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Church of Albert Lea, February 14 to 18; fiftieth anniversaries 
marked by the Temple Baptist Church of Duluth, March 21 to 25, 
and St. Michael's Catholic Church of Madison, March 18 to 25 ; a 
forty-fifth anniversary celebrated by the Union Congregational Church 
of Winthrop, February 24 ; and a twenty-fifth anniversary commemo­
rated by the Fairfax Methodist Episcopal Church, March 18. 

A section on Minnesota in which attention is given to the " pro­
visions of the Minnesota State Constitution governing the creation 
and payment of State debt" and to the " debt history " of the state 
is included in the second edition of William L. Raymond's State and 
Municipal Bonds (Boston, 1932. 397 p . ) . T h e writer mentions 
the railroad bonds issued soon after the admission of the state, the 
soldiers' bonus of 1919, and the bonds issued to finance the state 
highway system created in 1920. 

The part played by the Minnesota Grange in the founding of the 
school of agriculture of the University of Minnesota in 1888 is 
pointed out in an article calling attention to the forty-fifth anni­
versary of the school in the Minneapolis Journal for March 18. 
Portraits of some of the founders and a picture of the first building 
erected on the tmiversity farm campus accompany the article. 

A brief historical sketch of the Minnesota Federation of Women's 
Clubs by Mrs . J . W . Murdock appears in the Minnesota Clubwoman 
for January-February. Attention is called to the formation of the 
first women's club in the state at Austin in 1869, to the federation 
of the various Minnesota clubs in 1895, and to the work of such 
leaders as Margaret E. Huntington and Isabel D. Higbee. 

A list of " Minnesota Authors " has been compiled by the library 
division of the state department of education and issued in multi­
graphed form (1934. 10 p . ) . "Wr i te r s either born in Minnesota 
or identified with the state " and their works are included in the list. 

A biographical sketch of the late William Albert McGonagle of 
Duluth by Hebert A. Hul l appears in Americana for January. It is 
accompanied by an excellent portrait of McGonagle. I t will be re­
called that another sketch of McGonagle, who was a member of the 
executive council of the Minnesota Historical Society from 1918 
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until his death in 1930, appears in M I N N E S O T A HISTORY for Decem­
ber, 1930 {ante, 11 : 413-420) . The author is M r . William E. 
Culkin of Duluth. 

The biographical sketch of Dillon O'Brien by Thomas D. O'Brien 
that appeared in the October issue of Acta et Dicta (see ante, p. 105) 
has been reprinted in the form of a Httle book (40 p . ) . I t is illus­
trated with a portrait of Dillon O'Brien made about 1877. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A talk on " Early Lumbering in Minnesota" with emphasis on 
the development of the lumber industry at Anoka was presented by 
Miss Agnes M . Larson of St. Olaf College, Northfield, at a meeting 
of the Philolectian Club of Anoka on March 2. The text of the 
talk appears in the Anoka Herald for March 7. 

The preface supplied by John J. Lee, Jr. , for a collection of 
poetry written in Norwegian by his father, the late J . J . Lee, Sr., 
and published some years after his death in a pamphlet entitled In 
Memoriam (Lake Park, 1932. 62 p.) pictures the Becker County 
farm where the elder Lee settled in the early seventies. He relates 
that " In the spring of 1872, less than ten years after the Indian up­
rising at New Ulm, there was an ' Indian scare' at Lake Park, and 
two forts were built. One fort was built of ties on the hill south 
of Lake Park, the other was built four miles farther south, and was 
made of logs." 

A history of Frohn Township which appears in the Bemidji 
Sentinel for February 9 should be added to the list of Beltrami 
County township histories noted ante, p. 132. In the same issue of 
the Sentinel is an account of Indian mounds that were to be seen in 
and around Bemidji in the early days of the settlement. They are 
described by E. H . Jerrard of Garfield, Colorado, who was a pioneer 
resident of Bemidji. 

