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Crow Wing County Historical Society, and on ‘ Sources of Histori-
cal Material ”’ by Sister Grace McDonald of St. Benedict’s College,
St. Joseph. Sister Grace stressed particularly the value of newspa-
pers and census records as historical sources, drawing examples from
early St. Cloud newspaper files and analyzing to some extent the
Stearns County census of 1860. The work of the local WPA in
building up a museum collection of pioneer objects in co-operation
with the local historical society was explained by Miss Marjory Car-
ter. Some of the objects assembled in connection with this project
had been placed on display, and the audience was invited to inspect
them following the program. Another exhibit of historical items col-
lected by WPA workers was arranged in the windows of St. Cloud
business houses from June 19 to 21.

The organization of a historical society in Wadena County is be-
ing advocated by the T'wentieth Century Club of Wadena. An an-
nouncement in the ?”adena Pioneer Journal for May 21 asks all who
are interested in the formation of a society to get in touch with a
member of the club, a local women’s organization.

The beginnings of agriculture in Washington County were dis-
cussed by two speakers who appeared before a meeting of the Wash-
ington County Historical Society held at Stillwater on May 6. Mr.
William A. Benitt of Denmark read an account of the development
of agriculture in the Cottage Grove settlement, and Mr. A. W. John-
son of Scandia told of the beginnings of farming near Marine. Under
the title “ Introduction to the History of Agriculture in Southern
Washington County,” Mr. Benitt’s paper is published in the Hastings
Herald from May 15 to 29.

At the annual meeting of the White Bear Historical Society, held
on May 1, the following officers were elected: W. A. Stickley, presi-
dent; Mrs. Nellie Fulton, vice president; Harry Horne, Jr., secretary;
William Luedke, treasurer; and Mrs. F. E. Whitaker, custodian.

Members and friends of the Wilkin County Historical Society met
in the courthouse at Breckenridge on April 11 to discuss plans for a
county historical museum. A survey of the county in a search for

suitable items for the museum collection was planned at a meeting
held on June 13.
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Plans for the organization of a Yellow Medicine County historical
society were discussed at a meeting held at Canby on May 15. Those
who attended agreed that the collection and display of objects, news-
papers, and manuscripts of local historical interest should be the chief
objectives of the new society, which probably will attain permanent
form in the fall.

Loca1 History ITEMS

Information about early courthouses in Clay County is supplied by
Roy P. Johnson in the Country Press of Moorhead for May 29,
where he reveals that there is uncertainty as to the location of the first
courthouse. A picture of a structure that was once used as a court-
house for the county accompanies the article.

Many details of frontier life along the North Shore of Lake Su-
perior in the fifties are described in a reminiscent article by R.
McLean, which is published in the Cook County News-Herald of
Grand Marais for March 26 and April 2 and 9. The writer, who
served as surveyor, timber cruiser, prospector for copper, and post-
master at Beaver Bay after his arrival at the site of Duluth in Sep-
tember, 1854, originally prepared his narrative for the forest service,
In 1857 he took a census in what is now Lake and Cook counties, and
he mentions by name many of the individuals who lived there at the
time.

For an essay on the ““ Development of Freeborn County,” John
Grotten was awarded third prize in the Donald E. Bridgman essay
contest in history and political science conducted at Hamline Univer-
sity in 1936.

The progress of transportation in western Minnesota, particularly
in Grant County, from the day of the ox cart to that of the modern
automobile is traced by William Goetzinger in the Grant County
Herald of Elbow Lake for June 11. The writer relates the story of
the Red River trails and the profitable trade that passed over them in
the fifties, quoting long extracts from contemporary sources to illus-
trate his narrative. An account of a cart train of 1858 is quoted
from Harper's Magazine; a description of the picturesque half-breeds
who drove the carts is extracted from a St. Paul newspaper. To con-
tinue his narrative, Mr. Goetzinger presents some interesting accounts
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of stagecoach travel in the sixties through the region originally trav-
ersed by the Red River carts. A map of the Red River trails and a
picture of Red River carts and drivers accompany the article.

