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collection were described by Mrs . Harriet Weeks, and Mr . Arthur 
Foster told of other materials preserved by the society. 

Since its organization in 1916 the Blue Earth County Historical 
Society " has achieved a collection of early newspaper files, records 
and objects in use during pioneer days, which is equalled by few county 
collections in this state,** according to the writer of an article in the 
Mankato Free Press for April 5. Much of the credit for assembling 
and arranging the museum displays that are open to the public each 
afternoon in the Mankato Public Library is given to Mr . C. A. 
Nachbar. 

The museum collection of the Chippewa County Historical Society, 
including about five hundred items, was formally opened to the public 
on May 14, 15, and 16, after being arranged for display in the Win­
dom Building at Montevideo. Among the objects exhibited are pic­
tures, farm implements, maps, kitchen utensils, china and glassware, 
books, manuscripts, and many other articles illustrative of early living 
conditions in the county. 

The need for a Chisago County historical society is stressed by the 
writer of an editorial in the Chisago County Press of Lindstrom for 
June 3. Such an organization, according to the editorial, is "sadly 
needed.** It calls attention to the fact that there is a " wealth of his­
torical material in this section of the state to make such a move 
worthwhile and to supply plenty of interesting fuel *' for a local 
society. 

Miss Ella Hawkinson was re-elected president of the Clay County 
Historical Society at a meeting held at Moorhead on May 15. Mr. 
Carl A. Johnson was named vice president, Mrs . Edna Rice, secretary, 
and Mr . S. G. Bridges, treasurer. M r . James Dahl of Glyndon 
spoke on the history of the Red River Valley, and President R. B. 
MacLean of the Moorhead State Teachers College discussed local 
museum projects. 

More than six hundred objects of local historical interest assem­
bled over a period of two years by the Business and Professional 
Women's Club of Rochester were presented to the Olmsted County 
Historical Society at a dinner held at Rochester on April 26. The 
collection will form the nucleus for a museum display that will be 
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arranged by the society in the new Hbrary building at Rochester. 
The principal address was presented by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, 
superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, who took as his 
subject " Some Materials for Olmsted County History." Other 
speakers included M r . Burt W . Eaton, president of the Olmsted 
County Historical Society, who accepted the collection on behalf of 
the society, and M r . H . C. Theopold, director of the local W P A 
museum project. Some of the articles presented to the historical so­
ciety were displayed at the dinner. 

About four hundred people attended the summer meeting of the 
Otter Tai l County Historical Society, which was held at the county 
fair grounds on June 27. Among the speakers were the Reverend T . 
Tjornhom, who gave a reminiscent talk on pioneer experiences in 
Fergus Falls, and F . J . A. Larson, who described pioneer life in Amor 
Township. Mr . Larson's paper appears in full in the Fergus Falls 
Daily Journal for June 28. A column of " Historical Society Notes ** 
signed by the secretary, E. T . Barnard, appears from time to time in 
the Journal. In the issue for May 27, for example, he tells of recent 
accessions, of visitors to the local museum, and of plans for the sum­
mer meeting. 

In honor of Professor C. A. Duniway, who retired after serving 
for thirteen years as president of the Rice County Historical Society, 
the organization held a dinner meeting at Northfield on May 11. A 
resolution expressing the society's appreciation of Dr. Duniway's 
untiring efforts on its behalf was introduced by the Reverend F . F . 
Kramer of Faribault and was unanimously adopted. Professor Agnes 
M . Larson of St. Olaf College reviewed the early history of North-
field, and Mrs . Joe Gannon of Northfield spoke on " The Develop­
ment of Musical Organizations *' in the same community. The latter 
address appears in full in the Northfield Independent for May 13. 

A scrapbook containing newspaper clippings of the proceedings of 
the city council of Faribault from April 9, 1872, to June 25, 1877, is 
a recent addition to the collection of the Rice County Historical So­
ciety. The book, which is believed to have been compiled by H. P . 
Sime, was found in an old barn in Faribault. 

The Roseau County Historical Society's extensive museum collec­
tion has been attractively arranged in quarters in the new municipal 
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building at Roseau by the curator, M r . P . O . Fryklund. The museum 
was opened to the public on June 19 in connection with the celebra­
tion commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of white settlement in the 
county (see ante, p. 274) . 

Rooms in the new municipal building at St. Cloud have been placed 
at the disposal of the Stearns County Historical Society for the dis­
play of its museum collection. The exhibits have been arranged under 
the direction of Mrs . H . L. Kaufman and Miss Marjorie Carter, 
according to an announcement in the St. Cloud Daily Times for April 
9. An appeal for objects illustrative of pioneer Hfe in Stearns County 
for the museum collection appears in the same paper. 