Winners in the historical narrative contest conducted by the Blue 
Earth County Historical Society (see ante, 14: 454) are announced 
in the Mankato Free Press for March 23. Ninety-five essays were 
submitted in the contest, which was open to all pupils in grades four 
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to eight of the public and parochial schools of the county. The first 
prize of fifteen dollars was awarded to Roberta Warnke of Maple­
ton; the second prize of ten dollars went to Phyllis Bates of Man­
kato; and prizes of five dollars each were received by James Mullen 
of Madison Lake, Ralph Nebergall of Mapleton, and Catherine 
Jones of Lake Crystal. 

The history of " Carver County up through the Years" is sur­
veyed by James Faber in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for 
February 15. T h e Indians, exploration, missions, settlement by 
Germans and Scandinavians, and governmental organization are 
among the subjects included in the outline. 

Special attention is given to the activities of the Cottonwood 
County commissioners of the early seventies in a history of the county 
by Gertrude B. Gove which appears in the Windom Reporter for 
January 5, 12, and 19. The organization of townships seems to 
have claimed much of the commissioners' time. The building of a 
railroad through the county, the establishment of the county seat at 
Windom, the building of roads, and the grasshopper plague are other 
subjects that receive attention. Among the sources used by Miss 
Gove in the preparation of her narrative were newspaper files, the 
manuscript minutes of the county commissioners, and interviews with 
pioneers. 

At the annual meeting of the Crow Wing County Historical 
Society, which was held at Brainerd on March 13, W . H. Gemmell 
was elected president; the Reverend O. L. Bolstad, vice president; 
Mrs. J. M . Hayes, treasurer; Mrs . J . G. Heald, secretary; and 
Judge L. B. Kinder, historian. 

The issue of the Dakota County Tribune of Farmington for 
March 9 is a golden anniversary number, commemorating the pass­
ing of a half century since the paper was established by C. P. Car­
penter. The history of the Tribune, its editors and the changes in 
equipment that have been made with the passing years, is reviewed 
by Ham Clay, Sr., who also tells something of the papers that were 
published at Farmington before 1884. These include the Telegraph, 
the Press, the Reporter, and the Journal. Other articles deal with 
Farmington's railroad history; the local fire department and the fire 
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that destroyed much of the business section in 1879; the Farmington 
schools, including a Hst of high-school graduates since 1884; the 
Dakota County Agricultural Society and the fairs that it has con­
ducted since 1858 at Nininger, Hastings, and Farmington; the work 
of the county agents, which has been in progress since 1914; local 
churches; and lodges and other organizations. Several sheets are 
devoted to brief sketches of " Farmington's Business and Professional 
Firms." Among the illustrations are several views of Farmington in 
1867, pictures of early school buildings, and portraits of pioneers. 

The history of the grocery firm established at Hastings in 1882 
by J . P . and C. A. Hanson is reviewed in the Hastings Gazette for 
February 2 in commemoration of the fifty-second anniversary of the 
business. Conditions under which the grocery business was con­
ducted in the eighties, when " farmers came from miles around to do 
their trading and purchased supplies enough . . . to last them sev­
eral months " are described in some detail, and biographical informa­
tion about the owners of the firm is included. 

" Pioneer Days in Vernon Township," Dodge County, are de­
scribed by George Gilbertson in a series of reminiscent articles, the 
first of which appears in the Hayfield Herald for March 15. He 
tells of the arrival of his family in the township in 1868 and of the 
home that was established there. 

T h e first meeting of the Douglas County Historical Society, 
which was organized in November, was held at Alexandria on Janu­
ary 21. A constitution was adopted, and plans were made for 
monthly meetings and for a museum. Extracts from Myron Colo-
ney's narrative poem Manomin, which relates to the early history of 
Douglas County, were read by Miss Lorayne Larson. 

T h e early history of Alexandria was the subject for discussion at 
a meeting of the local Woman's Club on January 29. Mrs . J . A. 
Wedum presented a paper on pioneer business and early organiza­
tions in Alexandria, and Mrs . O. J. Robards spoke on some " Cul­
tural Aspects of Early Alexandria." 

