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Incidents from the history of Roseau County were re-enacted in a
pageant presented by the Roseau County Historical Society as part of
a celebration in commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the or-
ganization of the county on June 21 and 22. About five thousand
people gathered at Roseau during the festivities.

An account of the picture collection of the St. Louis County His-
torical Society is contributed by its secretary, Anna L. Monson, to the
Duluth Free Press for April 26.

Early surveys in Wabasha County were described by Mr. George
Beaty in a talk before the Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society at
Lake City on June 10. A paper on Fort Beauharnois, prepared by
the Reverend James L. Connolly of St. Paul, was read by Mrs. W,
H. Pletsch. “Lake City’s Early Grain Elevators ”’ was the title of a
paper by Mrs. Elton Lamb which was read at a meeting of the society
on April 9. It is published in full in the W abasha County Leader of
Lake City for April 18.

Dr. Charles M. Gates, acting curator of manuscripts on the staff of
the Minnesota Historical Society, spoke on materials for the study
of the history of the St. Croix Valley preserved by the society at a
meeting of the Washington County Historical Society at Bayport on
May 1. A memorial to the late Edward E. Bloomquist, first presi-
dent of the Washington County society, was presented by Chester S.
Wilson, and a paper on the early history of Bayport was read by
Myrna Swenson. Another program arranged by this society and pre-
sented before a large audience at Woodbury on May 9 included a
sketch of the history of the community and accounts of 4-H Club
work in the vicinity.

A meeting held at Breckenridge on May 2 resulted in the organi-
zation of the Wilkin County Historical Society. Mr. Wi lloughby
M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the state society, addressed the
meeting, taking as his subject “ Community Memory.” The follow-
ing officers were elected for the new society: H. L. Shirley of Breck-
enridge, president; Bert Huse of Campbell, vice president; Charles
E. Holmgren of Breckenridge, secretary; and C. A. Gewalt of Breck-
enridge, treasurer.



1935 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 363

Meetings held at Winona on May 13 and June 24 resulted in the
organization of the Winona County Historical Society. On the lat-
ter date a constitution was adopted and the following officers were
elected: William Codman, president; G. H. Pierce, vice president;
Mildred Sebo, secretary; Luella Guidinger, treasurer; and Carolyn
V. Smith, historian and curator. An editorial in the Winona Re-
publican-H erald for June 25 suggests that the new society should be
provided with “quarters in which the things of bygone days may be
preserved.” ‘The writer points out that “ hundreds of residents have
one or several documents, pieces of apparel, volumes, tools, home fur-
nishings and other objects which would be genuine additions to any
accumulation designed to depict life in Winona county and its his-
tory.”

Locavr History ITEMS

Plans for compiling a history of Benton County under the supervi-
sion of J. A. Kraus and with the help of SERA workers are an-
nounced in the Foley Independent for April 17.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of St. Mary's Academy
at Graceville on June 26 is the occasion for the publication of a his-
tory of the school in the Graceville Enterprise for June 20. Accord-
ing to this account, Indian girls from the Sioux reservation at Sisseton,
South Dakota, were among the first to attend this Catholic school.

About four hundred Becker County pioneers and members of their
families gathered at the farm home of Mrs. Martinus Johnson near
Audubon on June 23 to commemorate the sixty-fifth anniversary of
the arrival on this homestead of Mrs. Johnson and her late husband.
Accounts of the celebration and of the journey of these pioneer settlers
northward from Albert Lea in 1870 appear in the Detroit Lakes
Tribune for June 27.

How the founding of New Ulm in May, 1855, followed the or-
ganization of the Chicago Landverein two years earlier is explained in
an illustrated feature article in the New Ulm Review for May 16,
which calls attention to the eightieth anniversary of the German set-
tlement in the Minnesota Valley. The Verein, according to this ac-
count, was made up of German immigrants who were attending a
night school in Chicago and who decided to found a colony.



364 NEWS AND COMMENT Seer,

Members of the Burnstown Farm Bureau listened to a talk on the
early history of Brown County by Fred W. Johnson, president of the
Brown County Historical Society, at a meeting held at Springfield on
April 16.