The museum of the Swift County Historical Society has been re­
arranged in a room specially prepared for its use by workers employed 
in a W P A project in the courthouse at Benson. The museum was 
officially opened to the public on March 30. 

The story of the railroads of Washington County was reviewed by 
E. J . McCollum at a meeting of the Washington County Historical 
Society held at Stillwater on May 17. His paper is outlined in the 
Stillwater Gazette for May 20. 

Mr . W . A. Stickley was elected to the presidency of the White 
Bear Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held at 
White Bear Lake on May 24. Other officers named at the same 
meeting are Mrs . Nellie Fulton, vice president, F. D . Mehlhorn, 
secretary, and William Luedke, treasurer. 

An appeal for objects, manuscripts, and other items of significance 
for a study of county history was pubHshed in the Gazette-Telegram 
of Breckenridge for April 22 for the Wilkin County Historical So­
ciety. An account of the work accomplished by the society in co­
operation with the local W P A appears in the issue of the same paper 
for June 17. 

The Yellow Medicine County Historical Society, which was 
organized at Clarkfield on May 8, is the latest addition to the list of 
local historical organizations in Minnesota. At the organization 
meeting the following officers were elected: Thomas Reinertson of 
Canby, president; Herbert Wilson of Hazel Run, vice president; Jay 
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L. Putnam of Granite Falls, secretary; and Fred Gillingham of 
Granite Falls, treasurer. T h e new society held its first regular meet­
ing at Clarkfield on June 7. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Eight of the ten sections included in the fiftieth anniversary edition 
of the Mankato Free Press, issued on April 5, are crammed with 
articles and pictures relating to the history of Mankato and Blue 
Earth County. The event commemorated is the paper's first appear­
ance as a daily on April 4, 1887. Much of the material in the first 
two sections relates to the history of the Free Press, which vsras estab­
lished under its present name by General James H . Baker in 1880 — 
the " product of a merger of the Mankato Union and the Mankato 
Record." The origins of these earlier papers are traced back to the 
fifties. Sketches of editors and publishers of the past and present and 
an account of the building occupied by the Free Press also are pre­
sented. Scores of articles about special phases of local historical 
development appear in the sections that follow. Beginning with the 
selection of the site by Parsons K. Johnson in 1852, the early history 
of Mankato is presented in narrative form; it is the subject also of a 
chronological outline giving events in the city's history from 1850 to 
1870. Transportation and communication in the Mankato area are 
described in articles on early roads and trails, steamboating on the 
Minnesota River, the development of railroads after 1868, when 
the Minnesota Valley road reached the city, and the organization 
of the local telephone company. Detailed accounts of early churches 
and schools are included, the beginning ol the city's park system is 
described, and the exploits of the local military units of the fifties and 
sixties are set forth. Amusements enjoyed by the pioneers of the fif­
ties and the social life of the eighties as it is reflected in a column of 
" Home Jottings " in the Free Press are the subjects of articles. The 
history of the Blue Earth County Fair is traced back to 1859, when 
a county argicultural society was organized at Garden City. Scores 
of illustrations, some of which are of unusual interest and value, ap­
pear in the issue. 

Judge Hiram S. Goff of Mankato recalls events connected with 
his boyhood at Mapleton half a century ago in a reminiscent narra­
tive the first installment ol which appears in the Blue Earth County 
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Enterprise of Mapleton for April 23. The same paper publishes a 
review of the history of Beauford Township by Sumner J. Getty, 
beginning with the issue of June 11. 

Recollections of life in Carlton County in the eighties are present­
ed by James Dunphy in a series of articles, the first of which appears 
in the Carlton County Vidette for June 10. Lumbering activities, 
farming methods, and early transportation in the region are among 
the subjects touched upon. A reminiscent account of pioneer life in 
the same county is contributed to the Barnum Herald for June 24 by 
John Manni, who includes some interesting and unusual comments 
about medical and veterinary practices among the Finnish pioneers. 

The people of New Germany commemorated the golden jubilee of 
this Carver County village on June 26 and 27. Many interesting 
items about the history of the village, which was established after a 
branch of the Great Northern Railroad was completed between 
Excelsior and Hutchinson, appear in the special edition of the New 
Germany Messenger issued on June 19. The founding of the town 
and the beginning of business activity there, the coming of the railroad, 
the establishment of a post office in 1900, the organization of a fire 
department, and the platting of the village are among the subjects of 
articles. A chronology of events for each year from 1890 to 1936 
also is included. 

