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priests, its congregation, and the like, but about manuscript and 
printed historical records that it may have preserved. 

Among the Minnesota churches that held anniversary celebrations 
during the spring and early summer was one that commemorated the 
completion of eighty years of service — the Elim Lutheran Church of 
Scandia on June 23 and 24. Seventy-fifth anniversaries were cele­
brated by the Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church of Minneapolis 
on May 20 to 27, the Rosendale Lutheran Church on June 10, St. 
John's Lutheran Church of Arlington Township, Sibley County, on 
July 1, and the Evangelical Lutheran Immanuel Church of Court-
land Township, Nicollet County, on July 1; sixty-fifth anniversaries, 
by the Lutheran Church of Long Lake Township, Watonwan Coun­
ty, on May 5 and 6, and the Hanley Falls Lutheran Church on June 
23 and 24; sixtieth anniversaries, by the First Covenant Church of 
St. Paul on May 16 to 22, St. James African Methodist Episcopal 
Church of St. Paul on May 20, the Midway Lutheran Church of 
Proctor on June 17, the Swedlanda Lutheran Church of Palmyra 
Township, Renville County, on June 24 to 26, and the Hamar Lu­
theran Church on June 30 and July 1; fiftieth anniversaries, by the 
Beauford United Brethren Church on June 3, the Norwegian Lu­
theran Church of St. Hilaire on June 17, the First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Winthrop on June 22 to 24, the Providence Lu­
theran Church on June 22 to 24, the First St. John's Evangeli­
cal Lutheran Church of Owatonna on June 24, and the Merriam 
Park Presbyterian Church of St. Paul from June 27 to July 1; 
twenty-fifth anniversaries, by the Union Congregational Church of 
Minnewashta from April 20 to 22, the First Lutheran Church of In­
ternational Falls on June 16 and 17, the Bethany Lutheran Church 
of Loman on June 16 and 17, and Our Lady of the Lake CathoHc 
Church of Mound on July 8; and a twentieth anniversary, by the 
Christian Reformed Church of Hills on June 25. 

A bronze tablet commemorating the services of Samuel and Gideon 
Pond, the Minnesota missionaries, has been placed on the walls of 
the Pond home at Bloomington by the Keewaydin chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution. It was dedicated on June 16 during 
a celebration of the centennial of the brothers' arrival in Minnesota 
which was arranged by the Pond Family Association. Among the 
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speakers was Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock of the Minnesota His­
torical Society, who sketched the careers of the Pond brothers. 

The attitude of the missionary toward the Indian is expressed by 
Bishop Whipple in a letter written to Chief White Dog in 1861, 
discovered recently by the Reverend John G. Larsen at the mission 
near Morton and published in the Morton Enterprise for April 5. 
" We bring you the message of the Great Spirit, because we love you 
and yours," writes Whipple. " We ask no price — we have no words 
to sell. We only ask that you hear what God says." 

No less than fifteen women's clubs planned programs around the 
study of Minnesota and its history during the past year, according 
to the directory included in the Year Book of the Minnesota Federa­
tion of Women's Clubs lor 1933-34. The names of these clubs lol-
low: the Monday Study Club of Hayfield, the Tuesday Club of 
Lanesboro, the Pratt Progressive Club, the Weimer Utility Club 
of Heron Lake, the Monday Study Club of Slayton, the Delphian 
Past Presidents Club of Minneapolis, the Minerva Study Club of 
Minneapolis, the Ollapodrida Club of Minneapolis, the Ramblers 
Club of Minneapolis, the Searchlight Study Club of Minneapolis, 
the Woman's Club of Alexandria, the Woman's Improvement Club 
of Carlos, the Reading Circle of Clinton, the Woman's Club of 
Warren, and the Mound Woman's Club. 

