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meeting was the reading of an article by Kelsey Lowe entitled " The 
Tale of a Farm." This interesting account of the Anoka County 
farm home of the writer's grandfather. Porter Kelsey, was first pub­
lished in the World, a magazine issued at Central High School, St. 
Paul ; it is reprinted in the Anoka Herald for November 6. 

The exhibit rooms of the Blue Earth County Historical Society, 
in the basement of the Mankato Public Library, are open to the 
public every afternoon from three to five o'clock, according to an an­
nouncement in the Mankato Free Press for October 19. Two stu­
dents from the department of history of the Mankato State Teachers 
College, under the direction of Professor Theodore Nydahl, are in 
charge of the rooms and are engaged in making an inventory of the 
society's collections. 

Officers of the Brown County Historical Society were re-elected 
at the annual meeting held at New Ulm on December 18. They 
include Fred W . Johnson, president; August Hummel, vice president; 
Louis G. Vogel, secretary; and William Brust, treasurer. M r . John­
son reported that some ten thousand manuscripts and clippings and an 
equal number of photographs had been mounted and filed in the col­
lections of the society. 

Members of the Cook County Historical Society journeyed north­
ward into Canada to hold a joint meeting with members of the Thun­
der Bay Historical Society at Kakabeka Falls on October 6. 

Plans for the collection of material relating to the early story of 
Cottonwood County and for the drafting of a history of the county 
were made at a meeting of the Cottonwood County Historical Society 
held at Windom on October 12. 

At a meeting of the Crow Wing County Historical Society held 
at Brainerd on December 16, the following officers were elected: Dr. 
A. K. Cohen, president; William Spencer, vice president; Mrs . Sarah 
Heald, secretary; Mrs . J . M . Hayes, treasurer; and Judge L. B. 
Kinder, historian. 

A period of renewed activity began for the Douglas County His­
torical Society with a meeting held at Alexandria on November 18. 
Plans were formulated for a local history essay contest, for monthly 
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meetings with interesting programs, for the establishment of a mu­
seum, for the collection of portraits of pioneers, and for the preserva­
tion of printed programs and other ephemeral material. The officers 
of the society are Constant Larson, president; Albert T. Olson, vice 
president; P. H. Unumb, secretary; and A. C. Schultz, treasurer. 
Rules for an essay contest open to all students in high schools in the 
county are announced in the Alexandria Citizen-News for December 
5. Stories, essays, or plays depicting incidents in the history of Doug­
las County will be accepted. Contestants are urged to use as sources 
of information interviews with old settlers, diaries and letters, county 
archives, business records, and photograph albums. 

The records of the Welsh post of the Grand Army of the Republic 
were presented to the Goodhue County Historical Society for perma­
nent preservation at a meeting held at Red Wing on November 
18. They include the charter, yearbooks, badges, flags, biographical 
sketches of members, and other items accumulated by a post whose 
last member died recently. The story of the participation of Good­
hue County in the Civil War was reviewed by C. A. Rasmussen and 
C. T. Taylor. 

An unusually interesting meeting of the Koochiching County His­
torical Society was held on October 6 at the Indian and county school 
at Nett Lake in response to the invitation of the principal, Miss Clara 
St. Lawrence. The program included addresses on various phases of 
the history of Nett Lake, such as its " Political History " by Albert 
Brown, the story of its schools by Mrs. Alva I. Brown, the discovery 
of the lake by Charles Day, and the industrial activities of the Indians 
by Lawrence Connor. A talk on " Nursing Care at Nett Lake" was 
presented by Miss A. C. Phillips. The formal program was followed 
by the playing of a game of la crosse and the presentation of a number 
of Chippewa dances. About two hundred and fifty people attended 
the meeting. 

All officers of the Martin County Historical Society, including 
Julius E. Haycraft, president, Mrs. H. W. Brodt, vice president, and 
Arthur M. Nelson, secretary, were re-elected at the annual meeting 
of the society on October 5. The acquisition of complete bound 
files of three Martin County newspapers, the Sentinel, the Independ­
ent, and the Democrat, was announced. 
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The collecting of objects of historical interest and value for preser­
vation by the Marshall County Historical Society has been placed in 
the hands of a committee of twenty-three members, each of whom 
lives in a different community. The committee was named at the 
annual meeting of the society, which was held at Warren on Decem­
ber 2. At the same meeting, the following officers were elected: 
Judge Bernard B. Brett, president; Nels Malm, vice president; Mrs. 
Synneva Strunk, secretary; and Mrs. H. I. Yetter, treasurer. 

