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Plans for a joint meeting and picnic to be held by the Marshall
County Historical Society and the local old settlers’ association dur-
ing the summer of 1937 near Stephen were made at a meeting of
the society held on November 23 at Warren. Judge Bernard B.
Brett was re-elected president of the society, and Nils Malm was
named vice president, Mrs. Synneva Strunk, secretary, and Mrs. H.
I. Yetter, treasurer.

A membership campaign was planned by the officers of the Nobles
County Historical Society at a special meeting held at Worthington
on October 3. Miss Margaret Brooks, Wallace Saxon, and Henry
M. Anderson were named to serve on a membership committee. An
appeal for new members, signed by Miss Julia Hyland, the secretary,
appears in the W orthington Globe for October 5.

An interesting letter from Mrs. Caroline Nygren Holl, who in
1890 was elected superintendent of schools in Otter Tail County,
was read by Judge Anton Thompson at a meeting of the Otter Tail
County Historical Society at Fergus Falls on November 7. Included
on the program also were reminiscent talks by Mrs. Cora Frazee, S.
Newton Putnam, and Colvin G. Butler, and a review of the early
history of Battle Lake and Amor Township by Mr. F. J. A. Larson.
Mirs. Holl’s letter, in which she tells of her election on a Prohibition
ticket and describes some of her experiences while holding office, ap-
pears in full in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for November 7.
Mr. Butler’s narrative, in which he tells of his father’s emigration
from England and settlement at Perham, appears in the Journal for
November 13; in the issue for November 30 is Mr. Putnam’s account
of pioneer life in Amor Township.

At a meeting of the Polk County Historical Society at Crookston
on October 21, Judge Nels B. Hansen was elected president, Hjal-
mer Erikson, vice president, and John Saugstad, secretary and
treasurer.

‘The work of the Pope County Historical Society in co-operation
with the local WPA is endorsed by Hilberg Peterson, county super-
intendent of schools, in a letter published in the Glenwood Herald
for December 17 and the Pope County Tribune for December 24.
“The Historical Society of Pope County,” writes Mr. Peterson, ‘ de-
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serves our wholehearted co-operation in its efforts to gather and
compile a historical record of the institutions of the county from the
time the county was first organized.” He urges district school of-
ficers to turn their records over to the historical society for permanent
preservation.

Professor C. A. Duniway of Carleton College was re-elected presi-
dent of the Rice County Historical Society at a meeting held at
Faribault on October 19. His present term marks his tenth year
as the leader of this active local historical society. A paper on
“Early Railroads in Rice County,” presented in connection with the
meeting by N. M. Pletcher of Northfield, appears in the Faribaul:
Daily News for October 20 and the Northfield News for October 30.

All the officers of the Stearns County Historical Society were re-
elected at a meeting held at St. Cloud on November 21. Miss
Marjory Carter presented a report on the historical records survey
that is in progress in Stearns County.

A history of the Lake City Baptist church was read by Miss
Marian Nordine at a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical
Society held at Lake City on October 13. The officers of the society
were re-elected.

Members of the Washington County Historical Society, meeting
at Stillwater on October 5, elected the following officers: Chester S.
Wilson, president; Mrs. Daisy Foster, first vice president; Mrs.
George Supple, second vice president; E. L. Roney, secretary; and
Grace Mosier, treasurer.

Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent of the state historical
society, was the speaker at a meeting of the Watonwan County His-
torical Society at St. James on November 19. He-took as his subject
the value of the local historical society to the community. At the
annual meeting of the society on December 10, George Hage was
elected president; Mrs. Will Curtis, vice president; J. E. Setrum,
secretary; and E. C. Farmer, treasurer.

A collection of pioneer objects assembled in the locality was placed
on display at the annual meeting of the Wilkin County Historical
Society, which was held at Breckenridge on December 15. The fol-
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lowing officers were elected: H. L. Shirley, president; Burt Huse, vice
president; C. E. Holmgren, secretary; and C. A. Gewalt, treasurer.

Myr. Homer Goss of Lewiston was elected president of the Winona
County Historical Society at its annual meeting, held at Winona on
November 28. Other officers elected include Dr. R. B. LeMay of
Homer, vice president; Miss Caroline V. Smith of Winona, secre-
tary; and Miss Luella Guidinger of Rollingstone, treasurer.

