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The hardships endured by traveling men in Minnesota and Dakota
in the winter of 1881, when most of the railroads in the region were
blocked by snow, are vividly described by W, W. Bell in a narra-
tive reprinted in the Hills Crescent for March 4 from a Middlebury,
Vermont, newspaper of 1892. The writer was snowbound with
more than a hundred other business men at Worthington late in
February, “After staying here five days, a party of us decided the
only way to reach St. Paul would be to foot it,” and despite stormy
weather they reached that place in safety, Bell records. He relates
also that the heavy snows and enforced leisure of this severe winter
made skiing popular. “This was a great winter for sport,” he
writes, “ that being all there was to do to while away the time, and
men and women, old and young, had to try the Norwegian snow-
shoe,” which is described as ‘‘ about 8 feet long and from 4 to 6 inches
wide, turned up at the toe.”

That the “Greyhound Bus System Was Born in Minnesota” is
revealed in an article about its history which appears in the Minne-
apolis Star for February 25. In 1914, according to this account,
“Eric Wickman, whose business career is practically a history of
commercial bus transportation in America, established the first inter-
city bus service in the northwest, with Hibbing as headquarters.”
The first bus took workmen from Hibbing to the nearby mines. In
1916 a transportation company was organized, and by 1918 it was
“ operating a fleet of 18 buses throughout the northern part of Minne-
sota.”

The first locomotive used in the Minnesota Valley was the “ Shako-
pee,” which was purchased in a machine shop at Columbus, Ohio, and
shipped with five flat cars and two box cars “by rail to La Crosse
and then by barge to Credit Landing” on the present site of Savage.
This information is presented in an article, published in the # aton-
wan County Plaindealer of St. James for January 21, about the his-
tory of the railroad running west from St. Paul to Mankato, St.
James, and Worthington, which is now part of the Chicago, St. Paul,
Minneapolis, and Omaha Railway. The road was chartered in 1864,
and construction began in the following year. Pictures of several
early locomotives accompany the article,

The growth of the Railway Express in Minnesota from 1863 to
the present is outlined in the Daily People’s Press of Owatonna for
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March 4. The use of stages and steamboats for transporting ex-
press before the railroads were completed is noted. In 1864 ¢ the
fur and game business was at its height ” in St. Paul, and it “ gave
the Express Company a large tonnage and long haul,” according to
this account.

Local Historicar SoCIETIES

Monthly meetings of the Anoka County Historical Society were
held at Anoka on January 4, February 1, and March 1. At the
March meeting a sketch of J. H. Gates, a pioneer Ancka teacher, by
Ramsey Benson, was read by Theodore Nelson, and the reasons why
a historical society is of value to a community were explained by
U. G. Herrick of Minneapolis. Mr. Herrick declared that the mem-
bers of a local historical society are banded together “ for the purpose
of diligent labor in recording not only the history of their own genera-
tion, but in digging deeply into the past to help uncover and re-
establish the almost forgotten stories of people and their doings.” He
advised members of the Anoka County Historical Society to “ pre-
serve our keepsakes, fill our questionnaires, and spend seven minutes
each day of our lives in keeping up a daily diary.” Mr. Herrick’s
paper appears in full in the Anoka Herald for March 10 and 17, and
Mr. Benson’s narrative is published in the issue for March 24. Mr.
Herrick has drawn up a useful questionnaire which he is distributing
widely among pioneer residents of Anoka County. On it he asks for
information about parentage, education, church and lodge affiliations,
and the like. When the questionnaires are filled out, he expects to
turn them over to the state historical society for permanent preserva-
tion,

The work of collecting historical material for the Becker County
Historical Society was discussed by Mr. Harry Peterson at a regular
meeting of the society, held at Detroit Lakes on January 21.

In Beltrami County the WPA is assembling historical material
for preservation by a county historical society, which is being planned.
The project, which is under the supervision of Mr. Martin Widsten
of Bemidji, is described in the Blackduck American for January 27.

Some of the exhibits installed in the new building of the public
library and the Brown County Historical Society at New Ulm are
described in the New Ulm Review for February 18. They include
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photographs, tools, and other objects used in the homes of pioneers,
and a collection of autographs assembled by Mr. F. W. Johnson of
New Ulm. The exhibits are arranged on the first floor of the new
structure, which is described in the Review for February 11 and the
Brown County Journal for February 5.

