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Mr. Clark Orton of Algona, Iowa, a son of C. K. Orton, the 
founder of Ortonville, is the author of a series of reminiscent 
sketches, the first of which appears in the Ortonville Independent for 
January 31. Among the subjects of these articles are the blizzard of 
1878, a prairie fire that nearly destroyed the town, and early schools 
in Ortonville. 

Early days in Sleepy Eye are described in an interesting and de­
tailed reminiscent article by George W. Somerville of Los Angeles, 
which appears in the Brown County Journal for January 11. The 
writer relates that he "landed in Sleepy Eye on June 24, 1879, just 
in time to be drafted into the making of the Fourth of July speech." 
A valuable feature of the sketch is Mr. Somerville's, account of the 
impeachment proceedings against Judge E. St. Julien Cox, which oc­
curred while the author was serving as county attorney of Brown 
County. He describes also his experiences as a state senator from 
1898 to 1906, and his activities as an attorney in "practically every 
county seat fight in the state." The article is reprinted in the Sleepy 
Eye Herald-Dispatch for January 17 and 24. 

In a letter published in the Barnum Herald for January 17, Mr. 
John Manni tells how the village of Kettle River in Carlton County 
received its name. The settlement, which was made up largely of 
Finns, was originally known as Finland, and part of it is still called 
by that name, according to the writer. After the railroad was built 
in 1909 and a post office was established, the town was often confused 
with another village of the same name in Lake County. As a result, 
writes Mr. Manni, the Carlton County settlement was given the 
name of the stream on which it is located. 

The thirty-eighth anniversary of the Chisago County Press of 
Lindstrom is the occasion for the publication of a history of the 
newspaper in its issue for March 7. Its beginnings are traced to a 
Swedish paper called Medborgaren, which began publication on 
March 3, 1898. According to this account, Medborgaren, the Chi­
sago County Courier, and the Center City Press "were consolidated 
into the Chisago County Press in the year 1905." 

Under the heading "Early Days — Olden Ways," historical es­
says submitted in a contest sponsored by the Farmers Independent of 
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Bagley for students in the grade schools of Clearwater County have 
been appearing regularly in that paper since January 3 (see ante, 15: 
485) . The results of the contest are announced in the issue for that 
date, which includes also the essay that was awarded first place — an 
account of " Early Days in Shevlin " by Helen Gordon. T h e second 
prize was given to Verna McCollum for a sketch of the " History of 
the Moose School," and the third to Severt Kvande for an outline of 
the " History of Clearwater County." 

In a letter to the Windom Reporter, published in its issue for 
January 4, Miss Gertrude B. Gove relates the history of the public 
square on which the Cottonwood County courthouse now stands. 
" W h e n the Sioux City and Saint Paul Railroad Company," writes 
Miss Gove, "platted the original townsite of Windom in 1871, ' a 
good sized Public Square to be surrounded with business buildings' 
was a part of the plan." Items about this square are quoted from 
local papers from 1871 to the present, and the activities of various 
individuals in helping to beautify the community are described. 

T h e recent abandoning of the Hastings and Dakota Railroad, 
which since 1868 has connected Hastings and Farmington, is the 
occasion for the publication, in the Hastings Gazette for February 8, 
of an interesting sketch of the history of the road. The building of 
the road, the arrival of the first locomotive, its first trip with six flat 
cars over a mile of road, and an excursion to Farmington on New 
Year's Day, 1869, are described. Much of the narrative is based 
upon material drawn from early files of the Gazette. The article is 
reprinted in the Dakota County Tribune of Farmington for Febru­
ary 22. 

Since the publication in the Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake 
of William Goetzinger's " T r a i l s : An Early History of Grant 
County," a number of pioneer residents of the region have contrib­
uted reminiscent articles to that paper. Sketches by C. H . Phinney 
of Herman appear in the issues for January 24, February 7 and 21, 
and March 7, 21, and 28 ; among the subjects of his articles are a 
trip by covered wagon from Wisconsin to western Minnesota in 1869, 
wheat shipments to Minneapolis in the seventies, the first school in 
Herman, the grasshopper plague, and prairie fires. Other interesting 
articles about frontier life in western Minnesota virritten by J . N . 
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Sanford of Cloverdale, New Mexico, and George G. AUanson of 
Buffalo have appeared in recent issues of the Herald. 

