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of the society held on March 18, Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of 
tbe museum of the Minnesota Historical Society, presented an illus­
trated review of the history of the state. 

Plans for tbe establishment at Rochester of an Olmsted County 
historical museum are announced in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for 
March 30. Tbe county historical society will co-operate with local 
women's clubs in collecting material for tbe museum, which will be 
located in the basement of the Rochester Hbrary. 

One of tbe most active of the local historical societies in the state 
is that in Pope County, which is sponsoring a W P A project involving 
five workers. They are examining records in the courthouse at Glen­
wood and assembling material on the history of the county by means 
of questionnaires (see ante, p. 122). Some of the bits of information 
unearthed by these workers appear from time to time in the Glenwood 
Herald, for example, in the issue for February 13. In order to offer 
suggestions for the work of the Pope County society. Dr. Grace Lee 
Nute, curator of manuscripts for the state historical society, visited 
Glenwood on March 5. At that time she gave a public address, 
discussing the activities of the state society and the value of the records 
preserved by that organization and by local societies. The Pope 
County society and the history of the region were discussed by the 
president of the organization, the Reverend M . C. Johnshoy of Star-
buck, before the Glenwood Parent-Teacher Association on March 16. 

The tenth anniversary of tbe founding of the Rice County His­
torical Society was commemorated at a meeting held at Faribault on 
March 9. An appropriate feature of the program was the presenta­
tion of a paper entitled " A Ten Year Review of the Activities of the 
Rice County Historical Society" by Mrs . H . C. Theopold, curator 
of the society's museum. A paper on " Dr . James Lloyd Breck and 
the Founding of tbe Episcopal Church Schools in Faribault" was 
read by Dr. F . F . Kramer. Both papers are published in full in the 
Faribault Daily News for March 10. At a business session held in 
connection with the meeting, Mr . Theodore Estabrook of Faribault 
was elected secretary to succeed M r . Herbert L. Buck, and Mr . Carl 
Weicht of Northfield was named a director of the society. An im­
pressive list of gifts received by the society in 1935, including museum 
objects, pictures, manuscripts, and books, appears in the News for 
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March 11. T h e completion of a decade of activity by the society is 
tbe occasion for some interesting editorial comment in the Northfield 
News for March 13. " The happiest circumstances of such a society," 
reads the editorial, " are more or less intangible dividends which accrue 
from tbe investment of time and energy in the direction of local his­
torical research. The collection of museum articles, the actual pre­
paration of interesting chapters in the county's history, and the coming 
together of representative citizens with a common interest in mind are 
all important, to be sure. But, in a larger sense, a great purpose is 
also met by such activity in the rich background which it gives for a 
more thoughtful citizenship on the part of men and women who are 
the successors and the heirs of those who have made their contribution 
to the life of the community." 

The Duluth Free Press is publishing in installments papers read 
at recent meetings of the North Shore Historical Assembly and the St. 
Louis County Historical Society (see ante, p. 123). A review of 
"Portages and Old Trails in and Adjacent to Jay Cooke State Park " 
by John Fritzen appears in issues published between January 10 and 
February 2 1 ; the first installment of R. E. Carey's history of the 
"Vermilion Road and Indian Trai l from Minnesota Point to Ver­
milion Lake " appears on February 28. 

Tbe Stearns County Historical Society, w^hich held its first meeting 
in November (see ante, p. 123), was organized on a permanent basis 
at a meeting held in St. Cloud on March 27. Tbe following officers 
were elected: D . S. Brainard, president; the Reverend Walter Reger, 
vice president; Miss Gertrude Gove, secretary; and Alvah Eastman, 
treasurer. 

The activities of pioneer women, with special reference to Wash­
ington County, were described in talks by Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator 
of manuscripts for the Minnesota Historical Society, and Mrs. Robert 
Harrigan of Stillwater before a meeting of the Washington County 
Historical Society at Stillwater on January 29. 

Plans for the establishment of a local historical museum are under 
way at Canby, where an old store building that was erected on the 
original townsite has been offered to the city for historical purposes. 
The idea for such a museum was suggested in a letter from the Rever­
end C. Haugen, which was published in the Canby News for January 
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31 . The removal of the building to the city park, and the assembling 
there of heirlooms and objects illustrative of the early history of the 
community is being considered. In the News for February 14 the 
announcement is made that " in the very near future a local historical 
society will be formed for the express purpose of furthering the in­
terests of a memorial museum." Such a society for Yellow Medicine 
County was planned at a meeting held on March 13, and a committee, 
of which Mrs . A. D . Allen is chairman, was named to study the 
problem of organization. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The history of Anoka during the past twenty-five years was the 
subject of a paper presented by Mrs . S. H . DeLong at a meeting of 
the Philolectian Society on January 29. T h e narrative is published 
in the Anoka Union for February 5. 