A military encampment held at New Ulm from June 23 to 30,
1886, is recalled in the New Ulm Review for June 25, which reports
that twelve thousand people gathered in the Minnesota Valley city
to witness the sham battle staged as a climax to the gathering.
Parades and band concerts were other events connected with the en-
campment, which had its headquarters north of the city at Camp
Hubbard.

The 1936 number of the ¥ hite Pine, the annual volume published
by the junior and senior classes of the Cloquet High School, devotes
special attention to the forest fire which swept over the city of Cloquet
in 1918. A brief historical sketch, with an account of the fire and of
the rebuilding of the city, prefaces the volume.

A survey of “urban transportation . . . from the horse car days
through the era of the electric trolley, with traffic mounting steadily to
a peak just after the World war and then declining as steadily,
along with the rise in popularity of the automobile” is presented by
J. H. Cleland in a ““ History of the City’s Trolleys” published in the
Minneapolis Tribune for May 31. The writer notes that the first
street cars were operated in St. Paul in 1872 and in Minneapolis in
1875. How the transportation systems of two cities were merged
with the formation of the Twin City Rapid Transit Company is ex-
plained. Among the illustrations is a picture of a horse car in Min-

neapolis in 1875 and of the first electric street car to operate in St.
Paul.

Mouch of the recent history of south Minneapolis is reflected in a
series of interviews with Southtown Personalities, which appeared
originally in the East Lake Shopper and which are now assembled be-
tween the covers of a little book (Minneapolis, 1936. 139 p.). The
sketches, which are the results of interviews recorded by Don Rivers,
Audrey Lewis, and Gordon Daline, contain accounts of the activities
in one Minneapolis district of merchants, manufacturers, ministers,
doctors, photographers, butchers, grocers, and the like.
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Events in the history of Hennepin County were re-enacted in a
pageant presented under the direction of a WPA rural recreation
project at Medicine Lake on June 30. The arrival and activities of
many of the national groups — Scandinavian, Dutch, German, Bo-
hemian, French, Ukranian, and the like — that are represented in the
county were depicted.

A series of “ Personal Memories of Early Days” in Houston
County, by H. G. Forschler, has been appearing in the Hokah Chief.
Many of these reminiscences relate to pioneers who settled the county,
but in some installments early events also are recalled. For example,
in the issue of April 2, the writer relates that when the first reaper
was sold in the Brownsville community “ everyone at leisure went out
in the nearby country to see it in operation,” and when they found
that “ it worked,” there was a general celebration.

The Rainy Lake gold rush of 1893 is the subject of several inter-
esting articles which appear in the “ 1936 Tourist Edition” of the
Daily Journal of International Falls, issued on April 23. The story
of the discovery of gold and the development and decline of the Little
American Mine on an island in Rainy Lake is related by J. J. Lloyd;
Judge John Berg contributes his detailed “Reminiscences of Rainy
Lake City,”” which “ flourished for six years, then disappeared as mines
closed up.” Steamboating on Rainy Lake and Rainy River in the
nineties, when boats furnished the only means of communication be-
tween the border communities, is described; and Mrs. W. G. Ran-
dolph tells of a trip by stagecoach from Tower to International Falls
in February, 1900.

Completion of the sixtieth year of continuous publication by the
Litchfield Independent is marked by the issue of May 27, which in-
cludes a brief statement about the founding of the paper and repro-
duces the list of the first subscribers. It is interesting to note that
since the paper was founded in 1876 it has been continuously “ under
the guiding hand of its present owner,” Mr. H. I. Peterson.

When the village of Twin Valley in Norman County was removed
from its original site two miles north of the present community in
1886, Mr. J. F. Heiberg “ remained on the old site which had been
named Twin Valley, rallied a few stragglers and developed a village
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from what had been left behind,” according to the Little Falls Daily
Transcript for June 20. The fiftieth anniversary of this event was
commemorated at Twin Valley on June 20, and special tribute was
paid to Mr. Heiberg, a Norwegian immigrant of 1879. On the
original site of T'win Valley he developed a mill which was later
equipped as an electric power plant to furnish lights for T'win Valley
and several neighboring communities.