“ Unusual Facts of History Pertaining to Carver County and Min-
nesota ” is the heading under which the #aconia Patriot 1s publishing
a series of local historical sketches supplied by a feature service. In
the issue for April 11, a note is quoted from the March number of
MinnEesora HisTory (ante, p. 21) ; it relates to the development of
a hardy alfalfa by Wendelin Grimm on his Carver County farm.
Another sketch, published on May 2, deals with a bell foundry estab-
lished at Watertown in 1864 by William Bleedorn.

The stores and houses along St. Croix Avenue, the main street of
Lindstrom, as they appeared in 1898, are described in the Chisago
County Press of Lindstrom for April 4.

The razing of the home of Captain Henry A. Castle on Silver
Lake in North St. Paul is the occasion for the publication of an article
about the house and its owner in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June
12. The writer reveals that Castle built the house on a farm in the
late eighties, when North St. Paul was developed as a boom town.
Earlier he had been one of the owners of the St. Paul Dispatch.
The article is reprinted in the Nortk 8t. Paul Courier for June 21.

The story of the Root River State Bank of Chatfield and of the
three men-—J. C. Easton, G. H. Haven, and George H. Haven —
who have served as its presidents since it was founded in 1856 is re-
viewed in the Chatfield News for May 16. Until recently the bank
was known as the First State Bank of Chatfield. Mr. S. L. Case is
the author of an article, in the News for June 13, which deals with
“four towns in the United States and one in Canada named Chat-
field and all named for different men.”

An SERA project of unusual interest and value is being worked
out at Albert Lea, where a folk arts museum will be opened to the
public on July 30. Objects of both American and European origin
will be displayed in the museum, which is located in the Central
School. There will be assembled articles brought to Albert Lea by
members of various racial groups that make up its population, as well
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as objects illustrative of pioneer life in the community. Plans are
under way for the organization, in connection with the formal open-
ing of the museum, of a Freeborn County historical society, which
will supervise the future administration of the museum. If these
plans materialize, the collecting activities of the museum doubtless will
be broadened to include the assembling of manuscripts, newspapers,
books, and other materials of value in a study of the history of the
region. The celebration that marks the opening of the museum also
will commemorate the centennial of the exploration of Freeborn
County and southern Minnesota by Lieutenant Albert Miller Lea,
for whom the city of Albert Lea is named.

Mr. Constant Larson of Alexandria, Mr. C. H. Phinney of Her-
man, and Dr. L. W. Boe, president of St. Olaf College, Northfield,
were the speakers at a meeting of the Grant County Old Settlers’
Association at Barrett on June 24. Mr. Phinney’s address, which
dealt with “ Pioneering Days that Have Passed,” appears in the
Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake for June 27 as one of a series
of articles by this author on the history of the county (see ante, p.
247). Assessment records of 1877 are drawn upon for accounts of
conditions in a number of townships, which appear in the Herald for
April 4, 11, and 18; and an interesting sketch of T'. C. Hodgson of
Herman, a Grant County leader of the agrarian crusade of the
eighties, is published in the issue for May 16.

The history of the Hopkins post office from its establishment in
1879 with Harley Hopkins, the founder of the village, as the first
postmaster is outlined in the Hennepin County Review of Hopkins
for May 30.

A transatlantic journey from a Swedish port to Quebec, thence
by boat and rail to St. Paul, by steamboat up the Minnesota River to
Carver, and overland in a covered wagon to Monson Lake is described
by A. P. Oman, a Swedish immigrant of 1861, in an interesting
reminiscent article which appears in the Dakota County Tribune of
Farmington for April 19. A first-hand account of the experiences of
the settlers at Monson and Norway lakes during the Sioux Qutbreak
of 1862 is included.

Several brief articles about the history of the Willmar High
School appear in its publication, the W ilohi, for May 23. They re-
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veal that the first steps toward the establishment of a high school in
Willmar were taken in 1879 and that in the following year the school
was opened with four teachers.

An example of the use of history in advertising is to be found in the
“ 1935 Tourist Edition” of the International Falls Daily Journal,
issued on April 12. Bits of historical information are woven into
descriptions of resorts in the Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods
regions. Among the articles of more general interest in the edition
are accounts of Rainy Lake City and the gold rush of the nineties,
of the development of the lumber industry around International Falls
and Fort Frances, and of “Naming Minnesota’s 10,000 Lakes.”
The Koochiching County mail service of the early nineties, in which
boats, dog teams, and Indian runners figured, is the subject of an ar-
ticle by Mrs. Abe Olson.