The historical society organized at Cass Lake last December (see
ante, p. 109) adopted, at a meeting held on March 15, a constitution
and bylaws and a new name—the Chippewa Region Historical
Society. Residents of Walker and of the Leech Lake region are
actively interested in the new organization. The society is co-oper-
ating in the work of the museum at Cass Lake, which is under the
direction of Mr. F. T. Gustavson. The museum is particularly in-
terested in collecting Indian artifacts and objects illustrative of the
lumber industry in northern Minnesota.

Minutes of meetings held by the Chippewa County Pioneer Asso-
ciation in 1870 and 1875 were read at a meeting of the Chippewa
County Historical Society at Montevideo on March 15. They re-
vealed that “ in establishing a museum, the society is carrying on the
work started ” by the pioneer organization of the seventies. Extracts
from a diary kept by Mrs. Frank Stay in 1862, when the Sioux Out-
break occurred, were read by her daughter, Mrs. Henry Van Dyke.
Mr. David Fisher, president of the society, announced that the
organization now has seven cases for the display of historical materials
and that its museum will be opened to the public in the near future.

Brief historical descriptions of the objects displayed in the museum
of the Clay County Historical Society at Moorhead have been pre-
pared for the use of visitors, according to an announcement in the

Moorhead Daily News for February 27.

The register of the museum of the Crow Wing County Historical
Society at Brainerd shows that more than four thousand visitors
viewed its exhibits in 1936. This fact was revealed at the annual
meeting of the society, which was held at Brainerd on February 17.
During the same period, about eight hundred biographies of pioneers
were prepared for preservation by the society. The following officers
were elected for the coming year: Dr. A. K. Cohen, president;
W. A. Spencer, vice president; Mrs. Sarah Heald, secretary; and
Mrs. J. M. Hayes, treasurer.
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At a meeting of the Fillmore County Historical Society, held at
Lanesboro on January 21, Mrs. John Mills of Preston presented
her reminiscences of pioneer life in Sumner Township.

Mr. H. J. Hirschheimer of La Crosse, Wisconsin, stresses the need
for a Houston County historical society in a letter to Mr. H. E.
‘Wheaton, which appears in the Hokak Chief for March 4. “ Hous-
ton County is rich in historical setting,” writes Mr. Hirschheimer.
“It has an interesting history and there are only a few of the pioneers
left to tell the story.” Among the topics for study by a local histori-
cal society suggested by the writer are pioneer life and steamboating
on the Root River.

‘The proceedings of the county commissioners of Morrison County
from 1856, when the county was organized, to 1873 have been copied
as one feature of a WPA project conducted with the co-operation of
the Morrison County Historical Society. Biographies of more than
four hundred pioneers have been compiled for preservation by the
society.

“Henry M. Rice and the Winnebago ” was the title of an address
presented by Theodore Estabrook at a meeting of the Rice County
Historical Society at Faribault on February 15. It appears in install-
ments in the Faribault Daily News for February 16, 17, and 18.
Other speakers on the program were J. W. Astley and Arnold
Denler, who described the index of Rice County newspapers made by
WPA workers under the supervision of the historical society, “I
cannot say too much in praise of this practical index system,” said Mr.
Astley, who recently located material about early telephone lines in
Rice County through using it. Excerpts from Faribault papers re-
lating to telephone service from 1878 to 1897 appear in the News
for February 19.

The museum of the Roseau County Historical Society will occupy
two rooms in a new municipal building, which is nearing completion
at Roseau.

A report about the St. Louis County Historical Society and its
collections of maps, pictures, books, manuscripts, museum objects, and
the like, prepared by its president, William E. Culkin, appears in the
Duluth News-Tribune for January 3. The names of the 165 people



224 NEWS AND COMMENT June

who constitute the membership of the society are included in the re-
port.

Hundreds of objects used and owned by Swift County pioneers
are now on display in the museum of the Swift County Historical
Society at Benson, which was officially opened to the public on
March 30.

