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Alfalfa,” which appears in the Fertilizer Review for September-
October. Mr. Brand describes a visit during the summer of 1934
to Kiilsheim, Baden, Germany, the place from which Wendelin
Grimm emigrated in 1857 to settle on a Carver County farm near
Chaska, taking with him a bag of alfalfa seed. ‘‘ With characteristic
German persistence, and without realizing the practical or the scien-
tific importance of his experiment in acclimatization,” writes Mr.
Brand, “ Grimm patiently saved generation after generation of seed
from the plants that survived each succeeding year, planting new
fields to replace deteriorated acreages on his own farm, and selling
surplus seed to his neighbors.” Eventually A. B. Lyman of Excel-
sior ‘“ observed that common alfalfa winterkilled while that of a num-
ber of his German neighbors did not,” and it was partly through his
efforts that Grimm alfalfa became widely known and widely used.
‘The patient German farmer whose Minnesota experiments produced
this hardy alfalfa ““ contributed vastly to the advancement of Ameri-
can agriculture,” according to the writer.

Some recollections of Dr. William W. Folwell as a research
worker in the field of Minnesota history are presented by John Tal-
man, formerly newspaper librarian for the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, in the Fergus Falls Journal for December 15.

An address presented by Henry N. Benson on the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the death of Governor John A. Johnson, September
21, is published in full in the 8t. Peter Herald for October 12.

At a meeting of the Woman’s Club of Minneapolis on November
25, Miss Mary J. Newson read the paper on “ Memories of Fort
Snelling in Civil War Days” which she presented at a session of the
state historical convention held under the auspices of the Minnesota
Historical Society on July 14, 1934, and which appears in the Decem-
ber issue of MINNEsoTa History. Miss Mary Hale, a pioneer resi-
dent of Minneapolis, presented at the same meeting some recollections
of life in that city before the Civil War.

“ How Minnesota Cities, Villages Were Named ” is the title of an
article in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for November 13. Place
names having origins of more than usual interest are picked at ran-
dom from many parts of the state and explained.
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“With Pike in Minnesota” was the title of a play written by
pupils in the fourth grade of the Como Park School, St. Paul, under
the direction of their teacher, Miss Lillian Wright, and produced on
November 7 with pupils playing the parts of Lieutenant Pike, sol-
diers, traders, and Indians.

LocaL HisToricAL SOCIETIES

In view of the rapid increase of local historical societies and the
growing significance of their work, it seems desirable to report in a
special section their activities throughout the state. Officials and
members of these societies are invited to send information about meet-
ings, the collecting of records, and other activities to the editor for
inclusion in this section. Some items, though relating to local so-
cieties, will be found of interest more for their special connection with
a community or a county than with a society and hence will be re-
ported in the section devoted to “ Local History Items.”

The history of the Anoka schools from 1853 to 1934 was traced
by Mrs. J. C. Goss in a paper presented at a meeting of the Anoka
County Historical Society on December 10. The paper is published
in full in the Anoka Herald for December 12.

A meeting of people interested in the organization of a Big Stone
County historical society was held at Ortonville on November 26.
The possibilities are that such a society will be formed in the near
future. An editorial entitled “ This Historical Movement,” in the
Ortonville Independent for December 6, calls attention to the prog-
ress of the county historical movement in other parts of the state in
1934 and urges the people of Big Stone County to join in the local
movement. ‘‘ It must be the work of the entire county to collect and
safe-guard the historical landmarks and history here,” reads the edi-
torial,

A large number of members of the Cottonwood County Historical
Society and the local old settlers’ association attended a joint luncheon
meeting of these organizations at Windom on October 20. Several
reminiscent talks followed the luncheon.

The organization of the Fillmore County Historical Society, which
was given temporary form at a meeting held at Wykoff on August 21,
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was completed at Preston on November 21. Some amendments to
the constitution were adopted and the temporary officers elected at
the earlier meeting (see ante, 15:485) were asked to serve until Oc-
tober, 1935, when the society will hold its first annual meeting.

Members of the Koochiching County Historical Society gathered
at International Falls on December 5 to hear a report by Mr. Roy
Larson, county superintendent of schools, on historical work in the
local schools. The writing of essays dealing with local history and
the collecting of objects and data bearing on pioneer life are features
of this work.