An agricultural paper issued in 1878 as the "official organ of the 
LeRoy [Le Ray'] Library Association, a group formed in the town­
ship in the interest of agriculture," is described in the Marshall Daily 
Messenger for February 7. " One of the projects advocated in the 
first issue was the cooperative purchase of scientific books on farming 
for use among the members." A copy of this early Blue Earth 
County paper, which is written by band, was discovered by Mr . Mur­
ray Smart among the materials left by his father-in-law, the late 
Captain Ira B. Reynold of Crystal Lake. 

Most of a " Brief History of Blue Earth County " which appears 
in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for February 7 is 
devoted to the period between 1852 and 1860. The sketch was pre­
pared by Mrs . Thomas Hamp for presentation before the local Wom­
en's Study Club. 

An abandoned Catholic cemetery at Mankato is described in the 
Mankato Free Press for February 2 by Frank Franciscus, who quotes 
inscriptions on some of the stones and markers and traces the stories 
of some of the individuals who are buried there. T h e story of the 
Hotel Heinrich and of the Himmelman family, which operated it 
until recently, is related in the Free Press for March 9. The floods 
of 1881 and 1908, as recalled by some of the older residents of Man­
kato, are described in the issue for March 24. 
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In the admirable series of sketches of " Brown County History " 
which M r . Fred W . Johnson has been publishing in the Brown 
County Journal of New Ulm have been included recently an account 
of tbe " Notorious Jaques Family " of horse thieves which was operat­
ing in Brown County in 1857, January 3 ; descriprions of some 
"BHzzards of Early Days," particularly those of 1866, 1873, 1881, 
1909, and 1917, February 28 and March 6 ; a report on "Chief 
'Sleepy Eyes ' and His Monument," March 13 and 27 ; and the first 
installments of a review of the Inkpaduta Indian massacre of 1857, 
March 20 and 27. 

" Ten or twelve children, mostly Indians, responded to roll call " 
in the first school at Moose Lake, which "was held in the waiting 
room of the railroad depot" in 1872, according to a historical sketch 
of the local schools in the Star Gazette of Moose Lake for March 19. 
The names of pupils who attended classes in a rough board building 
that was used as a schoolhouse in 1875 are recalled by a pioneer, Louis 
Skog. Buildings erected in 1882, 1912, and 1919 are described. 

The early rivalry of Montevideo and Chippewa City and the 
efforts of tbe two communities to obtain the county seat of Chippewa 
County and the post office for the vicinity in 1870 are described by 
J. J. Stennes in the Montevideo News for January 10. Among the 
pioneer politicians who figure in the narrative are George W . Frink, 
Cornelius J. Nelson, V. J. Mathews, Eli Pettijohn, and Edward 
Alcorn. 

Tba t the post office at Ulen was originally known as Oneland is 
revealed by Eliza Evenson in " An Historical Retrospect" of the 
Clay County village which appears in tbe Ulen Union for February 
20. The incorporation of the village and the establishment of the 
Union in 1896 are described in the article, which is accompanied by 
photographic views of the main street in 1893 and 1910. 

A litde log church built near Bagley in 1896 and said to be the 

" first church " in Clearwater County is the subject of a brief article 

in the Farmers Independent of Bagley for March 19. The members 

of the Evangelical Lutheran congregation who worshipped in this 

primitive structure are named in the article, which is accompanied by 

a picture of the church. 
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The founding of the railroad village of Hayfield in 1885, the 
arrival of the first train, the opening of stores and other business proj­
ects in the new community, the establishment of churches and schools, 
and the building of a co-operative creamery are described by George 
Gilbertson in a " Historical Sketch of Hayfield Village " which ap­
pears in installments in the Hayfield Herald from January 9 to Febru­
ary 13. 

Some events in the early history of Herman, as recalled by a pioneer 
of 1878, M r . M . B. Sheppard, are recorded by C. H . Phinney in the 
Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake for January 23. Some pioneer 
merchants are named, early residences and business houses are located, 
and the first school is described. 

The centennial of the founding of the Lake Harriet mission school 
in the present city of Minneapolis is commemorated in an account of 
its history in the Minneapolis Journal for January 5. The activities 
of the Pond brothers and of Jedediah Stevens as missionaries to the 
Sioux who lived on the site of Minneapolis are described. A facsimile 
of the rules of the school, from the original in the possession of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, is reproduced with the article. 

