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Under the title " Excerpts Taken from Historic Rambles in 
Gopher-Land," brief sketches relating to Minnesota history by Mark 
Fitzpatrick have been appearing in Town Topics, a St. Paul publica­
tion, since June 6. The beginnings of St. Paul and Minneapolis, the 
founding of Fort Snelling, some early Minnesota settlements, the 
Northfield bank robbery, and frontier education are the subjects of 
some of the sketches. 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

A historical tour through parts of McLeod, Carver, and Henne­
pin counties was held on July 20 under the auspices of the Hutchinson 
and Glencoe historical societies. The tour was planned and directed 
by the presidents of the two organizations — M r . S. S. Beach of 
Hutchinson and M r . Orlando Simons of Glencoe. Among the places 
of historical interest visited were Komensky, long a center of Bo­
hemian cultural life; Winsted and an old French cemetery in its 
vicinity, where the Reverend William Wey gave a brief talk; Excel­
sior on Lake Minnetonka; and Carver, where a program of papers and 
talks was presented. The speakers included two members of the staff 
of the state historical society — Miss Esther Jerabek, head of the 
accessions department, who read a paper on " Bohemian Pioneers of 
McLeod County," and Mr . Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of the 
museum, who spoke on " Community Memory." Reminiscent talks 
were presented by Mr . Frank Kasper and Miss May Hankinson, both 
of Glencoe. 

The seventh annual North Shore Historical Assembly, a joint 
meeting of the Lake, Cook, and St. Louis county historical societies, 
was held at Beaver Bay in Lake County on August 3. The principal 
speaker at the afternoon session was Mrs. Florence C. Slater, who 
presented a paper on " High Lights in the History of Beaver Bay." 
The session was followed by a tour of historic sites in the vicinity, 
conducted by the local Boy Scouts. At the evening session papers 
were presented by Judge William E. Scott on " The Political De­
velopment of Lake County," by William E. Culkin on " The Ameri­
can North Shore of Lake Superior during the Indian, French, British, 
and American Regimes," and by Homer Massie on " T h e Early 
Fur Traders of the North Shore." Some interesting " historical 
notes " about Beaver Bay were included in the printed program of 
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the assembly. Judge Scott's paper is published in installments in the 
Two Harbors Chronicle, beginning with the issue of September 26. 

Members of the Lake Pepin Valley and Goodhue County histori­
cal societies held a joint meeting at Frontenac on September 27. The 
meeting was held in commemoration of the two-hundred-and-eighth 
anniversary of the founding of Fort Beauharnois. 

As part of a state-wide survey of historical manuscripts, inventories 
of records collected by local historical societies are being prepared. 
Lists for Rice and St. Louis counties were published ante, p. 241, 359. 
Some of the more important manuscripts preserved by the Blue Earth 
County Historical Society are listed below: 

The constitution and by-laws of the Blue Earth County Agricultural 
Society, 1859, 1881, 1911; papers relating to the Blue Earth County 
Fair, 1861-71; a record book of old settlers, 1854—81; records kept by 
the Mankato Musical Society, 1873; records of the Mankato Commer­
cial Club, 1880-1920; records kept at the Mankato post office, 1868-88; 
register of the Mankato House, 1859-62; diaries kept by P. K. Johnson 
in 1852 and Andrew Friend from 1867 to 1873 and in 1881 ; papers re­
lating to the establishment of a hospital in Mankato in 1888. 

The first annual summer meeting and picnic of the Anoka County 
Historical Society was held on the Rum River near Anoka on July 
20. The speakers included Judge A. E. Giddings, Senator S. A. 
Stockwell, Senator C. J. Swanson, and Mrs . I. A. Caswell. Letters 
from several members of the society who were unable to attend the 
meeting appear in the Anoka Herald for July 24. 

The exhibits of the Blue Earth County Historical Society in the 
pavilion of Sibley State Park recently have been " rearranged, classi­
fied and labeled carefully and accurately," according to an announce­
ment in the Mankato Free Press for September 13. 