At the annual meeting of the Marshall County Historical Society,
held at Warren on November 9, the following officers were elected:
Judge Bernard B. Brett, president; Mr. Nils Malm, vice president;
Mrs. Synneva Strunk, secretary; and Mrs. H. 1. Yetter, treasurer.
Reports on the activities of the society during the past year were pre-
sented. They show that the organization arranged a historical ex-
hibit in the courthouse at Warren, conducted an essay contest in the
grade and high schools of the county, and presented a pageant in
connection with its first annual picnic, which was attended by about
seven thousand people.

The early political history of Murray County was reviewed by
Mr. James Ruane in a paper read at the annual meeting of the Mur-
ray County Historical Society at Slayton on December 10. Mr.
William Phelan of Currie and Mr. Robert Hyslop of Slayton were
appointed members of a committee to care for the first cemetery in
the county. The officers of the society were re-elected (see ante,

15:250).

The Otter Tail County Historical Society commemorated the Sib-
ley centennial at its annual meeting at Fergus Falls on November 24,
when the Reverend Earl Baumhofer presented a review of Sibley’s
career. Judge Anton Thompson was elected president of the society;
H. M. Wheelock, vice president; E. T. Barnard, secretary; and El-

mer E. Adams, treasurer.

‘The annual meeting of the Rice County Historical Society, which
was held at Faribault on October 22, resulted in the re-election of
Professor C. A. Duniway of Carleton College, Northfield, as presi-
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dent, and the naming of Mrs. Archer Young of Faribault as vice
president, Mr. H. L. Buck of Faribault as secretary, and Mr. A. R,
Leach of Faribault as treasurer. The Sibley centennial was com-
memorated in the program. Mr., Willoughby M. Babcock, curator
of the state historical society’s museum, read a paper on “ Henry Has-
tings Sibley, Lord of the North”; and Mr. Buck, the secretary of the
county society, presented a survey of “Early Fur Trading on the
Cannon River.” The latter paper, which gave special attention to
the trading operations of Alexander Faribault, is published in three
installments in the Faribault Daily News for October 24, 25, and 26;
Mr. Babcock’s paper appears in the same paper for October 23 and
in the Gompanion, a publication of the Minnesota School for the Deaf
at Faribault, for November 8 and 22.

A display of pictures illustrative of pioneer life and early events in
St. Louis County has been arranged by the St. Louis County His-
torical Society in the corridor adjoining its rooms in the courthouse

at Duluth.

Before a joint meeting of the Goodhue County and Lake Pepin
Valley Historical societies, held at Red Wing on November 12, Mr.
Charles M. Gates, acting curator of manuscripts for the Minnesota
Historical Society, presented a paper entitled ‘ Bridges Facing East ”’;
and Mr. John Wilbur spoke on the life of his grandfather, Carl Roos,
a pioneer settler at Vasa. Papers on the career of Henry H. Sibley,
by Mrs. Sara W. Mclntyre, and on Scotch settlement in Wabasha
County, by Mr. J. E. Phillips, were read at a meeting of the Lake
Pepin Valley society at Lake City on December 10.

At the annual meeting of the Washington County Historical So-
ciety, which was held at Stillwater on October 1, Mr. Thomas
Cooney of Afton spoke on the early history of his community; Mr.
L. W. Orr outlined the history of Denmark Township, where he re-
sides; and Mrs. Mary Bailey of Cottage Grove read extracts from an
old diary kept by a member of her family. The officers of the so-
ciety were re-elected (see ante, 15:372).

Locar History ITEMS

A sketch of Turtle River Township in the Bemidji Daily Pioneer
for November 30 is an addition to the series of Beltrami County
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township histories that have been appearing in that paper (see ante,
5:483). A description of the first issue of the Bemidji Eagle, which
appeared on April 10, 1896, and an account of early bridges across
the Mississippi at Bemidji are other articles of interest to local his-
torians, published in the Pioneer for October 16 and December 13.