A little log school built in Hantho Township, Lac qui Parle
County, in the early seventies is the subject of a reminiscent sketch
by Gilbert Nelson of Milan in the Independent Press of Madison for
May 17. A picture of the structure, which is still used as a granary,
accompanies the article.

The Lac qui Parle mission centennial was commemorated by the
Lac qui Parle County Old Settlers Association at a meeting near the
site of the mission on June 23. The principal address, which was pre-
sented by the Reverend H. R. Upton of Dawson, dealt with the his-
tory of the mission and the work of Thomas S. Williamson.

The later days of steamboating on the Minnesota River, when
agricultural implements were being shipped upstream to Le Sueur, are
described in an article in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for May 26.
It is based upon the papers of John Ryan, which reveal that he re-
ceived shipments on the “Alvira” in 1886.

An “Early History of Lincoln County,” compiled by A. E.
Tasker from the writings of pioneers and historians and from news-
paper files, has been appearing in installments in the Lake Benton
News since May 3. Much of the early material is quoted from a
history of Lyon County, which until 1873 included part of Lincoln
County. Beginning with the issue of June 14, reminiscent accounts
by pioneers are quoted from early newspapers.



1935 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 367

The election returns of Belle Plaine for the years 1861 and 1863
were used by J. E. Townsend in the preparation of an article in the
Belle Plaine Herald for April 18. The names of the voters who cast
ballots in these elections are listed in the article.

Members of the Martin County Historical Society who arrived in
the county in covered wagons have formed a Covered Wagon Club.
Early in April eight members had been enrolled ; their names and ac-
counts of their first journeys into the county and settlement there ap-
pear in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for April 13. In the same
paper for May 30 an account of *“ Covered Wagon Days” by E. H.
Canfield of Luverne appears. He tells of a journey from Olmsted
County to Lake Fremont Township in Martin County, where his
father settled in 1869.

Social, civic, and military organizations of Princeton are the sub-
jects of brief historical sketches in the Princeton Unien for June 27.
Among the clubs included are the Princeton Civic Betterment Club,
a women'’s organization which dates from 1915; the local commercial
club, which was organized in 1908; the Princeton Rod and Gun
Club, which has existed since 1930; organizations of Boy and Girl
Scouts; and local posts of the American Legion and of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. Articles are devoted also to Civil War veterans re-
siding in Princeton and to the participation of the village in the
Spanish-American and World wars.

Landmarks of a bygone day in southern Minnesota are the subjects
of articles, some of which are signed by R. C. Emery, that appear in
the magazine section of the Austin Daily Herald from April 6 to
June 1. The first of the group, and perhaps the most interesting,
deals with a store at Forestville that was established in the fifties by
Felix Meighen. Upon his death it was run for a time by his son,
Mir. Thomas D. Meighen of Preston, who closed its doors in 1910,
leaving the stock upon the shelves. ‘“ Many of the wares which still
fill the two floors of the store itself must have been in stock for a good
fifty years,” according to the writer, who describes the deserted store
as a “natural museum of Minnesota history.” Among the subjects
of other articles in the Herald are the Tattersoll House, an early
hotel at High Forest, April 13; the deserted villages of Wasioja and
Cedar City, April 20 and May 4; Brownsdale, 2 community that has
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seen three boom periods, May 11; and the homestead of William Buck
near Stewartville, June 1. Reminiscent sketches by pioneers written
in response to an invitation of the Herald appear in its magazine sec-
tion after June 8.

The Mower County News of Austin marks its seventieth anniver-
sary in its issue for June 13. Historical sketches of this paper and of
other Mower County newspapers appear in the issue. Among other
articles of historical interest included are a brief outline of the history
of Austin, an account of the organization of the county with lists of
early officers, a review of the history of the local Masonic lodge, a
sketch by Mrs. Ivie Bell of the history of Lyle Township and village,
a history of the local schools by Rachel D. Gardner, and an account

of the Austin Dental Society, which has been active for twenty-five
years, by Dr. C. G. Gillam.

An account book kept in the late fifties at an Austin hotel, prob-
ably the Lacy House, is the subject of an interesting article in the
Adustin Daily Herald for Mlay 20. It was found recently by Mr.
Harold Murphy while engaged in tearing down an old house.