Plans are under way for the erection of markers at the ends of the 
old Grand Portage trail, according to an announcement in the Cook 
County News-Herald of Grand Marais for August 29. An appeal 
for contributions to a fund with which to purchase bronze markers 
has been issued by the Cook County Historical Society. 

A well-attended and successful session marked the summer meet­
ing of the Crow Wing County Historical Society, which was held 
at Bay Lake on July 27. The speakers included Judge L. B. Kinder 
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of Brainerd, who related some incidents in the history of Bay Lake, 
and M r . F. T . Gustafson of Pequot, who presented an account of 
" Indian Homes and Their Furnishings." Judge Kinder's address 
appears in the Brainerd Tribune for August 8. Notes about the ac­
tivities of the local historical society and about gifts received by its 
museum appear from time to time in the Tribune. The collections 
of the society are described in an article in the Brainerd Daily Dis­
patch for July 12. Special attention is given to the many objects 
illustrative of the lumber industry — a collection that gives the mu­
seum high rank among local history museums of the upper Mississippi 
Valley. 

A project recently inaugurated under the Federal Emergency Re­
lief Administration in Freeborn County calls for the collection and 
preservation of records and objects relating to the history of the 
county. " The people of Freeborn County should organize a County 
Historical Society and then keep it going so that these priceless rec­
ords may be kept and the work of the project conserved," reads an 
article in the Alden Advance for August 1. 

A house-to-house canvass for manuscripts relating to the history of 
Lyon County was made in Marshall by the Lyon County Historical 
Society in co-operation with the State Emergency Relief Administra­
tion and the Minnesota Historical Society early in July. Plans are 
under way for the preservation and cataloging of all material col­
lected, according to an announcement in the Marshall Daily Mes­
senger for July 6. 

About two thousand people attended the summer meeting and pic­
nic of the Marshall County Historical Society, held at Big Woods 
Landing on July 14. Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent of 
the state historical society, was the principal speaker. His subject 
was " The Lure of Minnesota History." Drawing his illustrations 
from the Red River Valley, he sketched the region's role in state and 
national history. Papers on the history of the settlement at Big 
Woods Landing and on a prairie fire that once swept the district were 
presented by the Reverend Milton T . Bratrud of Oslo and Marvin 
Fjeld of Stephen. Mr . Bratrud's paper appears in the Warren Sheaf 
for July 17. 
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About three thousand people attended the summer meeting and 
picnic of the Mart in County Historical Society, which was held at 
Dunnell on August 25. Among the speakers were Judge Julius Hay­
craft, who discussed the Kensington rune stone, and Mr . E. R. Fly­
gare, who reviewed the history of Lake Fremont Township, in which 
Dunnell is located. M r . Flygare's paper appears in installments in 
the Fairmont Daily Sentinel from August 27 to September 4, and it 
is published also in the form of a pamphlet (17 p . ) . 

At the annual meeting of the Nicollet County Historical Society, 
held at Traverse des Sioux State Park on July 23, the services of 
the following four deceased members of the society were commemo­
rated : Judge Henry Moll, by the Reverend F . W . Hauser; James 
H . Doty, by George R. Mar t in ; William Mallgren, by George T . 
Olsen; and Edward A. Johnson, by Frank Bargen. The follow­
ing officers were elected for the coming year: Henry N. Benson, 
president; Mrs . Magnus Peterson, vice president; Eugene Meyer, 
secretary-treasurer; Dr. Conrad Peterson, historian; and Birger J. 
Johnson, recorder. Members of the society endorsed a " movement 
recently suggested to secure the erection of housing for county his­
torical records and relics in connection with an addition to the St. 
Peter public library." 

At a meeting of the Nobles County Historical Society, held at 
Worthington on August 18, the following oflficers were elected for 
the coming year: Charles Barnes of Ellsworth, president; A. L. 
Wells of Brewster, vice president; Mrs . James A. Gardner of Kin­
brae, secretary; and Robert Shore, treasurer. The meeting, which 
was addressed by the Honorable Henry N. Benson of St. Peter, was 
attended by about three hundred people. 