The activities of member clubs of the seventh district of the Min­
nesota Federation of Women's Clubs during sixty years are surveyed 
in the Svuift County Monitor oi Benson lor May 4. An entire sec­
tion of the paper is devoted to women's activities, the occasion being 
the thirty-second annual convention of the seventh district clubs, which 
was held at Benson on May 10 and 11. A brief resume of the his­
tory of each of the seventy-nine clubs in the district is presented, 
starting with the Current News Club of Marshall, which was or­
ganized in 1874 and joined the state federation in 1896. Accounts 
of earlier conventions held in Swift County also are included. 

The story of the founding of the Lyngblomsten Home for the 
Aged in St. Paul is reviewed in a Souvenir Book Covering a Thirty 
Year Period of the Lyngblomsten Corporation's History {1933. 64 
p.). It reveals that in 1903 the Lyngblomsten Society was organ-
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ized in Minneapolis with Mrs . Anna Quale Fergstad as president; 
that in time branches were organized at St. Paul, Madison, Duluth, 
Mankato, and other places; that in 1909 land lor the home was ac­
quired; and that in 1912 the home was opened. 

A Minnesota " old-time, pre-Volstead brewery " and the life for 
which it formed a center are described by Meridel LeSueur in a 
sketch entitled " Beer Town," which is included in Life in the United 
States: A Collection of Narratives of Contemporary American Life 
from First-hand Experience or Observation (New York, 1933). 

The plot of Court House Square, a novel by Phil LaMar Ander­
son, centers around the newspaper office of a small Minnesota com­
munity called Plainview (Minneapolis, 1934. 238 p . ) . The story 
deals with the experiences of journalists who publish a small town 
weekly and with the social and political life of the modern middle-
western community. 

The career of a pioneer Minneapolis lawyer and philanthropist, 
Levi Merrick Stewart, is the subject of a multigraphed pamphlet 
recently issued by Maynard W . Quimby (25 p . ) . Sections are de­
voted to the Stewart family, to Stewart's boyhood in Maine and his 
education at Dartmouth and Harvard, and to his life in Minneapolis, 
where he settled in 1856 and lived until his death in 1910. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A step toward the organization of an Anoka County historical so­
ciety was taken on June 28, when the superintendent of the state 
historical society addressed a group of people interested in the project 
at Anoka. A committee was appointed to work out plans for a local 
historical society. This committee has since drafted a constitution 
and planned a program of local historical work. 

T h e excavation of an ancient village site in Anoka County near 
Howard Lake, which is being directed by Dr . Albert E. Jenks of the 
department of archeology of the University of Minnesota, is described 
in the Anoka County Union and the Anoka Herald for June 27. 

A brief history of Trinity Episcopal Church of Anoka appears in a 
program issued on the occasion of its seventy-fifth anniversary, which 
was celebrated on September 17 and 18, 1933. 
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Histories of Beltrami County townships continue to appear in the 
Bemidji Daily Pioneer and the Bemidji Sentinel (see ante, p. 132, 
244) . Sketches of the following townships have appeared recently: 
Bemidji Township, organized in 1897, in the Pioneer for May 17 
and the Sentinel for May 2 5 ; Grant Valley Township, organized in 
1898, in the Pioneer for June 4 ; Buzzle Township, organized in 1900, 
in the Pioneer oi June 14 and the Sentinel oi June 29; Eckles 
Township, organized in 1899, in the Pioneer for June 22 and the 
Sentinel for June 29 ; and Liberty Township, organized in 1898, in 
the Pioneer for June 30. In each case the story of the organization 
of the township is presented, local officials are named, and the activi­
ties of the township boards are recorded. 

Winners of the essay contest conducted by the Blue Earth County 
Historical Society (see ante, p. 245) read the prize-winning essays 
at a meeting of the society at Mankato on April 2. T h e program 
also included brief addresses by W . H . Detamore, county superin­
tendent of schools, and J . E. Anderson, superintendent of the Man­
kato schools, both of whom recalled pioneer schools of the vicinity. 
The speaker at another meeting of the society, held on May 7, was 
M r . George M . Palmer, who presented his recollections of business 
life in Blue Earth County. 

