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a short sketch in the Minneapolis Journal for July 8. A plat of this 
town, prepared in 1852, Is in the office of the Hennepin County regis­
ter of deeds. Some ghost towns of the Minnesota Valley, particu­
larly in the vicinity of Morgan, are described by Gordon H . West 
In the Morgan Messenger for September 1. Among those noted are 
Wayburne, Rowena, Paxton, Golden Gate, Lone Tree Lake, and 
Riverside. 

Life at Randall In Morrison County In the nineties of the past 
century Is described by Thomas Pederson In an Installment of his 
" Recollections" appearing In the September Issue of the Wisconsin 
Magazine of History. There the author operated a sawmill and 
conducted a grocery business. His narrative includes a description 
of the forest fire of 1894 in central Minnesota. 

Brief historical sketches of banks established in southern and east­
ern Minnesota In the fifties and sixties of the past century have been 
appearing as advertisements in the weekly issues of the Commercial 
West since May 28. Included are accounts of the First National 
banks of Winona, Stillwater, Hastings, St. Peter, Shakopee, and 
Owatonna, and of the Root River State Bank of Chatfield. 

The excavations on the site of the Joseph R. Brown home near 
Renville and plans for Its reconstruction are the subjects of numerous 
articles in recent Issues of local newspapers, particularly those pub­
lished In Minnesota Valley communities. In July, the Sacred Heart 
News reprinted in Installments the Imaginary letters of a visitor to 
the Brown mansion in 1861, which were written by Dr. Folwell and 
first pubHshed In M I N N E S O T A HISTORY, ante, 12:111-133. "Joseph 
R. Brown's Steam Wagon " Is the subject of an article by George 
AUanson In the Henderson Independent of August 19, and in the same 
Issue appears an account of the capture of members of the Brown 
family by the Sioux In August, 1862. The first of a series of articles 
about Brown, the " Man of Many ' Firsts,' " appears In the Redwood 
Gazette for September 8. 

The seventy-sixth anniversary of the Sioux W a r was marked at a 
meeting of the Fort Ridgely State Park and Historical Association 
held at the site of the old fort on August 22. Among the speakers 
was M r . Henry N . Benson of St. Peter, who told something of the 
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early history of Traverse des Sioux, and M r . Joseph Tompkins of 
MinneapoHs, who recalled Fort Ridgely as he knew It when he was 
a boy. 

Sketches of several members of a Minneapolis milling family are 
Included In a two-volume work on the Ancestry of Charles Stinson 
Pillsbury and John Sargent Pillsbury compiled by Mary L. Holman 
(1938. xii, 1212 p . ) . Among those whose biographies appear in 
the volumes are George A. Pillsbury, who removed to Minneapolis 
in 1878, became associated with his son in the milling firm of C. A. 
Pillsbury and Company, and served as mayor of MinneapoHs; his 
brother. Governor John S. Pillsbury; his sons, Charles A. and Fred 
C. Pillsbury; and his grandsons, Charles S. and John S. Pillsbury. 

Accounts of a beech tree on Gray Cloud Island and of a white 
pine of unusual size at Cass Lake are included in a booklet on Famous 
Trees, prepared by Charles E. Ramdall and D . Priscllla Edgerton 
and Issued by the United States Department of Agriculture as num­
ber 295 of Its Miscellaneous Publications (1938. 115 p . ) . 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

Among the local historical societies that have solved successfully 
the problem of displaying and storing their collections Is that of Rice 
County. This organization Is particularly fortunate In having quar­
ters In the handsome Buckham Memorial Library at Faribault, com­
pleted in 1930. In a large and attractive room on the third floor, 
museum objects, manuscripts, books, pamphlets, pictures, newspapers, 
maps, and other Items of historical value accumulated by the society 
since Its organization in 1926 are safely and appropriately housed. 
In one large display case, Indian artifacts, bead work, and the like 
are placed on exhibit; another is devoted to objects Illustrative of 
pioneer domestic life In the county; and a third contains articles 
sold in early Faribault stores, accounts of some early Industrial con­
cerns, and other Items that reflect the commercial development of the 
community. Of special Interest among the many pictures that deco­
rate the walls are a color Hthograph of Faribault in 1874, an oil 
painting of the city executed about 1880 by an itinerant artist, and a 
small lithograph of " Gorman's Brigade at Camp Stone," including the 



1938 L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L SOCIETIES 467 

First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, In the fall of 1861. Notable 
portraits in the collection are an oil painting of Bishop Henry B. 
Whipple, and a daguerreotype of James Shields made In 1858 while 
he was a resident of Minnesota. 