The history of the municipal lighting plant at Alexandria was 
presented by M r . Rudolph Swore at a meeting of the local Kiwanis 
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Club on January 22. A resume of the talk appears in the Alexandria 
Citizen-News for January 25. 

A recently issued book of special interest in the field of local history 
is a History of the City of Red Wing, Minnesota, by C. A. Rasmus­
sen, president of the Goodhue County Historical Society (Red Wing, 
1933. 296 p . ) . In its first forty pages much useful information 
has been brought together on such topics as the geological background, 
the coming of the first white men, the Indians of Red Wing, Chiefs 
Red Wing and Wakute, old trails, the work of the pioneer mis­
sionaries, and the story of the half-breed tract. All this material 
serves as an introduction to the main body of the book, which consists 
of an elaborate Red Wing chronology. The arrangement is by years. 
Starting with 1853, the author has a section for every year in the 
history of Red Wing up to and including 1932. In each section he 
includes a series of items of miscellaneous information, a paragraph 
to each item. For every ten years a more general caption is employed, 
emphasizing the dominant interest of the decade. The fifties were 
the decade of the pioneers. Thereafter the decades are designated 
under the heads, respectively, of the Civil War , the great wheat mar­
ket, railroad expansion, civil works, industrial growth, industrial ex­
pansion, and post war. One could wish that the author had added, 
under each of these captions, a brief historical essay bringing out 
the interrelations of his specific facts and interpreting the meanings of 
the changes that are chronicled. In order to illustrate the author's 
method, it may be noted that for the year 1854 he has included some 
fifteen or more items: a statement that the first boat arrived early 
in April, the names of some of the people who settled at Red Wing 
during the year, a mention of the coming of the first milliner and of 
the erection of a number of private houses, an anecdote illustrating 
the " rush of immigrants," a statement about the arrival of Dr . Isaac 
H. Harriott, an account of the first election, an allusion to a county 
seat war, a list of county officers appointed by the governor, informa­
tion about the first courthouse, a note on the arrival of Professor 
Jabez Brooks and on the chartering of Hamline University, a men­
tion of the organization of the Goodhue County Bible Society and of 
"School District No. 1," a report on the first election of county offi­
cers, an account of the first burial, and some reminiscences by a pio­
neer telling of the appearance of the city in 1854. It is evident that 
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the author has used newspapers, local reminiscences, and a variety of 
other records in compiling his material, though he does not give cita­
tions to precise sources. The book bears witness to the work, interest, 
and care that he has put into its preparation. He has contented him­
self with presenting his material in the form of a chronicle, an an­
tiquarian compilation, letting each item under its particular year speak 
for itself. For any year one may find assembled various bits of useful 
and interesting information relating to events and personalities of that 
particular period in Red Wing's history. 

In a word, the author has not attempted to write a unified history, 
to weave his material into a connected narrative. His captions for 
decades suggest, however, his awareness of the larger forces and ten­
dencies that operated in the development of the community. As one 
passes over the miscellaneous items that he presents, year by year for 
more than three-quarters of a century, one gradually builds up a pic­
ture of a middle-western community passing through one stage after 
another in its progress from the pioneering epoch to the present. The 
author emphasizes in his preface the need of a careful record. Lack­
ing such a record, history, he beHeves, is in danger of " becoming a 
jumble of uncertain traditions." Accuracy is needed because under­
standing of the past is vital. " The past," according to M r . Ras­
mussen, " is not dead. It is a portion of the present. What we 
know today is built on the record of the experiences of those who 
have gone before us and our own memories and experiences of years 
which have passed. When we recognize this fact, our usefulness is 
increased immeasurably." At the end of the volume the author 
brings together considerable information on miscellaneous topics re­
lating to Red Wing in recent years and at the present time, and there 
is a section of biographical sketches and notices. The biographies 
are indexed, but the book lacks a general index. A detailed analytical 
index would have served an exceedingly useful purpose in integrating 
the mass of information that the volume contains. 

The first recorded marriage in Goodhue County, which took place 
on June 18, 1854, is the subject of a brief article in the Red Wing 
Daily Republican for January 25. According to the record in the 
county archives, the license was issued by Philander Sandford and the 
ceremony was performed by the Reverend Joseph W . Hancock, a 
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pioneer missionary. Some information about Sandford and Han­
cock is contained in the article. 