Pioneer days in Blue Earth County are recalled by Mr. Francis
W. Stevens of Wilsall, Montana, in a colorful and well-written nar-
rative published in the Mankato Free Press for November 14. In
1864 the writer settled with his family near Good Thunder on the
Maple River. He tells of the journey in a covered wagon from the
old home in Wisconsin, of the building of the log cabin that be-
came his home in Minnesota, of the frontier school and church,
and of an Indian scare. An interesting view of Mankato in 1866
appears with the article. Among other articles of historical interest
appearing in recent issues of the Free Press are an account of an
attempt to drill an artesian well at Mankato, published on December
3; a report on early horse racing in the city, December 17; and an
explanation of the methods used in the early seventies to put through
a bond issue for a railroad between Mankato and Wells, December 28.

The O. W. Schmidt Saddlery Company, the oldest business con-
cern in Mankato, observed the seventy-fifth anniversary of its found-
ing on November 30. A brief survey of its history and a portrait of
the founder, Gottlieb Schmidt, appear in the Mankato Free Press
for December 5.

The eightieth anniversary of the settlement of New Ulm was
celebrated by the Junior Pioneers association of that city on October
7. Mr. Fred W. Johnson, president of the Brown County Histori-
cal Society, the principal speaker, related interesting incidents from
the pioneer history of the county. He was responsible also for an
exhibit of seven hundred pictures of early settlers in the community,
selected from his private collection of more than eight thousand por-
traits of Brown County pioneers. The anniversary was commemo-
rated also by the publication, in the Brownr County Journal from
October 5 to November 16, of an account of the founding of New
Ulm. This narrative, which appeared originally in the New Ulm
Pioneer, a German newspaper, was translated for publication in the
Journal.
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The history of the Eagle Roller Mill Company of New Ulm is
outlined in an interesting article entitled “ New Ulm History Linked
with Milling Development,” which appears in the Tyler Journal for
December 7. It tells of flour-milling enterprises at New Ulm in the
fifties and sixties, of the three young men from Cincinnati — Charles
and William Silverson and A. Schmitt, Jr.—who purchased the
Eagle Mill in 1886, and of the later development of this industry.

‘The beginning of the seventy-fifth year of continuous publication
of the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska is noted in an article appear-
ing in the issue of that paper for October 18.

Dzr. A. E. Stevens of Montevideo, who settled in Chippewa County
as a boy in 1869, recalls the beginnings of settlement in the region and
the early years of the community in the Montevideo News for Oc-
tober 12. He was one of a party of settlers who traveled from Owa-
tonna to Chippewa County by ox team, and he recalls interestingly
the story of that journey, naming the nineteen members of the group.
In describing the development of Montevideo, Dr. Stevens tells of the
first Fourth of July celebration, early industries, the building of a
school, the blizzard of 1873, and other matters.

A group of objects relating to the history of Peller Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, of Hastings has been placed on display in the
Dakota County courthouse. The case in which the exhibit is ar-
ranged was supplied by the local American Legion Auxiliary. A brief
account of the history of the post by Miss Emma Truax appears in
the Hastings Gazette for November 16.

Announcement of a “campaign to restore and make a state park
out of the baronial Donnelly mansion and estate near Hastings” is
made in the Minneapolis Star for October 19. The leader of the
movement for the preservation of the Donnelly House is Representa-
tive S. A. Stockwell of Minneapolis. A description of the house,
some pictures of the interior and exterior, and an outline of Don-
nelly’s varied career are published in the Star.

A number of interesting articles about the history of Fillmore
County are included in the “ Seventieth Anniversary Edition” of the
Preston Republican, issued on November 1. One deals with the
“spirited battles among 4 towns”— Chatfield, Carimona, Forest-
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ville, and Preston — for the county seat, which resulted in the tri-
umph of Preston in 1856. A review of the history of the Republican
includes a detailed survey of the career of its founder, W. A. Hotch-
kiss, who was connected with the Minnesota press from 1854 to 1903
and who published the Minnesota Democrat at Minneapolis before
the Civil War. The story of education in Fillmore County is out-
lined by Irene Warren. A contribution to the milling history of
southern Minnesota is a sketch of the first Fillmore County flour
mill, which was built at Forestville in 1856 and to which the farmers
of the vicinity brought their grain for many years. According to the
writer of this article “in 1856, the Forestville flour mill was the only
one in the county. Later, 19 of them were strung along the Root
river, with several in other spots. ‘T'oday, there is only one flour mill
in the county.”” A picture of the mill taken in 1900 appears with the
article. Another local industry, dairying, receives attention in this
issue of the Republican, which includes brief historical accounts of
several Fillmore County creameries.