Mr. A. E. Tasker, editor of the Lake Benton News, was the princi­
pal speaker at a meeting of the Murray County Historical Society held 
at Slayton on November 15. He told members of the society " How 
to Compile a History of Murray County," suggesting the use of such 
sources as newspaper files, county archives, church and school records, 
and the reminiscences of pioneers. 

A volume containing a typewritten list of the names, with brief 
biographical records, of all veterans of the Civil, Indian, Spanish-
American, and World wars who are buried in St. Peter cemeteries 
has been presented to the Nicollet County Historical Society by Mrs. 
Magnus C. Petersen, who compiled the record. The gift is announced 
in the St. Peter Herald for December 6. 

A program of pioneer talks, early music, and folk dances was pre­
sented before a well-attended meeting of the Otter Tail County His­
torical Society at Fergus Falls on November 23. The speakers were 
Mr. William Boerger of St. Cloud, who described pioneer life par­
ticularly in the vicinity of Rush Lake, and Mrs. Hannah Kempfer, 
who told of her experiences as a pupil and as a teacher in the rural 
schools of Otter Tail County. Judge Anton Thompson was re­
elected president of the society. 

Several WPA workers are engaged in a project that is being de­
veloped by the Pope County Historical Society. Some workers have 
been assigned to the task of assembling data of value for the study of 
the history of the county; others have been given the task of transcrib­
ing, cataloguing, and indexing the material collected, which will be 
preserved in the society's rooms in the courthouse at Glencoe. For 
the purpose of gathering material on the history of schools, a question­
naire asking for detailed information about pupils, teachers, organiza-
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tion, books used, and the like has been sent to all schools in the 
county. Information on "health w o r k " in the county is being as­
sembled by means of another questionnaire. 

Professor C. A. Duniway of Carleton. College, Northfield, was 
re-elected president of the Rice County Historical Society at a meet­
ing held at Faribault on November 18. The program included a talk 
by Dr. Duniway on his experiences in the field of historical research. 
A sketch of Alexander Faribault by Mrs . J . E. McLean was read by 
Miss Maude G. Stewart. T h e indexing of Rice County newspapers 
as a W P A project under the supervision of the local society was an­
nounced. 

M r . William E. Culkin of Duluth, who has served as president of 
the St. Louis County Historical Society since its organization in 1922, 
was re-elected to that position at the annual meeting of the society in 
Duluth on November 4. Other officers of the society are M . E. 
Fanning and Richard E. Carey, vice presidents; J . D . Mahoney, 
treasurer; and Anna L. Monson, secretary. 

Papers presented at the North Shore Historical Assembly held at 
Beaver Bay on August 3 are appearing in installments in the Duluth 
Free Press. Mr . William E. Culkin's survey of the history of the 
"American North Shore of Lake Superior " appears in the issues pub­
lished between November 15 and December 13; the first installment 
of Judge William E. Scott's account of the " PoHtical Development 
of Lake County " appears on December 20. 

A meeting held at St. Cloud on November 22 resulted in the or­
ganization of the Stearns County Historical Society. Mr . D . S. 
Brainard was elected temporary chairman and Miss Gertrude Gove 
was named temporary secretary of the new organization. A consti­
tution and bylaws will be drafted by a committee headed by Miss 
Dora Perry. The society is planning to work in close co-operation 
with the W P A , which has an elaborate program of historical activity 
for Stearns County. This includes the assembling of manuscripts, 
objects, and data of historical interest and value, the establishment of 
a county museum, and the marking of historic sites. 

Talks on " Nurseries, Past and Present" by R. D . Underwood 
and on " Old Insurance Companies of Lake City " by C. L. Dempster 
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were presented at a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical So­
ciety at Lake City on October 4. On December 9 members of the 
society heard Miss Jennie Baker outline the history of the Lake City 
library and Miss Nellie Hammond review the story of the local public 
schools. 

At the annual meeting of tbe Washington County Historical So­
ciety, held at Stillwater on October 7, Mrs. Fred Foster was 
elected president. Miss Mabel McCallum and Mrs. George Supple, 
vice presidents, Mr. E. L. Roney, secretary, and Miss Annie Connors, 
treasurer. The program included a review, by Mrs. George Goggin, 
of the history of Parent-Teacher work in Washington County. Dr. 
Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts for the Minnesota Historical 
Society, was among the speakers at a meeting held at Marine on No­
vember 13. She took as her subject "Early French Explorers of the 
St. Croix Valley." The early history of Marine was reviewed by 
Miss Lena Peterson, and Mr. Frank Copas told of life in the pioneer 
lumber camps of the St. Croix Valley. 