Brief biographical sketches and portraits of Goodhue County offi­
cials and of Red Wing business men and accounts of some of the 
city's leading industries make up a supplement issued under the title 
" Builders of Greater Red W i n g " with the Red Wing Daily Re­
publican for March 27. 

The beginnings of Robbinsdale and more particularly the part 
played by Lars I. Nasett, who built the first store in 1888, in the 
growth of the community are described in an article in the Hennepin 
County Enterprise of Robbinsdale for March 8. 

A local history essay contest which is open to all pupils in the 
upper grades and the high schools of the county is being sponsored 
by the Marshall County Historical Society. According to an an­
nouncement distributed among teachers by the society, the contest is 
being held " in order to increase the interest of the children of Mar­
shall County in the history of the county, and especially to find and 
collect interesting historical facts." Prizes of five, three, and two 
dollars are being offered for the pupils submitting the " most inter­
esting and historically valuable accounts of some incidents or expe­
riences of their parents, grandparents, or neighbors, before the year 
1895." 

The difficulties encountered by early residents of Warren in locat­
ing an adequate water supply are reviewed and the story of the dig­
ging of the present public well is related in a letter from a former 
resident, M r . John E. Ostrom of Port Orchard, Washington, which 
is pubHshed in the Warren Sheaf for January 3. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of the Mower County 
Courthouse is commemorated in an historical edition of the Austin 
Daily Herald issued on March 17. The dedicatory speech delivered 
in 1884 by Judge J . Q. Farmer when the first term of court met in 
the new courthouse and the address made on its fiftieth anniversary 
in 1934 by Judge N . E. Peterson appear in the issue. An account 
of the plans made for the structure and of its building by a member 
of the county board of 1884, the late O. C. La Bar, is published from 
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a manuscript found among his papers. The nations, territories, 
states, and counties of which the territory now embraced by Mower 
County has been a part are enumerated in an article entitled " How 
the County Came into Being"; the fight for the county seat, in 
which Austin triumphed over Frankford, is the subject of another 
article. Among the illustrations are portraits of the eight judges 
who have served the Tenth Judicial District since 1872 and pictures 
of the structures that served as courthouses in Mower County before 
1884. 

The growth of Ausrin around a single industry, the packing plant 
of George A. Hormel and Company, which was established in 1892 
as a " neighborhood fresh meat packing house," is described in an 
illustrated article in the Mower County News of Austin for Febru­
ary 8. 

The Murray County Historical Society was organized with forty 
members at a meeting held at Slayton on February 24. Dr. Thomas 
Lowe of Pipestone, who settled in Murray County in 1877, gave the 
principal address, recalling conditions as he found them at that time 
and reviewing some of the early history of the county. In express­
ing his enthusiasm for the county historical society, he declared that 
" it is just as important that we preserve the history of our county as 
it is to preserve that of the country." The following officers were 
elected for the new society: Robert Hyslop of Slayton, president; 
Marshall Lowe of Loweville Township, vice president; Mrs. Alex 
Lowe of Hadley, secretary; and Mrs. John Hyslop of Fulda, treas­
urer. 

Plans for producing an annual historical pageant at St. Peter, for 
holding a summer meeting in July, for gathering the service records 
of Nicollet Coimty men who served in the World War, for restoring 
the old cemetery at Traverse des Sioux, and for estabHshing a local 
historical museum were among the subjects discussed at a meeting 
of the directors of the Nicollet County Historical Society on Febru­
ary 12 at St. Peter. 

The American Historic Buildings Survey has aroused an interest 
in old buildings in a number of communities. A picture of the oldest 
house standing in Nobles County, which was built in 1871, appears 
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with a brief history of the structure in the Worthington Globe for 
February 15. 

An early cooperative " skimming station" operated by farmers 
living near Henning in Otter Tai l County is described in the Inde­
pendent of Parker's Prairie for February 8. Before the farmers of 
the neighborhood had cream separators of their own, they took their 
milk to this station, which was " equipped with a big DeLaval sep­
arator and the power was furnished by an old threshing machine 
steam engine." 