Particularly significant are the manuscripts assembled by the Rice 
County society. Bishop Whipple, whose home was in Faribault, is 
represented by a series of manuscript sermons dating from 1851 to 
1860, an account book of 1871, and a few miscellaneous letters. The 
business records of the law firm of Batchelder and Buckham of Fari­
bault, of which Judge Thomas S. Buckham was a member, are here. 
Included are account books, land warrants, and lists of real-estate 
transactions for the years from 1853 to 1911. The records of the 
Brown-Martin Lumber Company of Northfield are preserved by the 
Rice County society, as are the court dockets of the Faribault justice 
of the peace for 1856, 1857, 1864, and 1867. Th e society has in Its 
possession many records of institutions and organizations. Including 
those of the state school for the deaf from 1863 to 1887, the Trav­
elers Club of Faribault from 1900 to 1928, the Live Topics Club 
from 1909 to 1925, and the Musical Art Society for 1920. The 
society Is making an effort to collect items relating to the important 
schools and colleges in the county, and it has succeeded In assembling 
notable files of catalogues, programs, and publications of these institu­
tions. Local church and cemetery records also are preserved In its 
files. Some of the society's material is arranged in vertical filing cases 
of metal, but many of the manuscript record books and letters are stored 
In wooden cases and drawers. An accessions record is kept, and a 
card catalogue is being prepared. With the co-operation of the local 
W P A , the society Is making an Index of material in Rice County 
newspapers. Here Is a tool of Inestimable value for students of local 
history, librarians, and all who are Interested in the county's past — 
a guide to material in files preserved by the Faribault Public Library, 
covering the years from 1857 to 1928. Although the index now oc­
cupies some eighteen thousand cards and fills thirty-six drawers of a 
large filing case, It is still growing, for according to present plans it 
will be brought up to date. Mrs . H . C. Theopold Is curator of the 
Rice County museum, and to her belongs much of the credit for its 
attractive appearance and for the systematic manner In which its col­
lections are arranged. B. L. H . 
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To stimulate interest in the organization of a local historical so­
ciety, residents of Aitkin County were invited to display objects of 
historical Interest at the county fair, which was held from August 22 
to 24. A prize of five dollars was offered to the individual " exhibit­
ing the article or articles of greatest Interest." " It is hoped that the 
exhibit will lay the foundation for an Aitkin County Historical So­
ciety and a historical museum which can be housed in the new Indus­
trial building," reads an announcement in the Aitkin Republican for 
August 4. 

The collections of the Blue Earth County Historical Society and 
cases in which to display them have been removed from the public 
library in Mankato and arranged in the Hubbard home, recently 
acquired by the society. Much space is devoted to the display of 
museum objects, but a room on the second floor has been reserved for 
manuscripts, books, and newspapers of local historical interest. What 
was a carriage house will be used for the display of large museum 
objects, many of which formerly were kept at Sibley State Park. 
Miss Margaret Gable is curator of the new museum, which was 
opened to the public early in the fall. 

About seventy-five members of the Brown County Historical So­
ciety participated in the first tour held under its auspices, visiting the 
site of an early trading post at Little Rock and Birch Cooley State 
Park on September 4. Mr. Fred W. Johnson spoke at both places, 
recalling the historical backgrounds of these interesting sites. Among 
the traders who operated at Little Rock were such well-known fig­
ures as Hazen Mooers and Joseph La Framboise; one of the most 
important battles of the Sioux War took place at Birch Cooley. 
Extensive articles about these sites, supplied by the local historical 
society, appear in the New Ulm Daily Journal for August 30 and 
September 2. 

