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About seventy-five members of the Cook County and Thunder Bay
historical societies assembled at Grand Portage for a joint meeting on
September 19. Mr. Ralph D. Brown described the recent discoveries
on the site of the Northwest Company post and guided the visitors
over the area under excavation.

A program of talks and addresses was presented at the seventh an-
nual picnic of the Crow Wing County Historical Society, which was
held at Round Lake on July 11, Among the speakers were Mr.
John Morrison of Onigum, who displayed and explained a collection
of objects used by a member of the grand medicine lodge of the Chip-
pewa; and Captain E. B. Miller, who reviewed the story of Fort
Ripley.

At a meeting of the Koochiching County Historical Society held
at Big Falls on August 11, Mr. V. T. Byman told of his activities in
excavating Indian mounds in northern Minnesota and displayed some
of the objects found in mounds. Special attention was given to an
unusually large mound at Laurel, and plans for marking the site of
this mound were made.

“ Highways and History” was the subject of a paper presented
by Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minne-
sota Historical Society, at the summer meeting of the Marshall
County Historical Society, which was held near Stephen on Septem-
ber 19. More than two thousand people attended. Mrs. H. I.
Yetter spoke on early days at Stephen, and Mr. P. A. McClernan of
Grand Forks reviewed the story of the fur trade in the Red River
Valley. Mr. Babcock’s paper appears in two installments in the
W arren Sheaf for September 22 and 29.

Residents of Martin County who have lived in log cabins or sod
houses were honored at a2 meeting of the Martin County Historical
Society held at Truman on August 29. Sketches of pioneers and de-
scriptions of their early homes appear in the issues of the Fairmont
Daily Sentinel from August 3 to 28. Many of the accounts are il-
lustrated with excellent pictures of crude frontier houses. A preten-
tious home built at Fairmont by Percy Wolleston in 1876 is described
in the issue for August 7. A list of “ 168 log cabiners” appears in
the Sentinel for August 28. Among the speakers participating in the
program at T'ruman, which was heard by more than three thousand
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people, were Mrs. Liva Dodge, who reviewed the history of the vil-
lage, and Mrs. Nora Conklin, who outlined the story of Nashville
Township. Their papers appear in the issues of the Truman Tribune
for September 2 and 9.  An account of pioneer experiences in West-
ford Township, presented by Norman T. True, appears in the Fair-
mont Daily Sentinel for August 30.

At a meeting of the Nobles County Historical Society held at
Worthington on August 15, the following officers were elected: C. R.
Saxon of Indian Lake, vice president; Julia Hyland of Worthington,
secretary ; and Frank Morgan of Worthington, treasurer. Mr. A. L.
Wells of Brewster continues to serve as president.

A number of letters written by Mr. Vernon A. Wright while on
a surveying trip in western Minnesota in the summer of 1881 have
been presented by Mr. Elmer E, Adams to the Otter Tail County
Historical Society, according to an announcement in the Fergus Falls
Daily Journal for September 21. Extracts from the letters are in-
cluded in the report, which was prepared by E. T. Barnard, curator
of the society’s museum.

M. Avery F. Haney was elected president of the Pipestone County
Historical Society at a meeting held at Pipestone on September 6.
Other officers elected at the same meeting were J. W. Pierce, secre-
tary, J. E. Morgan, treasurer, and Marion Farmer, historian. Among
the speakers participating in the program were Senator J. V. Weber
of Slayton and C. J. Crowley.

At a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society held at
Hermantown on July 29, ““Recollections of the Swan Lake Road
and Other Roads” were presented by T. H. Merritt, “ Minnesota
State and Minnesota Arrowhead Guides” were described by Fern
Brooks, “ Nationalities in St. Louis County ” were discussed by Vaino
Konga, and the “ Hinterland of Duluth” was described by William

E. Culkin.
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A Norwegian colony in Blue Earth County that had its origin in
1856 when two families from Keokuk, Iowa, settled on the shores of
Jackson Lake is the subject of an interesting historical sketch in the
Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for August 13. The
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three Lutheran church congregations that were established as time
went on to serve the needs of the growing settlement are the chief
concern of the writer. He relates that in the early sixties the Rev-
erend B. J. Muus visited the colony as a missionary and supplied the
settlers with a congregational constitution, which was adopted in
May, 1862, when the Jackson Lake Lutheran Church was organized.