Pelican Bay Park on Otter Tai l Lake was dedicated at the sum­
mer meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical Society, which was 
held in the new park on July 14. Between two and three thousand 
people heard the address of dedication by M r . N . P. R. Nelson. 
Other speakers were Miss Alta Kimber and M r . O. P. B. Jacob-
son. Recent gifts to the society are announced under the heading 
" Historical Society Notes" in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for 
July 25. 
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The register of a summer and sportsman's resort formerly con­
ducted on Ten Mile Lake by Colonel O. McFarland has been pre­
sented to the Otter Tail County Historical Society by Mr . H . E. 
Swenson, according to an announcement in the Fergus Falls Daily 
Journal for September 13. Some information about the resort and 
its owner appears with the announcement. 

At a meeting of the Roseau County Historical Society on June 28, 
the following oflficers were elected: Eddy E. Billberg, president; J. W. 
Durham, vice president; Olaf Holdahl, secretary; and J. Snustad, 
treasurer. 

The first of a series of articles about the Winona County Histori­
cal Society, by its president, William Codman, appears in the Winona 
Republican-Herald for July 13. The first installment deals with 
the "origin and purpose" of the society; several of the later articles 
relate to local history. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The first settlers on Linwood Lake in Anoka County are the sub­
ject of an article by C. W . Ringer in the Anoka Union for July 24. 
He relates that members of the Stuart and Green families from Mas­
sachusetts settled on the shores of the lake in the fifties and that 
around their homes a little community of New Englanders grew up. 

Some information about an old mill at Champlin is set forth in 
an article in the Anoka Herald for July 17. The first mill in the 
vicinity was built by A. P. and D. H. Lane in 1867. Flour produced 
by a roller mill built on the site in 1890 "won first place in the 
Chicago World Exposition" of 1893. 

Early trails to and from Bemidji, as recalled by Mr . W . G. 
Schroeder, are described in the Bemidji Daily Pioneer for July 16. 
" It was fifty-five miles from Bemidji to Park Rapids, over the old 
trail, and it took two days each way to travel it by team," according 
to Mr . Schroeder. At Lake George, he relates, " there were two 
stopping places that did a brisk business." An interview with Mr. 
Harris Richardson, one of the original owners of the present site of 
Bemidji, appears in the Pioneer for August 10. 
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The first Catholic cemetery in Mankato, which was used from 
1857 to 1882, is the subject of a brief article in the Mankato Free 
Press for October 1. The land recently was deeded to the city to 
become a part of its park system. 

Mr . Fred W . Johnson is the author of a number of interesting his­
torical articles that have been appearing in the Brown County Jour­
nal of New Ulm. A detailed history of the Sioux reservation in the 
Minnesota Valley, the Indian agencies in the region, and old Fort 
Ridgely appears in installments from June 14 to August 9. This is 
followed by accounts of the establishment of Brown County, the 
changes in its boundaries, its division into townships, the construction 
of buildings owned by the county, and its early judicial history, 
which appear in the issues of the Journal from August 16 to Sep­
tember 27. The articles are based upon thorough research and con­
stitute an important contribution to the history of the Minnesota 
Valley. Of interest also is a " Historical Sketch of Engine Company 
No. 3 ," New Ulm Fire Department, by Alfred Schroeck, which ap­
pears in the issue for September 6 ; and a review of the " Early His­
tory of Cambria," by D. C. Price, published on September 13. 

A paper entitled " The Westgoths and Minnesota," read by Al­
fred Bergin at East Union on July 21, appears in the Weekly Valley 
Herald of Chaska for July 25. It deals with Swedish pioneers 
who settled in Carver County in the fifties. In the same issue of 
the Herald a school paper issued at Chaska in November, 1880, is 
described. In this paper, known as the School Reporter, were pub­
lished " brief compositions, scholastic standings, and bits of educa­
tional information." 

Some " Forgotten Townsites" of Clearwater County, most of 
which were surveyed and recorded between 1900 and 1924, are 
described in the Farmers Independent of Bagley for August 29. 
Among the townsites noted are Mallard, Alida, Regina, Moose, 
Wheelock, Itasca, Murray, and St. Jefferson. Of these, one, Mal­
lard, was at one time a thriving logging village. 