Of unusual interest and value is a reminiscent narrative by Theo­
dore F . Koch which appears in the " Old Settler's Issue ** of the Clara 
City Herald, published on June 25 to mark the fiftieth anniversary of 
the founding of the community. He relates that " about the middle 
of September, 1884, Martin W . Prins of the firm of Prins and Zwan-
nenburg of Amsterdam, Holland, and I, a partner of the firm of Koch 
& Company of Gronengin, Holland, arrived in Olivia, Minnesota, as 
guests of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company.*' 
They came to buy land, and as a result of this visit they purchased 
" 34,000 acres of virgin prairie. In the next few years, the firm of 
Prins & Koch made additional purchases bringing the total of land 
owned and controlled to over one hundred thousand acres in Renville, 
Kandiyohi, and Chippewa counties, Minnesota. This land was sold 
to actual settlers on long time and easy terms at from seven to ten 
dollars an acre." From an office in Chicago, the Dutch promoters 
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encouraged settlers to buy their lands. M r . Koch teUs how, on some 
of the Chippewa County lands, Clara City, which was named for his 
wife, was platted in 1887. Among other reminiscent accounts in the 
issue are those by Mrs . Koch and by A. J . Prins, who left Holland in 
1890 to take charge of the Prins and Koch elevator at Clara City. 
A general account of the early settlement of the district also appears 
in the Herald. 

A history of the " Lac qui Parle Indian Mission " by John J. Oyen 
appears in installments in the Watson Voice from April 22 to July 1. 
In the earHer articles, the author tells something of the fur trade in 
the upper Minnesota Valley and describes the activities of Joseph Ren­
ville. By using early township plats, Mr . Oyen is able to trace the 
course of roads and trails used by fur traders and missionaries in the 
Lac qui Parle country, and he has drawn from county archives and 
interviews with pioneers many other interesting bits of information 
about the early history of western Chippewa County. In his con­
cluding installments he describes the centennial programs held on the 
mission site in the summer of 1935 (see ante, 16 :302) . 

The growth and development of a south Minneapolis settlement 
house is traced in a recently published booklet entitled A History of 
Pillsbury House (16 p . ) . The story of the settlement is traced back 
to 1879, when the Plymouth Congregational Church opened a " News­
boys' Sunday School . . . in an old building on Second Street and 
Third Avenue South." In the following year a kindergarten was 
opened in the same building. A settlement house with a resident 
worker was organized in 1897 and in 1905 this became known as 
Pillsbury House. 

The first installment of a history of Hubbard County by J . H . 
Nixon appears in the Hubbard County Herald-Tribune of Akeley for 
June 24. The writer settled in the region in 1896 and much of his 
narrative is based upon personal reminiscences. 

Grand Rapids as it appeared in 1891 when W . J. Green arrived 
there is described in detail in the first installment of his " Reminis­
cences,*' which appears in the Itasca County Independent of Grand 
Rapids for May 7. At that time, according to Mr . Green, who now 
lives in Toronto, the two hundred inhabitants of the village and the 
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lumberjacks who went there to spend their earnings had at their dis­
posal about twenty saloons. 

A Minnesota community that is only twenty years old, Suomi in 
Itasca County, was the scene of an anniversary celebration on June 20. 
In connection with the commemoration, pupils in the local school were 
asked to write histories of the settlement. T h a t prepared by Ruth 
Salo, a twelve-year-old pupil in the eighth grade, was judged the best 
of those submitted. It is published in the Grand Rapids Herald-
Review for June 16. 

The first of a series of articles entitled " W h e n Kenabec County 
Was Young ** is contributed by S. B. Molander to the Kanabec County 
Progressive of Mora for April 15. The estabHshment of the county 
in 1858, the beginning of settlement, county organization, early com­
munities, early agriculture, steamboating on the St. Croix, and many 
other subjects are touched upon. Included also are historical sketches 
of individual communities, such as Brunswick, Groundhouse City, 
and Mora. 

An Early History of Lincoln County compiled by A. E. Tasker 
consists for the most part of materials reprinted from other county 
histories and from newspapers (Lake Benton, 1936. 352 p . ) . Spe­
cial sections are devoted to narratives of pioneers, to the churches, 
schools, and villages of the county, to newspapers, and to biographical 
sketches of early settlers. Histories of only two townships — Han-
sonville and Hendricks — are included; brief statements about the 
others are grouped in a section headed " Organization of Townships." 
A useful " Roster of County Officials " is included, and an account of 
" County Extension Work and the 4 H Club *' is contributed by the 
assistant county agent, Lawrence Biever. 