The Business and Professional Women’s Club of Rochester is col-
lecting objects of local historical interest for an Olmsted County his-
torical museum, which has been established in the public library of
Rochester. In order to arouse interest in the project, the club spon-
sored a public meeting on May 27, at which the principal address was
given by Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the Min-
nesota Historical Society. He described the historical museum as a
“ powerful factor in the educational system of the community.” Mis,
Bunn T. Willson, chairman of the committee which is sponsoring the
museum project, told of the indexing by WPA workers of newspaper
files preserved in the Rochester library.

The fortieth anniversary of the organization at Crookston of
Lodge No. 342 B. P. O.Elks was commemorated by members of the
order on May 6. Several articles about the history of the lodge ap-
pear in the Crookston Daily Times for Mlay 6. They reveal that the
lodge was organized on May 14, 1896, that it occupied quarters in
the Odd Fellows Block until 1912, and that in the latter year it
erected its own building. An account of its first meeting and lists of
members and of officers appear in the Times.

The results of a Recreation Survey of St. Paul, Minn., undertaken
as a CWA project in 1933 and completed under FERA auspices in
the following year, have been prepared for publication by Katherine
B. Spear under the sponsorship of the St. Paul City Planning Board
and issued as a bulky multigraphed volume (214 p., 48 tables).
Public, industrial, national, denominational, club, school, home, com-
mercial, and private recreation are the classifications under which the
survey was made. The resulting volume contains a wealth of ma-
terial for the student of social history. A detailed survey of St. Paul
playgrounds is prefaced by a brief historical statement; a section de-
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voted to settlement houses and community centers includes descriptive
statements about all such institutions in the city; and accounts of
foreign-born groups and their activities are provided. Among the
“Institutions of Education and Culture Serving the Public” are
mentioned the Minnesota Historical Society, the St. Paul Institute,
and the Schubert Club. Of several special studies in the volume,
that dealing with juvenile delinquency is of outstanding interest and
value. It treats in detail the work of the juvenile court and the pro-
bation office, with many statistics and tables. Among the tables in
the appendix are lists of parks and playgrounds with their locations,
a list of societies having foreign-born memberships, and city ordi-
nances relating to recreation.

Faribault residents of all religious faiths aided in the construction
of Bishop Whipple’s home in 1871, according to an article in the
Faribault Daily News for April 21, published on the occasion of the
wrecking of the old mansion. Previous to 1871 the bishop occupied
a house in which he had established St. Mary’s Hall, a school for girls.
Then groups in other cities began to offer him quarters suitable both
for his home and for the school. The result was the building of the
house which “ did much to retain for Faribault the bishop’s residence
and the distinction of being the See city of the diocese.”

At Maplewood cemetery, near Luverne, memorial services were
held on May 24 in honor of three Rock County Methodist ministers
who are buried there — the Reverend Edward H. Bronson, the Rev-
erend J. A. Saunders, and the Reverend V. H. Raymond. Some in-
formation about Bronson, the pioneer Methodist pastor in the county,
and about the church that he established in the seventies is included
in the Rock County Star for May 29. He went to Rock County
from Wisconsin in 1873, traveling in a covered wagon. One mem-
ber of his party, Jane M. Grout, kept a diary, a copy of which is
owned by the Minnesota Historical Society.

An entire section of the Duluth Herald for April 25 is devoted to
articles about the Duluth Typographical Union, which marked its
fiftieth anniversary on April 18. An account of the organization of
the union, a list of officers from 1886 to the present, and accounts of
unions in other communities are among the items to be found in the
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Herald. A charter member of the Duluth union, Mr. Ransom Met-
calfe, recalls the “ days when newspaper type was set by hand and
the compositor was paid according to the length of his ‘string.’”

In a “Historical Sketch of Orr and Adjoining Territory,” which
appears in the Virginia Daily Enterprise for May 15, Fred W. Bes-
sette declares that the first white settler on the site— Alexander
Baker, a Scotch trader — arrived in 1889, The writer tells of a
Presbyterian mission school established in 1890 and conducted by two
sisters, Cora and Susie Daugherty, and he describes the activities of
a number of other early settlers in the vicinity.