A pageant depicting the history of Dakota County in eleven epi­
sodes was the feature of the seventieth Dakota County fair, held at 
Farmington from September 18 to 21 . 
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The centennial of the visit to the present site of Albert Lea of the 
soldier for whom the city is named, Lieutenant Albert Miller Lea, 
was marked by the presentation of a pageant in which the history of 
the community was reviewed on July 30. The camp, on Albert Lea 
Lake, of the United States dragoons with whom Lea marched through 
southern Minnesota; the frontier cabin of George Ruble, one of the 
founders of the city; the naming of the community; the location of 
the county seat; and a frontier school were among the scenes depicted 
in the pageant. The Albert Lea chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution commemorated the centennial on September 9, 
when Mrs. H . J . Petran presented a talk on Lea and recalled his visit 
to the city in 1879. A series of articles on the life of Lea appears in 
the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea from July 18 to 30. 

A brief history of labor unions in Red Wing appears in the Red 
Wing Daily Eagle for August 19. According to this account, the 
" oldest labor union in point of consecutive years of service in this 
city " is the Red Wing Stoneware and Potters Union, which was or­
ganized in 1895. 

A tribute to Peter M . Gideon, who developed the Wealthy apple 
on his Lake Minnetonka farm in the sixties, appears in the Minne­
tonka Record for September 20. Other varieties of hardy apples de­
veloped by Gideon in experiments continued until his death in 1899 
also are noted. An excellent portrait accompanies the article. 

An interview with Mr . Theodore Wir th , superintendent of Min­
neapolis parks since January, 1906, appears in the M. A. C. Gopher 
for August. " Nature has done much for Minneapolis," said Mr. 
Wirth, "bu t its Board of Park Commissioners, created in 1883, has 
also done much to make Minneapolis a city of lovely environment." 
How swampy lakes " surrounded by mosquito-breeding swamps and 
marsh lands " were transformed to make the parks and lakes of the 
city's present residence sections is explained by Mr . Wir th . His 
career also is outlined in Parks and Recreation for July. 

A brief " History of LaPorte " by Nettie Underbill, who read the 
account before a recent meeting of the Hubbard County Old Settlers 
Association, appears in the Bemidji Sentinel for July 12. 
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The issue of the Kittson County Enterprise of Hallock for Sep­
tember 11 is a " Fiftieth Anniversary Number," with a supplement 
of sixty-two pages devoted to articles about the history of the county 
and the community. The writer of an editorial in the St. Paul Dis­
patch for September 18 comments upon the issue as follows: 

In 1873 Charles Hallock of New York, already of high repute as a 
writer, founded the publication Forest and Stream and concentrated his 
activities on outdoor topics. In his own and other publications his arti­
cles in the latter part of the 1870 decade frequently paid tribute to the 
notable fighting qualities of the " bronze warrior," the bass. In 1880 he 
came to Minnesota looking for a sportsman's paradise and purchased a 
Kittson county tract without knowing that it was included in a townsite 
not yet improved. The hotel he built immediately became popular with 
his readers, who came long distances to have a go at the game fish he had 
publicized. Their patronage was so considerable that his service was 
recognized by naming the town for him. The semi-centennial anniver­
sary edition of the Kittson County Enterprise, published at Hallock, gives 
appropriate credit for Hallock's part in getting the town under way. 

The articles in the Enterprise about the beginnings of Hallock and 
the man for whom it is named include quotations from his writings 
describing Minnesota scenes and experiences, and they are accom­
panied by his portrait and a picture of a hunting party at the Hallock 
Hotel. In addition to articles about the town, this anniversary num­
ber, which is described in the Dispatch as " one of the most impres­
sive and interesting newspaper special editions ever issued from a 
Minnesota source," includes a wealth of material about the history 
of Kittson County. The geology of the region, Indian mounds and 
their builders, exploration, the fur trade, the establishment of the 
county, steamboating on the Red River, and the building of railroads 
are among the subjects covered in special articles. Phases of Cana­
dian border history are touched upon in articles devoted to Lord Sel­
kirk and his Red River colony, the Riel rebellions, and the Red River 
cart trade. Historical sketches of Kittson County towns and villages 
are included. Churches and schools are given some attention, and an 
article is devoted to the history of the Kittson County fair. Since 
no history of Kittson County has been published in book form, stu­
dents of Red River Valley history will find this issue of the Enter­
prise of special value. 