Laws and regulations adopted by the town board of Crystal Lake 
Township in Hennepin County from 1860 to 1863 are described in 
an article in the Hennepin County Enterprise of Robbinsdale for 
March 28. Information presented in the sketch was drawn from a 
volume of "Records of the Town of Crystal Lake," discovered re­
cently in the office of the Enterprise. 

" The Mills of Edina " are the subject of a sketch by Mrs. Mary 
C. Percy, which appears in the Northwestern Miller for January 30. 
She asserts that " there have been five mills on Minnehaha Creek," 
and she tells in some detail the story of the one that was known as 
the Edina Mill. This mill was acquired in 1869 by the writer's 
grandfather, Andrew CraiL 

The passing of half a century since organized charities had their 
beginning in Minneapolis was celebrated by the Minneapolis Family 
Welfare Association on December 17, 1934. A brief outline of its 
development from 1884, when it was organized as the Associated 
Charities, to the present is contained in a booklet issued in connection 
with the celebration. Another Minneapolis charitable organization, 
the Jewish Family Welfare Association, marked its twenty-fifth an­
niversary on January 30. A sketch of its history is included in the 
report of its president, Mr. I. S. Joseph, which appears in the asso­
ciation's Twenty-fifth Annual Report (15p.). 

The Bulletin of the Minneapolis Institute of Arts for February 23 
is given over to an article on " How the Art Institute Began." It 
traces the story of art in the Mill City back to 1883, when the Min­
neapolis Society of Fine Arts was organized with Dr. William W. 
Folwell as president; tells of the opening of the Minneapolis School 
of Art in 1886; and describes the steps by which after 1910 the insti­
tute acquired its collections and its building. The twenty-fifth anni­
versary of the institute was celebrated by its members on January 10. 

The interesting and unusual story of a Minneapolis store that has 
drawn customers from all parts of the city to Cedar Avenue since the 
late eighties is told by Joe MacGaheran in an article entitled " Holt-
zermann's Quest," which appears in Golfer and Sportsman for Feb-



1935 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 2 4 9 

ruary. Special attention is given to the collecting and importing 
done by Louis Holtzermann, who supplied the store with its unique 
stock. 

The organization in 1920 and the later activities of the Minne­
apolis Municipal Ski Club are described by Julius P. Blegen in an 
article entitled "King of Winter Sports," which appears in the 
M. A. C. Gopher for January. Events sponsored by the club and 
" ski Stars " among its members who have gained wide reputations are 
mentioned. 

The Metropolitan Life Building of Minneapolis is described as 
the city's first skyscraper in an article by Gordon Roth in the Minne­
apolis Tribune for March 3. The writer describes the construction 
of the building in 1888 by Louis F. Menage and tells of the festivities 
that accompanied its completion. 

Ten Minneapolis buildings selected for their historical importance 
by the Historic American Buildings Survey are described in an article 
in the Minneapolis Journal for March 10. They include the stone 
towers at Fort Snelling, two early residences, the Pillsbury "A" Mill, 
and two churches. 

Brief biographical sketches of several Minneapolis men, including 
Arthur M. Keith and Walter J. Keith, are to be found in a recent 
genealogical work entitled The Keith Book by Adelaide Keith Mer­
rill (Minneapolis, 1934. 187 p.). 

The issue of the Hokah Chief for March 21 is an eightieth anni­
versary number which contains a number of interesting historical 
articles about the community in the Root River Valley. Mr. W. W. 
Becker is the author of an article entitled "When Hokah Was 
Young," in which he lists many of the older homes and other build­
ings in the village and tells briefly the stories of their beginnings. 
Early railroads in southeastern Minnesota are recalled by a pioneer 
locomotive engineer, Mr. John Green. A collection of pioneer ob­
jects and manuscripts assembled by Mr. W. J. Langen and displayed 
in a log cabin which he erected for the purpose on his farm near 
Hokah is the subject of another article. 