Conditions in Scott County in the late fifties are pictured in two
interesting letters written by Dr. Newton Southworth from his claim
near Belle Plaine and published in the Northwest Pioneer for April.
In the first, which is dated August 28, 1857, he relates that he had
planted a small garden near his home, but the grasshoppers “lit on
that and destroyed everything in one day. For some two weeks dur-
ing a part of the day the air was full of grasshoppers,”’ he continues.
“It looked as though there was a great snow storm.”

The origins of a Hungarian settlement near Elk River in Sher-
burne County are described in an interesting article in the Sherburne
County Star News of Elk River for May 28, which is based upon an
interview with Mr. Andrew Fazekas, one of the first Hungarian set-
tlers in the vicinity. He relates how he and his brothers came to
America in the early eighties, how they worked at North St. Paul
and then removed to Elk River, settling on farms near that place, and
how in time a number of their countrymen acquired land in the vi-
cinity. It is interesting to note that several of the Hungarians who
went to the Elk River settlement came from the mining districts of
Virginia and Pennsylvania,

An elaborately illustrated edition of the St. Cloud Daily Times
and the Daily Journal-Press, consisting of 104 pages, was issued on
June 15 to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the paper.
Much of the issue is devoted to articles about the history of the paper, its
many predecessors, and the editors and owners who have contributed
toward its development. From June 14, 1861, when the first issue
of the Minnesota Union, the ancestor to which the Times looks
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for its origin, through consolidations and changes of name the history
of the paper is traced. It is interesting to note, however, that since
1875 only two men have guided its destinies— C. F. Macdonald and
the present owner, Mr. Fred Schilplin. Articles about their careers
and about earlier editors, including C. C. Andrews, who founded the
Union, are included. The newspaper history of St. Cloud is one of
unusual interest, and several other figures in the broader story are
the subjects of articles. Among them are Jane Grey Swisshelm, edi-
tor of the Visiter and later of the Democrat; George F. Brott, founder
in 1857 of the Minnesota Advertiser, the first St. Cloud paper; Wil-
liam B. Mitchell, editor of the Journal-Press; Gerhard May, editor
for forty-seven years until 1931 of Der Nordstern; and Alvah East-
man, present editor of the Times. Several articles deal with the
changes in appearance, typography, arrangement, content, illustration,
and the like that have marked the newspaper history of the past
seventy-five years. Existing files of the Times and affiliated papers,
including those preserved by the Minnesota Historical Society, are
described. The entire issue of the Union for August 16, 1861, is
reproduced in facsimile, and pertinent sections of several other papers
appear among the illustrations. Of special value is a list of “St.
Cloud’s Pioneer Business Firms” established before 1900, chrono-
logically arranged, with the date of founding, the name of the founder,
and the original and present name of the firm. Another list includes
the names of pioneers who settled at St. Cloud from 1849 to 1860.
One article deals with the history of transportation, by stage, steam-
boat, rail, and electric trolley, and there are separate accounts of the
Great Northern and Northern Pacific railroads. In the final sec-
tion are to be found reviews of exploration and early settlement in the
St. Cloud area and of the organization and early history of Stearns
County.

A number of articles about the history of the St. Cloud trolley line,
which has been in operation since 1887, appear in the St. Cloud Senti-
nel for April 30, the day on which the street cars were replaced by
busses.

A cyclone which devastated the St. Cloud and Sauk Rapids area
half a century ago is recalled in the 8. Cloud Daily Times for April
14, the anniversary of the catastrophe. Contemporary newspaper re-
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ports are quoted, and the recollections of survivors are presented.
Three photographs taken at Sauk Rapids after the cyclone appear
with the articles.

Installments of a ““ History of Melrose,” edited by Rose Sand, as-
sisted by V. Radermacher, appear in the section of the Melrose Bea-
con devoted to “ High School Notes” from April 16 to May 28. In
their introduction, the editors explain that in their search for material
about this Stearns County community, *“ pubic records have been care-
fully examined, the files of local informatives searched for matters of
interest, a wide correspondence carried on and individual interviews
sought.” The geography of the region, Indian tribes, and explora-
tion are surveyed in the first two installments; the period of settle-
ment, which began in the fifties and continued into the sixties and
seventies, is described in the third. The development of churches,
the founding of banks, the establishment of a post office and a news-
paper, the building of railroads, and the establishment of schools are
among other subjects discussed.