Items from the early criminal history of Goodhue County gleaned
from a ledger in the sheriff’s office at Red Wing appear in a brief
article in the Red Wing Daily Eagle for December 11. The records
begin with 1859, and they show that the ** first prisoner ever placed
in Goodhue jail escaped.”

Under the title “ Trails: An Early History of Grant County,”
William Goetzinger presents a history of the Red River trails in a
section of western Minnesota in the Grant County Herald of Elbow
Lake from November 8 to January 10. To introduce the narrative,
the author tells of recent archaeological discoveries in the Red River
Valley, of the Indians of the region, and of early exploration. Em-
phasis, however, is placed upon the Red River trails, the cart trade
that passed over them, and the expeditions that followed them to the
West and the North. Long excerpts are quoted from diaries and
narratives penned by members of the expeditions led by Samuel
Woods, Isaac I. Stevens, C. F. Smith, and others. The beginnings
of stagecoach travel between St. Paul and Fort Abercrombie in the
late fifties, the Sioux War, and the military expeditions that passed
through western Minnesota in the sixties also figure in the narra-
tive.
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An exhibit of pioneer agricultural implements and other objects
was placed on display at the Hopkins High School on December 14.
It was arranged by Mr. V. E. Nylin, instructor in agriculture, in
connection with a program honoring the early settlers of the com-
munity. An ox yoke, a cranberry harvester, homemade carpenter’s
tools, a candle lantern, and some issues of the Cultivator, an early
farm periodical, for the years from 1838 to 1840 were among the ob-
jects displayed.

The growth of a little colony on the ridge between Christmas and
Silver lakes, within sight of Lake Minnetonka, has been described by
some of its members in prose, verse, and drawing and assembled in a
baoklet entitled /# hite Crows: Some Notes on Silver Ridge, Christ-
mas Lake (1934, 45 p.). The publisher and printer, Mr. Emerson
Woulling, is a member of the Silver Ridge colony.

The Andrew Presbyterian Church of Minneapolis, which cele-
brated its seventy-fifth anniversary in April, 1932, has issued a
valuable church history (108 p.). A chapter is devoted to early
Protestant missionary activity and church work in the vicinity of St.
Paul and St. Anthony, another tells the story of the founding of the
first Presbyterian church of St. Anthony in 1857 and of its growth
until 1890. Later developments in the history of the church and the
work of the pastors who served the congregation from 1911 to 1932
are described in five chapters.

Articles relating to the early history of Kittson County by Win V.
Working continue to appear in the Kittson County Enterprise (see
ante, 15:488). In the issue for October 17 the writer describes a
pamphlet published in 1882 by the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Mani-
toba Railroad to encourage settlement in Kittson County. It was
printed in Swedish and was distributed in Sweden. Portions of the
narrative, descriptive of local bonanza farms, have been translated
by the owner of a copy of the pamphlet, Mr. Axel Lindegard of Hal-
lock, and are included in Mr. Working’s sketch.

A program commemorating the golden anniversary of the found-
ing of Madison was presented in that city on October 17. The
speakers included Mr. O. G. Dale, who reviewed the early history of
Lac qui Parle County and of Madison; and Mr. G. W. Remington,
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superintendent of the local schools, who outlined the story of public
school education in Madison. Historical sketches of four local
churches were presented by their pastors, S. C. Simonson, K. Wohl-
fohrt, F. H. Bergman, and Joseph Titlie; and the past activities of
two local lodges were described by Roy Pool and Theodor S. Slen.
Mr. Remington’s paper appears in full in the Western Guard of
Madison for October 19.

Under the title *“ The Headlines of Other Days,” sketches relating
to the early history of Lake Wilson and Murray County are appear-
ing in the Lake Wilson Pilot. The Lake Wilson Literary Society,
which was organized on January 23, 1891, is the subject of an article
published on December 6; the community’s first Christmas celebra-
tion, which was staged in 1884 with an ash tree serving as a Christ-
mas tree, is described in the issue for December 20. An account of
the organization of the county and of the first county officials appears
in the number for December 27.

