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speaker described the settlement of the Minnesota Valley by " groups 
of resolute men and women in search of new homes " who remained 
in this " land of promise " only to become involved in the nation's 
worst Indian outbreak. 

A pageant depicting the growth of religious education in Minne­
sota was presented on October 20 in St. Paul by the Minnesota Coun­
cil of Religious Education to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
its organization. Among the pioneer religious workers whose careers 
were pictured were Father Lucien Galtier, Ezekiel G. Gear, Bishop 
Henry B. Whipple, Edward D. Neill, Harriet Bishop, and Eric 
Norelius. 

A history of the Minneapolis branch of the Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by Effie G. 
Lindsay, has been published under the title Fifty Eventful Years, 
1883-1933 (96 p . ) . Brief accounts of other branches established 
before 1883 in Minnesota and the Dakotas are included in the pam­
phlet. 

Experiences as a pioneer surveyor and civil engineer, related " with 
the aid of his diary " by William H . Wood of St. Paul, have been 
recorded by Paul W . Presbrey for the St. Paul Daily News, where 
they appear as a series of articles from October 13 to 18. Mr . Wood 
came to St. Paul in 1857, when his father opened an office there for 
the surveyor general. Conditions in the pioneer city are recalled by 
Mr . Wood, who tells of surveying trips in northern and western 
Minnesota in the sixties, and relates stories of trips in the following 
decade to the Yellowstone country and the Black Hills. 

Captain Fred A. Bill describes his first trip into Minnesota in the 
Winona Republican-Herald for October 12. He tells of a journey 
by ferry, wagon, and steamboat from La Crosse to Read's Landing, 
where his family settled in 1867. 

The history of " Steamboating on the Minnesota " was reviewed 
by Judge Thomas Hughes in an address before members of the Blue 
Earth County Historical Society at Mankato on December 20. An 
outline of the address and a picture of the steamboat " Favorite " at 



1934 GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 131 

the Mankato levee in 1862 appear in the Mankato Free Press for 
December 21 . 

Experiences in the Minneapolis flour mills of the early seventies 
are described in one chapter of the interesring autobiography of Dr. 
Franklin H . Marrin, which has been published under the title The 
Joy of Living (New York, 1933. 2 vols.). In 1872 Dr. Marrin, 
then a boy of fifteen, went to Minneapolis to work for his uncle, 
Adolphus Guilder, an inventor and manufacturer of milling ma­
chinery. In a later chapter the writer, a well-known surgeon, tells 
of his contacts with the Mayo brothers and their clinic. 

St. Paul's first Thanksgiving, which was celebrated on December 
26, 1850, is the subject of an arricle by Rose McKee in the St. Paul 
Daily News for November 12. The writer stresses the lack of 
" turkey and fixings " for the pioneer festival, tells of Governor Ram­
sey's proclamation, and quotes from the Thanksgiving sermon 
preached by the Reverend Edward D. Neill. 

Technical geological discussions of " Duluth Rocks and Struc­
t u r e " by F . F . Grout, the "Cuyuna Iron-Ore Distr ict" by Carl 
Zapffe, and the Mesabi Range by J. W . Gruner are included in a 
pamphlet entitled Lake Superior Region, prepared under the direc­
tion of W . O. Hotchkiss (Washington, 1933. 101 p . ) . It is pub­
lished as Guidebook 27, Excursion C-4, of the sixteenth session of the 
International Geological Congress. 

The old Grand Portage trail between the village on Lake Superior 
and the site of Fort Charlotte on the Pigeon River has been cleared 
of brush by Indian workers under the Emergency Conservation Work 
program. Many evidences of use in the past were found along the 
nine-mile trail and at the fort site. Among them were rusty gun 
barrels, knives, bits of china, and pieces of clay pipes. These were 
turned over to the Cook County Historical Society. 

Much material about the forest fires that swept over northeastern 
Minnesota in October, 1918, is included in a Hearing that took place 
before the United States Senate committee on claims on December 21, 
1932, on a bill for the Relief of Certain Claimants Who Suffered 
Loss by Fire in Minnesota during October, 1918 (1933. 145 p . ) . 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Members of the Aitkin Volunteer Fire Department celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the department on October 
19. A brief history of the organization appears in the Aitkin Repub­
lican for October 19. 