The New Ulm Battery, which was organized after the Sioux Out-
break of 1862 by a group of citizens who “resolved never to be
caught again unprotected,” is the subject of an article by Mayor Al-
bert D. Flor of New Ulm in the New Ulm Review for July 29,
The forty-two charter members of the battery and those who have
served as its officers from 1862 to the present are named. Some addi-
tional information about the battery appears in the Review for August
23. A sketch of Christian Prignitz, the surveyor who drew the plat
of New Ulm in 1858 and whose plan is responsible for many of the
city’s present features, appears in the Review for September 2.

The sixty-fifth anniversary of the founding of Norwood is the
occasion for the publication of an article on its early history by Ernest
Meyer in the Norwood Times for July 2. A local business firm es-
tablished by August Hartelt as 2 blacksmith shop in 1872 is the sub-
ject of another article in the T'imes.

‘That the Chippewa County Fair had its origin in 1898, when
“some 20 acres of land was purchased and the Chippewa County
Driving Park and Fair association was formally launched,” is re-
vealed by Carl G. Engstrom, secretary of the present fair, in the
Montevideo American for September 10. He asserts that the early
fairs were little more than driving meets arranged by members of the
Montevideo driving club. After a few years corn and grain were
displayed, and in 1907 a grandstand was built.

An incomplete file for the years 1871 to 1874 of a handwritten
paper issued at Montevideo and known as the Valley Ventilator
forms the basis for a series of articles which appear in the Montevideo
News from July 30 to September 24. In addition to literary con-
tributions, the paper included local news notes on such subjects as
roads, ferries, mail service, bridges, current prices, social activities,
and the lyceum, and it gave enthusiastic support to the temperance
movement,
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The story of 4-H Club work in Clearwater County since the or-
ganization of the first clubs in 1922 is reviewed in the Farmers In-
dependent of Bagley for August 19. In the same issue appear several
articles about agricultural fairs in the county. The premium lists
issued each year since 1907 by the Clearwater County Agricultural
Society are described, and the history of the organization is outlined.
The latter narrative is based upon the minutes of the society, which
begin with the first annual meeting, held on February 15, 1907.

"The issue of the Brainerd Tribune for September 9 is a sixty-fifth
anniversary number, commemorating the establishment of the paper
by Morris C. Russell on February 10, 1872. A survey of the history
of the paper reveals that the first issue was ““ printed at the St. Cloud
Journal office, and expressed to Brainerd where it was eagerly re-
ceived by a crowd of men who met the stage. . . . Its three hundred
copies were sold immediately.”

Some photographs of “Old Mills of Southern Minnesota” are
reproduced with a brief note about Mr. O. C. F. Sorenson, the miller
who operated them, in the Northwestern Miller for August 4. One
picture shows a windmill sixty feet in diameter that was used at
Claremont in the early seventies; the others are interior and exterior
views of a mill at Rockton which was built in 1869 and operated
until 1894. “ Some of the stone buhrs from Rockton are still used ”
in a mill later established by Mr. Sorenson at Kasson.

A brief history of the 4lexandria Citizen-N ews appears in its issue
for September 23, which marks the seventieth anniversary of the
founding of the paper. Its origin is traced to the first Douglas
County newspaper, the 4lexandria Post, which was established by
William E. Hicks in 1868.

The history of the Preston band is traced back to the early nineties
in an article published in the Preston Republican for August 19. The
directors of the organization are named and the methods by which it
has been financed are described.

A log cabin built by Ole Gulbrandson near Gordonsville in 1853
is described as the ““ first human habitation erected by a white man in
Freeborn County” in the Glenville Progress for September 30. A
picture of the structure, which now stands on the fair grounds at Al-
bert Lea, accompanies the article.
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The part played in community life by the Red Wing Fire Depart-
ment during eighty years is described by C. A. Rasmussen in the
Red Wing Daily Republican for July 28. The author records that
the *“ Protection Hook and Ladder company organized in 1857 was
the first Red Wing fire department, and that its equipment consisted
“only of a few ladders and buckets carried on a wagon of crude con-
struction.” In the seventies, writes Mr. Rasmussen, *“ it was consid-
ered a special distinction” to be a member of the fire department.
“The organization was prominent in a social way and powerful in
city politics.”