The completion of a quarter of a century of conservation work is 
commemorated in a pamphlet entitled The First Twenty-five Years 
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of the Gopher Campfire Club, Hutchinson, Minnesota, recently is­
sued by a publication committee of the organization (47 p . ) . A 
brief sketch of the activities of the club in the preservation of wild 
life since its founding in 1910 is contributed by Everett Oleson; and 
sketches of two of its prominent members, Carlos Avery and Sam G. 
Anderson, are included in the pamphlet. 

A hurdle race arranged by English settlers from Fairmont at the 
state fair of 1878 is recalled by Mr . H . M . Serle of Fairmont in the 
Fairmont Daily Sentinel of September 10. M r . Serle, a member of 
an English colony that settled in Martin County in the seventies, re­
lates that " the Englishmen made a circuit of fairs in this part of the 
state taking 18 to 20 hounds with them every year. Covered in the 
itinerary were Austin, Albert Lea, Blue Earth and other places.'' 

The experiences of a pioneer farmer in southern Minnesota are 
recalled by M r . George Smith of Rose Creek Township, Mower 
County, in an article in the Austin Daily Herald for August 31. 
He includes some interesting comments about the introduction of 
farm machinery in the region. Among the articles dealing with local 
history that have appeared in recent issues of the " magazine section " 
of the Herald are an account of the Welsh community known as the 
Oakland-Moscow settlement and of the services of its first pastor, 
the Reverend S. G. Lowry, in the issue for July 13; an early road 
between Wasioja and Claremont, known as " Claremont Avenue," 
July 6; Austin in 1860, as pictured in a local newspaper, the Min­
nesota Courier, August 3 ; and some early county fairs, August 10. 

A threshing machine owned and operated by J . J . Mihin in Mur­
ray County in the sixties is described in the Lake Wilson Pilot for 
August 22. " He threshed in the days with his horse power outfit 
when 500 bushels was a good day's run," according to his account. 
In this period threshers " generally received 5 cents for wheat and 
10 cents for flax." 

The town of Ada in Norman County as it appeared in 1880 is 
shown in a print which is reproduced in the Norman County Index 
of Ada for August 22. It is accompanied by an interesting article 
about the community with notes about the buildings shown in the 
picture by the owner of the original, M r . George Weatherhead. 
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Installments of Roy A. Baker's " History of Fergus Falls " con­
tinue to appear in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal (see ante, p. 369). 
The results of village elections, the building of railroads, the establish­
ment of business houses, and the local land oflfice are among the sub­
jects touched upon in recent installments. 

A fiftieth anniversary was celebrated on June 27 by the village of 
Underwood. Judge Anton Thompson, who gave the principal ad­
dress, outlined the history of the community and recalled pioneer days. 

The activities of the Great Western Band, organized at St. Paul 
by George Seibert in 1860, are recalled in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
for August 25. Other musical organizations in which Seibert was 
active, such as the St. Paul Musical Society, also are noted. After 
his death, in 1897, his son and later his nephew, Mr . Fred Albrecht, 
directed the band. 

The history of the Sanborn Sentinel is reviewed in the issue of 
that paper for August 8. The paper was established by C. K. Blan-
din in 1892. Most of the information set forth in the sketch was 
furnished by Mr . A. D. McRae of Redwood Falls, who published 
the paper during much of the period from 1896 to 1912. 