A wealth of material about the history of Beltrami County, one 
of the most recently settled districts in Minnesota, has been appearing 
in the Bemidji Daily Pioneer. Since September 6 this paper has 
published with some regularity histories of individual townships, 
reminiscences of pioneers, and similar material. As much of the 
history of Beltrami County is within the memory of those now living 
in the region, interviews with pioneers have been used largely in 
gathering the material for these sketches, although obviously county 
and township records also have been consulted. In most cases an 
account of the earliest settlement of a township or district is given, 
the origin of its name is explained, facts about its social growth are 
presented, and, in the case of townships, the story of organization is 
given and the earliest officers are listed. I t is interesting to note 
that most of these northern townships were organized between 1900 
and 1919, and that in at least one — Yale — the township organiza­
tion has recently been discontinued because of lack of population. 
Among the local historical sketches are accounts of the Battle River 
district, organized as the townships of Battle and Woodrow, October 
5 ; the village of Kelliher, October 11 ; the Moose River district, 
October 24 ; and of the townships of Summit, September 6 ; Shotley, 
September 25 and October 17; Nebish, October 26; Yale, October 
3 1 ; Alaska, November 8; Eland, November 10; Birch Island, No­
vember 16; Brook Lake, November 24; Steenerson, December 7 ; Ten 
Lakes, December 11 ; Jones, December 16; Konig, December 27 ; and 
Minnie, December 29. Several articles of interest for the county 
as a whole also are included. Beltrami's account of his visit to Lake 
Julia, which is within the county, is quoted in the issue for December 
6 ; a description of the "Firs t Beltrami County Records," which 
date from 1894, and of the early activities of the county board as 
revealed by these records appears on November 17; and some addi­
tional information about the first county board by one of its members, 
J. P . Nygaard of Halstad, is published on November 28. Most of 
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these articles appear also in the Bemidji Sentinel, a weekly newspaper, 
which includes in its issue for December 8 one additional sketch — 
a history of Durand Township. Since no history of Beltrami County 
has previously been published, this series of articles is of great interest 
and value to the student of local history in northern Minnesota. 

The old Dutch windmill located near Minnesota Lake is the 
subject of an article, which closes with an appeal for its restoration, 
by Mary Hotaling Dobbs in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of 
Mapleton for November 17. This "Haunted Windmi l l " also is 
described by Mrs . Paul J. Leach in a note published ante, 12:65-67. 

The wrecking of the Mapleton House, a hotel opened at Maple­
ton in 1903, is the occasion for the publication of a sketch of its 
history in the Blue Earth County Enterprise for October 13. Some 
information about the Traver House, an earlier hotel, also is pre­
sented. Pictures of both hotels accompany the article. 

Recollections of the battle of New Ulm by Gottlieb Oswald, a 
pioneer resident of the community, appear in the New Ulm Review 
for October 19. The alarm that accompanied the beginning of the 
Indian outbreak, the rush of farmers into the settlement at New 
Ulm, and the excitement of the battle are vividly described by this 
survivor of the Sioux W a r . 

The development of Moose Lake from a stage line station to a 
modern village is described in an article in the Star Gazette of Moose 
Lake for December 7. It includes accounts of the industries, schools, 
churches, and professions that grew up in the vicinity after the com­
pletion of a railroad between Duluth and the Twin Cities in 1872. 
The incorporation of the village in 1899 and the beginning of village 
government also are noted. 

A detailed picture of frontier life in Carver County is presented 
in an interview with Mrs . Henry Aspden of Chanhassen which ap­
pears in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for November 16 and 
23. Mrs . Aspden's father, Abel Wood, emigrated from Massa­
chusetts to the Minnesota Valley in 1854 after reading In an eastern 
newspaper a series of letters describing the new country. His family 
followed the next year, and Mrs . Aspden describes the long journey 
westward by railroad to Galena, thence by Mississippi and Minne-
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sota river steamboats to a point near Chaska, and finally by ox team 
to a farm home near Excelsior. How these New Englanders lived 
in a crude log cabin with home-made furniture, what they ate, and 
how they provided for themselves entertainment and social activity 
are recalled by Mrs. Aspden. 

The history of the Moorhead Daily News is reviewed in its 
" Golden Jubilee Edition," issued on November 21 to commemorate 
the passing of fifty years since the first number was published by 
George N. Lamphere on April 4, 1883. Attention is called to some 
earlier newspapers published at Moorhead, notably the Red River 
Star estabHshed in 1872. A number of articles are devoted to the 
early history of the city. Accounts are included of the " land rush " 
that " accompanied effort to locate Moorhead's town s i te" at the 
point where the Northern Pacific railroad would cross the Red River 
in 1871; of the boom of 1881-82, when more than two million dol­
lars' worth of real estate changed hands in the community; and of 
the effect of Red River Valley wheat-raising upon the growth of 
Moorhead. The career of H . A. Bruns, who introduced seed wheat 
in 1872 and who established the first flour mill at Moorhead in 1874, 
is described by Donald Bird. The public schools, the local state 
teachers college, and Concordia College are the subjects of historical 
sketches. Of special interest is an account of the Bishop Whipple 
School, which in 1882 was housed in a building erected at a cost of 
sixteen thousand dollars, with accommodations for sixty boarding 
pupils and forty day scholars. Some interesting articles on early 
social and cultural life and on sports and athletics are included. The 
News acknowledges its indebtedness to M r . Morris Fredericks, who, 
while a student at Concordia College, prepared a paper on " Moor­
head in the Eighties." A copy of this, deposited by the author in the 
local public library, was used in preparing much of the historical 
material for the jubilee edition of the News. 

