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It is to be hoped that the Chippewa County Historical Society eventu-
ally will find it possible to give the articles shown in these displays a
permanent home. That an effort is being made by the society to
‘““find space for permanent museum exhibits”’ is announced by Mrs.
L. N. Pierce in the Montevideo American for September 25.

The Clay County Historical Society held open house in its rooms
on the campus of the Moorhead State Teachers College on July 15,
giving about a hundred members and friends the opportunity to view
its rapidly growing collection of pioneer objects. Mr. Willoughby
M. Babcock, curator of the state historical society’s museum, addressed
the gathering on the subject of local historical activity. Another fea-
ture of the program was a display of early costumes on living models.

A marker erected by the Cook County Historical Society on the
homestead of Colonel William Colvill at Grand Marais was dedi-
cated with appropriate ceremonies at the afternoon session of the
eighth annual North Shore Historical Assembly, which was held at
Grand Marais on August 22. The bronze plaque on the marker
bears the following inscription: “Colvill Homestead. Site of the
log home built by Colonel William Colvill of the First Minnesota
Regiment, built about 1893 on this land homesteaded by him. Burned
about 1906. Erected by the Cook County Historical Society August
1936.” Among the speakers who reviewed Colvill's career were
Judge Bert Fesler and Colonel Otto I. Ronningen. At the evening
session of the assembly, which consists of the historical societies of
Cook, Lake, and St. Louis counties, Judge William Scott read a paper
on “ The Schools of Lake County, Past and Present,” and Willoughby
M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the state historical society, pre-
sented an ““ Illustrated Ramble through Minnesota History.”

A collection of objects illustrative of the early history of Grant
County is being assembled by Judge W. H. Goetzinger at Elbow
Lake. In the Grant County Herald for August 20 he expresses the
hope that a county historical society which can care for the collection
will soon be organized. Such a society, he says, should have avail-
able a room ““in which to store and display a collection of relics and
articles of historical interest. There is county wide interest in the
project and many have offered to make contributions as soon as a place
is provided.”
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At a meeting of the Koochiching County Historical Society held at
Rogers on July 8, Mrs. J. F. Walton recalled incidents connected
with the history of Fort Frances from 1872 to 1894 and Joe Rogers
and August Nelson described early days in the village of Ericsburg.

A pageant depicting the arrival of the earliest settlers in the Thief
Lake district was a feature of the annual summer meeting and picnic
of the Marshall County Historical Society, which was held at Thief
Lake Dam on July 12. Among the speakers on the program were
Mr. R. D. V. Carr, who spoke on the ‘“Early History of Middle
River,” Mr. Carl Berg, who described some early events connected
with the history of the Thief Lake area, and Dr. D. Squires, who re-
viewed some of the early history of the county. The talks presented
by Mz. Carr and Mr. Berg are published in full in the # arren Sheaf
for July 15.

About three thousand people attended the annual picnic of the
Martin County Historical Society, which was held at Granada on
August 30. An exhibit of objects illustrative of pioneer life in the
county was arranged for the meeting.

The Morrison County Historical Society was organized at a meet-
ing held at Little Falls on August 31, when the following officers
were elected: Val E. Kasparek, president; Mrs. Harry Stillwell, vice
president; Mrs. A. E. Amundsen, secretary; and Warren Gibson,
treasurer.

The history of the pipestone quarry in southwestern Minnesota was
reviewed by Judge George P. Gurley of Pipestone in an address pre-
sented at Worthington on August 16 before the annual meeting of the
Nobles County Historical Society. To direct the activities of the
society during the coming year, the following officers were elected:
A. L. Wells of Brewster, president; C. W. Becker of Wilmont, vice
president; Julia Hyland of Worthington, secretary; and Frank Mor-
gan of Worthington, treasurer,

Between eight and ten thousand people attended the annual meet-
ing of the Otter Tail County Historical Society, which was held at
Leaf Lake on June 28. Among the speakers were Charles R. Wright
of Fergus Falls, who presented a survey of the history of the region;
S. M. Rector and John B. Hompe of Deer Creek, who gave reminis-
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cent talks on early days in their community; and Judge Anton Thomp-
son, president of the society, who spoke on its activities. Evidence
that the society’s rooms in Fergus Falls attract numerous visitors Is to
be found in a report of the secretary, E. T. Barnard, which appears
in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for August 22. He reveals that
during the past two years more than eight thousand people have regis-
tered when visiting this local historical museum.