The Clearwater County Historical Society was organized at a 
meeting held at Bagley on July 26. L. Jensen of Clearbrook was 
named president, E. H. Reff of Bagley, vice-president, J. D. Ellis 
of Bagley, secretary, and John H. Gordon of Shevlin, treasurer. 

"The Romance of the Fur Trade" was the subject of an illus­
trated address presented at a meeting of the Cook County Historical 
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Society at Grand Marais on September 30 by Willoughby M. Bab­
cock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society. 
The speaker gave special attention to the operations of French and 
British traders in the Grand Portage area. 

A collection of arrow points, consisting of 268 items and repre­
senting Indian tribes in every section of the United States, has been 
presented to the Crow Wing County Historical Society by Miss 
Elizabeth Cowden of Geneva, Ohio. The collection was given as 
a memorial to the donor's brother, the late Fred Cowden, who as­
sembled the arrowheads during his extensive travels over a period 
of more than forty years as a member of a circus company. Another 
notable addition to the Crow Wing County museum Is a miniature 
model of a logging camp, constructed by Dudley J. Gordon of Dag­
gett Brook Township. It is the subject of a detailed description in 
the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for July 12, where notice Is given also 
to the many original logging tools and items of logging equipment to 
be seen in the museum at Brainerd. 

The collection of articles of local historical interest that is being 
assembled by the Hennepin County Historical Society in the Oak 
Hill School at St. Louis Park is described in an illustrated article in 
the Minneapolis Tribune for August 27. A pair of " bog shoes" 
used on horses or mules when crossing swamps, a copy of the Dakota 
Friend of 1852, a candle mold, a spinning wheel, and various other 
objects are listed. 

About forty members of the Hutchinson Historical Society partici­
pated in a tour held under its auspices on July 15. Henderson, 
Le Sueur, St. Peter, and New Ulm were among the points visited. 
The tourists stopped to see the Mayo house at Le Sueur and the 
museum of the Brown County Historical Society at New Ulm. 

About three thousand people attended a picnic arranged jointly by 
the Marshall County Historical Society and the local old settlers' 
association at Menzel's Grove near Argyle on July 31. Mr. Clifford 
Bouvette of Hallock addressed the meeting, reviewing the early his­
tory of Marshall County and describing life in the vicinity of Pem­
bina after 1869, when his father settled there. 



4 7 0 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC. 

To help the people of Sherburn celebrate the sixtieth anniversary 
of the founding of their village, members of the Martin County 
Historical Society held their tenth annual summer meeting and pic­
nic in this community on August 28. More than three thousand 
people were present to witness the presentation of a pageant, " Do 
You Remember," in which the history of the village was reviewed in 
eleven episodes. Special historical exhibits, arranged In the windows 
of local stores for the occasion, are described in detail in a " Histori­
cal Section " of the Sherburn Advance-Standard, which appears with 
the Issue of September 1. Included also Is a " Sherburn Chronology'' 
for the first year of Its existence. 

Mr. Frank B. Lamson has issued another in the series of pamphlets 
dealing with Meeker County History and published under the auspi­
ces of the Meeker County Historical Society (see ante, p. 117). The 
present booklet contains miscellaneous items of information relating 
to the history of the towns of Acton, Cosmos, Danielson, Swede 
Grove, and Union Grove, and the villages of Cosmos and Grove City. 

A list of officers of Morrison County from 1856 to 1882 is printed 
In the Little Falls Daily Transcript for August 30. The original 
list Is in the files of the Morrison County Historical Society. 

At the annual meeting of the Nicollet County Historical Society, 
held at St. Peter on August 15, plans for the erection of a building 
to house the society's museum collection were discussed. Mr. Ed­
ward C. Gale of Minneapolis, president of the Minnesota Histori­
cal Society, was the principal speaker. The following officers were 
elected: Henry N. Benson, president; Mrs. M. E. Stone, vice-
president; Miss Hattie I. Johnson, secretary-treasurer; and Dr. Con­
rad Peterson, historian. To aid the historical society in its building 
plans, the St. Peter Association has named a committee, of which Mr. 
W. S. O'Brien Is chairman. 