Some of the experiences of John S. Billings, who served as sheriff 
of Otter Tai l County almost continuously from 1890 to 1926, are 
recounted by Rolf Mills in an article in the Minneapolis Tribune for 
February 25. H e also describes a collection of weapons accumulated 
by Billings during his long career as a sheriff and now owned by his 
grandson, M r . Sheldon J. Billings of Minneapolis. 

The story of the founding of the Thirteen Towns of Fosston is 
related by Albert Kaiser, the first editor, in the issue for March 16, 
which marks the passing of a half century since the paper was estab­
Hshed. T h e growth of Fosston from " one trading post and a news­
paper" is interestingly described by M r . Kaiser, who presents ac­
counts of the founding of the town site by W . J . Hilligoss in 1884 
and of many incidents connected with the early history of the com­
munity. Other historical sketches in the issue deal with the build­
ing of an electric lighting and waterworks plant at Fosston, the 
beginnings of alfalfa raising in the region, the growth of cooperative 
dairying in the community, and early agricultural fairs held at 
Fosston. 

The " Story of Early Northfield," a radio talk prepared by Carl 
L. Weicht for presentation over W C A L on the campus of St. Olaf 
College, is published in the Northfield News for February 16. The 
pioneer work of John W . North, the beginnings of Cannon Valley 
milHng, and the founding of Carleton and St. Olaf colleges figure 
prominently in the narrative. "B ig Woods Played Part in Trend 
of Early Settlement" is the title of a paper by Dr . Harvey E. Stork 
which was read before a meeting of the Rice County Historical 
Society and which appears in the News for March 2. Special atten-
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tion is given to that section of the Big Woods which is included 
within Rice County. Dr. Edwin B. Dean, who inaugurated a boys' 
work program at Northfield in 1906 and a few years later introduced 
Boy Scout work in the community, contributes a brief survey of this 
work to the News for February 9. 

A view of the Carleton College campus at Northfield as it ap­
peared about forty years ago is reproduced in the Carletonian, the 
college newspaper, for February 14. 

At a meeting of the Rock County Historical Society held at Lu­
verne on March 10, plans were made for the coming year and a 
paper on the history of Luverne was presented by E. A. Brown. 
This detailed narrative is published in three installments in the 
Rock County Herald of Luverne for March 16, 23, and 30. 

Articles about life in Superior and Duluth in the fifties and sixties 
written by Mary Clara Post, who settled at Superior in 1854, for the 
Ashtabula [Ohio] Sentinel and the Duluth Minnesotian are included 
in a scrapbook kept by Mrs . Post and recently presented to the St. 
Louis County Historical Society by Mrs . Charles F. Macdonald of 
Duluth. The gift is described in the Duluth Herald for March 1. 

Reminiscent sketches of phases of the history of Belle Plaine by 
J . E. Townsend continue to appear in the Belle Plaine Herald (see 
ante, p. 138). In recent articles he writes about the Belle Plaine 
Foundry and Machine Shop, an important industry of the fifties and 
early sixties, January 4 ; hotels that flourished when stagecoach travel 
was in its prime, January 18 and 2 5 ; life on a Le Sueur County farm 
in the early sixties, including descriptions of the log house, furniture, 
food, artificial lighting, and the Hke, February 1; early schools, 
February 15; the founding of the village of Blakeley, February 22; 
circuses that visited Belle Plaine in the seventies and eighties; March 
1; some pioneer French settlers, March 8 and 15; and the part 
played by Judge Alexander G. Chatfield in the founding of Belle 
Plaine, March 29. 

" Bits of Early Elk River His tory" assembled by J. W . Clark 
appear in three installments in the Sherburne County Star News of 
Elk River for January 18 and 25 and February 1. Explorers who 
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passed the present site of Elk River, such as Carver and Pike; traders 
in the vicinity, such as David Faribault and Pierre Bottineau; early 
settlement, particularly by New Englanders; the development of the 
lumber industry; and local Granger activities under Oliver H . Kelley 
are among the subjects included. 