A band organized at Grand Rapids in 1892 is described as the 
" first musical organization in Grand Rapids and Itasca county " in 
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the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for March 20. An account of 
this band and of musical activity in northeastern Minnesota is in­
cluded in a column headed " Up in This Neck of the Woods." 

Announcements about a history of Lincoln County to be published 
serially in the Lake Benton News appear in that paper for March 22 
and 29. A plea for letters and reminiscent material relating to the 
early history of the county is made in the latter issue. 

Some incidents in the "Ear ly History of Marshall County" are 
related by Darlyne Sands in the Warren Sheaf for January 23. She 
tells of a number of early settlers who came to the county in covered 
wagons from the southern part of the state, she describes some early 
schools and churches, and she relates the story of the beginnings of 
railroad transportation in the region. 

The reminiscences of an Olmsted County physician. Dr . Charles 
T . Granger, are presented in a series of articles entitled " The Saga 
of a Country Doctor " that appear in the Sunday issues of the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press from January 13 to March 3. Dr. Granger be­
gan practicing in Rochester forty-three years ago, and his narrative 
contains numerous accounts of the hardships that a general practi­
tioner had to undergo in the horse and buggy age. Names of physi­
cians who have become famous in medical history in the nation as well 
as in Minnesota appear in the account. S. P . L. 

Incidents from the early history of Otter Tail County are being 
included in a column bearing the heading " Otter Tales : A Person­
alized History of Otter Tail County," which began publication in 
the Perham Enterprise-Bulletin for March 14. In the opening in­
stallment, M r . Harvey Smalley, Jr., the editor, expresses his indebt­
edness to M r . Henry Kemper, a pioneer of the county, and states 
that information has been obtained also from files of the Bulletin and 
from the state and county historical societies. Material relating to 
a settlement at Rush Lake appears in the first few installments. 

Successive periods of drought and flood in Otter Tai l County after 
1859 are described by a former resident of the region, W . J. B. Moses 
of Springfield, Ohio, in an article in the Alexandria Citizen-News for 
February 7. The sketch is reprinted from a Springfield newspaper 
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for which M r . Moses prepares a column, writing under the name of 
" Barr Moses." 

The founding of a Dutch colony at Butler in Otter Tai l County 
in 1910 is described by Mr . Jacques Hendrickx, one of the original 
settlers, in an interview published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal 
for March 19. T h e original members of the colony are named, 
their present whereabouts are given, and the condirions with which 
they were forced to cope upon their arrival are described. 

Recent archaeological discoveries in western Minnesota are briefly 
touched upon in the first of a series of popular articles by Win V. 
Working which have been appearing in the Thief River Falls Times 
under the title " Red River Valley History" since January 24. 
Among the subjects of other articles are the Indians of northern and 
western Minnesota, Chippewa-Sioux warfare, early white explorers, 
and the Red River carts and the routes that they followed. 

Among the sketches published by M r . Win V. Working under the 
general title " History of the Northwest" in the Crookston Daily 
Times during the past three months are an account of dairying in 
Polk County, October 11 ; the history of the churches of Crookston, 
October 13 to 17; an Indian scare of 1891, November 23 to 26; the 
schools of Crookston and Polk County, December 5 to 8; lumbering 
in western Minnesota, December 27 to January 6 ; the Northwestern 
Minnesota Singers' Association, which was organized in 1922, Febru­
ary 22 and 2 3 ; and the fairs of Polk and Norman counties, March 
11 and 12. 

M r . William F . Markoe is the author of an account of a large 
Indian mound on his father's property on White Bear Lake, which 
appears in the White Bear Press for February 1. He relates that 
the mound was destroyed by workmen in the late eighties, and that 
they uncovered nineteen skeletons and many primitive artifacts. 