A joint meeting of the historical society and old settlers' association 
of Cottonwood County was held at Windom on October 14. M r . I. 
I. Bargen of Mountain Lake and Mr . Clark Wood of Heron Lake 
gave reminiscent talks describing pioneer life in the county. 

Life in a frontier Minnesota village—Mantorville in Dodge 
County — in 1857 and 1858 is pictured by Claude C. Lammers of 
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Grand Marais in an historical narrative which appears in installments 
in the Mantorville Express from November 16 to January 11. It is 
based chiefly, according to the author, upon items gleaned from the 
Express for the two years in question, for this is one of the few Min­
nesota newspapers that can boast of continuous publication since the 
territorial period. M r . Lammers' narrative, prepared originally in 
connection with a course in Minnesota history at the University of 
Minnesota, illustrates effectively the historical possibilities that are 
afforded in a broad study of one community. The writer reveals 
that by 1857 Mantorville boasted a population of about five hundred; 
that it had a newspaper, churches, and a school; that it had developed 
a social and cultural atmosphere of its own. " The heritage of early 
Mantorville had the distinct stamp of New England upon it," he 
writes. Manifestations of puritanism, such as a temperance organi­
zation, and the existence of an active lyceum are among the " evi­
dences of the New England heritage " cited by the author. Social 
activities such as dances and sleigh rides, theatrical attractions, and an 
agricultural fair are described. The writer points out that " the 
preservation of law and order in Mantorville does not seem to have 
been a major problem," for when a criminal was arrested in the com­
munity he " was tied to a post under the school building " because 
there was no jail. The economic development of the pioneer village 
and the effect of the panic of 1857 on its growth are described in the 
later installments. M r . Lammers' study is well worthy of publica­
tion in book or pamphlet form. 

The organization of a Douglas County Historical Society was 
effected at Alexandria on November 20, and M r . Constant Larson, 
long an assiduous student of Douglas County history, was elected to 
serve as its first president. M r . Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent 
of the Minnesota Historical Society, attended the organization meet­
ing and on the same day gave a lecture on the " Lure of State and 
Local History " to an audience of some twelve hundred people. The 
lecture was sponsored by the Woman's Club of Alexandria in observ­
ance of the diamond jubilee of the city and the state. 

A group of pictures of early Alexandria published in the Alexan­
dria Citizen-News for November 16, includes one of a stagecoach 
that carried mail and passengers between St. Cloud and Alexandria 
in 1876. 
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Some notes written in 1867 about the early history of Chatfield by 
Elder Edward Ely have been pubHshed from a manuscript in the 
possession of M r . Orrin F . Smith of Winona in the Chatfield News 
for November 30. T h e founding of Chatfield in 1853, its early set­
tlement by people from Winona, and the attempt to make it the 
county seat are discussed by Ely. 

A local historical museum is being planned by the Union Prairie 
Lutheran Church in Fillmore County. A log cabin built seventy-
five years ago has been acquired and removed to the church grounds, 
where it will be used to house a collection of pioneer objects assembled 
by the parishioners. 

An interesting and valuable chapter in the social history of southern 
Minnesota is Judge J. F . D . Meighen's review of " Masonry in Free­
born Co.," which appears in the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea for 
December 22. He traces the history of Western Star Lodge No. 26 
of Albert Lea from the first meeting, which was held on November 
14, 1857, and asserts that it is still working under a charter granted 
on October 27, 1858. Some information is given about the pioneers 
who organized the lodge, including George S. Ruble and A. W . 
White. The narrative is based largely upon the records of the 
lodge, which, according to Judge Meighen, are complete from the 
first meeting. He points out that " much of the history of Albert 
Lea may be read between the lines of these records." T h e Tribune 
for December 13 publishes a reminiscent article by Walter S. Schnei­
der, In which he describes a colony made up of Germans from the 
Valdeck district who settled near Albert Lea In the late fifties. 