LocaL History ITEMS

A deer hunt near Anoka in 1868 is recalled by the Reverend J.
B. Tuttle, a pioneer Baptist clergyman, in an article found among
his papers by his son, Mr. Fred C. Tuttle of Cincinnati, and pub-
lished in installments in the Anoka Herald beginning on December

30.

Brief historical sketches of Becker County townships have been
appearing in the Detroit Lakes Tribune under the title “ Turning
Back the Pages in Becker County History.” In each case the date
of organization of the township, its first officers, the names of some
early settlers, the beginning of schools, and the origin of the name
are given.

Pioneer life in Beltrami County in the years that followed the
turn of the century is described vividly by R. A. Hanna of Bemidji
in an article which appears in the Farmers Independent of Bagley for
December 24. Logging operations, wild life and game, and social
activities in the frontier community are described. An account by
J. C. McGhee of the organization of the Odd Fellows lodge at
Bemidji in 1899 appears in the Bemidji Daily Pioneer for December
10 and the Bemidji Sentinel for December 18.

When the Mankato Normal School was established in 1868 each
student who enrolled was requested to bring with him “a Bible, a
dictionary, and any textbooks that he might possess.”” This informa-
tion is given by Marcella Nutting and Robert Blake in an interesting
account of the early history of the school which appears in the Man-
kato Free Press for November 14,

The history of the New Ulm Turnverein is traced back to the
early months of 1856, when a group of German residents of Cin-



1937 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 113

cinnati decided to “‘leave their homes in the east and strike out into
the little known wilds of Minnesota to found a colony for Turners,”
in a feature article which appears in the New Ulm Review for No-
vember 12. The narrative commemorates the eightieth anniversary
of the organization, which was marked by its present members on
November 15. “In the shade of a huge cottonwood tree . .

thirteen young charter members made plans for the organization” on
November 11, 1856, according to this account. The names of the
charter members are listed and photographs of four of them appear
with the article. Among the illustrations also are pictures of the

Turner halls built in 1865 and in 1901.

Several articles in the W eekly Valley Herald of Chaska for Oc-
tober 1 call attention to the fact that the paper “is seventy-five years
old today.” In one are noted the beginning of regular publication
by Charles Warner in 1861, earlier newspapers published at Chaska,
and the names of the owners of the Herald; in another the career of
Frederick E. DuToit, who published the paper for fifty-seven years,
is outlined.

The Walker Pilot is conducting an “Old-Timer’s Department,”
in which appear the narratives of early settlers in the Northwest.
Contributors are invited to furnish information about the details of
pioneer life, telling what they ate, where they obtained supplies, how
they made or obtained clothing, how their houses were constructed,
and the like. The first contributor, Mr. Thomas Pederson of
Mildred, sets an example for those who may in the future submit
their reminiscences. The early installments of his ‘“ Memoirs,”
which begin in the Pilot for October 9, deal with pioneer conditions
in western Wisconsin, where he was born and where his parents
settled after emigrating from Norway. Food, clothing, farm imple-
ments, schools, amusements, and holiday celebrations are described in
detail. In the eighties the writer went into North Dakota where he
lived for a time near Devil’s Lake. Mr. Pederson’s narrative ap-
pears also in the Cass County Independent of Hackensack. The
author has presented a copy of his manuscript to the Minnesota His-
torical Society (see ante, p. 96).

The founding at Montevideo of the Western Minnesota Seminary,
which became the Windom Institute, is described by Mr. C. W.
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Headley, who was appointed superintendent of the school in 1889, in
a letter published in the Montevideo News for December 4. M.
Headley recalls that he found the buildings incomplete and that with
the aid of some of his pupils he “completed the barn, the drainage
system, the bridge and the cisterns as well as many other undertak-
ings.”

The Spring Lake mill, the Gardner mill at Hastings, the Ramsey
mill on the Vermillion River, the Stanton mill on the Cannon River,
and several other “Old Mills of Dakota County” are described by
W. E. Harrington in the Hastings Gazette for November 27. In
the same issue is an article about the early Vermillion River mill from
which developed the present King Midas Mill of Hastings. An
interesting early picture of this mill accompanies the article. A
related industry at Hastings, a cooper shop in which “about 225
barrels a day were completed by the force when business was rush-
ing,” is the subject of a detailed narrative in the Gazette for Decem-
ber 4. A view of the shop and of its employees, taken about 1880,
appears with the article.