The centennial of the building of a trading post by Alexander 
Faribault on the site of the city that bears his name was the occasion 
for a city-wide celebration at Faribault on September 25. Historical 
displays were arranged in the windows of business concerns and sev­
eral local organizations arranged programs centering around local his­
tory. Members of the Rotary Club, for example, heard a talk on 
" T h e Beginning of Commerce in Rice County" by Mr . Herbert L. 
Buck, who also spoke to the students of Bethlehem Academy on the 
" Experiences of Alexander Faribault in Establishing a Trading Post 
in Faribault." 

A " Publisher's Twenty-fifth Anniversary Supplement," issued 
with the Northfield News for July 19, commemorates the passing of 
a quarter-century since Mr . Herman Roe became the owner of the 
paper. A review of his career, in which his experiences as a publisher 
in Northfield and as an officer of the state and national editorial asso­
ciations are emphasized, is contributed by Carl L. Weicht, editor of 
the News. Other articles of special interest in the " Supplement" 
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are an account of the early history of Northfield, in which some at­
tention is given to " cultural ideals," and an outline of the city's news­
paper history. 

The history of a section of Minnesota's Canadian boundary coun­
try is the subject of a narrative by " Jake " Nelson which has been 
appearing in installments under the title " 4 0 Years in Roseau Val­
ley" in the Roseau Times-Region since June 6. The geography of 
the region under consideration, its Indian inhabitants, exploration, 
and early settlement are considered in the first few installments. Per­
sonal recollections of early conditions and experiences in this section 
of Minnesota are recorded in many of the articles. In the issue for 
July 25, for example, an account of a July 4 celebration of 1886 is 
presented. 

A typical fur-trading post constructed in commemoration of the 
American Fur Company's post at Fond du Lac was dedicated before 
an audience of about twelve thousand people on August 4. Governor 
Olson and Dr . Raymond Moley of New York were the speakers. A 
collection of objects illustrative of the early history of the Fond du 
Lac post was placed on display. The dedication ceremonies were 
followed by a performance of the historical pageant given earlier at 
Itasca State Park (see ante, p. 358). A tablet on the post bears the 
following inscription: " Dedicated Aug. 4, 1935 to John Jacob Astor, 
Founder Astor Trading Post, Fond-du-lac, I8 I6 . " 

A history of Little Sauk Township, appearing in the Long Prairie 
Leader in installments from .July 11 to September 26, continues O. B. 
DeLaurier's series of Todd County township histories in that paper 
(see ante, p. 372) . 

An article on " Fort Beauharnois and the Mission of St. Michael" 
by the Reverend James L. Connelly of St. Paul, who presented it as 
a radio talk in November, 1934, appears in two installments in the 
Wabasha County Leader of Lake City for August 29 and Septem­
ber 5. 

An interview with M r . Otto Wenstrom, a Watonwan County 
pioneer of 1870, recorded by his daughter. Miss Ruth Wenstrom, 
appears in the Watonwan County Plaindealer oi St. James for Sep­
tember 12. Mr . Wenstrom recalls the furnishings in his father's 
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cabin, he tells how the home was heated and what kind of fuel was 
used, he describes the crude tallow dips and homemade candles used 
for lighting, and he tells of the simple food eaten by the pioneers. 
Recollections of a blizzard and a grasshopper plague of the early sev­
enties also are included. 

Arguments against the building of a bridge across the Mississippi 
at Winona, advanced in La Crosse newspapers of 1867, are quoted 
in the Winona Republican-Herald for September 9. At that time 
bridges were regarded as obstacles to river traffic. 

T h e political campaigns of 1890 and 1896 in Wright County are 
recalled in articles in the Wright County Journal-Press of Buffalo 
for August I and 15. The earlier account deals with a contest for a 
seat in the state senate; the latter, with a Congressional campaign 
that centered about the cause of Free Silver. Both are based upon 
material furnished by M r . F . B. Lamson, who is engaged in the 
preparation of a history of Wright County. 

The " History of School District Number Forty-five " at Howard 
Lake is reviewed by Allen Reinmuth in the Howard Lake Herald 
for July 25. Lists of teachers who have served the school since 1858, 
of the textbooks used in the school from 1879 to 1894, and of the 
pupils enrolled in 1869 are included in the account, which is based 
upon interviews with pioneers. 
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