The Story of Minneapolis Rotary, 1910-1935 is the title of a little 
volume published by the Rotary Club of Minneapolis to mark its 
twenty-fifth anniversary (1935. 121 p . ) . The story of the founding 
of the club, which was the eighth of its kind in the United States, is 
followed by a year-by-year record of its achievements. Lists of mem­
bers, past and present, appear at the end of tbe volume. 

A club composed of the mothers of children who attended the 
Grand Rapids kindergarten in 1908 was the nucleus of a parent-
teacher association organized at Grand Rapids in 1913, Mrs . Daniel 
Costello revealed in reviewing the history of the latter organization 
at a meeting held early in March. An outline of her talk appears in 
the Itasca County Independent for March 13. 

Life at Willmar in the eighties is described by the late Lewis John­
son, a local pioneer, in an autobiography published under the title 
" One Man's Journey " in the Willmar Daily Tribune from February 
6 to 21 . Much attention is given to the story of the organization of 
a Swedish Lutheran congregation at Willmar, a development in which 
the writer took an active part. 
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During the late winter and early spring the Marshall Daily 
Messenger conducted an " Old-Timer Reunion," in which early resi­
dents presented their recollections of pioneer days in letters sent to 
the newspaper for publication. Various types of frontier experiences 
are described in the letters, the first of which appear in the Mes­
senger for March 2. I t is interesting to note that responses were 
received from twenty-four states in all sections of the country. A 
similar group of letters by former residents of Nobles County is pub­
Hshed in tbe Worthington Globe for January 30. Many sidelights 
on pioneer life may be gleaned from these letters, and the newspapers 
represented are to be commended for encouraging the writing of such 
communications. 

The histpry of the Bohemian Reading and Educational Society, 
organized by the Bohemian settlers of McLeod County in 1876, is 
reviewed in commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of the organi­
zation in the Silver Lake Leader for January 11. "Since its 
organization the Society bas met once a month for sixty years and for 
more than fifty years, its meetings have been held at Bohemian Hall ," 
reads an account in the Leader. A picture of this ball and an account 
of its construction and use by Bohemian organizations also appear in 
the issue. 

" T h e First Fifty Years of Hassan Valley Lodge No. 109," Inde­
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, established at Hutchinson in 1886, 
are reviewed in an article by Clarence Johnson, S. S. Beach, and 
Alfred Mills in the Hutchinson Leader for February 7. The charter 
members and early officers of the lodge are named and its philan­
thropic work during half a century is described. 

Some of the experiences of Dr . H . P . Johnson, who has been prac­
ticing medicine at Fairmont since 1899, are set forth in an article 
which appears with his portrait in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for 
February 25. He is described as the last of three pioneer physicians 
who served the people of Fairmont. The others are Dr. W . J . 
Richardson and Dr . F . N . Hunt . 

The sixtieth anniversary of the incorporation of Austin as a city 
is commemorated in the Austin Daily Herald for February 28, which 
includes a detailed review of the early history of the community. An 
interesring picture of the main street of Austin in 1866 accompanies 
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the article. In the Herald for March 2 is an account of the begin­
ning of mail service at Austin in 1898 with a picture of the four men 
in uniform who served as the city's first mail carriers. 

In an interesting reminiscent letter published in the Murray County 
Herald of Slayton for March 19, M r . Burt I. Weld recalls that his 
father paid " one-half barrel of cane syrup or molasses " for a course 
of twenty-four organ lessons given to the writer and his sister by a 
talented neighbor in the eighties. T h e syrup was made at a neigh­
borhood sorghum mill, and M r . Weld tells of the process employed 
in its manufacture. 

Information about eight " 'ghost' cities" in Nicollet County, 
located by Mr . Oscar Schmiedel in connection with a W P A project, 
is presented in the St. Peter Herald for February 7. Records of 
these boom towns of the fifties which failed to develop have been 
found in plat books among the archives of the county register of deeds. 
Plats have been discovered for Swan City, Eureka, Dakota City, 
Washington, Red Stone City, Union City, " McQueston's addition 
to Le Hillier City," and Waheoka. 