Judge Nels B. Hansen was elected president of the Polk County
Historical Society at a meeting held at Crookston on July 17.

Dr. L. W. Boe, president of St. Olaf College, Northfield, was the
speaker at a meeting of the Rice County Historical Society held on the
college campus on August 3. He took as his subject “ St. Olaf Col-
lege as Typical of the Development of a Racial Group in America.”

A paper on the “ Northfield Old Settlers’ Association, 1872—
1897,” presented by Mrs. Oscar Nystuen at a meeting of the Rice
County Historical Society on May 11, is published in full in the
Northfield Independent for July 2. Material for the paper was lo-
cated through the use of an index of Rice County newspapers made
under the auspices of the local WPA. The organization of the asso-
ciation in 1872, its constitution, its first officers, and some of the more
interesting meetings held during the first twenty-five years of its exist-
ence are described by the writer.

The program presented at a meeting of the St. Louis County His-
torical Society at Lake Eshquaguma on August 14 included papers
and addresses on the “Development of Camp and Recreational
Grounds around Lake Eshquaguma” by Carlo Chase, “ My First
Trips along the Embarrass’ by Edward Lynch, “ Indian Trails over
Glacial Deposits” by Tony Benson, “ Agricultural Development
through St. Louis County Club and Farm Bureau Association” by
August Neubauer, and “Iron Ore Discovery and Development” by
John H. Hearding. An exhibit of Indian artifacts arranged by Dr.
C. E. Hagie of Aurora for the Mesaba Range Chippewa Archeologi-
cal Society was on view during the meeting.

At a meeting of the Washington County Historical Society, held
at Newport on September 17, Miss Phyllis Sweeley read a paper en-
titled “ A Glimpse of Minnesota’s Past” and Mrs, A. J. Keck pre-
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sented her reminiscences of “ Newport as I Have Known It.” A
marker was placed on the site where the Third Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry was mustered into service for the Civil War.

LocaL History ITEMS

Mail service in the rural districts near Ortonville in the years prior
to the establishment of rural free delivery in 1903 is described in an
article in the Ortonville Independent for August 20. In the eighties,
according to this account, postal stations known as Custer, Maud, and
Sardis were located in farm homes to which mail was delivered once
a week from Ortonville.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the village of Ulen was
marked by a jubilee celebration on July 17 and 18 and by the publi-
cation of a pamphlet entitled 4 Half Century of Progress, in which
the history of the community is reviewed by O. E. Reiersgord. It in-
cludes accounts of the first settler in the township, Ole Ulen, who
arrived in 1871, of the organization of the township in 1881, of the
coming of the railroad and the founding of the village in 1886, and
of the progress of schools and churches. Early scenes and portraits
of pioneers illustrate the booklet.

Miss Gertrude Gove is the author of a detailed “ History of Win-
dom” during the first year of its existence which has been appearing
in installments in the ¥ indom Reporter since August 14. As a back-
ground for the narrative, she sketches the story of the establishment of
Cottonwood County in 1857 and of its organization in 1870. The
need for a railroad town in the new county led to the founding of
Windom in 1871, when the St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad was
extended into the county. How the railroad sponsored the new town,
advertising it through its field agent, Stephen Miller, “ who not only
did much to draw individuals to Windom, but was able to keep them
satisfied after they arrived,” is related by Miss Gove. In the install-
ments that follow, the names of settlers who arrived during the first
year are listed with the numbers of town lots that they purchased,
accounts of the establishment of local industries and enterprises are
presented, and living conditions and social activities are described.
Prices of various staples at Windom in 1871 are listed in the install-
ment for September 25. In preparing her narrative, Miss Gove has
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drawn not only upon printed and manuscript records, but upon inter-
views with pioneer residents of Windom.

Installments of an article on the “ Early Settlement of Shell Rock
Township, Freeborn County,” edited by William E. Thompson, have
been appearing in the Glenville Progress since September 10. An ac-
count of the arrival in 1853 of the first settler in the township, Ole
Gulbrandson, is followed by lists of later settlers and descriptions of
the beginnings of church activities.

The contributions of a group of Swiss pioneers of the late sixties
and early seventies to the development of the cheese industry at Pine
Island are emphasized in an article in the Pine Island Record for Sep-
tember 24. At first the settlers made cheese in their homes, then they
began to haul milk to a few farmers ‘“ who built factories, made the
milk into Swiss and brick cheese and took a certain proportion of this
cheese for their labor.” Eventually, in this vicinity, American cheese
replaced Swiss cheese. Some information is given in the Record about
the Minnesota Cheese Producers Association, a co-operative organiza-
tion which built a large cold storage plant at Pine Island in 1921.