" Early Days in and Around H a d e r " were described by J. M . 
Hjermstad in a talk before members of the Goodhue County His­
torical Society at Red Wing on November 6. Mr . C. A. Rasmussen 
was reelected president of the society. 

A joint resolution Introduced in the Minnesota senate on January 
3 provides " for the designation of the 9th day of July, 1935, as a 
Lac Qui Parle Indian Mission Day; for the observance and com­
memoration of the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Lac 
Qui Parle Indian Mission; and the appointment of a commission to 
be known as ' T h e Lac Qui Parle Indian Mission Centennial Com-
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A " Minnesota Jubilee Pageant" sponsored by the Warren Wom­
an's Club was presented at Warren on October 27. The episodes, 
some of virhlch were based upon local history, were arranged by Mrs . 
A. A. Trost . 

T h e Marshall County Historical Society was organized at a meet­
ing held at Warren on October 31 . T h e following officers were 
elected: Judge Bernard B. Brett of Warren, president; Mr . Nels 
Malm of Big Woods, vice president; Mrs . Synneva Strunk of War­
ren, secretary; and Mrs . H . I. Yetter of Stephen, treasurer. At a 
meeting of the society held at Warren on December 8 a correspond­
ing secretary was elected for each township In the county and a com­
mittee was appointed to supervise a local history essay contest in the 
Marshall County schools. These developments point to a deepening 
historical interest in northwestern Minnesota. The Marshall County 
society gives promise of being an active and influential agent for the 
promotion of historical work. 

An appeal for the restoration of " Historic Fort Ridgely " is made 
In a feature article In the Minneapolis Journal for October 22 by 
Bess M . Wilson, who tells of the work toward this goal that Is being 
done by M r . Fred W . Johnson of New Ulm. A history of the fort 
prepared by M r . Johnson (see ante, 14:459) Is quoted extensively. 
Views of the fort and of its ruins and portraits of a number of char­
acters connected with its history, including Captain N . J . T . Dana 
and Dr . and Mrs . Alfred Mueller, appear with the article. 

Wi th the cooperation of the Civil Works Administration a large 
room in the basement of the courthouse at Fergus Falls has been pre­
pared for the use of the Otter Tai l County Historical Society. Plans 
are under way for equipping it as a museum. 

A talk prepared by Mrs . F . R. Leslie for presentation before the 
White Bear Woman's Club on the " History of White Bear Library " 
is published in the White Bear Press for December 8. She tells of 
the reading rooms opened in the village of the seventies, of the estab­
lishment of a library by the village council In 1889, and of Its later 
growth and service to the community. The first installment of a 
record of fires that occurred In White Bear between 1895 and 1905, 
kept by the late Daniel Ivett of the local fire department, appears 
in the Press for December 15. His manuscript records, now in the 
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possession of his widow, reveal that in May, 1895, the village of 
White Bear purchased a fire engine. Ivett's reports of the fires that 
followed this event, however, show that usually the houses " burned 
down," either because the "engine did not w o r k " or because there 
was " no water supply." 

Professor C. A. Duniway of Carleton College was reelected 
president of the Rice County Historical Society at a meeting held at 
Faribault on November 13. Other officers include Mrs . Howard 
Bratton, vice president; M r . H . L. Buck, secretary; and M r . A. R. 
Leach, treasurer. An address on "Faribault In the Fifties" was 
presented by Mrs. Mary Holway. 

Virginia was the scene of a meeting on October 27 of the St. Louis 
County Historical Society, at which papers were presented on " St. 
Louis County In History " by William E. Culkin, on " Reminiscences 
of Virginia " by M r . Lafayette BHss, on " Altitudes and Descriptions 
of the Peaks Adjacent to Virginia" by A. F . Benson, and on " T h e 
Iron Ore Discoveries of the Vermilion and Missabe Ranges" by 
Paul F. Chamberlain. A program presented at Duluth by the same 
organization on November 30 Included an account by John Fritzen, 
a state forest ranger, of " Tracing the Grand Portage along the 
Dalles from Fond du Lac to the St. Louis River near Scanlon " ; a 
paper by George H. Primmer of the Duluth State Teachers College 
on the " Influence of the Location of Duluth " ; and a description of 
"A Visit to Some of Duluth's Memorials " by Patricia Hodgson of 
the Washington Junior High School of Duluth. The latter paper is 
published, with pictures of some of the memorials described, in the 
Duluth News-Tribune for December 31. At the annual business 
meeting of the society, which was held at Duluth on November 6, 
M r . Culkin, its president, presented his annual report. He described 
the work of the society during the past year, gave accounts of the 
meetings It has held, listed the additions to Its collections, and pointed 
out that at the end of its eleventh year the society had 198 members. 