Tha t today "S t . Paul Boasts Fewer Hotels than in 1886" is 
brought out in a brief sketch in the St. Paul Dispatch for January 14. 
T h e account notes that St. Paul was credited with sixty-six hotels 
in the Hotel Red Book of 1886, while at present only forty-eight are 
listed in the classified section of the telephone directory. 
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A summary of the main events in the history of the village of 
Wabasso in Redwood County and a series of short chapters describ­
ing the establishment and growth of churches, schools, clubs, and busi­
ness organizations comprise a volume entitled The Story of Wabasso 
(1934. 183 p.) written by Arnold J . Bauer in commemoration of 
the thirty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the town. A selection 
of " Episodes of Wabasso," some of them amusing, others sensational, 
and a list of old settlers conclude the volume. The author has gath­
ered his material from contemporary documents and newspapers and 
from the minute books of organizations, supplementing these facts 
with the recollections of " old time residents." His record is more a 
compendium than a narrative, and too much emphasis is placed in it 
upon " first" events. Nevertheless his sense of humor and of human 
interest make the book thoroughly readable, and the facts he presents 
give a suggestive picture of social life in a small town in twentieth-
century Minnesota. C. M . G. 

Interviews with Redwood County pioneers are reported by Ray E. 
Colton in a number of recent issues of the Redwood Gazette of Red­
wood Falls. The recollections of Mr . and Mrs . Gottlieb Kuenzli, 
who settled in Redwood Falls in the late sixties, are the basis for an 
article published on February 7. Some of their most interesting 
reminiscences relate to the activities of a pioneer physician. Dr. D . L. 
Hitchcock. The experiences of two other Redwood County pioneers, 
Mr . A. A. Wilson and M r . Joseph Tyson, are described in articles 
published on February 21 and 28. Archaeological discoveries in cen­
tral Minnesota are the subject of another article by M r . Colton, 
which appears in the issue for March 7. 

An announcement that a room in the Northfield Public Library 
" is now open to the public and ready to receive gifts of local histori­
cal objects and manuscripts " is made in the Northfield News for 
March 22. The citizens of Northfield are invited to " share in what 
may become an important Northfield asset by giving to the public 
library, in trust for the people of this community, any articles bearing 
on the history of the region." 

In order to "create popular interest in and appreciation of the 
backgrounds" of the Northfield community, M r . Carl L. Weicht, 
editor of the Northfield News, has been giving monthly radio talks 
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under the auspices of the Northfield Association over station W C A L . 
The first talk, presented on February 20, dealt with a group of North-
field pioneers who were "cultural builders"; the second, given on 
March 20, reviewed the story of early milling on the Cannon River 
and its relation to the founding of Northfield; and in two talks pre­
sented on April 17 and 24 the most exciting episode in the history of 
the community, the bank robbery of 1876, was recalled. The talks 
have been published, with appropriate illustrations, in the News, the 
first appearing in the issue for March 1. 

Among the sketches on local history published recently by M r . 
J . E. Townsend in the Belle Plaine Herald are accounts of " Deer 
and Bear Hunting " and of the hunting of small game in the vicinity 
of Belle Plaine, which appear in the issues for January 10 and 24. 
Another sketch, which is published on February 21, deals with " Com­
modity Prices of 75 Years Ago " ; it is based upon an account book 
for the years 1860-62. 

A brief sketch of a school at Shakopee known as " District 41 
School" appears in the Shakopee Argus-Tribune for January 10. 
The building, which was erected in 1870, is soon to be demolished. 
The register of the first class enrolled In the grammar department 
has been preserved by one of the students, M r . Julius A. Coller, and 
the names of the students included in the register appear with the 
present article. An early picture of the school illustrates the article. 

An account of mounds in the Cut Foot Sioux district prepared by 
Gerald S. Horton, formerly a forest ranger in the region, is the basis 
for an article by George W . Kelley in the Duluth News-Tribune for 
March 10. Mr . Horton has presented a copy of his account to the 
Minnesota Historical Society (see ante, p. 101). 