The passing of three-quarters of a century since the Dakota House, 
a pioneer New Ulm hotel, was opened is the occasion for the publica­
tion of sketches of its history in the Brown County Journal for April 
13 and the New Ulm Review for April 19. The hotel was estab­
lished by Adolph Seiter in 1859, and it is interesting to note that it 
" has always been in the hands of some member of the family that 
founded it." According to the account in the Journal, " the key of 
the Dakota house has never been turned in the lock but once, and 
that was during the period of evacuation of the town " in the Sioux 
Outbreak of 1862. Its use as a hospital during the Indian war also 
is described. 

Reminiscent letters written by M r . and Mrs . M . C. Robertson of 
Deputy, Indiana, former residents of Springfield, are published in the 
Brown County Journal of New Ulm for April 13. Mrs . Robert­
son's letter is of special interest, for she tells of her experiences in 
helping to publish the Springfield Advance from 1890 to 1904. 
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Events connected with the history of Stony Point on Leech Lake 
are recalled in an article in the Cass County Independent of Hacken­
sack for June 1. Pike's visit to the British post on Leech Lake and 
Boutwell's mission lor the Pillagers are described in some detail. 
The announcement is made that an effort is under way to have the 
Stony Point district designated a national park. 

An historical sketch of Sunset Lodge, a Masonic organization at 
Montevideo, by Sumner L. Moyer, appears in the Montevideo News 
for May 18 and the Montevideo American for May 25. The ac­
count seems to be based largely upon the manuscript minutes of the 
lodge. 

A pioneer log cabin constructed in Bowman Park at Moorhead 
was opened to the public for the first time on May 19. Most of the 
materials used in building the cabin were taken from a structure 
erected at Moorhead in 1859. Various articles illustrative of pio­
neer Hfe have been loaned for display in the cabin. 

A visit to the Crow Wing County historical museum at Brainerd 
is described in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch lor May 22. Special 
attention is given to the exhibits illustrative of Indian life and of pio­
neer logging to be found in this museum. " If the teachers of our 
county would like to make history real to their students," concludes 
the writer, " they would do well to bring them to visit the historical 
museum." The Crow Wing County Historical Society and its mu­
seum are given further publicity in a number of articles by the sec­
retary, Mrs. J. G. Heald, which appear from time to time in the 
Brainerd Tribune. These sketches are devoted to descriptions of 
recent accessions in the museum and " life records " of Crow Wing 
County pioneers. In the issue for April 19, for example, are an 
account of a file of the Northern Tribune of Brainerd for 1884, re­
cently presented by Mrs. Lily Ericson, and a sketch of Mrs. James 
S. Gardner, a pioneer of the seventies. 

A statement issued by the Crow Wing County Historical Society 
advocating the reconstruction of old Fort Ripley " exactly as it was 
on its old site " is published in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for June 
26. Although the site of Fort Ripley is in Morrison County, the 
Crow Wing County society offers to cooperate with other local his­
torical societies in the restoration of the old fort. 
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T h e seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Staples School 
in district number 5, Mendota Township, Dakota County, was cele­
brated by the alumni and present pupils on May 5. T h e history of 
the school was reviewed by Mrs. George H . Staples. I t is also the 
subject of an article in the West St. Paul Booster and Dakota County 
Globe for May 4. 

A detailed narrative entitled " Pioneer Days in Vernon Town­
ship " by George Gilbertson has been appearing in installments in the 
Hayfield Herald since March 15. The material presented is largely 
of a reminiscent nature, since the writer and his family settled in 
Vernon Township in 1868. Many details of frontier life in Dodge 
County are described — the muddy roads encountered by the Gilbert-
sons upon their arrival, the crude frontier cabin, frontier doctors, the 
water supply, bams and their construction, the care of cattle, bliz­
zards, cyclones, Christmas celebrations, food and its preparation, 
early schools, clothing, and the like. 

Professor Edward W . Schmidt of St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
has presented a large collection of archeological objects which he as­
sembled in the vicinity of Red Wing to the Goodhue County His­
torical Society. The collection is a valuable addition to the society's 
museum. 

