . J . T . Dana, Captain Alfred Sully, and Major Samuel Wood. 
M r . Johnson was the principal speaker at a celebration held on the 
site of Fort Ridgely on August 22 In commemoration of the eightieth 
anniversary of the founding of the fort and the seventy-fifth anni­
versary of the battle of Fort Ridgely. 

Plans for restoring old Fort Ridgely and for housing an historical 
museum within Its walls were discussed at a meeting held at the home 
of M r . L. E. Potter of Springfield on August 7, according to an 
announcement In the Mankato Free Press for August 11. 

About five hundred people attended a meeting at Worthington on 
September 10 which resulted in the organization of the Nobles 
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County Historical Society. The state historical society was repre­
sented by Its superintendent. Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, who spoke on 
local historical work in Minnesota. Among the other speakers on 
the program were Mrs. James Gardner of Kinbrae, Mrs . A. J . Rice 
of Adrian, C. R. Saxon of Indian Lake Township, and Mrs . H . J . 
Ludlow of Worthington, each of whom outlined the history of his 
own locality. The new society, which was organized with eighty-
two members, elected the following officers: Mrs . Ludlow, president; 
Mrs . E. J . Jones, vice president; and Mrs . Blanche Smallwood, 
secretary-treasurer. One of the first activities of the society was the 
arrangement of an historical exhibit at the county fair, which was 
held at Worthington on September 27 and 28. The Worthington 
Globe offered prizes for the entries that best Illustrated pioneer life, 
and It published In its issue for October 3 an account of the exhibit. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the cyclone that destroyed many of the 
buildings In Rochester on August 21, 1883, Is the occasion for the 
publication of an account of the storm and Its results in the Rochester 
Post-Bulletin for August 21. Several pictures of the disaster, from 
the collection of the Olmsted County Historical Society, accompany 
the article. 

" The Coming of Colored People " to Fergus Falls is the subject 
of an interesting article by Senator Elmer E. Adams in the Fergus 
Falls Daily Journal for September 16. He asserts that when the 
Grand Army of the Republic held its encampment at St. Paul in 
1896, real estate dealers from Fergus Falls distributed literature 
among the visitors In the hope of attracting settlers. Some of the 
leaflets were carried back to Kentucky by colored Civil W a r veterans, 
and there a colony was organized with the purpose of emigrating to 
Minnesota. Mr . Adams relates that a " great Influx of colored peo­
ple " consisting of about eighteen families arrived in Fergus Falls in 
April, 1897, and that many of the younger members of the group are 
still living in the locality. 

"Minnesota's Diamond Jubilee" was the subject of a talk given 
by George P. Gurley at a meeting of the Pipestone County Historical 
Society held at Pipestone on September 4. Other speakers included 
Colonel E. S. Wheeler of Slayton, a Pipestone County pioneer, who 
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gave a reminiscent talk on early days in the region; and Mrs . W. H . 
Anderson, who presented an obituary sketch of the late A. E. Rydell 
of Fountain Prairie. The following officers were elected for the 
coming year: Mrs . Dora Chesley, president; Miss Mary Brown, 
secretary; M r . J . E. Morgan, treasurer; and Miss Winifred Bart­
lett, historian. 

T h e Rice County Historical Society cooperated with the North-
field News In arranging an historical exhibit at the Rice County Fair, 
which was held on September 22 and 23. An enumeration of some 
of the valuable and interesting articles Included in this exhibit appears 
in the News for October 6 with the suggestion that " Northfield 
should have a museum for the collection and preservation of local 
historical objects." In an editorial about the exhibit and the Interest 
aroused by it In the community, which appears In the News for Sep­
tember 29, the paper offers to " undertake a voluntary subscription 
effort to raise a fund to start Northfield's permanent historical mu­
seum." Such a fund would be used to buy cases In which historical 
exhibits could be displayed In the library building. 

T h e program presented at the summer meeting of the Rice County 
Historical Society centered around the history of the Seabury Divinity 
School of Faribault, where the meeting was held on July 31. 
Sketches of Bishop Seabury, for whom the school was named, and 
of James Lloyd Breck, its founder, were presented by A. B. Childress 
and the Reverend V. E. Pinkham. Some " Outstanding Characters 
in Seabury's His tory" were described by H . C. Theopold, and Dr. 
Francis L. Palmer read a " Brief Outline of Seabury's History." 
T h e program commemorated the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the school as well as the conclusion of its activities, since 
it has been merged with another Episcopal theological seminary at 
Evanston, Illinois. 