‘The history of a Fillmore County Norwegian settlement, that at
North Prairie, is reflected in the story of the local Lutheran church
as told by S. T. Severtson in a recent Eightieth Anniversary Year
Book (1936. 32 p.). According to this writer the history of the
congregation can be traced back to 1856, when the Reverend U. V.
Koren visited North Prairie and “ conducted services, baptized chil-
dren, administered Communion and performed marriages.” From
the earliest records of the congregation, which are dated September,
1856, the author takes the names of children baptized and couples
married by this visiting pastor. The building of churches, the com-
ing and going of ministers, and the growth of the congregation are
described. Special sections are devoted to such subjects as the paro-
chial school, the Sunday school, church organizations, and the ceme-
tery association.

A brief outline of the history of the Chatfield News appears in the
issue for December 31 to commemorate the eightieth anniversary of
the founding of the paper.

A biographical sketch of “Francis Hall, Albert Lea’s First
Mayor ” by L. W. Spicer appears in the Evening Tribune of Albert
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Lea for December 15. The sketch was read by Mr. Spicer before
the city council of Albert Lea in connection with the presentation to
the city of a portrait of Hall. Some interesting items relating to
Hall’s activities as a pioneer merchant in the late fifties and early
sixties seem to be based upon his business papers. His Civil War
service, his election as mayor in 1878, and his activities as a hotel
owner and a banker also are described.

The value of church archives for the historian is aptly illustrated
in a pamphlet entitled The First Congregational Church of Minne-
apolis: A Retrospect of Eighty Years (Minneapolis, 1936. 29 p.),
in which is published an address delivered on November 16, 1931,
by Dean Guy Stanton Ford of the graduate school of the University
of Minnesota. The occasion for its original preparation was an
eightieth anniversary celebration. The address opens with a “ tribute
to those who in the past have so faithfully kept the records of the
church,” and special mention is made of the first pastor, the Reverend
Charles Seccombe. ‘‘ Week by week, even day by day, Father Sec-
combe faithfully and carefully made minutes of the church’s history
during its first fifteen years,” writes Dean Ford. ‘““In this and the
records faithfully kept through the following years by the clerks of
the church and of the Society, the historian has a rather exceptional
body of material recording the regular life and development of the
church.” An example of Father Seccombe’s record is his entry for
December 7, 1851: “ The First Congregational Church commenced
worshipping by themselves for the first time today, in the school-room
of the University, for the use of which they are to pay $1.00 per
week.” Among the church archives examined by Dean Ford was a
volume of the ‘“ minutes of the Ladies Benevolent Society from 1860
on,” in which he found a “record of all-day meetings, of quilting
bees, thimble bees, oyster suppers, and husking bees, of buying church
carpets, of underwriting church contributions by what their own
scribe calls ‘the hard earned dollars the ladies gathered in.’” The
roll of members stimulated the imagination of the writer, for upon
turning the pages he often found recorded first admission to the
church and then forty years later, perhaps, death; first membership,
and then letters of dismissal to all parts of the United States; first
the whole family coming in — father, mother, children —and later
the baptism of a baby,” and then later “marriages and departures
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from that same family east and west, north and south.” Dean Ford
concludes that “If one could follow and summarize all that lies be-
hind the names that are entered on these records, he would have in
biographical form much of the history not only of Minneapolis but
of the state of Minnesota and the Northwest.”

Lists of teachers in and graduates from the Heron Lake public
schools are among the items relating to the history of education in
this Jackson County community which appear in the Heron Lake
News for December 3. The sum of $325.00 was appropriated for
school purposes in 1879 according to the minutes of the local school
board, which form the basis for an article on the early history of the
schools. Some reminiscences of Mr. John Tollefson, custodian of
the public school property for more than thirty years, also are pre-
sented.

The steps by which Hutchinson obtained its first railroad con-
nections with the outside world are explained by Gerald White in
the Hutchinson Leader for October 16. He relates that the Mil-
waukee, St. Paul, and Pacific road completed its line to Hutchinson
in the autumn of 1886. It is interesting to note that the author’s
chief source of information was a minute book of the town board,
which was obtained from the present town clerk by Mr. S. S. Beach,
president of the Hutchinson Historical Society.