A wealth of material about the history of Benson and Swift County
is to be found in the “Golden Jubilee Edition” of the Swift
County Monitor of Benson, issued on June 26. The history of the
Monitor, which was established in 1886 by T. F. Young and D. Y.
Smith, is featured in one section. The earlier newspaper history of
Benson, which began when E. V. Price launched the Swift County
Censor in 1874, also receives some attention. Another section is largely
devoted to articles about the history of Benson and municipal institu-
tions, such as the fire department, the park system, the library, and
the city light and power plant. The platting of the townsite in 1870,
shortly after the arrival of the railroad, and the organization of the
village in 1877 are described. The creation of Swift County in Feb-
ruary, 1870, “from 21 townships carved from Chippewa county’s
territory ’ is the subject of an article. Scores of short articles deal
with schools, churches, and individual business enterprises.

The text of an interesting letter written on October 30, 1854,
from the site of Lake City by Abner Dwelle to his children at Texas,
Michigan, is published in the ?#”abasha County Leader for June 25.
Dwelle urges his sons to join him at once in order that they might
settle on the claims that he is holding for them. “I have four as
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good claims as there is in Minnesota,” he writes. “I would not trade
them for half of Texas.” Dwelle reports that “Some days six or
eight steamboats go past heavily loaded, some as high as four or five
hundred passengers.”” The original letter is owned by a grandson of
the writer, G. M. Dwelle, president of the Lake Pepin Valley His-
torical Society.

“In order that bateau and shell-racing can again become a part of
the outdoor life of Stillwater’s youth,” three former lumberjacks in
the St. Croix country, Mr. J. J. Sullivan, now warden of the Minne-
sota State Prison, Mr. Thomas Maher, sheriff of Washington Coun-
ty, and Mr. Lyman Sutton, president of the Cosmopolitan State Bank
of Stillwater, have each purchased a bateau and are attempting to
develop expert crews for their use on Lake St. Croix. Their efforts
to revive bateau racing, the favorite sport of the lumberjack, are an-
nounced in an interesting article in the Stillwater Weekly Gazette for
April 9, in which many of the lumberjack’s activities are described.
Among them are the sorting of logs at the St. Croix Boom, the forma-
tion of the “brail,” the building of the raft by connecting four brails,
the breaking up of log jams, and the like. In describing all these ac-
tivities on the water, the part played by the bateaux and the expert
boatmen who handled them is stressed. How the boatmen used their
skill in races, held usually on July 4, how they trained for the event,
and how the bateaux were prepared are explained.

A reminiscent article by John W. Somers, who came to Minnesota
in 1868 in search of health and who remained to become a prosperous
farmer in Watonwan County, appears in the W atonwan Gounty
Plaindealer of St. James for June 18. He tells of three years spent
in strenuous outdoor work that restored his health, of settling on a
farm near St. James, of early agricultural methods, and the like.

That “stray animals on business and residential streets were a
vexing civic problem” at Cokato in 1878, when the village was in-
corporated, is revealed in an article in the Cokato Enterprise for April
9, which is based upon the earliest village records. The duties and
privileges of the poundkeeper were carefully defined by the common
council at a meeting held in April, 1878. Other problems that were
handled by the early Cokato council and that are recorded in its min-
utes relate to the building of sidewalks, the digging of a village well,
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and the construction of a jail. The writer of the article, who has
selected many interesting bits of information from the village records,
reveals the cost of each item used in the construction of the jail. The
building of the first village hall in 1883 and the installation of the
first street lights in 1884 also are noted.

Some early experiences at Monticello are recalled by Mr. R, E,
Blanchard in an interview published in the Monticello Times for
April 2, MTr. Blanchard’s father emigrated from Maine in 1857 and
established a lumber mill at Monticello.
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