An interview with the late Thomas W. Hunt, a Goodhue County
pioneer of 1862, recorded by Mr. C. A. Rasmussen, president of the
Goodhue County Historical Society, appears in the Red Wing Daily
Republican for July 1. Hunt settled at Hader, which “was on the
St. Paul and Dubuque stage line”” and was at one time considered as
a possibility for the county seat.

Historical sketches of each township and village in Houston
County are to be included in a series of articles on the “ Early History
of the County ”” which began publication in the Caledonia Journal on
July 16. Between that date and October 1 accounts of the settlement
and early development of Caledonia, Spring Grove, Wilmington,
Brownsville, Hokah, Houston, and La Crescent appear in the weekly
issues of the Journal. Many interesting incidents of pioneer life are
described. For example, it is said that Samuel McPhail, who settled
on the site of Caledonia in 1853, in order ‘“ to get some work done on
a plow, went to Prairie du Chien, paid $5.00 steamboat fare and
$2.00 hotel bill for sixty cents worth of blacksmith work.” Although
a number of settlers from Illinois and New England selected claims at
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Caledonia in 1853, " the land was not on the market until 1854, when
the first land sale was held in Brownsville.” Since technically the
settlers were squatters, a “mutual protective association was organ-
ized, and a manager appointed to look after the interests of members”
at the land sale.

A chapter on the “ History of Hubbard County ” is included in a
Land Economic Survey of Hubbard County, Minnesota, issued by the
agricultural experiment station of the University of Minnesota as
number 317 of its Bulletins (St. Paul, 1935, 264 p.). Concise in-
formation on early settlement, the building of railroads, industrial
development, population, and urban development is to be found in this
chapter. Some material on the history of agriculture and on the
growth of summer resorts is included in chapters on “ Primary Land
Use” and on ““ Recreational Uses of Land.” The results of a Soil
Survey of the same county, made under the direction of P. R. Mc-
Mailler, appear in a pamphlet published recently by the United States
department of agriculture (33 p.).

An Isanti County pioneer, the late August Geselius, who immi-
grated from Sweden with his parents in 1869, wrote a reminiscent
narrative which appears in the North Star of Cambridge for July 16.
His parents on Easter Sunday, 1870, moved into the log cabin that
his father had built on his homestead. *‘ First of all the men shoveled
away the snow, made a fire, then melted snow to cook coffee and we
had breakfast,”’ according to Mr. Geselius. ‘‘ When that was over
the emigrants began to think of old Sweden where they used to go to
church Sundays and now it was Easter Sunday, but they could not get
to any church that Sunday morning. So they did the best they could,
Grandma read the Easter text and they all joined in singing psalms.”

A community celebration held on August 25 and 26 and a special
“Golden Jubilee Edition” of the Eden Valley Journal published on
August 21 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Eden
Valley. A brief outline of the history of the Meeker County village
and sketches of “Community Builders” are among the items pub-
lished in the Journal.

Evidence to show that the building at St. Peter now known as the
Brinkman Apartments was erected in 1855 by James M. Winslow of
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St. Paul and was first used as a hotel has been assembled by Mrs.
M. E. Stone for the Captain Richard Somers chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. Information about the hotel, which
was known at different times as the Winslow House, the Wheeler
House, and the Ewing House, drawn for the most part from con-
temporary newspapers, appears in the St. Peter Herald for July 24.
Previously, some seem to have believed that the structure was erected
in 1857 for use as a state capitol building, but according to Mrs,
Stone, the actual site of the capitol building is at present unknown.

The “Early History of Stewartville” is outlined by C. A. Dun-
canson in the Stewartville Star for August 13. Much of the article
deals with the pioneers of the fifties, including five families who emi-
grated from Wisconsin in covered wagons.

The centennial on June 21 of the birth of George B. Wright, who
founded the city of Fergus Falls, is commemorated in a full-page
article on his career by Elmer E. Adams in the Fergus Falls Daily
Journal for July 11. Wright, who was a native of Vermont, settled
in Minnesota in 1857 and ten years later located a claim on the pres-
ent site of Fergus Falls. His activities in developing water power at
the site and in attracting industries and railroads to the new com-
munity are emphasized in the article.