The mill at Stewartville, which marked the beginning of the
village when it was established there by Charles Stewart in 1858, is
the subject of an article by C. A. Duncanson in the Stewartville Star
for December 10. The mill was originally established at High
Forest, but Stewart soon moved his equipment to the site of Stewart-
ville. Mr. Duncanson gives an interesting description of the mill
equipment and of the methods by which it was operated.

How a stone barnyard enclosure built by William Buck on his
farm at High Forest was used as a place of refuge by his Olmsted
County neighbors during the Sioux Qutbreak of 1862 is related in
the Rochester Post-Bulletin for November 2. Buck came from Illi-
nois in a covered wagon to settle in Olmsted County in 1855.

“ Crookston in 1879 ” is vividly pictured by William A, Marin in
the first installment of a narrative of pioneer life in northwestern



1937 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 117

Minnesota which appears in the Polé County Leader of Crookston
for December 10. ‘““‘The streets had not been graded nor had the
grub holes been filled ” when Mr. Marin arrived to make his home
in the new settlement. The four streets of the town were “sur-
rounded by heavy woods,” he relates, and ‘“large oaks and elms were
standing high above the low frame buildings so that the town ap-
peared to be hiding itself in the jungle as if ashamed of its cheapness
and its newness.”

The presentation to the historical museum conducted by the
Rochester Business and Professional Women’s Club of the register
of the Medary House, an early Rochester hotel, for 1884 and 1885
is announced in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for December 1.

The history of the Otter Tail Lake region from the days when
the native red men roamed over it, through the period of explora-
tion and the fur trade, to the era of settlement is traced by C. R.
Wright in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for November 4. He
tells something of the townsites, such as Otter Tail City, Marion,
Dayton Hollow, and Fergus Falls, which attracted speculators in the
sixties. Mr. Wright also is the author of a *“ History of the Otter
Tail County Fair,” which appears in the Journal for November 9.
In the issue for November 23 is an interesting article about game
and hunting in frontier Otter Tail County. According to this ac-
count a party of hunters from Fergus Falls returned with more than
ten thousand wild geese, ducks, and prairie chickens in 1874, and a
lone hunter from Pelican Rapids bagged nine deer in three days in
1878. 1In the same issue is an account of pioneer industries in Fergus

Falls.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Church of St. Matthew of St.
Paul, which was celebrated on October 11, is commemorated in a
Golden Jubilee pamphlet issued for the occasion (80 p.). It in-
cludes a history of the church and parish, in which the story is told
of their founding in 1886 to meet the needs of a growing German
Catholic group living in the West Side district of St. Paul. The
fiftieth anniversary on October 18 of another Catholic congregation
of St. Paul, St. John’s Church in the Dayton’s Bluff district, was
marked by the publication of a Historical Souvenir (80 p.).
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That the idea of developing and beautifying Third Street in St.
Paul was suggested as early as 1850 by E. S. Seymour in his
Sketches of Minnesota is brought out in an article on Kellogg Boule-
vard in the 8t. Paul Daily News for December 16. The pioneer
author expressed regret, in writing of St. Paul, “that the land on
the edge of the bluff, in the center of the town, was not left open
to the public instead of being cut into small lots.” The steps by
which the modern improvement of the street was brought about also
are traced.

The St. Paul winter sports carnivals of the late eighties and of
1916 and 1917 are recalled in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for Decem-
ber 27. Some scenes from the carnival of 1887, including a view of
the ice palace, appear with the article.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Hendricks School of St. Paul,
which was observed on October 15 and 16, is the occasion for the

publication of an article about its history in the 8t. Paul Pioneer
Press for Qctober 11.

“Rice County and the Sunday School Movement ” is the title of
an article by Neva Foster which appears in the Faribault Daily News
for October 21. She reveals that Rice County was represented by
Moses Cole of the Baptist Sunday school of Faribault when the Min-
nesota State Sabbath School Association was organized in 1859; and
she describes the state convention held at Faribault in 1868 at which
Dwight Moody appeared as a speaker.