Judge Julius E. Haycraft of Fairmont addressed a meeting at St. 
James on December 5 which resulted in the organization of the Wa­
tonwan County Historical Society. Mr. George Hage of Madelia 
was elected president, and Mrs. Will Curtis, J. E. Setrum, and E. C. 
Farmer, all of St. James, were appointed to the positions of vice presi­
dent, secretary, and treasurer, respectively. A list of the charter 
members of the society appears in the Watonwan County Plaindealer 
oi St. James for December 12. 

A program of historical work outlined for the 4-H clubs of Wi­
nona County might well be studied by other local groups in Minne­
sota. Members of these clubs are advised to write histories of their 
groups and to preserve annual records of their activities, to write 
township histories, to collect papers, manuscripts, and museum objects 
of historical interest, to interview old settlers, and the like. In all 
these projects they are advised to call upon local representatives of 
the Winona County Historical Society for assistance. It is further 
suggested that 4-H club members affiliate themselves with the county 
historical society through junior memberships at twenty-five cents a 
year. 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A " History of Champlin " by the late Orange S. Miller appears in 
installments in the Anoka County Union from November 13 to De­
cember 18. Exploration and early settlement in the vicinity of the 
village, the organization of the township, early churches and schools, 
and the development of the milling industry are among the subjects 
touched upon. The substance of a paper on the history of Champlin, 
presented by Mrs . Alden S. Kimball at a recent meeting of the local 
women's club, appears in the Union for October 23. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the building of the public library 
at Mapleton was commemorated on November 25. The history of 
the library was reviewed by U. G. Argetsinger, who drew upon the 
institution's manuscript record book for much of his material. He 
traced the story of library service in the community back to 1902, 
when an organization known as the Mapleton Reading and Rest 
Room had its origin. Mr . Argetsinger's interesting contribution to 
the cultural history of his community is published in full in the Blue 
Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for November 29. In the 
same issue of the Enterprise appear some reminiscences of Mr . Joseph 
Wingen, a McPherson Township pioneer, who dictated to his daugh­
ter a story of immigration from Germany in 1852 and of pioneer ex­
periences in Iowa and Minnesota. 

A " History of Sibley Park " presented recently by the Reverend 
Rob Roy Hardin before members of the Mankato Garden Club is 
published in full in the Mankato Free Press for October 9. T h e 
writer reveals that the park site was used in the early eighties by the 
" Mankato Fair Association as a fair grounds, but chiefly as a training 
place for race horses," and that it was acquired by the city in 1887. 
The geology of the park region is outlined by D . L. Rose in the Free 
Press for November 27. Other articles of interest in recent issues 
of the same newspaper are accounts, by Frank Franciscus, of a Christ­
mas dance held at old Fort Judson in 1862 and of the first settlement 
of Mankato in 1852, which appear on December 10 and 18. 

Mr . Fred W . Johnson continues his interesting articles in the 
Brown County Journal of New Ulm about the history of Brown 
County with accounts of the district court in the region and with 
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sketches of local members of the bar (see ante, 16 :493) . In the 
issue of the Journal for November 8, the author begins the " first 
complete tabulation of Brown county officials ever published." Lists 
of auditors, treasurers, county attorneys, sheriffs, and other officers 
who served the county between 1856 and the present are here pub­
lished. Lists of county board members, representatives in Congress, 
and representatives in the state legislature appear in later issues of the 
Journal. 

Members of the Delton Township Farm Bureau listened to a talk 
by Jacob Liesenfeld on pioneer life at a meeting held at the town hall 
on October 16. A collection of objects illustrative of pioneer life, in­
cluding an ox yoke, candle molds, some hand-woven linen, and an 
Indian tomahawk, was placed on display in connection with the meet­
ing. 

Early Christmas celebrations in Dodge County are recalled by a 
pioneer who settled near Wasioja in 1856, M r . A. W . Crandall, in 
an interview reported in the Dodge Center Record of December 19. 
T w o years after his family settled on the Minnesota frontier, Mr . 
Crandall reports, he attended a Christmas dinner at which " the main 
dish was roast pig, with real old England pudding and sauce." 