That “ Franklin Steele’s Arrival 100 Years Ago Started Events
Leading to Founding of City” of Minneapolis is the theme of an
article by B. W. Phillips which appears in the Minneapolis Journal
for August 15. Steele is described as the ‘ true founder of Minne-
apolis, its pioneer builder, and for many years its leading citizen”
and the ““ state’s first ‘big business ' man.” His business activities are
emphasized throughout the article— his services as sutler at Fort
Snelling, his milling activities on the St. Croix and at the Falls of
St. Anthony, his pioneer staking of a claim at the falls, his building of
a suspension bridge across the Mississippi, and his ownership of huge
tracts of Minnesota lands. A view of St. Anthony in 1851 and a
picture of the sutler’s store at Fort Snelling are among the illustra-
tions that accompany the article.

Some ‘‘ Reminiscences of the Minneapolis Mill Explosion of 1878,”
as told by James Pye to Charles H. Briggs, appear in the Northwest-
ern Miller for September 22 under the title “ The Message of a
Ghost that Exploded.” Mr. Pye, who was a student at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota when the explosion occurred, made a special study
of its causes, and he designed the machinery for some of the mills that
were rebuilt.

The history of the Metropolitan Theater of Minneapolis, which
was demolished recently, is the subject of a series of feature articles by
Earl N. Pomeroy, the first of which appears in the Minneapolis
Tribune for September 5. Among the subjects touched upon are the
building of the theater in 1893, the opening performance in March,
1894, some of the stars of the past who appeared on the Metropolitan
stage, plays that were popular in the middle nineties, and some early
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operatic performances. Each article is elaborately illustrated, and

additional pictorial records of the Minneapolis theater appear in the
rotogravure sections.

Installments of a history of Akeley, Badoura, and White Qak
townships in the eastern part of Hubbard County are contributed by
J. H. Nixon to the Hubbard County Herald Tribune of Akeley for
June 24, and July 1, 8, and 22. The writer, who ‘ first saw this
part of the county in May, 1896, and has been intimately connected
with the development of this section ever since,” passes rapidly over
the period of exploration to deal with the development of lumbering,
the beginnings of settlement, the building of roads, the establishment
of schools, and the like. The early history of the village of Akeley
also receives some attention.

The forgotten railroad village of Caroline on the old Winona and
St. Peter Railroad between Mankato and Kasota is the subject of an
article in the Mankato Free Press for July 10. The recent removal
of the railroad tracks and of the signal tower — the last indications of
the village site— are noted. A picture of the tower accompanies the
article.

A brief historical sketch of the Icelandic Lutheran congregations in
Lyon and Lincoln counties in the vicinity of Minneota appears in the
Minneota Mascot for August 27. The writer, the Reverend G.
Guttormsson, asserts that the Icelandic settlers in the neighborhood
“began to work toward organizing a parish in the fall of 1878, just
three years after the first of them had taken his homestead in Lyon
county.” The first services were held in 1879 and the first per-
manent pastor took charge of the parish in 1887. Early religious
influences and experiences at Westerheim are recalled by Mrs. J. A.
Josefson in the same issue of the Mascot.

A History of Lester Prairie and Community by Emil C. Ernst and
Gerald Litschke has been published by the Lester Prairie News in
commemoration of the golden jubilee of the village, which was cele-
brated on July 17 and 18 (1937. 73 p.). Although the village was
not platted until 1886, settlement began on the site as early as 1856.
The authors relate that the first settlers were Mr. and Mrs. John
Lester, for whom the village is named. They present brief accounts
also of the arrival in the vicinity in the late fifties of groups of Ger-
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man Protestant, German Catholic, Norwegian, French, and Austrian
settlers. The building of railroads, the incorporation of the village,
the establishment of schools and churches, the development of agricul-
ture and industries, the building of roads, and many other subjects are
touched upon.

A brief history of the village of White Earth on the White Earth
Indian reservation appears in the Mahnomen Pioneer for August 20.
The building of schools, churches, a government blacksmith and car-
penter shop, a store, hotels, and other structures after the Indians
were removed from Gull Lake in 1868 and the later development of
the community are described.

The history of the Middle River Co-operative Creamery, which
was established in 1907, is reviewed by its secretary, E. W. Evans,
in the Marshall County Star of Warren for July 1. Some of the
background of the Marshall County community and a brief account
of its settlement in the eighties and nineties are given, and the estab-
lishment of co-operative creameries in neighboring towns, such as
Thief River Falls, is noted.