The flour mill built at Dundas in the late fifties was used as a
church “ whenever a travelling minister could be found,” according
to Mrs. William D. Taylor, whose brief “ Church History in Dun-
das” appears in a pamphlet about the Holy Cross Protestant Epis-
copal Church at Dundas published in September, 1936. Of interest
also is an “inventory of graves in Holy Cross churchyard.”

That the first school at Walnut Grove was opened in 1873 by
Lafayette Bedal, who “ taught his classes in his own home,” is brought
out in a history of the local school district which appears in the
Walnut Grove Tribune for November 12. The growth of the
school from the original class of fifteen pupils, is traced and the vari-
ous buildings that it has occupied are described.
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Miss Gertrude Gove’s detailed history of St. Cloud during the
Civil War period has attained impressive proportions, for install-
ments of its eleven chapters appear in the 8t. Cloud Daily Times
and Journal Press from September 30 to November 28 (see ante,
17: 489). The author pictures the growth of the town’s business
district, the development of courts and judicial business, the estab-
lishment of churches and schools, the participation of St. Cloud
citizens in the Civil War, the effect of the Sioux War upon the
community, and many other phases of local life and growth that one
expects to find in a2 community history. But Miss Gove goes much
farther. She shows how Civil War issues were reflected in proslavery
and antislavery groups, working the story of the rivalry of Mrs.
Swisshelm and S. B. Lowry into her narrative. She tells of the
development of the city as a distributing center, and she explains how
the Red River traffic influenced that development. Her pictures of
social life and conditions are detailed and excellent, including discus-
sions of such subjects as homes, architecture, furniture, and amuse-
ments. The narrative is well worth publication in book form.

Historical sketches of ‘‘Stearns County Churches” prepared by
C. S. Wright as part of his work as county supervisor of the Minne-
sota historical records survey have been appearing in the Melrose
Beacon since November 19. Among the subjects of sketches are
churches in Melrose, St. Cloud, Richmond, and Sauk Center. Some
of the articles have appeared also in the Sz. Cloud Sentinel. During
October the latter paper published four articles on “Stearns County
Pioneers” by the directors of the Stearns County museum project.
They deal in general terms with such subjects as prices, food, social
life, wages, and industries.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Minnesota State Public School at
Owatonna was marked by a three-day celebration on October 28, 29,
and 30. A feature of the first day’s program was the presentation of
a history of the school by Mr. H. J. Jager of Owatonna, who served
on the staff of the school for more than thirty-six years. His his-
torical review was followed by a tribute to Galen A. Merrill, who
was superintendent of the school from the day of its founding in
1886 until his death in 1934. Mr. Jager’s paper appears in two
parts in the Daily People’s Press of Owatonna for November 3 and
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4. A program published by the school includes brief sketches of its
history and of Merrill’s contributions to its progress.

An interview with Mr. H. B. Thornton of Chicago, which ap-
pears in the Winona Republican-Herald for November 28, is an
interesting and valuable addition to the record of communication in
Minnesota. Mr. Thornton became manager of the Northwestern
Telegraph Company’s Winona office in 1872 and he served under
this firm and later under the Western Union until 1913. He recalls
that when he went to Winona it ‘‘ was the nerve center of the North-
west.” A railroad disaster of 1871 at Winona is the subject of an
article in the Republican-Herald for December 21. It deals with
the collapse of a railroad drawbridge across the Mississippi on May
27, two days after it had been opened to traffic.

As the feature of a celebration marking the eightieth anniversary
of the First Presbyterian Church of Winona on October 13, Mrs.
James D. McMartin presented a review of the history of the church
and the parish. Her paper, in which she describes the organization
of the church by fifteen pioneers on August 31, 1856, appears in full
in the Winona Republican-Herald for October 14.

Several articles in the W right County Journal-Press of Buffalo
for December 10 call attention to the fact that this issue marks the
fiftieth anniversary of the publication of the paper. Some reminis-
cences of pioneers, a brief account of early schools, and a facsimile
reproduction of an early issue of the Buffalo Journal appear in this
number.

The sixty-fifth anniversary of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Wood Lake, which was celebrated by members of the
congregation on November 1, was marked also by the publication of
a pamphlet in which the history of the church is outlined by Charles
F. Hall. An account of the Sunday school is furnished by Frank
L. Swan, and Mrs. Harry Payne recounts the “ History of the M. E,
Ladies Aid Society of Wood Lake.”
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