T h e days when there were " sixteen trains a day through Mound, 
thousands of commuters going into the Twin Cities by train " are 
recalled in an article in the Minnetonka Pilot of Mound for June 7 
which calls attention to the services of James Woolnough, a conductor 
on the Minnetonka line. 

The Life Story of John Tuininga, the Second, related by his 
daughter, Anna Tuininga Brovni, has been published as a four-page 
leaflet. It records the adventures of a Dutch family that emigrated 
in 1851 and settled on a farm in Houston County. 

A History of the Spring Grove Church Organizations published 
in 1933 (71 p.) contains sketches by various authors of eight women's 
societies connected with Trinity Lutheran Church of Spring Grove, 
of the church auxiliary, and of its parochial school. Accounts of six 
ladies' aid societies, some of which were organized in the eighties, of 
a missionary federation, and of a Dorcas society are included. 
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The " educational progress " made at Deer River since the early 
nineties, when a crude log building served as a schoolhouse, is the sub­
ject of an article in the Deer River News for May 31. Pictures ol 
the early school and of the present village school accompany the article. 

The " Diamond Jubilee " of the organization of Kanabec County 
was the occasion for a three-day celebration at Mora from July 2 
to 4. Historical pageants presented by members of local 4-H clubs, 
exhibits of pioneer objects, a special edition of the Kanabec County 
Times on July 28, a meeting of the Kanabec County Historical So­
ciety, and an address by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent of 
the Minnesota Historical Society, were features of the celebration. 
Dr. Blegen spoke on the historical backgrounds of the county on 
July 3. The issue of the Times commemorated both the county's 
jubilee and the " golden anniversary " of the founding of the paper. 
A newspaper history of Mora, with reminiscent articles by two for­
mer editors, R. W. Safford and R. M. Pope, is included. Among 
the more general articles in the issue are an outline of the historical 
backgrounds of the region; an account of the organization of the 
county on June 10, 1859, with an explanarion of the origin of 
the name, and stories of the first county election and ol the activities 
of county officials; and a review of the founding of Mora, the county 
seat, in 1882. Since the great convocation of Indians that Radisson 
and Groseilliers attended in 1660 is supposed to have taken place 
near Knife Lake in Kanabec County, the exploits ol these explorers 
are the subject of a separate article. Considerable space is given to 
logging operations in the Snake River district, an industry ol pri­
mary importance in the pioneer history of the county. Pictures of 
logging camps, of a log jam, and of " wannagans " or house boats 
that were used to carry provisions during driving operations are of 
special interest. Since no history of Kanabec County has been pub­
lished, this issue of the Times forms a valuable source for the student 
of the history of the district. 

A meeting held at Marshall on June 14 resulted in the organiza­
tion of the Lyon County Historical Society. Mr. Willoughby M. 
Babcock, curator of the state historical society's museum, was the 
speaker. The loUovring officers were elected for the new organiza­
tion: A. P. Rose of Marshall, president; F. A. Timm of Balaton, 
vice president; and W. C. Peterson of Marshall, secretary-treasurer. 
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About seven thousand people attended a picnic and pageant ar­
ranged by the Marshall County Historical Society at the Old Mill 
picnic grounds in Foldahl Township on June 17. T h e story of 
the early history and settlement of the county was reviewed in the 
pageant, which was arranged and directed by Mrs. Ella K. Trost of 
Warren. An interesting loan exhibit ol pioneer objects was placed 
on display in connection with the picnic. 

A total of 117 essays were submitted by high-school students in the 
local history essay contest sponsored by the Marshall County Histori­
cal Society (see ante, p. 249) . The first prize was awarded to 
Mavis Gates of Stephen for an essay on " Pioneer Days " ; the sec­
ond, to Verna E. Nelson of Strandquist for an account of " Wha t 
Happened in Nelson Park between the Years of 1878 and 1895 " ; 
and the third, to Edith Johnson ol Warren for a paper on " Pioneer 
Days." 

Meetings of the Murray County Historical Society were held at 
Slayton on April 2 and May 7. At the latter meeting Dr. H . M . 
Workman of Tracy spoke on the Lake Shetek massacre, and Mrs. S. 
Barrows of Chandler recalled pioneer experiences in the western sec­
tion of the county. 