The ““ Reminiscences of a Pioneer Battle Lake Preacher,” the Rev-
erend Myron Cooley, who served as pastor of the local Baptist church
from 1884 to 1889, appear in the Battle Lake Review for August 13.
He recalls that during his residence in Battle Lake he ‘‘was actively
connected with two literary clubs,” the Bostonians and the Agassiz.
The first was devoted to the study of American literature, the second
“was wholly given over to historical study and scientific investiga
tion.” An Indian legend which explains “ How Battle Lake Re-
ceived Its Name ” appears in the same issue of the Review.

The fifty-eighth anniversary of the founding of Renville, which
was marked by a community celebration on August 5 and 6, is com-
memorated in several articles relating to its history in the Renville
Star Farmer for July 30. The platting of the townsite in 1878 is
recalled in a “ Historical Sketch of the City of Renville ”’; the story of
local parks is outlined by S. W. Bierlein; and some Minnesota Valley
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monuments and markers are described by A. A. Davidson. Miss
Gertrude Ackermann’s study of Joseph Renville, the Minnesota fur
trader for whom the city is named, is reprinted in this issue of the
Star Farmer from MiinNNEsoTa History for September, 1931.

St. Cloud has an indefatigable and competent historian in Miss
Gertrude Gove, a history teacher in the high school of that city. The
first installment of part 2 of her “ History of St. Cloud,” in which
she covers the story of the Granite City during the Civil War period,
appears in the St. Cloud Daily Times and Journal Press for Septem-
ber 30. Part 1 of Miss Gove's history, which dealt with the earlier
pioneer period, appeared in the same paper in November and Decem-
ber, 1933, and was reviewed in this magazine for March, 1934 (see
ante,15:139). The opening chapter of the present narrative deals for
the most part with the growth of St. Cloud in the early sixties. It is
accompanied by a map of the city in 1874, when, Miss Gove explains,
it was much the same as “in 1861—65 except for the fact that there
were no wagon and railroad bridges across the Mississippi.” Miss
Gove's research is careful and detailed and is based upon a thorough
examination of a variety of sources. She gives an admirable illustra-
tion of the rich possibilities open to workers in the field of Minnesota
local history.

The history of the Wabasha County Medical Society is reviewed
in an interview, published in the # abasha County Leader for July 9,
with Dr. W. F. Wilson, who has been secretary of the organization
almost continuously since 1896. The society, which was organized
in June, 1869, held its sixty-eighth annual meeting at Wabasha on
July 9. A list of the charter members of this pioneer medical society
is among the items of information furnished by Dr. Wilson.

The Swedish and Norwegian settlement known as Vista in Waseca
County was the scene of an. interesting celebration on September 6
and 7, when the eightieth anniversary of the founding of the com-
munity was marked. In 1856 “three sturdy young Swedish immi-
grants scouted southern Minnesota” and staked out claims on the
present site of Vista. Among the features of the anniversary pro-
gram were talks on the history of the community by Herman Peter-
son and Evelyn Sponberg, a pageant depicting the progress of the
settlement, and the dedication of a marker commemorating Asa A.
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Sutlief, the pioneer white settler in Waseca County. More than a
thousand objects illustrative of the history of Vista were assembled
and placed on display during the celebration. Among the articles
shown were a plow used in 1858, a hand loom, tools, furniture, and
the like. The occasion was marked also by the reprinting of a history
of the Vista Community, compiled by Mr, Peterson and Miss Spon-
berg, which was issued originally in 1927 (see ante, 8:210).

Historical sketches of Stillwater business concerns claim much of
the space in the eightieth anniversary edition of the Stzillwater Post-
M essenger, issued on September 10. Some information about the his-
tory of the paper, which traces its origins back to the Messenger,
established in 1856 by A. J. Van Vorhes, is included. Other articles
of interest deal with Joseph R. Brown’s part in the founding of Still-
water, theatrical attractions of the eighties, early hotels, the beginnings
of railroad service, the library established by the Stillwater lyceum in
1858, the beginnings of telephone service in 1880, and the opening of
the Stillwater Auditorium in 1906. Among the illustrations is a set
of marks used by pioneer lumbermen in branding logs for identifi-
cation.