The activities of a literary society in Sauk Center in 1897 and 
1898 are described by Mrs . Katherine N . Adkins of Palo Alto, CaH­
fornia, in a letter which is published in the Sauk Centre Herald of 
March 22. The records of the club are in the possession of Mrs. 
Adkins, who was its secretary. 

The first of a series of interviews with Todd County pioneers 
appears under the heading " Early Days in Todd County" in the 
Long Prairie Leader for March 29. M r . A. J. Gibson, who has 
lived in Long Prairie almost continuously since 1857, recalls the 
village and the Winnebago agency buildings as they appeared when 
he first saw them. 

The seventieth annual meeting of the Waseca County Horse 
Thief Detective Society was held at Waseca on March 17. A his­
tory of this pioneer organization, which is still operating under a 
constitution adopted on February 16, 1864, was contributed by 
Gladys H . Du Priest to the issue of M I N N E S O T A HISTORY for June, 

1932 {sttante, 13 :153-157) . 

The annual meeting of the Winona County Old Settlers Associa­
tion, which was held at Winona on February 22, was the occasion 
for the publication on the same day in the Winona Republican-
Herald of several articles about the early history of Winona. One, 
which deals with the first meeting of the old settlers association in 
1862, is accompanied by a reproduction of the menu served at Huff's 
Hotel on that occasion. M r . Paul Thompson, historian of the asso­
ciation, contributes a history of the Winona lumber industry. " Half­
way between the coming of the first log raft to Winona in 1843 and 
the passing of the last ra f t " in 1915, he writes, " there flourished in 
Winona a dynasty of local lumber barons." A picture of the last raft 
and portraits of some of the leaders in the lumber industry appear 
with the article. Another article is composed of items gleaned from 
the Winona directory of 1866—67. 
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Some of the medical history of St. Paul and Minnesota is recalled 
in a series of Addresses (27 p.) deHvered by various physicians at a 
banquet given on February 12 by the Sisters of St. Joseph in honor 
of the seventieth birthday of Dr. Arnold Schvtryzer of St. Paul. 
Minnesota medical men with whom Dr. Schwyzer came in contact 
after his arrival in St. Paul in 1891 are noted by Dr. WilHam J. 
Mayo, and Dr. L. J. Rothrock pictures the Minnesota capital as it 
probably looked when Dr. Schwyzer settled there. 

The early church history of St. Paul is reviewed by Rose McKee 
in the magazine section of the St. Paul Daily News for March 11. 
The first churches built by the Catholics, the Presbyterians, the 
Methodists, and the Lutherans in frontier St. Paul, and the Sunday 
school estabHshed for the Baptists by Harriet E. Bishop are briefly 
described. Pictures of the Catholic Chapel of St. Paul, and of early 
Episcopal and Methodist churches illustrate the article. 

St. Paul theaters from 1867, when the opera house on Fourth and 
Wabasha streets was opened, to 1906, when the Windsor Theater on 
the site of the present St. Paul Hotel was " converted into a sort of an 
indoor amusement park," are described by Rose McKee in the maga­
zine section of the St. Paul Daily News for February 18. Special 
attention is given to the career of L. N. Scott, who for forty-eight 
years before his death in 1929 was a theater manager in St. Paul. 
Some early theatrical handbills are reproduced with the article. A 
handbill advertising the opera " Martha " as played by " Sig. Lotti's 
Grand Opera Troupe" in St. Paul in 1867 appears with an article 
about this performance in the News for March 18. 

A parade composed of horse-drawn vehicles of other days was ar­
ranged in St. Paul by the Junior Pioneers on March 24. Pictures of 
some of the conveyances, which included a stagecoach, a workhouse 
van, a tallyho, and a covered wagon, appear in the St. Paul Daily 
News and the St. Paul Pioneer Press for March 25. In the maga­
zine section of the News for February 25 is an article about St. Paul 
Hvery stables, which did a thriving business in the days before the 
automobile. 
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