The Watonwan County Historical Society inaugurated at Antrim
on March 22 a series of monthly meetings featuring the histories of
the townships in which they are held. About a hundred and twenty-
five people gathered in the town hall to hear a program of talks, which
included reviews of the history of the township by Frank Dewar of
Lewisville and of the story of the local schools by Mary Ellen Lewis
of Lewisville. A collection of Indian objects, most of which were
found in the county, was placed on display for the meeting.

Essays dealing with local history submitted in a contest sponsored
by the Wilkin County Historical Society have been appearing in the
Gazette-Telegram of Breckenridge since January 6. The subjects
and names of the authors of some of the essays follow: the post office
known as Miller’s Station or Jacksonville, by Bertha Otteson, Jan-
uary 6; the settlement of Champion Township, by Helen L. Nash,
January 13; the arrival in covered wagons of a group of Norwegian
immigrants in 1871, by Mrs. Olaf Lein, January 20; some remi-
niscences of the late R. A. Partridge, a Campbell pioneer, recorded
by Virgil Shaffer, February 3; some recollections of Reuben Messer
of McCauleyville, by his daughter, Mrs. Clarence Cardinal, February
17 ; the history of the Breckenridge schools, by Charles E. Holmgren
and John Schmitt, February 24 and March 3; and the history of
McCauleyville and Roberts Township, by Mrs. Cardinal, March 17.

LocarL History ITEms

The history of the club house owned and used by the Ramsey
Farmers Club of Anoka County is reviewed by Mrs. Clifton Clark in
the dnoka Union for March 3. The writer reveals that the building
was erected by the Ramsey Christian Union Church in 1889, and she
presents a list of those who contributed to the building fund.

In a pamphlet entitled The Story of the Old Spoon, Lydia Sohl-
berg Deere describes the experiences of her grandparents, who emi-
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grated from Sweden in 1854, lived for a decade on the Wisconsin
frontier, and finally settled in Douglas County, near Alexandria
(1937. 51 p.) The writer presents a vivid picture of the country
store which her grandfather opened on his homestead. “‘In the store
was everything that the farmer and his wife needed,” she writes.
Among the wares were “ calicoes and ginghams for the women, suits
and overalls for the men, shoes and boots . . . red striped stick candy
. . . boxes of coiled chewing tobacco which looked like rope,” barrels
of sugar, dried peas, and of “little dried prunes and salt herring and
mackerel which savored of Norway and Sweden,” garden tools, cut-
lery, patent medicines, and the like. In exchange for these articles
fur pelts, cases of eggs, and “ rolls of butter which the women brought
tied up in squares of cloth” often were accepted. The local post
office was located in the store and the ““ mail stage stopped four times
a week on its route between Alexandria and Morris. The stage ac-
commodated passengers also and these mostly were drummers, from
whom Gustaf bought goods.” Although the book is informing and
charming, it would have had greater historical value if the autho:
had used full names and located places with more exactness.

The first settlement in Oakland Township, Freeborn County, was
known as the “Tow Head Settlement,” according to the Reverend
W. E. Thompson, whose account of the community appears in two
installments in the Glenville Progress for February 4 and 11. A
large number of poplars grew in the vicinity, and the “ great amount
of tow or cottony substance from the poplars gave the name to the
people and the location,” according to the writer. He asserts that the
first settlers came from Illinois in 1855.

Plans for a celebration to commemorate the centennial of the
arrival of the Swiss missionaries, Daniel Gavin and Samuel Dentan,
in the village of the Sioux chief, Red Wing, are being formulated
at Red Wing.

The organization of the Excelsior Pioneer Association, a coloniza-
tion company that had its origin in New York in 1852, is described in
a letter written from Excelsior in March, 1858, which is published
in the Minnetonka Record for February 26. * There were sixty-two
names enrolled, but only a fraction of the members came,” according
to the writer of the letter, ‘“and instead of sixty-two families in the
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village the first winter, there were but three! Thus the Colonial
Association ended — in moonshine.” The letter also gives interesting
information about economic and social conditions and about an acad-
emy in the new community. Although unsigned, the letter probably
was written by the Reverend Charles Galpin.

In a series of articles entitled ‘“ The Elegant Eighties in Minne-
apolis Society,” Agnes von Scholten, formerly society editor for the
Minneapolis Journal, is presenting in that paper ““a story of the de-
velopment of the city from a social viewpoint.” Her articles have
been appearing in the Sunday issues of the Journal since January 31.
She describes costumes worn by women of the eighties, a New Year’s
Eve ball at the West Hotel, sleighing parties, card parties, a fashion-
able wedding, and the like.