Scenes from the early history of Nobles County were depicted in 
a pageant presented at the annual meeting of the Nobles County His­
torical Society on August 21. Officers for the coming year were 
elected at the meeting. They are C. R. Saxon, president; Mrs. J. A. 
Gardner, vice-president; Oscar Kunzman, secretary; and Mrs. Bert 
Malmqulst, treasurer. 
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About seventeen thousand visitors to the museum of the Otter 
Tai l County Historical Society in the courthouse at Fergus Falls have 
registered during the past four years, according to a recent report of 
the secretary, M r . E. T . Barnard. A number of recent additions 
to the collections of this museum are described in the Fergus Falls 
Daily Journal for September 12. 

Plans for the organization of a historical society in Pennington 
County were discussed at a meeting of the Thief River Falls society 
of the American Sons and Daughters of Sweden on July 29. T o 
consider the matter and make plans for a permanent organization, 
M r . Henry C. Eckland was instructed to name a committee of five, 
of which he would act as chairman. 

Among the speakers who addressed a meeting of the Pipestone 
County Historical Society at Pipestone on September 5 were Mrs. 
Carrie Ludolph, who described " Early School Days " in the county, 
and Mrs . Lillian Welgert, who recalled " Early Days of School 
Teaching in Pipestone County." Mrs . Ludolph was named presi­
dent of the organization for the coming year. Other officers elected 
were Mrs. Laura Brown, secretary, M r . J . E. Morgan, treasurer, 
and Miss Marion Farmer, historian. 

The aims of the Pope County Historical Society were explained 
by M r . G. C. Torguson before members of the local old settlers' 
association meeting at Glenwood on September 11. The early his­
tory of the county was reviewed and the origins of many of Its place 
names were explained by the principal speaker of the day, the Hon­
orable Julius Schmahl. 

Among the objects recently added to the museum collection of the 
Pope County Historical Society Is a wooden shovel which has been 
used on Minnesota farms since 1851. It is the gift of M r . G. H . 
Lewis of Benson. His account of Its history appears in the Pope 
County Tribune of Glenwood for September 15. 

T he Roseau County Historical Society sponsored the presentation 
of a pageant, reviewing Incidents In the early history of the county, 
which was presented at Pelan Park, near Greenbush, on August 21 . 
According to one local paper, ten thousand people were present to 



4 7 2 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC 

view the pageant. The Roseau County society now has more than 
a hundred members, according to the Roseau Times-Region of Au­
gust 4. 

The suggestion that a Sibley "county historical society be formed 
with headquarters in Henderson" is made in editorials in the Hen­
derson Independent for September 16 and 30. The need for a mu­
seum in which objects of local historical interest can be properly 
housed and cared for as well as displayed Is stressed by the writer, 
who believes that the city should " set aside a room in the community 
building for this purpose." 

About sixty members of the Washington County Historical So­
ciety went to Marine on July 23 to attend a picnic, visit the Centen­
nial House, and view exhibits arranged to mark the centennial of the 
village on the St. Croix (see ante, p. 363). 

Mr. Fred W. Johnson of New Ulm was the principal speaker at 
the first annual picnic of the Watonwan County Historical Society, 
which was held at Long Lake on August 28. About four hundred 
people heard Mr. Johnson review the early history of Watonwan 
County, which once was a part of Brown County. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

An "Account of the Events Leading up to the Founding of New 
Ulm," recorded by Frederick Belnhorn, one of the city's first settlers, 
appears In the New Ulm Review for August 15. He tells of the or­
ganization at Chicago under his leadership In August, 1853, of the 
Chicago Land Society, one of the two colonization projects that were 
responsible for the founding of New Ulm. His manuscript narrative, 
written in German on wrapping paper. Is owned by the Brown County 
Historical Society. It was translated for publication by Martin L. F. 
Eyrich of New Ulm. 