The village of West Concord celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on 
October 11. A special anniversary edition of the West Concord En­
terprise, issued on October 3, contains a detailed historical sketch of 
the community. 

M r . C. A. Rasmussen, president of the Goodhue County Historical 
Society, whose History of the City of Red Wing, Minnesota appeared 
in 1933 (see ante, 15 :247) , has now published a History of Good­
hue County, Minnesota (Red Wing, 1935. 336 p . ) . In the new 
volume he brings together a mass of interesting information, which 
is presented, for the most part, in chronicle or antiquarian form. 
Among the features of the book may be mentioned essays on the 
geology and on the mounds of Goodhue County contributed by Pro­
fessor E. W . Schmidt of St. Olaf College, and an account of the plant 
life of the area by Dr . C. O . Rosendahl of the University of Minne­
sota. There is a concise preliminary statement about Goodhue County, 
and sections are devoted to the era of exploration, to " Frontier 
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Settlements," to the development of the county, and to individual 
" City, Township and Village Histories," alphabetically arranged. 
The section on settlement includes brief discussions of pioneer life, 
the half-breed tract, the origins of geographical names in tbe county, 
and " Forgotten Cities." The author touches upon a variety of sub­
jects, arranged in haphazard fashion, in a section which receives the 
heading " Goodhue County Grows Up ." Here are to be found brief 
accounts of the war record of the county, of agriculture, of schools, 
churches, highways, the press, rural electrification, and postal service. 
Biographical sketches, many of which are accompanied by portraits, 
make up much of the remainder of the work. As in his earlier book, 
the author has made extensive use of newspaper files, and he has sup­
plemented the material derived from these sources by interviewing 
old settlers, examining town records, and consulting numerous other 
types of early documents. Among the latter are the official proceed­
ings of the county board, from which the author has assembled a 
chronicle of items. There is no general index, but at the beginning 
of the book appears an alphabetically arranged table of contents and 
an index to the biographical sketches. 

The forty-sixth anniversary of the Minneapolis Public Library is 
noted in an illustrated article in the Minneapolis Journal for De­
cember 15. T h e development of the library from the Minneapolis 
Atheneum, which was " privately established by a few stockholders 
in 1859," is traced. 

A local post of the American Legion is sponsoring a local history 
essay contest among students in the senior high school of Greenway 
Township in Itasca County. T h e subject chosen is the history of tbe 
school district. Contestants are urged to use newspaper files, county 
records, and interviews with pioneers as sources of information. 

An early venture in wheat growing in Le Sueur County is de­
scribed in an article in the Lamberton News for December 26, which 
relates that John C. Evans, a Welsh settler at Sharon, raised a crop 
in 1854. It is asserted that he "planted eight acres of spring wheat 
with a good yield," which he sold for two dollars a bushel. 

Installments of an " Early History of Lincoln County," compiled 
by A. E. Tasker, continue to appear in the Lake Benton News (see 
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ante, 16 :366) . Historical sketches of individual townships appear 
in the issues published from October 18 to December 27. 

" Unusual Facts of History Pertaining to Hutchinson and McLeod 
County " is the title of a series of articles by Win V. Working that is 
appearing in the Hutchinson Leader. Some items about early agri­
culture and crops appear in the issues for October 11 and 25 ; the 
article for December 6 deals with the emigration of Bohemian settlers 
from McLeod County to Polk County, where they established a settle­
ment known as Tabor. 

M r . Win V. Working's sketches of " R e d River Valley History" 
continue to appear in the Thief River Falls Times (see ante, 16: 251). 
Among the subjects of recent installments are the Riel rebellions, saw­
mills at Thief River Falls, early agriculture, and frontier hunting. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Crookston Daily 
Times was commemorated on November 21 in a special jubilee edi­
tion of that paper. The Times was established in 1885 as a weekly 
newspaper, and in 1891 the publication of a daily edition was begun. 
" Fifty years," reads a front-page editorial, " is not a long time in 
the history of American civilization, but it is a substantial period in the 
history of organized white settlement in this section of the Red River 
valley. In fact, a half century harks back to the very beginnings of 
the Crookston community and during that entire period T h e Times 
has been an important factor in the development of the city and con­
tiguous territory." The eight-section, fifty-eight page issue consists 
of short historical essays on the Red River community and its neigh­
bors, beginning with the geological and archaeological backgrounds of 
the region and the history of the Indians of the Red River Valley. 
One section is devoted to the story of the early settlement of Polk 
County during the seventies, and another tells the story of transporta­
tion from the day of the Red River oxcart and the "Anson North-

• up " — first steamboat on the Red River — to tbe early struggles for 
a railroad in the valley. Other subjects dealt with include schools, 
churches, libraries, hospitals, the fire department, the bar, medicine, 
and the press. In the preparation of this edition, the editors of 
the Times have had the assistance of W i n V. Working, editor of the 
Northwest Pioneer, a historical quarterly published at Crookston. 