A history of the Austin Floral Club, presented at a recent meeting
of the organization by Mrs. J. E. Detwiler, is published in full in the
Austin Daily Herald for September 18. She revealed that the club
was organized in 1869 by a group of pioneer women who wished to
study floriculture, beautify their home community, and establish a
circulating library. Before the end of the year, the library was
opened with 225 volumes on its shelves. The club supported and
maintained the Austin library until it was taken over by a Carnegie
library early in the present century. The Austin Floral Club is said
to be the “ oldest women’s club in the state, and one of the oldest in
the United States.”

Bits of news gleaned from early newspaper files are used as points
of departure for descriptions of events in the history of Austin which
occupy an entire page of the Saturday issues of the Austin Daily
Herald from July 10 to September 11. The erection of new build-
ings, sports, social activities, the careers of local celebrities, the burn-
ing of the schoolhouse in 1890, and the growth of local industries are
among the subjects touched upon. The origin and development of
Austin’s chief industry, the Hormel packing plant, is featured in sev-
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eral issues. On July 10, for example, several items are included relat-
ing to the meat market opened in 1887 by George A. Hormel and
Anton Friedrich. An outline of the early history of the plant that
grew out of the partnership follows. More information about its
growth appears in the issues for August 7, 14, 21, and September 4
and 11.

A recent visit to Lake Wilson of J. W. Brangdon of Portland,
Maine, is the occasion for the publication of an article about his part
in the founding of the community in the Lake Wilson Pilot for Sep-
tember 23. The village was established in 1883 by J. E. Wilson of
Chicago, who purchased a large tract of land in the vicinity, and Mr.
Brangdon was sent to Murray County to manage the project. He
recalled that a model village was planned and built.

A store at West Newton, in Nicollet County near New Ulm,
which has been closed since the death of its owner, A. Harkin, in
1898, is described by Warren L. Hullinger in the New Ulm Daily
Journal for August 20. Not only the original building, but the stock
on the shelves and the books and other papers in the safe have been
kept intact by the present owner, Mr. Rudolph Massopust, on whose
farm the old store is located. It contains a veritable museum collec-
tion of dry goods, drugs, farm implements, and groceries available to
the customers of a country store of the nineties. Several views of the
Interior and the exterior of the store illustrate the article.

New light on the beginnings of the National Colony, which was
established in Nobles County in the early seventies, is afforded in a
letter published in the W orthington Globe for August 12. The
writer, the Reverend B. H. Crever of Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania,
visited the newly founded colony, probably in November, 1872, and
recorded his impressions for the Colony Journal, a newspaper pub-
lished at Toledo, Ohio, for the National Colony. His letter is re-
printed in the Globe from an issue of the Journal in the possession of
Mr. J. E. Moberg of Worthington. Upon arriving at Worthington,
Crever found “a hundred and fifty men busily engaged, the greater
part of whom were in the employ of the railroad company.” He
expressed the hope that the town that was being rapidly built would
“be equal to the beauty of the location.” A portrait of Crever ap-
pears with his letter.
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The value of baptismal records in the study of local history is
brought out in an article in the Brooten Review for August 19, which
calls attention to the records of a pioneer Pope County congregation
of the Norwegian Lutheran church. The earliest baptisms recorded
are those of May 7, 1865, and these are presented in the Rewview.
They give not only the names of the children baptized, but those of
their parents and of the sponsors, and they mention the owners of the
homes on Lake Johanna in which the ceremonies were conducted.
The record was kept by the Reverend Peter S. Reque, a pioneer mis-
sionary pastor.

The museum collection that is being assembled in the St. Paul
post office is described in the St. Paul Daily News for September 17.
“The museum had its inception in a remark by Postmaster General
James Farley during a visit to St. Paul,” according to this article.
“He expressed the belief that every first-class postoffice should have
some means of preserving its history.” Furniture from former post
offices, cash books, city directories, and pictures are among the items
now on display. Another special museum collection of historical in-
terest to be seen in St. Paul is the subject of an illustrated article in
the News for September 23. It consists of objects and pictures remi-
niscent of the past of the Chicago and Northwestern, or Omabha, rail-
road, which are displayed in its general offices.

A bill designating the site of the Joseph R. Brown home in Ren-
ville County as a state park was passed by the state legislature and
approved on July 23. An appropriation “for the purpose of recon-
structing, repairing and improving the buildings and grounds” is
included. The tract of about three acres will be known as the Joseph
R. Brown Memorial Park.