The minutes of the St. Anthony board of education for 1860 have
been used by Walton Streighliff in the preparation of an article about
the early schools of this section of Minneapolis for publication in the
Minneapolis Tribune for February 21. The author relates that in
1860 St. Anthony had fewer than a thousand inhabitants of school
age. Four primary and three intermediate schools were established,
and before the end of the year a high school was opened.

An interview with Mr. David Gossler, who was a compositor on
the Minneapolis Tribune for half a century following 1884, is re-
ported by Norman Christensen in the Tribune for January 31.
Printing methods of the eighties, improvements since that time, and
the Tribune fire of 1889 are among the subjects discussed.

‘The history of the New England Furniture Company of Minne-
apolis, which was established by W. L. Harris in 1887, is the subject
of an article in the Minneapolis Journal for March 28. Pictures of
the buildings occupied by the store and of the original force of ten
that operated the business accompany the article.

The eighty-second anniversary of the Hokah Chief is commemo-
rated in its issue for March 18, which includes a sketch of the history
of the paper by its editor, Herbert Wheaton. He records the serv-
ices of former editors — Charles Reynolds, who began the publication

as the Minnesota Leader, Hiram Ostrander, who gave it its present
name, Henry L. Hohl, and Wesley Moe.
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In early articles of a series about “Le Sueur County and Its
Pioneer Citizens,” which has been appearing in the Le Sueur News-
Herald since January 6, the Reverend J. H. Sellie tells of the organi-
zation of the county and the beginnings of settlement. ‘Three of the
sketches deal with the careers of natives of Le Sueur who gained fame
— Dr. William J. Mayo, the surgeon, January 27; Tracy R. Bangs,
jurist, February 3; and George T. Plowman, architect and etcher,
February 10.

The record book of the Litchfield Cemetery Association, covering
the period from its organization in 1870 to 1890, is the basis for an
article about the early history of the organization in the Litchfield
Independent for March 3. ‘The original members of the association
are listed.

The minutes of the first meeting of the county commissioners of
Morrison County, which took place on May 1, 1856, appear in
printed form in the Little Falls Daily Transcript for January 15.

“ Some of the little red school houses that dotted the prairies were
made of sod” in pioneer Nobles County, according to an article in
the Worthington Globe for February 11. It deals with a school
opened in Bigelow Township in 1879 in an ‘““abandoned settler’s
cabin, built of sod, with a roof of timbers and crude shingles and
small four-light windows.”” The teacher was D. D. Potter, a medi-
cal student. Lists of pupils who attended classes in this primitive
school are taken from grade books still in existence. A number of
letters from former residents of Nobles County, describing pioneer
life in the vicinity, also appear in this issue of the Globe.

The Tattersall Hotel at High Forest is described as the “oldest
hotel building in Olmsted County” in the Rockester Post-Bulletin
for January 13. ‘The days when the inn was the center for the social
activities of a prosperous community are recalled in this issue, which
includes a picture of the structure as it now appears. In the issue of
the same paper for March 3 is an account of the old Metropolitan
Theater of Rochester, which is being razed to make way for a modern
store building. Theatrical attractions that have been produced in
Rochester since 1902, when the theater was built, are listed.

‘The opening of St. Mary’s Hospital at Rochester by the sisters
of St. Francis in 1889 is pictured as a direct result of the cyclone of
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1883 by Julius W. Haun in an article entitled *“ Mercy Rides the
Clouds,” which appears in the Commonweal for February 12. The
writer points out that the need for a hospital became apparent after
the storm, when members of the religious order helped Dr. William
W. Mayo to care for the injured.

Recollections of early schools in the vicinity of Stewartville are
presented by two pioneer residents of the neighborhood, Mrs. Martha
Bonner Worthy and C. A. Duncanson, in the Stewartville Star for
January 7 and 14. ‘The settlers of the middle fifties “ all turned in
and built a log school house one-half mile south from the village,”
according to Mr. Duncanson. ‘ There were no desks, the seats were
made of slabs from the sawmill, supported by legs milk stool fashion.
. . . The scholars brought along such books as they had.”