““A Historical Travelogue of Washington County” by Mary
Gertrude Sharpe, which appears in two installments in the W hite
Bear Press for August 7 and 14, is followed by the same author’s
““ Historical Travelogue of Grant Township,” in the issue for August
21. Until 1918, when Lincoln Township was organized, Grant
Township included the summer colonies on White Bear Lake at Dell-
wood, Mahtomedi, and the peninsula. Some interesting information
about the development of these sections is presented, and some Indian
legends connected with the district are retold.

September 24, 25, and 26 were *“ Lumberjack Days’” in Stillwater,
marked by programs commemorating the thriving industry which
caused the early growth of the city. “The Stillwater celebration is
interesting because it perpetuates the atmosphere of a picturesque era
and pays tribute to a group which was just as typical of Minnesota
and just as distinct as the whalers were in New England,” reads an
editorial in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for September 24. “ The ap-
pliances, vehicles and costumes of the logging days lend uniqueness to

a community celebration,” continues the editorial, “but they have a
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historic value which warrants more attention than that accorded them
as the trappings of street pageants. A permanent museum collection
to preserve the implements and other reminders of the old logging
industry which meant so much to early Minnesota might not be inap-
propriate in Stillwater or even at the State Historical Society’s
building.” It might be noted that a permanent exhibit of the type
suggested, including a go-devil, is to be found in the museum of the
Crow Wing County Historical Society at Brainerd. The Minnesota
Historical Society also has a lumberjack display, though limitations of
space have restricted it to small objects, such as pike poles, peaveys,
canthooks, dinner horns, cooking utensils, and clothing. It also has
a very valuable collection of pictures illustrating the lumber industry.
It is expected that the state society will soon have on exhibit miniature
models of a typical Minnesota lumber camp and of logging scenes.

The “ Baseball Recollections”” of W. E. Easton, presented in the
Stillwater Daily Gazette for July 27, reveal that the game was
brought to Stillwater by John and Frank Green in 1868, when the
first local team was organized. The “ uniforms consisted of a heavy
red shirt, long blue trousers with a white cord down the side, a belt
and a heavy cap. The footwear . . . consisted of either moccasins
or rubbers, depending somewhat on the weather.” The writer traces
the story of this sport in Stillwater to 1884, when the local team was
included in a ** twelve league baseball combination.”

That ““ driving logs was the spectacular and most dangerous part
of the work ” of the early Minnesota lumberjack is recalled by Mr.
James E. McGrath of Stillwater, a pioneer lumberman, in an inter-
view published in the St. Paul Dispatch for August 14. He relates
that “log jams as high as a house would pile up now and then,” and
at times they “ broke loose with such force that many logs were pushed
far up into meadows and flats.”

Pioneer life in Riverdale Township, Watonwan County, is de-
scribed by Mrs. Sophia Graff of Waukesha, Wisconsin, who spent
some of her early years there, in an article in the ¥ atonwan County
Plaindealer of St. James for September 3. Her father, Charles
Deckert, settled in this township in 1869, and he perished in the bliz-
zard of 1873. The writer bases her account on the recollections of

her mother.
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The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Annandale was cele-
brated by the people of this Wright County community on August
27, 28, and 29. A special anniversary edition of the Annandale Ad-
vocaie, issued on August 21, contains an outline of the history of the
village from October, 1886, when the town was platted, to 1930,
Sketches of some pioneer settlers and a brief history of the village
schools also are included in the issue. Among the illustrations is a
view of Annandale in 1887.

That lumber, grain, potatoes, and wool were the chief products
shipped out of Cokato in the late seventies is revealed in a record book
recently found in the attic of a building once used as the local depot
of the Great Northern Railroad. An article based on the entries in
the volume appears in the Cokato Enterprise for July 30. According
to this account, a ** typical entry indicates that eight carloads of wheat
went out of Cokato in one day.” The record shows that only occa-
sionally a barrel of butter was shipped to Minneapolis or St. Paul.
The “small importance of butter” is interesting in view of the fact
that the Cokato district is now chiefly dependent upon its dairy prod-
ucts.

Clarkfield, a community in Yellow Medicine County which was
platted in 1884 and incorporated in 1887, marked its fiftieth anniver-
sary on September 23 and 24. A history of the village appears in
installments in the Clarkfield Advocate from September 3 to 24. Ac-
cording to the editor, much of the information for this sketch was
furnished by Mr. A. P. Rose of Marshall. The establishment of a
post office in 1884, the erection of a city hall in 1911, and the building
of grain elevators in the community are among the subjects touched
upon.
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