A one-room schoolhouse in Rosetown Township, Ramsey County,
which “opened its doors in 1873,” is the subject of an article by
Edith B. Kirkwood in the Minneapolis Journal for November 18.
“Virtually within the shadows of the skyscrapers of Minnesota’s two
largest cities and at the intersection of two roaring highways,” Lar-
penteur and Cleveland avenues, the little school, according to the
writer, “‘ forms a strange contrast of mellow rural history and rapid
city development.”

The fiftieth anniversary of the building of the Rice School in St.
Paul was celebrated by teachers and former students on November
22. Some information about the history of the school and a sketch
of Edmund Rice, for whom it was named, appear in the §t. Paul
Pioneer Press for November 18.

The people of Wabasso celebrated the thirty-fifth anniversary of
the founding of their village on November 1. To call attention to
this event, the front page of the first issue of the Wabasso Standard,
dated April 20, 1900, is reproduced in that paper for October 25,
1934; and an article by F. Fischer on the founding of the village is
reprinted from the number for April 12, 1901. The anniversary
also was commemorated by the publication of Arnold J. Bauer’s Story
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of Wabasso (183 p.). This interesting booklet will be reviewed in
a future number of MinNEsora HisTory.

The announcement that Mr. Paul Winnegge has recently com-
pleted a history of his home community, Bird Island, is made in the
Bird Island Union for November 15. In a letter published in the
same issue, Mr. Burton H. Bowler of Minneapolis suggests that “ old
residents of Bird Island might assist in printing ” the narrative.

A large number of articles of historical interest were placed on
display in the building occupied by the Northfield News during the
Rice County Fair, which was held from September 27 to 29. The
exhibit is described in the News for October 5, where the suggestion
is made that “ Northfield should have a museum for the collection
and preservation of local historical cobjects.”

“Owatonna — Its Beginning” is the title of “a continued story
based on the available records of the time’ by Orville J. Farestad,
the first installment of which appears in the ‘ tabloid ” section of the
Owatonna Journal-Chronicle for October 19. The narrative, which
deals with settlement, the building of pioneer homes, transportation
problems, and the like, is presented in the form of fiction.

Mz:. O. B. DeLaurier is the author of detailed historical accounts
of Todd County townships that have been appearing in the Long
Prairie Leader since August 2. The townships discussed before Janu-
ary 1 and the dates on which the articles appeared follow: Birchdale,
August 2; Kandota, August 9; Bruce, August 16; Turtle Creek,
August 30; Burleene, September 6; Leslie, September 13; Gordon,
September 20; West Union, October 4 to November 1; Grey Eagle,
November 8 to December 13; and Ward, December 20.

The lumberjack of other days was specially honored in a “ Pioneer
Days” fete which was held at Stillwater from November 14 to 16.
A parade of antique vehicles and a demonstration of early fire-fighting
apparatus were features of the celebration. Exhibits of pictures and
objects illustrative of pioneer life and the lumber industry were ar-
ranged in store windows throughout the city. Pictures of lumbering
activities on the St. Croix are reproduced in the Stillwater Daily
Gazette for November 13, 14, and 16; and a list of one-time lumber-
jacks who attended the celebration also appears in the latter issue.
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Interesting bits of pioneer social history are recalled by Mrs. H. P.
Crocker in a “ History of Lakeland,” which appears in the Stillwater
Gazette for November 8. For example, she tells that the school
children of the sixties “all wore copper tipped shoes,” and she de-
scribes a Christmas entertainment at which she received a doll with
a wax head.

Among the local celebrations that marked the Sibley centennial
was the presentation at Winona on October 17 of a one-act play by
Rose H. Spencer entitled “ The Price of Pioneers.” The perform-
ance was sponsored by the Winona Parent-Teacher Association.

Frontier conditions in the Crow River Valley were recalled by
Mirs. Att Welker of Delano, a pioneer of 1857, in a talk presented
at a meeting of the Four-Town Farm Bureau at Maple Plain on No-
vember 20. It is reported by Arthur Holmquist in the Minnetonka
Pilot of Mound for November 29 and the Delano Eagle for Decem-
ber 13.
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