Two pages from a scorebook in which are to be found records of 
games played in 1867 and 1868 between the baseball clubs of Man­
kato and St. Peter are reproduced in the Mankato Free Press for 
August 16. This interesting manuscript record was found by Mr. 
C. A. Keene of North Mankato among his father's papers. 
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A " History of Amboy Township," prepared by Mabel Falrbairn, 
was read at a meeting of the Amboy Farm Bureau on June 26. The 
story of the Cottonwood County township Is traced back to the sur­
vey of 1858-59 In this narrative, which is published In the Jeff ers Re­
view of June 30. 

A historical sketch of St. Nicholas, the "first village" in Free­
born County, which was platted In 1855 by Jacob Lybrand and Sam­
uel M. Thompson, Is contributed to the Albert Lea Evening Tribune 
of September 13 by the Reverend W. E. Thompson. 

"A Pioneer Boy's Experiences in a Corner of Goodhue County" 
are described by I. F. Grose In Our Young People, a Sunday school 
weekly pubHshed In MinneapoHs, for September 4, 11, and 18. The 
writer, who was born in Kenyon Township in 1862 and Hved there 
for fifteen years, presents a charming picture of his frontier home and 
of the schools that he attended. " Our house was a conventional 
white washed log dwelling with a log shanty attached," he writes. 
" Its cellar held potatoes, cheese, barrels of salt pork, and kegs of 
butter. The first floor, making up one room only, performed poten­
tially the functions of parlor, living room, dining room, bedroom, 
and kitchen." Mr. Grose tells of attending common school in a one-
room log schoolhouse and religious school In the farmhouses of the 
vicinity. When the community " established a library containing sev­
enty books," he read them all, and then he turned to an "emigrant-
chest full of books " belonging to a neighbor's hired man. 

A " History of the Houston Baptist Church," read originally at a 
celebration commemorating its seventy-fifth anniversary in August, 
1928, has been published In a pamphlet entitled Historical Sketch of 
Eighty-five Years Existence and Work of Houston Baptist Church 
(1938. 43 p.). Some sections dealing with the progress of the con­
gregation in the past decade have been added. Church records and 
local newspapers are among the sources upon which the narrative Is 
based. 

Mr. L. A. Ogaard, who taught the first school at what Is now 
International Falls, Is the author of a brief article telling of his fron­
tier experience there in the Daily Journal oi International Falls for 
September 15. He tells of opening the school in the fall of 1894 In 
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a log Structure measuring twelve by twenty feet. The furniture con­
sisted of a long table, two benches, and a small blackboard. " There 
was no other equipment or furniture and no books, save what we 
borrowed from different homes," writes Mr. Ogaard. " The term 
of school was fixed at five months and the teacher's salary at $35 per 
month." Seven pupils ranging in age from five to twelve years were 
enrolled. 

Extracts from letters written from Fairmont between 1868 and 
1871 by Mrs. John Boyce are quoted In a story of " Home Building 
In Pioneer Days " which appears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for 
June 28. From northern New York, Mrs. Boyce went to Fairmont 
as a bride In the spring of 1868, and in letters to her mother and 
other members of her family in the East she pictured the raw new 
community and the conditions under which she lived on the frontier. 
She had "hardly expected to see the prairies look so large"; she 
found her neighbors " very friendly," and remarked that " most of 
them are from the east somewhere " ; she was hungry for the apples 
that were so plentiful in her home state but scarce in the West. She 
reported that " Dried apples are about $5 a bushel and green ones 
about $6 or $7. Just common ones. They had some down at the 
fair which they sold three for ten cents. It Is hard to stretch a body's 
conscience to pay that much for anything." Mrs. Boyce's letters 
were preserved by members of her family and recently they came 
into the possession of her son, Mr. William R. Boyce of Fairmont. 

A historical account of " The Farm Bureau and Agricultural Ex­
tension Work in Meeker County, 1918-1938 " has been prepared by 
Ralph W. Wayne, the county agent, and issued in multigraphed 
form. Students of recent agricultural history and of the co-operative 
movement will find this brief narrative of value. 