Recollections of log drives in tbe vicinity of Fergus Falls and on 
the Red River are supplied in an interview with M r . E. H . Pelton 
of St. Cloud, which appears in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for 
March 20. At one time " Mr . Pelton and his four brothers had a 
c o n t r a c t . . . to cut and drive ten million feet of pine to Winnipeg. . . . 
The price paid was $5 per thousand feet for cutting and putting the 
logs into the river and $3.50 for driving them to Winnipeg. The 
long drive occupied about 100 days," M r . Pelton recalls. Other 
items of historical interest in recent issues of the Journal include an 
account, by R. A. Darling, of his experiences with Fred Russel in 
1872, when they sold lightning rods in western Minnesota, in the 
issue for January 20 ; and a sketch of the early schools of Fergus Falls, 
published in the number for February 28. 

The suggestion that one of the original log houses still standing in 
Tumuli Township, Otter Tai l County, be restored and maintained as 
a museum in " lasting memory" of the pioneer settlers of tbe com­
munity is made by Mr . E. L. Kvernstoen in a letter published in the 
Fergus Falls Daily Journal for March 7. Several old buildings that 
might serve such a purpose are noted by M r . Swend Larson in the 
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Journal for March 19. This correspondent suggests further that 
something should be done toward the preservation of a neglected pio­
neer cemetery in tbe township. 

T h e twenty-fifth anniversary of the Askov Creamery Association 
was celebrated by members and their friends at a meeting held on 
February 4. The history of the organization was reviewed in a 
play, written by the Reverend J . Knudsen and based on the early 
minutes of the association. T h e anniversary was marked also by 
the publication of a pamphlet entitled A Brief Historical Outline of 
the Askov Community (16 p . ) . Information for this booklet was 
compiled by M r . Ludvig Mosboek, one of the early settlers in the 
community. Tbe beginning of Danish settlement in 1906 at Part­
ridge under the auspices of the Danish Folk Society is described in 
detail, for out of this movement grew the co-operative community 
that in 1908 took the name of Askov. Mr . Mosboek tells of the 
organization by the Danish settlers in 1907 of a Landboforening or 
farmers' union, and he quotes extensively from its minutes, which, in 
the early years, were recorded in Danish. T h e Askov Co-Operative 
Association, which developed from tbe union in 1913, has sponsored 
many co-operative projects in addition to the creamery, including the 
sale of feed, flour, coal, and produce. 

The record of a pioneer superintendent of schools who " made 84 
visits to schools, traveling 1223 miles on horseback, 276 miles with 
team and on foot 117 miles" is contained in a letter published in the 
Glenwood Herald for March 5. It was written on January 5, 1879, 
by the head of tbe Pope County schools, Henry G. Rising, to the 
board of county commissioners. The writer relates that during his 
term of office eleven new schoolhouses had been built in the county. 

The fifrieth anniversary of the founding of Macalester College in 
St. Paul was commemorated by a two-day celebration on March 8 
and 9. The Twin City newspapers contained accounts of the cele­
bration and of the historical backgrounds of the college, which was 
founded by the Reverend Edward D . Neill, early Minnesota clergy­
man and educator. 

" The part that the Community Chest bas played in the welfare 
program of St. P a u l " is surveyed in a pamphlet entitled After Fif­
teen Years, issued by this money-raising organization in May, 1935 
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(40 p . ) . Tha t the " Chest movement in its nation wide manifestation 

is largely a post-war development" is brought out in connection with 

the discussion of the organization of the St. Paul chest in 1920. 

Future writers on the history of social welfare work in Minnesota 

will find in this pamphlet valuable lists of welfare agencies supported 

by the chest. 

Tbe issue of the Morton Enterprise for February 27 is a " Golden 
Anniversary Edition," commemorating tbe passing of fifty years since 
the paper was established by O. E. Hogue. Among the articles of 
special interest for local history in the issue are a brief review of the 
history of the Enterprise, a history of the Morton schools prepared 
by a group of students and teachers, an account of tbe local woman's 
club from its organization in 1920, a short sketch of the story of 
Morton by G. M . Kumro, and some information about Sherman 
Township by O. W . Newton. Early Lutheran, Catholic, and Meth­
odist church organizations in the county are described, and an account 
of an Episcopal mission established in 1860 is contributed by the 
Reverend J. G. Larsen. 

The Northfield Lyceum, organized in 1856, was the subject of a 
radio talk presented over station W C A L at Northfield by Carl L. 
Weicht on March 11. The text of the talk appears in the Northfield 
News for March 13. It contains a wealth of information about this 
pioneer cultural organization, which had for its purpose tbe establish­
ment of a " reading room, circulating library, and debating society." 
Within a year the lyceum had erected its own building, a one-story 
structure which is pictured in the News. Many of tbe early pro­
grams and meetings are described by M r . Weicht, who bases his 
narrative largely upon the manuscript minutes of the lyceum. The 
volume, which was found among the papers of the late Owen Meade, 
is now in the possession of Mrs . Charles A. Bierman of Northfield. 