T h e most spectacular event in the history of Northfield, — the 
bank raid of September 7, 1876, — is the subject of a booklet recently 
issued by the Northfield News (1933. 32 p . ) . It contains the story 
of the raid " In which a notorious gang of bandits led by Jesse James 
met their Waterloo, not at the hands of armed officers of the law, but 
of quiet, ordinary, peace-loving citizens of a little college town." 
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A brief " Historical Sketch of Northfield" Is Included In the 
pamphlet. 

An historical pageant, a parade, and exhibits of pioneer objects and 
pictures in store windows were features of a three-day celebration 
held at Hibbing from September 15 to 17 to mark the fortieth anni­
versary of the founding of the village. The event was further com­
memorated in an elaborate anniversary number issued by the Hibbing 
Daily Tribune on September 14. Herein it Is made clear that the 
story of Hibbing's origin and development is part of the larger story 
of Iron mining on the Mesabi Range. A general account of the 
exploration and development of the range is contributed to the issue 
by W . L. Taylor; William E. Culkin Is the author of a review of 
the early history of the region entitled " Hibbing under Four Flags " 
and of an account of the part played by the Merritt brothers In the 
finding of ore on the Mesabi range. The discovery of ore at the 
west end of the range in the Hibbing vicinity, the organization in 
1892 of the Lake Superior Iron Company by Frank Hibbing, the 
latter's career, the land boom of the nineties, and the surveys made 
by George R. Stuntz and John Longyear are the subjects of other 
sketches that center around the story of Iron. Another industry that 
claims some attention Is lumbering; an article on this subject Is ac­
companied by an excellent view of a lumber camp. The Issue Is 
notable for the amount of space that Is devoted to social history. 
Forms of entertainment enjoyed by the earliest settlers are described 
by Eula B. Oliver; music, drama, and the motion picture are given 
considerable attention; the development of local sports is reviewed by 
Clarence T . Smith; early doctors and hospitals, fraternal organiza­
tions, and the public library are the subjects of articles. Arthur 
Silliman contributes a general survey of the community's church his­
tory; the story of "Ear ly Education" is reviewed by Mrs . Susan 
Gandsey, the first teacher In Hibbing. Accounts of the local fire 
department, police force, and park system are Included; and the or­
ganization of the village government Is described. The part played 
by the people of Hibbing In the World W a r is recalled by John 
Say lor. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the forest fire that swept over 
Chisholm on September 5, 1908, and of the rebuilding of the village 
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was commemorated on September 3, 4, and 5. A program presented 
on the last day Included talks on the fire by Edward Freeman of 
Virginia and by Mrs . G. L. Train of Chisholm, and an address 
entitled "P ioneers" by Martin Hughes of Hibbing. A bronze 
plaque commemorating the fire and honoring the pioneers who rebuilt 
the village was unveiled. 

Merchandising methods and economic conditions on the Minne­
sota frontier of the seventies are vivdly recalled by J. E. Townsend 
In an account of the " Store Business as Carried on in Belle Plaine 63 
Years Ago," which appears in the Belle Plaine Herald for September 
7, 14, and 21 . M r . Townsend became a clerk In the store of 
Thomas Jordan at Belle Plaine In 1870. He tells what the farmers 
of that day received for eggs, butter, pork, and other produce; he 
describes the methods used In counting and packing eggs; he relates 
that " butter was brought In by the women in fancy one-pound 
p r in t s " ; he tells about Jordan's activities in handling cordwood, 
farm machinery, dry goods, and groceries. The duties of a clerk in 
1870 also are described by M r . Townsend, who relates that he re­
ceived a salary of twenty-five dollars a month. The writer of an 
editorial In the St. Paul Pioneer Press for September 11 comments 
on these reminiscences, remarking that they are " emphatic reminders " 
of the fact that the marketing of " farm products has undergone a 
great transformation In 60 years." 
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