Life in a frontier Minnesota town on the upper Mississippi — St. 
Cloud — during the stirring days of the Civil and Sioux wars is por­
trayed by Henrietta L. Memler in a historical narrative entitled " St. 
Cloud, 1861-65," which appears in installments in the St. Cloud 
Daily Times from February 8 to March 6. The account, based 
chiefly on items gathered from newspapers — the St. Cloud Demo­
crat and the St. Cloud Times — and from manuscript sources in the 
possession of the Minnesota Historical Society, was prepared orig-
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inally as a term paper for a course in Minnesota history at the 
University of Minnesota. It traces the economic, social, religious, 
and political bases of life in the frontier community of St. Cloud 
through a five-year period, and synthesizes the different elements into 
a coherent whole. In the opening year of the Civil War , Miss 
Memler points out, St. Cloud was still a frontier village less than ten 
years old. There remained a great deal of work to be done in the 
formation of the frontier institutions of the time — schools to be es­
tablished, churches to be erected, business enterprises to be expanded, 
and homes to be constructed. The Civil War , although it seemed 
to the citizens of St. Cloud to be a " dim and distant" scourge, ham­
pered the work of laying these foundations. The real menace to 
progress, however, was the Sioux Outbreak of 1862, and so impressed 
with the horrors of Indian war were these frontier people that "be­
yond a doubt, St. Cloudians of the later nineteenth century placed 
their events ' before ' or ' after ' the Indian Scare, rather than ' before ' 
or ' after' the rebellion." The narrative is divided into three chap­
ters, one dealing with events before the outbreak, a second with the 
outbreak itself, and a third with the last years of the Civil W a r period. 
The account is carried up to the period of rapid growth that followed 
the construction of the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad to St. Cloud 
in the fall of 1865. It is an excellent and interesting example of 
the possibilities for constructive work afforded by a study of local 
history. A. J. L. 

T h e story of a southern Minnesota community is reflected in the 
fortieth anniversary edition of the Blooming Prairie Times, published 
on February 21. The history of the paper, which was established in 
May, 1893, is the subject of a number of articles. Among these is 
a long reminiscent narrative by Theodore Eagre, editor of the Times 
for twenty-four years; a brief article by Mrs. Geraldine Rasmussen, 
telling of her purchase of the paper in 1929 and of her adventures as 
its publisher; and an account of the experiences of a reporter for the 
paper in 1917 by H. E. Rasmussen, now the publisher of the Austin 
Herald. A large number of articles in the issue deal with the de­
velopment of local business concerns, including a shoe store, a cloth­
ing store, drug stores, meat markets, a furniture store, general stores, 
creameries, a mill, banks, a garage, a barber shop, a hardware store, 
and an automobile dealer. Historical sketches of local Catholic, 
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Presbyterian, Baptist, and Lutheran churches are presented; and the 
development of the village school system is outlined. The history of 
the village, from its founding in 1867, is reviewed; a sketch of the 
township, which originally was called Oak Glen and which was set­
tled in 1856, is included. Fraternal organizations and local clubs 
are the subjects of several articles; the beginnings of football in 1906 
are described; the story of the municipal light plant is presented; and 
the World W a r services of the community are outlined. Among the 
individuals whose contributions to the growth of the village are de­
scribed are M r . Henry Vollharth, Mrs . J . C. Brainerd, and Dr . 
Benedik Melby. 

The quarrying of limestone for building purposes in the neighbor­
hood of Owatonna is the subject of an interesting historical sketch by 
Emery Lindesmith in the " tabloid " section of the Owatonna Journal-
Chronicle for January 4. The author relates that Avery W . Adams 
quarried the first stone along the Straight River in 1855, using the 
product in the building of his home; that commercial quarrying was 
started by Daniel C. Potter in the sixties; and that extensive opera­
tions were conducted from 1870 to 1904 by Orlando Lindesmith. 
T h e methods used to quarry the stone, which in the early period de­
pended entirely on hand labor, are described in some detail by M r . 
Lindesmith. 