A condensed and revised version of A, P. Rose’s History of Nobles
County (Worthington, 1908) is being published in installments in
the Worthington Globe. From May 23 to June 13 this narrative is
replaced by a reminiscent account by Louis Larson, a Swedish pioneer
who crossed the Atlantic with his parents in 1870, lived for a time in

an immigrant home in Minneapolis, and settled on a claim in Nobles
County in 1871.

The first high school graduation in Rochester, which took place in
1871, is recalled in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for June 6. Notes
about the six members of the class are included.

Mzr. Harvey Smalley, Jr., continues to publish his “ Otter Tales:
A Personalized History of Otter Tail County ” in the Perham Enter-
prise-Bulletin (see ante, p. 250). The items included in the install-
ments for April 11 and 18, May 23 and 30, and June 6 relate largely
to Perham.  Of special interest is the last, which presents an account
of logging operations as recalled by E. A. Pelton of Jamestown,
North Dakota. Church records are used in the preparation of an
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account, published on May 26, of the Catholic parish of St. Joseph,
which includes a list of parishioners in 1871.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Underwood, in Otter
Tail County, was celebrated by the people of the village on June 27.
Judge Anton Thompson, the principal speaker, recalled pioneer days
in the community. A display of photographs and objects illustrative
of pioneer life was a feature of the celebration.

A ‘“History of Fergus Falls” compiled by Roy A. Baker from
newspaper files, the proceedings of the village and city councils, inter-
views with pioneers, and secondary sources has been appearing in in-
stallments since April 8 in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal. The
arrangement is roughly chronological, and there are sections dealing
with exploration in the Otter Tail region, the naming and platting
of the townsite, the establishment of churches of various denomina-
tions, the first doctor, pioneer amusements, early newspapers, the
coming of the railroad, and the like.

The first of a series of articles on the “ History of Starbuck’ —an
account of the “ Origin of Town” by Mrs. Constance Erickson —
appears in the Starbuck Times for June 20. The articles have been
prepared under the auspices of the local American Legion Auxiliary.

A church history of more than usual interest is the Church of St.
Mary of Saint Paul: The Story of a Pioneer Parisk by the Reverend
James M. Reardon (St. Paul, 1935. 63 p.). In this pamphlet is
told the story of the third Catholic church in St. Paul, which was
dedicated in 1867 and which formed the “last connecting link be-
tween the beginnings of Catholicity in the frontier village of bark-
roofed cabins and the golden age of its development in the metropolitan
city.” Chapters are included not only on the history of the church,
but on the parish school and other institutions in the parish —
the Convent of the Visitation, St. Mary’s Home for Girls, an institute
for deaf mutes, and the Catholic Orphan Asylum. The church’s
choir and works of art also are noted. A list of pastors and assistant
pastors who have served the parish appears at the end of the pamphlet.

A “special anniversary edition "’ of the Central High Times, issued
on April 26, contains a detailed history of Central High School of
St. Paul and of the buildings in which it has been located since the
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establishment of the first St. Paul high school in 1866. Pictures of
the Franklin Schocl, in which the first classes were held, and of the
old and new Central High School buildings appear with the article.
Historical surveys of a number of school activities are included in the
issue; for example, the school publications issued between 1890 and
the present are listed, and athletics are described in several articles.

“Earlier Days and Development of the St. Paul Water Supply”
is the title of one section of a multigraphed pamphlet on the Romance
of the Water Department, recently issued by the St. Paul water de-
partment (14 p.). It reveals that water was first supplied to St.
Paulites from Lake Phalen by a private company in 1869, when
““there were but a few miles of mains in the entire city, and most
people obtained their water from water carts or used private wells.”
The acquisition of the water system by the city in 1881 is noted and its
gradual expansion is traced.

The first number of the Minnesota Pioneer, copies of which are
preserved by the Minnesota Historical Society and the Junior Pio-
neers of St. Paul, is described in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May
26. How James M. Goodhue issued the sheet on April 28, 1849, is
explained in the article, which is accompanied by a facsimile of part
of the first page.

A History of Masonic Women, Saint Paul, 1918-1930 is the title
of a pamphlet which contains a sketch, by Blanche D. Spear, of an

organization that grew out of a Red Cross unit of the World War
period (16 p.).