A . J . L . 
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An interesting series of reminiscent articles by Morton Barrows 
appears under the title " Saint Paul — In Retrospect" in the issues 
from August to December of the Ace, the monthly publication of the 
St. Paul Athletic Club. In the opening article the writer presents 
his " first impressions " of St. Paul as it appeared when he first saw 
it on October 15, 1883. Although he found the city " extemely 
dirty," "everything entertained and delighted me," he writes. 
" There was not a foot of pavement in the entire city either of 
wooden blocks, concrete, or asphalt. The sidewalks were universally 
of plank and accommodated themselves to the varying undulations of 
the surface regardless of any established street level." The round of 
calls with which Mr. Barrows celebrated New Year's Day in 1884 is 
described in the second article. In some of the other installments he 
tells of his early experiences as a lawyer. 

Some " Early New Years' Celebrations in St. Paul" are described 
by Mark Fitzpatrick in the installment of his " Historic Rambles in 
Gopher-Land" which appears in Town Topics (St. Paul) for De­
cember 27. 

An article about the founding of the Catholic Bulletin of St. Paul 
on January 7, 1911, and about its subsequent history appears in its 
"25th Anniversary Edition," issued on December 21. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of St. Thomas College, 
St. Paul, was celebrated on October 7. A history of the college, pre­
pared by the Reverend Edward Keenan, a member of the faculty, was 
published in connection with the anniversary. 

Life on a Rice County farm in the sixties and seventies is described 
by Mrs. Olive I. H. Bliss in the opening chapters of an autobiography 
entitled The Miles of Yesterday: The Life Story of a Minnesota 
Woman (1935. 43 p.). The writer, who attended Carleton Col­
lege in the eighties, presents some interesting comments on student life 
in that early Minnesota college. The narrative as a whole, surveying 
the varied experiences of the author and her family, is one of dignity 
and charm. 

Miss Inga M. Billberg is the author of a number of articles relat­
ing to the " History of the Roseau Valley " that have been appearing 
in recent issues of the Northern Minnesota Leader of Roseau. Trad-
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ing posts and trading operations in the Roseau region are described in 
articles published in the issues for October 24 and November 7. Some 
of the material for these accounts was obtained from the Hudson's 
Bay Company, which was active in this section of northern Minne­
sota as late as the early fifties of the last century. The first of a series 
of " Reminiscences of Old Pioneers " assembled and recorded by Miss 
Billberg appears in the Leader for November 21. Early settlers are 
urged to supply her with written or oral recollections and with their 
pictures. The latter are to be turned over to the Roseau County His­
torical Society for preservation. What seems to be the last of a series 
of sketches of " 40 Years in Roseau Valley " by " Jake " Nelson ap­
pears in the Roseau Times-Region for November 28 (see ante, 16: 
498). 

Medford is described as the " oldest village " in Steele County in 
an article about its history which appears in the Owatonna Journal-
Chronicle for December 20. A post office was established there in 
1855 and the village was platted in the following year, according to 
this article, which gives some attention to local industries. The 
various counties in which the territory now organized as Steele County 
was included are noted in an article published in the Journal-Chronicle 
for December 27. 

October 10, 11, and 12 were "Lumberjack Days" in Stillwater, 
marked by programs commemorating the city's supremacy in the lum­
ber industry of the Northwest. Among the features of the celebra­
tion were the marking of a boom site on the St. Croix, log rolling 
contests, skiff races, and the singing of lumberjack songs. A " Lum­
berjack Pictorial Supplement," containing a large number of inter­
esting photographs of lumbering activities on the St. Croix, appears 
with the Stillwater Post-Messenger for October 10. In addition to 
many interesting illustrations, the Stillwater Gazette for October 3 
contains an account of the sawmills that have operated in the neigh­
borhood of Stillwater since 1838. 

An addition to the list of Minnesota county histories is a Con­
densed History of Wright County by C. A. French and Frank B. 
Lamson, recently published from the office of the Delano Eagle (228 
p.). This work will be noticed at greater length in a future issue 
of the magazine. 
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