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pointed out to them by an Indian chief, they unearthed an 
old fireplace. This spot they believed to be the site of Fort 
St. Charles. It was investigated further in 1907, but in 
1908 a new expedition under the auspices of the Historical 
Society of St. Boniface, which had been organized immedi­
ately after the discoveries made in 1902, rejected the earlier 
Identification and found the exact spot where the fort had 
stood. It was on the south, or American, side of the 
inlet, not on the north. The ruins of a large fireplace were 
the first discovery. Then, on subsequent days, though the 
buildings and palisades had long since crumbled away, 
the fort took shape In the minds of the searchers. Here 
had stood the chapel, there the priest's house, over there 
the quarters of the commandant. Remains of the posts 
which enclosed the fort were found, and buried in the soil 
were discovered a pair of steel scissors, a carpenter's chisel, 
a shoe buckle, two Iron handles, several knife blades (one 
with the name "Alice D." on It), a staple for a lock, nails 
of several kinds, iron rings, beads, and other objects. 

But the most dramatic and thrilling find was made at the 
site of the chapel. There the skeletons of Jean Baptiste de 
la Verendrye and of Father Aulneau and the skulls of the 
massacred voyageurs were found. In all, nineteen skulls 
and five skeletons were uncovered, two of the latter clearly 
those of Jean Baptiste and the Jesuit father, for the two 
had been placed together In a wooden box and bore evi­
dence of wounds and with them was found confirmatory 
evidence — two keys, another bunch of five keys, a piece of 
gilt glass, beads such as belong to a rosary, the hook for a 
priest's cassock, a shoe buckle, a hunting knife, an awl, and a 
few other objects. It Is chastening to be obliged to add 
that all the material found by the excavators at Fort St. 
Charles was stored in the old St. Boniface College and lost 
or destroyed when that building was swept by a devastating 
fire fifteen years ago. A few bones were Indeed found after 
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the fire, but even these could not certainly be identified with 
the reHcs from Fort St. Charles, for nine students and one 
Jesuit father were burned to death in the fire. Fortunately, 
however, the finds were recorded In pictures before this 
disaster occurred, and these pictures, together with a sketch 
plan of the fort drawn by the Reverend Father Blain, S. J., 
are reproduced In a valuable bulletin issued by the Historical 
Society of St. Boniface, supplementing a full report upon the 
excavation. 

Such, In broad outline, is the story of the old French post 
at the Northwest Angle. Fort St. Charles constitutes a 
significant and dramatic chapter not only in the history of 
Minnesota but In that of the entire American and Canadian 
Northwest, and the post commander Is a major figure In the 
epic of the continent as the discoverer of the vast interior 
Northwest. It Is time for American Interest—local, state, 
and national, perhaps with Canadian co-operation — to 
express Itself through the erection of a permanent historical 
marker on the site, supplementing the wooden cross very 
appropriately placed there by the emissaries of the Histor­
ical Society of St. Boniface. The area of the site should be 
re-excavated with a view to acquiring additional detailed 
information and to building at some future time a replica 
of the original fort. The fathers of the Catholic church 
have done a pioneer service to history In making known and 
acquiring the site. I believe that either the United States 
or the state of Minnesota, in co-operation with local his­
torical interests, should reserve this spot and an adjacent 
area for posterity as a permanent park set aside by virtue 
of Its international historical importance. To the central 
interest of the old French fort Is added that of the inter­
national boundary and of the water route Itself, strategic in 
the days of the fur trade and In the more modern period of 
the Dawson land-and-water road from Fort Garry to Port 
Arthur. Nor must we neglect the scenic and recreational 
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point of view. The region is in fact a natural park, for 
Fort St. Charles stood by the waters of a majestic Interna­
tional lake, studded with picturesque Islands, Its waters 
teeming with pike, whitefish, and the royal muskellunge. Its 
irregular shores entrancing in their wild beauty. The 
primeval northern charm of the Lake of the Woods appeals 
today to Americans and Canadians as, long years ago, it 
stirred the sons of New France, whose chansons floated 
across its waves. 
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