The old White Bear Lake Depot, which has recently been demol-
ished to make way for a modern highway, is the subject of an article
in the White Bear Press for May 3. The ceremonies that marked
the opening of the depot in 1868 are described.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Shattuck School
at Faribault was commemorated in connection with the annual com-
mencement exercises on June 6. Two pages of the Faribault Daily
News for June 4 are devoted to the past and present of the school.
Of special note is a review of its history by C. W. Newhall, head-
master of the school, who reveals that “ Shattuck is the outgrowth of
a small mission school established in Faribault by the Rev. James
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Lioyd Breck in 1858.” Breck's work in the establishment of Episco-
pal schools is the subject of another article.

The seventieth anniversary of the founding of Bethlehem Academy
of Faribault and the fiftieth anniversary of the graduation of the first
class were commemorated during the commencement exercises, which
took place from June 8 to 10. The history of the school, which was
established by sisters of the Dominican order from a convent at Ben-
ton, Wisconsin, in 1863, is reviewed by the Reverend John R. Volz
in the Faribault Daily N ews for June 7.

The story of the Northfield bank robbery of 1876 is retold by Carl
L. Weicht in the Wright County Journal-Press of Buffalo for April
25. The narrative was prepared for presentation as a radio talk over

station WCAL of Northfield.

A monument to George R. Stuntz, pioneer mining engineer on the
Mesabi Range, was unveiled at Hibbing on May 30. Mr. William
E. Culkin, president of the St. Louis County Historical Society, was
the principal speaker. A picture of the monument appears in the
Duluth News-Tribune for May 30. The surveying and engineering
exploits of Stuntz in the Arrowhead country are recalled in an article
about his career which appears in installments in the Hibbing Daily
Journal for May 17, 18, 23, 25, and 28.

Miss Gertrude B. Gove is the author of a history of the Technical
High School of St. Cloud which appears in four installments in the
St. Cloud Daily Times from May 27 to 30. She traces the beginnings
of the St. Cloud school system back to 1858, tells of the three-year
high-school course with ‘ ample facilities for preparation for college "
which was presented without much success in the seventies, and
describes the work of Samuel S. Parr in building up a well-organized
high school with many special departments. The final installment is
devoted to the story of the development of the high school since 1911.

The story of Catholic activity in Stearns County is told in several
pages of historical narrative and illustration in the St. Cloud Daily
Times for May 20, which commemorates the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the episcopal consecration of Bishop Joseph F. Busch. His work
during the twenty years that he has served as bishop of St. Cloud is
reviewed, and the thirty-nine Catholic churches built in the diocese
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during that period are listed. The growth of Catholic institutions,
such as an orphanage and a hospital at St. Cloud, is described; and
Catholic schools in the diocese — the College of St. Benedict at St.
Joseph, St. John’s University at Collegeville, St. Francis High School
at Little Falls, and the Cathedral High School of St. Cloud —are
the subjects of articles.

Under the heading “ Visiting about the Old Days,” Mr. Herbert
Luers continues to publish reminiscent sketches in the tabloid section
of the Qwatonna Journal-Chronicle (see ante, p. 255). Local poli-
tics, controversies in which the writer was involved as the editor of
the Qwatonna Chronicle, some early Memorial Day observances, and
Owatonna’s participation in the Spanish-American War are among
the subjects touched upon.

Additional installments of O. B. DeLaurier’s history of Hartford
Township, a Polish settlement in Todd County, appear in the Long
Prairie Leader from April 4 to 25 (see ante, p. 256). A history of

Reynolds Township by the same writer appears in the Leader from
May 2 to June 27.

The presentation to the Ursuline sisters by General Israel Garrard
of the land on which the Villa Maria of Frontenac is situated was
depicted in one episode of a pageant given at the school on June 2 to
mark the four-hundredth anniversary of the Ursuline order. The
historical backgrounds of the school and its site are described by Helen
L. Cragg in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May 26.

An attempt on the part of Lake City in 1867 to become the county
seat of Wabasha County by taking the honor away from Wabasha is
described in the /W abasha County Leader of Lake City for April 11.
A contested election that was carried into the courts and that was

finally settled by the state supreme court placed the courthouse in Wa-
basha, where it still remains.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s
express written permission. Users may print, download, or emalil
articles, however, for individual use.

To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.

1/[ www.mnhs.org/mnhistory


http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