T b e lumbering and mining activities that led to the founding of 
Eveleth are recalled in a " Condensed History of the City " compiled 
by Mrs. G. A. Perham for presentation at a meeting of the Eveleth 
Woman's Club on February 17 and published in installments in the 
Eveleth News from March 5 to 26. Early elections and the establish­
ment of schools and churches are among other subjects touched upon. 
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Living conditions at Eveleth in the early nineties are recalled by Dr . 
C. W . More, who located there in 1894 "as physician for the mine 
and railroad employees," in a reminiscent article published in the 
January issue of Minnesota Medicine. 

The story of a road that originally connected communities on the 
south bank of the Minnesota River with the Chaska ferry is reviewed 
in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for January 23. Although 
the road is in Scott County, until recently it was maintained by the 
municipality of Chaska. In 1896 the ferry was replaced by a bridge. 

A historical review of the Centennial Society of Elk River, pre­
sented at a recent meeting of the club by Mrs . C. M . Babcock, appears 
in installments in the Sherburne County Star News of Elk River 
from February 6 to 20. This interesting contribution to the social 
history of the community is based upon the minutes of the club, which 
date from January 18, 1876. 

The passing of the " three-quarter century mark " by the Owatonna 
Journal-Chronicle is the occasion for the publication of a review of 
its history in the " Tabloid " section accompanying the issue for Jan­
uary 10. Early editors of tbe Journal, the pioneer news sheet of 
Steele County, the establishment of the Chronicle by E. K. Whiting 
and Herbert F . Luers in 1897, and the consolidation of tbe two papers 
in 1905 are among the subjects discussed. 

The Staples Commercial Club has appointed a committee, with 
M r . B. C. Barrett as chairman, to interview old settlers and collect 
letters, newspapers, pictures, and other items relating to the history 
of the community. The club has in view the compilation of a his­
tory of Staples to be published in commemoration of its golden anni­
versary in 1940. 

The drug store of Thomas Gibbs and Sony which has been catering 
to the people of Lake City since 1860, is tbe subject of an interesting 
communication in the Wabasha County Leader for March 12. The 
anonymous writer tells of tbe English " Chemist & Druggist," Thomas 
Gibbs, who founded the firm, and who brought to the frontier com­
munity and " placed upon his shelves, a complete stock of all the 
known and used medical drugs " of the period; and he relates that a 
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similar stock still is to be found on the same shelves " in the long 
rows and tiers of those glass containers typical of that early era." 
The stock of toys that appeared at Gibbs each year for the Christmas 
trade also receives some attention. 

T h e founding of the Winona Y . M . C . A . in March, 1886, is 
described in an article in the Winona Republican-Herald for March 
21, which calls attention to the fiftieth anniversary of the organiza­
tion. Steps leading to the organization, its incorporation in 1894, 
buildings that it has occupied, individuals and committees that have 
directed its activities, and other matters relating to its history are set 
forth in this article. 

In the " Foreword " of a Condensed History of Wright County, 
1851-1935 (Delano, Minnesota, 1935. 228 p . ) , the compilers, C. 
A. French and Frank B. Lamson, declare that it has been their inten­
tion not " t o give in detail the events which have occurred since its 
[the county's] organization, but rather to cover the high lights of its 
tragical stories and other episodes which have played an important 
part in the lives of its people." The result is a series of short narra­
tives, each under a separate heading, thrown together in haphazard 
fashion. The opening section, which bears the general beading 
" Location and Early History," includes brief accounts of such un­
related subjects as "Fi rs t Officers" of the county, the "Wright 
County W a r , " the " Cost of Court House," " Summer Resorts," and 
the individual townships and villages located in tbe county. It is 
followed by sections devoted to " Cosmopolitan Population," " Wright 
County Newspapers " and editors, incidents in the political history 
of the region, " Patriotic Service " of residents of the county in the 
Civil, Spanish-American, and World wars, " Tragedies," " Industries," 
" Churches, Schools and Philanthropy," and " Fraternities." By a 
quirk of arrangement the killing of muskrats is classed as a " Patriotic 
Service," and a page of " Wise Cracks " concludes the section desig­
nated as "Tragedies." The last seventy-five pages of the book are 
devoted to brief biographical sketches of pioneers. T h e book is not 
history, but historical and biographical miscellany. 
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