The organization of the Elm Creek Cemetery Association in Mar­
tin County on June 24, 1872, is described in the Sherburn Advance-
Standard for June 17. Papers relating to this early association were 
found in the possession of one of its officers, M r . M . Clementson, and 
in the office of the register of deeds at Fairmont. 

Mrs . S. C. Pew has drawn upon the records of the Women's Chris­
tian Temperance Union of Fairmont for a history of the organization. 
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which appears in four installments in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel 
from May 17 to 24. T h e writer teUs of the founding of the organi­
zation in Fairmont in 1879, of the meeting of the national union 
there in 1915, and of various local activities. 

The changes in the methods of planting and harvesting corn that 
have been observed by Mr . Timothy Rowley in his long career as a 
Martin County farmer were described by him at a meeting of the 
Fairmont Kiwanis Club in May. Mr . Rowley has resided in East 
Chain Township since 1859, according to the Fairmont Daily Senti­
nel for May 19, which includes an interesting survey of his talk. 

T h e days when " farmers had to wait in line for many hours be­
fore unloading at the various hay barns ** of Worthington are recalled 
in the Worthington Globe for May 13. In the early nineties the 
town was known as a shipping point for hay, according to this account. 
" In'1891 there was shipped from Worthington nearly 2,000 carloads, 
in 1892, 2,400 cars, and in 1893, 3,000 cars." 

"A Red River Valley Water MiH *' built in 1889 on the Wild 
Rice River near Perley and still in operation is described by Alma E. 
Riggle in the Northwestern Miller for June 9. A picture of the 
mill, which is said to be the " only flour mill in the Red River Valley 
turned by water power," accompanies the article. 

Tha t the first regular mail service in Stewartville made use of a 
carrier who also " brought flour, sugar, and groceries and did shopping 
for the early settlers " at Preston is revealed by C. A. Duncanson in a 
history of the local post office, which appears in the Stewartville Star 
for May 13. From the appointment of the first postmaster in 1856 
to the present, the history of the Stewartville post office is briefly traced 
by the writer. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation of East Grand Forks 
as a city is commemorated in a special edition of the Weekly Record, 
a local newspaper, for June 11. The story of the first white settler, 
William C. Nash, who erected a log cabin at the mouth of the Red 
Lake River in 1869 and who became a leader in the community that 
grew up around him, is told in some detail. A picture of his cabin 
accompanies the article. Another article of historical interest in the 
Record deals with fords, ferries, pontoons, and bridges, by which the 
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crossing of the streams that form the Grand Forks has been accom­
plished. 

School buildings erected at Glenwood from 1869 to the present 
are described in the Glenwood Herald for May 27. Information 
about the sites, size, method of construction, cost, and the like is in­
cluded. 

T h e history of Morristown in Rice County was reviewed in a 
pageant presented in connection with an old settlers* celebration on 
May 29 and 30. The history of the village, which dates back to 
1855, and the story of the pageant are outlined in the Faribault Daily 
News for June 1. 

Some experiences of Fred Faribault and members of his family, all 
pioneer residents of the city of Faribault, are recounted by Bruce 
Smith in a narrative which appears in the Faribault Daily News for 
June 17. The author, a local high-school student, received first place 
for this essay in a contest sponsored by the Charter Oak chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

The first installment of an article dealing with the early history of 
Redwood Falls, by Minnie M . Lee Knudson, appears in the Redwood 
Gazette for May 27. She tells of the experiences of the settlers in 
the Sioux War , of the building of a stockade on the site by Colonel 
Samuel McPhail, of his promotion of the settlement, of early schools, 
business establishments, and the like. Her paper was prepared for 
presentation before a local women*s club. 

Business and social activities at Dundas in the eighties are recalled 
by Ivan Ringstad, who went there to live with his parents iii 1883, 
in the Northfield Independent for April 29. " Everything in Dundas 
centered around the Archibalds and the Archibald mill," he writes. 
At the mill, " 'Mr . E . T . ' inspected the wheat, tested the flour, 'Mr. 
Cyril* looked after the finances, my father saw that the accounts were 
kept balanced, and carload after carload rolled away for all points 
East and abroad." On more than one occasion, according to Mr. 
Ringstad, E. T . Archibald " drove up to our home and asked my 
mother to drop everything and bake him a batch of bread, in order to 
confirm his tests." 
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" T h e Iron and Steel Industry of Duluth : A Study in Locational 
Maladjustment" is the title of an article by Langdon White and 
George Primmer which appears in the Geographical Review for Janu­
ary. The authors relate that " Duluth's first iron foundry was estab­
lished in 1870 for the manufacture of railway cars," and that in the 
decade that followed several blast furnaces were built. Despite many 
factors that should point toward success, the great plant built at Du­
luth in 1915 by the United States Steel Corporation is today a " negli­
gible producer and a keen disappointment." " Duluth's iron and steel 
industry has not grown and prospered " because the district is too re­
mote from the great markets, according to the authors. 