The museum of the Otter Tail County Historical Society, which 
is located in the basement of the courthouse at Fergus Falls, was 
opened to the public on May 26. The space occupied by the mu­
seum was made available by the county commissioners, and it was 
prepared for the use of the society by C W A workers. About a 
thousand visitors viewed the exhibits on the day that the museum 
opened, according to a report in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for 
May 28, which includes descriptions of some of the displays. 

An announcement that a park known as the Pipestone National 
Shrine has been established at the pipestone quarry in southwestern 
Minnesota is made in the Pipestone County Star for May 15. 
A road to the quarry was built as a C W A project. 

Under the general title of " History of the Northwest," Win V. 
Working is publishing in the Crookston Daily Times a series of brief 
sketches relating to the history of the Red River Valley, Polk County, 
and Crookston. The early articles, which deal with geology, arche-
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ology, the Indians, the fur trade, and exploration, are arranged 
roughly in chronological order. They seem to indicate that the 
author is attempting to carry out the promise made in the introduc­
tion to his opening article, published on April 17: " t o outline the 
history of Polk County, and adjacent areas clearly and accurately." 
But as the narrative progresses, the writer seems to forget this prom­
ise. From a description of the Red River brigades and ox-cart trans­
portation over the Red River trails (April 28), he goes back to 
explorers, such as Pike, Long, and Beltrami (April 30); after pub­
lishing a whole group of articles on the development of railroads in 
the Red River country (May 28 to June 5), he turns to stagecoach 
transportation in the valley (Jime 6). Though much of the ma­
terial presented is quoted from other sources, some valuable and inac­
cessible items are included; for example, the list of residents of Red 
River Junction that appears in the census for 1860 is published on 
May 22. In some ol the articles that follow sketches of a few of 
these pioneers are presented — George W. Northrup, Samuel J. 
Painter, and Charles Cavileer. 

" A Brief History of the Citizens Band of Fairfax " by Frank 
Hopkins, who served as bandmaster for more than thirty years, ap­
pears in the Fairfax Standard for April 26. The part played by this 
organization in the social and cultural development of the community 
is brought out by the writer. 

The geology of Rice County was discussed by Dr. Laurence M. 
Gould of Carleton College and the Indian mounds and archeology ol 
the district were described by Professor Edward W. Schmidt of St. 
Olaf College at the spring meeting of the Rice County Historical 
Society, which was held at Northfield on April 23. 

The story of the " Eastern Boundary of St. Louis County " is out­
lined in the Two Harbors Chronicle for April 19. Changes in this 
boundary, which is also the western border of Lake County; town 
sites in the vicinity, such as Buchanan and Montezuma, that existed 
for a brief period and failed to develop into permanent communities; 
and geographic and economic leatures of the region are described. 

A series of local historical sketches by J. E. Townsend in the Belle 
Plaine Herald includes several published in May and June in which 
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the writer presents his recollections of the Indians of the vicinity and 
of the effect of the Sioux W a r . He notes that in the hotel which 
was run by his father, during the outbreak " the largest crowds . . . 
would be after sundown, when the refugees would arrive in lots of 
two to ten or more, all fatigued and hungry." A " History of School 
District No. 37 " by Allen Taylor, read on June 16 at the celebration 
of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the district, in Belle Plaine Town­
ship, appears in the Herald for June 21. The author used the manu­
script minutes of the school board of the sixties in the preparation of 
his account, which is published also in the Jordan Independent for 
June 21. 

Once prosperous Todd County communities that are no longer to 
be found on a map of the region are described by O. B. DeLaurier in 
a series ol articles entitled " Forgotten Post Offices," the first of 
which appears in the Long Prairie Leader for May 3. An article 
published on January 18 about Daylight, a post office established in 
Little Sauk Township in 1876, aroused such widespread comment 
and interest that M r . DeLaurier was invited to prepare a series of 
historical sketches about the county's forgotten communities. In each 
article he describes the founding of a settlement, names some of the 
early residents, tells about industrial, commercial, educational, and 
other developments, and gives some reasons for its decline. The sub­
jects of the articles and the dates of publication follow: Bear Head, 
May 3 ; Batavia, May 10; Oak Hill, May 17; Clotho, May 24; 
Hartford, May 3 1 ; Burnhamville-Pillsbury, June 7; and Drywood, 
June 14. 