M r . J . E. Townsend, whose account of the pioneer "store busi­
ness" at Belle Plaine is noted ante, 14:463, continues to supply the 
Belle Plaine Herald with sketches of early industries In that locality. 
Among the industries that he recalls are flour milling, November 2 3 ; 
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lumber milling, November 30 ; the manufacture of barrel staves and 
heading blocks, December 7 ; brickmaking, December 13; and early 
breweries, December 28. 

" T o portray, accurately. Saint Cloud as it was In the year 1858" 
was the object of Gertrude B. Gove in writing a detailed " History of 
St. Cloud " which appears In the St. Cloud Daily Times and Daily 
Journal-Press from November 28 to December 8. The first half of 
the narrative Is devoted to accounts of the founding and growth 
between 1853 and 1858 of three separate settlements — the upper, 
middle, and lower towns — which eventually were welded into the 
city of St. Cloud. The first, founded by General Sylvanus B. Lowry, 
was peopled by slave-holding Southerners; the second, established by 
John L. Wilson of Maine, was settled chiefly by German Catholics; 
the third, founded by a New Yorker, George F. Brott, developed as 
a free Yankee community. How a common government and the 
problems of the frontier united the three groups Is explained in the 
second half of the narrative. Miss Gove has used a great variety 
of sources in the preparation of this history. Newspapers, letters, 
secondary sources, interviews, periodicals, and the like are listed In 
her bibliography and cited in her annotations. An interesting map 
of St. Cloud, which shows the three sections of the pioneer city and 
locates streets and buildings, appears with the opening installment. 
The author, who is an Instructor In the Technical High School of 
St. Cloud, has made a worthy contribution to the history of the 
locality In which she is teaching. In doing so she has doubtless added 
to the Interest and vitality of the history work In her school. 

An interesting view of Sauk Center drawn by W . J. Whitefield 
in 1868 Is reproduced in the Sauk Centre Herald for December 28. 
A lithograph was made from the original drawing and a contemporary 
newspaper published the prediction that " not a little will It have to do 
with the bringing of capital and settlers Into our region." 

An editorial in the Long Prairie Leader for November 16 calls 
attention to the paper's fiftieth anniversary and briefly reviews its 
history. In another section of the paper the first issue, which ap­
peared on November 14, 1883, is described and many items from It 
are reprinted. 
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The October issue of the Bulletin of the Minnesota Federation 
of Architectural and Engineering Societies is an "Anniversary Edi­
tion," commemorating the passing of fifty years since the Engi­
neers' Society of St. Paul and the Engineers' Club of Minneapolis 
were founded. Histories of both organizations are included — that 
of the St. Paul society Is the work of Fred J . Williams; the review 
of the MinneapoHs club Is contributed by E. S. Macgowan. His­
torical reviews of a number of Twin City engineering projects appear 
in this Issue of the Bulletin. There are accounts of the " Street 
Railway History " of both cities; each is accompanied by a map show­
ing the course of the first street car line in the city. " Minnesota 
Railroads of 1883 " are described by Henry K. Dougan, who includes 
such Interesting bits of information as the amount of wages received 
by engineers, firemen, conductors, and brakemen in the eighties. 
L. N . Thompson reviews " Fifty Years' Progress In Water Works 
in City of St. P a u l " ; M . S. Grytbak describes " St. Paul Bridges 
Fifty Years Ago." In brief articles by E. A. Goetz and Fred 
Crosby, attention is called to the golden anniversaries of two St. Paul 
manufacturing concerns, the St. Paul Foundry Company and the 
American Hoist and Derrick Company. An Interesting picture of 
conditions In St. Paul In 1883 is presented by George H. Herrold In 
an article entitled " Building a City." A series of graphs showing 
" Fifty Years of Progress " in the engineering college of the Univer­
sity of Minnesota, iron ore shipments from the state, and the use of 
telephones, electricity, gas, railroads, street railways, and other public 
utilities is included in the Bulletin. 

Recollections of pioneer St. Anthony and early Minneapolis are 
presented by Mrs . Mary A. K. Merrill in a pamphlet entitled 
Memory (1933. 20 p . ) . Her parents, M r . and Mrs . Henry C. 
Keith, settled In St. Anthony in 1853, and the author recalls many 
incidents connected with frontier life there. 

T h e history of the Child Psychology Study Circle of St. Paul 
during the past ten years is reviewed in its Year Book for 1933-34 
by Walter S. Ryder. 

Members of the St. Paul Turnverein celebrated the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of its organization with a two-day program of gymnastics 
on November 18 and 19. 
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