Under the title " Louisville, Minn., Once Flourishing Town, Now 
Just Grazing Land and Oats Field,*' Adolf C. Regli tells the story of 
a ghost town of the Minnesota Valley in the Minneapolis Journal for 
June 6. He deals chiefly with the activities at Louisville of H. H . 
Spencer, who promoted the townsite in the early fifties. Pictures of 
the Spencer house, which is still standing on its original site, accom­
pany the article. 

With an account of the season of 1908, Leo H . Ruehle opens a 
series of articles on " Baseball in St. Cloud in Former Years " in the 
St. Cloud Daily Times and J ournal-Press for April 6. 

The discovery that " O l d Ordinances Record Many Interesting 
Bits of History " was made by the writer of an article which appears 
in the Owatonna Journal-Chronicle for April 8. From an early 
ordinance book among the city archives of Owatonna he learned, for 
example, that " driving on Bridge or Bridge streets faster than a 
walk" was prohibited as early as 1869, that domestic animals were 
not allowed to run at large in the city after 1886, and that quarantine 
regulations for contagious diseases were put in force in 1889. 

The sixtieth anniversary of the founding of Clarissa and the 
fortieth anniversary of its incorporation as a village were the occasions 
for a community celebration there on June 19 and 20. Among the 
speakers were Mr . O . B. DeLaurier, who reviewed the history of the 
community; M r . A. H . Hendrickson, who recalled some events con­
nected with the founding of the village; and Mrs . F. B. Nutting, a 
pioneer who traveled from Faribault to Todd County in a covered 
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wagon in 1882. Brief interviews with pioneers conducted by Mr. 
George A. Etzell were a feature of the first day*s program. 

The village of Minneiska is the subject of a historical narrative by 
John Husser which appears in installments in the Wabasha County 
Herald-Standard of Wabasha from May 13 to June 3. According to 
the author the first settlers, who arrived in 1851, selected the site be­
cause they considered it a good place from which to sell cordwood to 
passing steamboats. 

The fortieth anniversary of the beginning of public telephone serv­
ice at Lake City is the occasion for the publication of a history of the 
local telephone company in the Lake City Graphic for May 13. The 
company was organized by G. M . Dwelle in the spring of 1897 and 
the thirty original subscribers were first given service on May 15 of 
that year. 

A receipt signed by L. S. Judd and dated at " Marine Town 
March 30th 1837 ** is offered as evidence that the present year marks 
the centennial ol the village on the St. Croix in a feature article by 
Jack Keefe which appears in the Minneapolis Tribune for May 9. 
The document was found by Mrs . Laura Pengilly in the attic of her 
home, which was formerly owned by Orange Walker, a local lumber 
magnate. Mr . Keefe outlines briefly the story of the founding and 
development of the lumber town of Marine, and reveals that its cen­
tennial celebration actually is planned for June, 1938. 

Plans for the construction of a model lumber camp which will serve 
as a museum for the preservation and exhibition of objects connected 
with the history of the lumber industry are being formulated at Still­
water. Mr . Reuben Granquist has been named chairman of a com­
mittee to raise funds for the project. 

A pictorial history of the logging industry in the St. Croix Valley 
is to be lound in a collection of 435 photographs which has been pre­
sented to the Stillwater Public Library by Mr . John Runk. 

Many interesting bits of information about the extent of the 
jewelry business established at Winona in 1862 by Stephen W . Mor­
gan and about the expenses incurred by the owner are to be found in 
his early ledgers, still in the files of the firm that he established, ac-
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cording to an article in the Winona Republican-Herald for May 8. 
Among the entries, for example, is an inventory of the stock with 
which Morgan opened business in Winona. He reveals, too, that he 
repaired watches for some of the city's prominent pioneers, that he 
began to advertise in the local papers in 1863, and that he paid two 
dollars a week for board. 

T h e history of CoUinwood Township in Wright County is the 
subject of an article by Frank B. Lamson which appears in the Cokato 
Enterprise for April 1. He relates that a town that was platted on 
the shore of Lake CoUinwood failed to develop. A picture of this 
community in 1868 accompanies the article. 
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