Recollections of " Early Days in Todd County " by A. J. Gibson 
of Long Prairie, a pioneer of 1857, appear in installments in the 
Long Prairie Leader from March 29 to April 26. A journey Irom 
Kingston, Ontario, to Little Falls, which was made largely by stage­
coach in 1856; a winter spent in the frontier lumber town; the re­
moval to Long Prairie in the following year; the old Winnebago 
agency and its pioneer inhabitants; the excitement that accompanied 
the Sioux Outbreak; and many other incidents and features connected 
with pioneer life in Todd County are recalled by the author. 

At a meeting held at Lake City on April 15 the Lake Pepin Valley 
Historical Society was organized. M r . G. M . Dwelle was elected 
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president; Mrs . George Selover, vice president; Mr . W . H . Pletsch, 
secretary; M r . M . L. Erickson, treasurer; and Miss Jennie Baker, 
corresponding secretary. Four officers of the Goodhue County His­
torical Society attended a meeting of the new society at Lake City 
on June 11, and M r . C. A. Rasmussen and Dr . M . W . Smith ad­
dressed the gathering. 

Historical sketches ol two pioneer Lake City business institu­
t ions— the Lake City Bank and Trus t Company and the Jewell 
Nursery — appear in the Wabasha County Leader for April 5. The 
bank was established in 1867 by C. W . Hackett and the nursery in 
the following year by Phineas A. Jewell and Joseph M . Underwood. 
I t is interesting to note that the " early demand for hardy types of 
fruit and forestation planting material " throughout the upper Mis­
sissippi Valley led to the lounding of the nursery on Lake Pepin. 

About seventy-five people attended an enthusiastic meeting at Still­
water on April 11 which resulted in the formation of the Washington 
County Historical Society. Dr . Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent 
of the state society, was the principal speaker. Mr . E. E. Bloom­
quist, county superintendent of schools, was named president; Mrs. 
W . C. Masterman, vice president; Miss Gertrude Glennon, second 
vice president; Mrs . Robert Harrigan, secretary; and Miss Anne 
Connors, treasurer. The first regular meeting of the society was 
held on May 14, when the Reverend A. C. Ernst spoke on " Objec­
tives lor the Immediate Future." 

Our Town in the Early Days: A History of Breckenridge, a 
paper prepared by Mrs. L. R. Jones for presentation before the 
Woman's Study Club of Breckenridge, has been issued in multi­
graphed form as a pamphlet. She describes the establishment of the 
town site in 1857, the destruction of the settlement during the Sioux 
War , and its rebuilding alter the coming of the railroad in the early 
seventies. 

A pageant representing the early history ol the Whitewater Valley 
and of Winona County was presented by members of the Winona 
County 4-H Leaders Club at Whitewater State Park on May 26. 
A collection of objects illustrative of pioneer life collected in the 
vicinity was exhibited on the day of the pageant. 
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" A Short History of the Clarkfield Fire Department," which was 
organized in March, 1904, appears in the Clarkfield Advocate for 
June 21. The growth of the department, the purchase of improved 
equipment, and the extension of its field of service are described. 

A brief history of Zion Lutheran Church of Minneapolis was pub­
lished in pamphlet form (16 p.) to mark the fiftieth anniversary of 
its founding, which was celebrated by members of the congregation 
on February 11. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the Merriam Park Presbyterian 
Church of St. Paul, which was celebrated from June 27 to July 1, 
was the occasion lor the publication of a booklet about the history ol 
the church (40 p.). The founding and early years ol the church are 
recalled by C. A. Magnuson, a charter member; E. D. Thomas de­
scribes the " new church " erected in 1912-14; and brief accounts of 
the Sunday school and of various church organizations are included. 
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