A detailed report by Edward W. Schmidt on recent excavations
of ‘“Lowland Mounds of Northfield Area’ appears in installments
in the Northfield Independent from July 1 to September 9. The
excavations were made in 1935 and 1936 under Professor Schmidt’s
direction by students receiving federal aid. An earlier description
of these mounds by the same author appears under the title “A Group
of Minnesota Lowland Mounds,” ante, 16: 306-312.

A sketch of Dr. Thomas Foster, pioneer Minnesota journalist who
established the first Duluth newspaper in 1869, appears with three
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interesting portraits in the Duluth News-Tribune for July 4. Spe-
cial attention is given to a speech delivered by Dr. Foster on July 4,
1868, in which he is said to have made the first use of the phrase,
“Zenith City of the Unsalted Seas.” Another chapter in the news-
paper history of Duluth, the establishment of the Tribune by Robert
C. Mitchell in May, 1870, is set forth in the Duluth Herald for
September 14. Mitchell is said to have removed his paper and his
equipment from Superior to Duluth on the advice of Jay Cooke.
Thus was established in Duluth the “first of the newspapers which
today are united in the Duluth Herald and News-Tribune.”

Members of St. Louis County 4-H clubs participated in a pageant
depicting episodes in the history of the county, presented at Lake
Eshquaguma on July 31. Among the scenes represented were an
Indian village, the crossing of a portage by a group of fur traders,
a log drive, and the discovery of iron ore in Minnesota.

A rare Duluth newspaper of the early eighties, the Daily Bee, is
the subject of a brief article in the Duluth News-Tribune for July 1.
Several copies of the Bee, published in 1882, recently were brought
into the office of the News-Tribune by Mr. Harold Fowler of Minne-
apolis. One issue is pictured with the article.

The opening of the Chandler mine near Ely in 1886 is recalled
by Cyrille Fortier in an interview published in the Ely Miner for
September 9. Mr. Fortier was one of a party of six who went out
from Tower to cut timber and open the mine. Early labor troubles
among miners in the vicinity of Hibbing are described in the Duluth
News-Tribune for July 11. A strike of steam shovel operators in
1907 is given special attention.

The story of the “ First Ten Years of St. John’s” abbey and uni-
versity is outlined by Aloysius Michels in the 8t. John's Quarterly
for January, 1937. The founding of the abbey in 1856 by five
monks from Pennsylvania was, according to the writer, a ““typical
Benedictine adventure, for Minnesota, at least in the St. Cloud terri-
tory, was then primeval forest, dotted here and there with a river
town and a trading place.” A description of the college established
by these monks is quoted from an account prepared by one of the
first students, Anthony Edelbrock.
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Some records of the common council of the village of Morris for
the late seventies and early eighties, recently discovered in a local
bank building, are described in the Morris Tribune for September 10.
Minutes of meetings, ordinances, and financial records are included.
Among the ordinances is one which forbids any person “to ride or
drive any horse, mule or other animal at a speed greater than six
miles per hour within the fire limits of the village.”

The recent visit to Long Prairie of William Decora, a Winne-
bago Indian who was born in 1849 while members of his tribe were
living on a reservation at that place, is recorded in the Long Prairie
Leader for September 2. An account of the movements of the Win-
nebago both before and after their residence in Minnesota and some
information about the position of Mr. Decora’s family in the tribe
are presented by Mr. O. B. DeLaurier.

A golden jubilee celebration, commemorating the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the organization of the village, was held at Wheaton on July
9 and 10. A brief review of the history of the village, in the # heat-
on Gazette for July 2, includes some information about exploration
and the fur trade in western Minnesota, about the early activities of
the village council, and about business houses of the eighties. Some
of the material presented is drawn from the minute book of the coun-

cil for 1887.

Views of lumber camps, pictures of lumberjacks, and photographs
of log jams on the St. Croix are among the illustrations appearing in
a supplement to the S8¢illwater Post-Messenger for September 23. The
booklet (12 p.) was issued to commemorate the lumberjack celebra-
tion held in Stillwater on September 23.

The origins of Wilkin County place names are explained by the
Honorable Julius Schmahl in an article published in the Gazette Tele-
gram of Breckenridge for July 22. A sketch of Colonel Alexander
Wilkin, for whom the county is named, is included.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s
express written permission. Users may print, download, or emalil
articles, however, for individual use.

To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.

1/[ www.mnhs.org/mnhistory


http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