A " History of Polk County " by Julius Schmahl appears In In­
stallments in the Crookston Daily Times from August 17 to 24. 
The writer deals with the Indians of the county, explorers who passed 
through the region, the organization of the county, and the founding 
and naming of Its cities, villages, and townships. An account of the 
progress of the Crookston Band under the direction of Mr. G. Oliver 
Riggs, who became bandmaster forty years ago, appears in the Times 
for September 23. 
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Rice County: The Story of Its Discovery and Settlement Is the 
title of a narrative by Raymond Munson, which has been Issued as a 
multigraphed pamphlet by the Minnesota Federal Writers ' Project, 
under the sponsorship of the state department of education (45 p . ) . 
I t is one of a series of Minnesota county histories intended to acquaint 
children in the grade schools with the stories of their localities. The 
central figure in the present narrative Is Alexander Faribault, the 
founder of the city that bears his name and the "Father of Rice 
County." Much of the text is presented In the form of conversations 
between Faribault and other early settlers In Rice County. Joseph 
N . Nicollet, John North, and Bishop Whipple are among other his­
torical characters who appear In these pages. 

Members of the Faribault family and other pioneer settlers of 
Rice County figure prominently in Johanna M . O'Leary's Historical 
Sketch of the Parish of the Immaculate Conception, Faribault, Min­
nesota, with Some Biographical Data and Records of Pioneer Families 
(Faribault, 1938. 131 p . ) . The beginning of the parish Is traced 
to the late 1840's, when Father Ravoux celebrated a mass in the home 
of Alexander Faribault. The booklet contains not only a history of 
the parish, but sketches of the priests who have served It, accounts of the 
parish schools and of the academy established at Faribault by the 
Dominican sisters in 1865, and lists of Catholic settlers. The latter 
are drawn from baptismal and other records. Including a " ' time 
book' used by James O'Leary In 1865, when the Milwaukee tracks 
were laid Into Faribault." In a foreword. Archbishop John G. Mur­
ray expresses a desire to see histories similar to this parish record 
prepared " for every Church in the Archdiocese of St. Paul within 
the next year or two " in order to provide material " for the historian 
who is to record the story of this territory In time to have it ready 
for pubHcation on the occasion of the centenary of the Chapel of 
Saint P a u l " in 1941. 

The West Union community in Scott County and its Lutheran 
church are the subjects of a historical sketch by the Reverend Richard 
Johnson In the Belle Plaine Herald for August 11. Swedish settle­
ment at West Union Is traced back to 1851, the eightieth anniversary 
of the church is noted, and sketches of the pastors who have served 
the congregation since 1858 are included. 
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"There is no doubt but this is the best place I ever saw for a 
young man to do well." This conclusion was reached in May, 1865, 
by Draton S. Hale, a Virginian who had lived earHer in Iowa, after 
spending less than a month near Sauk Centre In Stearns County. 
An enthusiastic letter about the region, written to a cousin In Vir­
ginia, has been preserved by members of the family; articles based 
upon it appear In the Sauk Centre Herald for August 4 and the Long 
Prairie Leader for September 1. " If I was you and I ever Intended 
to go to a new country I would come here," Hale advised his cousin. 
" I am satisfied it is healthy and the water is good." The Southerner 
related that he had found " plenty of game and fish " in his new home. 
"The woods are full of plum bushes and they say they are full of 
fruit every year," he continues. " The soil Is a black sandy loam and 
clay bottom. But it must be cold In the winter. One has to prepare 
for It." 

The founding of the Stillwater Gazette on August 6, 1870, is re­
called In the issue of this paper for August 6, 1938, where its sixty-
eighth anniversary Is noted. Attention Is called to the fact that during 
the paper's " entire life time, W. E. Easton has directed its destiny." 

The issue of the Canby News for September 16 marks the sixtieth 
anniversary of the paper, which was established by Addison Morrison 
in the fall of 1878. Among the articles of historical interest in the 
Issue is a review of the early history of the community. 
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