St. Luke’s Hospital at Fergus Falls, which was built with funds
raised by private subscription in 1902, is the subject of an article in
the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for March 16. A sketch and a por-
trait of Dr. O. T. Sherping, one of the founders of the hospital,
appear in the same paper for March 20.

Detailed descriptions of living and working conditions in the
prairie region of northwestern Minnesota in the eighties are presented
by William A. Marin in a series of articles appearing in the Polk
County Leader of Crookston (see ante, p. 116). Among the subjects
discussed are the ‘ Prairie Primitive,” January 14, “ Booms and Bliz-
zards,” January 21, ““ Life in a Prairie Sod House,” February 11, 18,
and 25, and early French-Canadian and Norwegian settlers in Polk
County, March 11 and 18. The Norwegians, the author relates,
came in after the thirteen towns in the eastern part of the county
were opened for settlement in 1885.  After the coming of the French-
Canadians, according to Mr. Marin, several towns were given
French names, “ one of the Crookston weekly papers ran a column in
the French language,” and a French amateur theatrical society was
organized. Some sections of the narrative were originally published
in MinNEsora History for June, 1931.

A “History of White Bear’s Boy Scouts” by Russell Wallin
appears in three installments in the W hite Bear Press for January
8, 29, and February 12. From the organization of the local troop in
1916, its activities for each year through 1936 are traced. Historical
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sketches of the churches of White Bear Lake by Otto B. Griffin have
been appearing in the weekly issues of the Press since February 12.

Speaking before the students of the local senior high school on
January 29, Mr. E. Howard Fitz of Fairmont repeated the valedic-
tory address that he presented when he was graduated from the St.
Paul high school in 1875. He recalled that his class consisted of
only seventeen graduates, but that the exercises, which were held in
the opera house, were attended by fifteen hundred people. Extracts
from his address appear in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for Janu-
ary 29.

A vivid account of a great blizzard in 1873 by Michael Holden
appears in the Fairfax Standard for February 11. The writer was
caught in the storm while hauling wheat from his home at Beaver
Falls to Willmar. His four companions on the trip perished.

The progress of journalism in a Minnesota college for half a
century is described in the Manitou Messenger, the weekly newspaper
published at St. Olaf College, Northfield, for January 12, which is
a ‘“ Fiftieth Anniversary Issue.” The paper was established as a
monthly literary magazine in 1887.

Poll lists and township records have been used by Frank H.
Boobar in the preparation of a history of Fair Haven, the first install-
ment of which appears in the dnnandale Advocate for January 14,
He tells of the first settlers, Thomas C. Partridge, Henry Root, and
Sylvester Wolcutt, who staked a claim on the site in 1856; of the
organization of the township in 1859; of the arrival of early settlers,
including many from Maine; of early town meetings; and the like.
A copy of the first poll list, which included forty-four names, is in-
cluded in the installment published on January 28.

The issue for January 14 of the Record of St. John'’s University at
Collegeville is a fiftieth anniversary edition. It includes a brief his-
tory of the paper, which was first published in January, 1888, and an
account of the alumni association organized in 1883.

“The fencing problem was quite an item " for the pioneers of the
sixties, writes Mrs. Francisca L. Spanier in the Richmond Reporter
for January 28. In this and several later issues she presents reminis-
cences of pioneer life near Cold Springs, where her father settled in
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1859. “The first fences were put up of split rails some of which
were 12 and 14 feet long logged up zig zag about 8 or 10 rails high,”
she continues. “A little later fence posts came into fashion and poles
were fastened to the posts with wooden pegs and still later nails were
used.”

Extracts from the journal of Elder Edward Ely relating to the
Rollingstone colony near Winona have been assembled by Mr. Orrin
F. Smith and published in the Winona Republican-Herald for Febru-
ary 20 and 22. The colony was established on the present site of
Minnesota City in 1852 by members of the Western Farm and Village
Association, most of whom came from the East. The settlers were
dissatisfied with the original site, however, and many of them soon
removed to Wabasha Prairie, or Winona. An account by Captain
Russell Blakeley of the “ Dr. Franklin,” the steamboat on which
many of the settlers traveled up the river from Galena, also appears
in the issue for February 22.
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