Reports of interviews with and reminiscent articles by pioneers 
have been appearing from time to time in the tabloid section of the 
Owatonna Journal-Chronicle. An interview with Mr . E. M . Twi­
ford, for twenty-eight years chief of the Owatonna fire department, 
appears in the issue for January 11 ; Mr . Jonathan O. Eastman recalls 
the extreme cold of 1873 in an article published on February 1; and 
in the issue for February 15 Mr . Louis F . Teske tells that "getting 
mired " in Owatonna was a regular occurrence in the spring before 
the streets were paved. An interesting series of reminiscent sketches 
by Herbert Luers, formerly editor of the Journal-Chronicle, has been 
appearing since February 21. In the opening installments he tells of 
the activities of the Beethoven Musical Association, a choral society 
organized and directed by Professor A. C. Gutterson, and of the 
Owatonna band, which was directed by George D. Holden. Social 
life and amusements in the eighties and the writer's experiences as a 
newspaper man are described in later installments. 
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Pioneer life in Stevens County was described by M r . L. L. Hanse 
of Framnas Township in an address presented before the Wadsworth 
Trai l chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution at Mor­
ris on March 12. He told of the arrival of his family in the town­
ship in 1867, of life in a dugout, of early transportation by stagecoach 
and rail, of relations between settlers and Indians, and the like. The 
address is published in full in the Morris Sun for March 15. 

M r . O . B. DeLaurier's histories of Todd County townships con­
tinue to appear in the Long Prairie Leader (see ante, p. 131). W a r d 
Township is described in the installments that appear from January 
3 to 24; Hartford Township is the subject of those published from 
January 31 to March 28. 

M r . Burt W . Eaton of Rochester was the principal speaker at the 
fifty-ninth annual meeting of the Old Settlers of Greenwood Prairie, 
which was held on February 20. He described the Minnesota exhibit 
at the Crystal Palace Exposition in New York in 1853 and told of the 
resulting immigration. A paper entitled " Memories of Plainview " 
was read by Mrs. Minnie O'Connell. This paper was presented also 
at a meeting of the Plainview Travelers' Club on February 18. 

The history of the Lake Pepin Valley Old Settlers' Association 
during the fifty years that have passed since its founding was reviewed 
by Mrs. William C. Fick, Jr., at the annual meeting of the associa­
tion, which was held at Lake City on February 7. A report on the 
progress of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society, which was es­
tablished last year, was presented by M r . Glenn M . Dwelle. Mrs . 
Pick's paper appears in the Lake City Graphic-Republican for Febru­
ary 21. 

Plans for the establishment of a state park on the point of land 
near Frontenac where Fort Beauharnois was located are announced 
in the Wabasha County Leader of Lake City for January 31. 

The operations of an early sawmill at Central Point, near Lake 
City, are recorded in a day book now owned by A. B. Grannis 
of Lake City, according to an article in the Lake City Graphic-
Republican for February 21. The entries show that a "locomotive 
engine " to run the mill was brought " by river steamer at a cost of 
$671.66 from Alleghany." 
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A historical sketch of Brown's Hotel at Lake City, which has 
been designated by the Historic American Buildings Survey as a 
structure worthy of preservation, appears in the Wabasha County 
Leader for February 7, The building was erected in the early fifties. 

Members of the Winona County Old Settlers Association as­
sembled at Winona on February 22 for their forty-sixth annual meet­
ing. Interviews with a number of the pioneers who attended the 
meeting are reported in the Winona Republican-Herald for February 
22. Early lumbering and steamboating activities are recalled by Mr. 
James T. Robb, Sr., of Winona; Mr. James Douville of Dakota tells 
of experiences in the Civil and Sioux wars; and the collapse of a 
drawbridge on the Winona and St. Peter Railroad in 1871 is de­
scribed by Mr. Fred D. Perkins of Winona. 

Pioneer life and people and early events in the history of Monti­
cello are described by C. A. French in a series of articles which began 
publication in the Monticello Times for January 10. Among the 
subjects touched upon are Wright County settlers in the Civil War, 
the naming of Monticello, early postmasters, the platting of the town-
site, the " Massachusetts colony," and the building of the first bridge 
across the Mississippi at Monticello. 
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