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8. What provisions are made for the education of children, 
and for the care of poor people ? 

It has already been pointed out that the sixteenth section 
in every township is reserved as school land, and that the 
inhabitants of the township can themselves determine its use. 
Public education, indeed, is within the reach of all, just as any 
other thing; but it by no means follows that there is, there­
fore, indifference in regard to the education of the children. 
The American realizes very well what an advantage the edu­
cated man has over the ignorant, and he spares nothing in 
the instruction and education of his children. Nevertheless, I 
have met some elderly men who could neither read nor write. 
Two schools have now been started among the Norwegians at 
Fox River, where the children learn English; but the Nor­
wegian language seems to be destined to die out with the 
parents. At least, the children do not learn to read Norwegian. 
At Beaver Creek no school is yet .established, but most of the 
children who are old enough are taken into American homes, 
where their instruction is usually well cared for.59 

In this state I have not yet seen a beggar. The able-bodied 
man is in no danger of poverty or need. By an excellent 
system of poor relief care is taken of those who are really 
needy. If a widow is left in straitened circumstances, the 
children are not taken away from the mother and made parish 
paupers as in Norway; but generous help is given to the 
mother for the support of both herself and her children, and 
for the schooling of the latter.60 

9. What language is spoken in America? Is it difficult to 
learn ? 

Since so many people stream into the United States from the 
European countries, one must expect to find just as many dif-

59 See also Reiersen's account of the schools in the Norwegian settle­
ments. Veiviser, 153, 155. 

6 0 Reiersen made an investigation of the economic conditions in the 
Norwegian settlements, the results of which he summarizes in pages 
158-163 of his Veiviser. 
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ferent languages in use. But the English language predomi­
nates everywhere. Ignorance of the language is, to be sure, 
a handicap for Norwegian immigrants. It is felt especially 
•on the trip to the interior of the country, if there is no one in 
the party who understands English. But by daily association 
with Americans one will learn enough in two or three months 
to get along well. Some half-grown children who came over 
last summer already speak very good English. Before having 
learned the language fairly well, one must not expect to receive 
•so large daily or yearly wages as the native-born Americans. 

10. Is there considerable danger from disease in America ? Is 
there reason to fear wild animals and the Indians ? 

I shall not conceal the fact that the unaccustomed climate 
usually causes some kind of sickness among new settlers during 
the first year. Diarrhoea, or the ague, afflicts almost every 
•one; but if a regular diet is observed, these sicknesses are 
seldom dangerous, and Nature helps herself best without medi­
cine. The ague seldom returns unless one has attempted to 
'drive it away by quack medical treatment. 

There are no dangerous beasts of prey in this part of the 
country. The prairie wolf is not larger than a fox; but still 
it is harmful to the extent that it often destroys pigs, lambs, 
and chickens. Snakes are numerous, but small; and few of 
them are poisonous.61 The most poisonous kind is the rattle­
snake; but even that is not nearly so venomous as many in 
Norway believe. I know two instances of persons being bitten 
by rattlesnakes, and in both cases the patients were cured by 
•simple household remedies. Everywhere that the rattlesnake 
is to be found, a kind of grass grows which is usually regarded 

61 Among the many rumors concerning America which were circulated 
in Norway, possibly with the express purpose of checking emigration, was 
the one that there existed great danger from poisonous snakes. For a 
typical statement setting forth the perils to be encountered in the new 
world, among which "poisonous snakes" are especially mentioned, see the 
narrative of Gullik K. Laugen, an emigrant from Numedal in 1839, as 
igiven by Nilsson in Billed-Magazin, 1: 171. 
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as the best antidote for its bite. One of the earliest Norwegians 
here has told me that he was once bitten by a rattlesnake, and 
that he found the application of dry camphor to be the most 
efficacious remedy for relieving the swelling. 

The Indians have now been transported away from this 
part of the country far to the west. Nowhere in Illinois is 
there any longer danger from assault by them. Besides, these 
people are very good-natured, and never begin hostilities when 
they are not affronted. They never harm the Quakers, whom 
they call Father Penn's children.62 

11. For what kind of people is it advisable to emigrate to 
America, and for whom is it not advisable?-—Caution 
against unreasonable expectations. 

From all that I have experienced so far, the industrious 
Norwegian peasant or mechanic, as well as the good trades­
man, can soon earn enough here to provide sufficient means 
for a livelihood. I have already spoken of the price of gov­
ernment land, and I shall merely add that I know several 
bachelors who have saved two hundred dollars clear within a 
year's time by ordinary labor. Blacksmiths are everywhere in 
demand. A smith who understands his trade can feel assured 
that his neighbors, in whatever place he settles, will help him 
build his house and smithy, and will even lend him enough 
money to furnish himself with bellows and tools. Two dollars 
or more is charged here for shoeing a horse; a dollar for an 
iron wedge; a dollar for a hay fork; and so forth. Competent 
tailors can also command a steady and good income, and like­
wise the shoemaker; but the latter will have to learn his trade 
anew, for here the soles of the shoes are pegged instead of 
being sewed. Turners, carpenters, and wagon-makers can also 
make a good living from' their trades. An itinerant trader 

62 Laugen includes also the "yet more dangerous Indians" in his list. 
Nilsson in Billed-Magazin, 1: 171. Rynning's reference to Quakers is 
possibly added for the purpose of reassuring the Norwegian members of 
this sect. 
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who is quick and of good habits can become a rich man within 
a short time, but he must not be afraid to undergo hardships 
and to camp outdoors night after night. Servant girls can 
easily secure work, and find good places. Women are respected 
and honored far more than is the case among common people 
in Norway. So far as I know, only two or three Norwegian 
girls have been married to Americans, and I do not believe 
that they have made particularly good matches. But there are 
many Norwegian bachelors who would prefer to marry Nor­
wegian girls if they could. 

Those desiring to emigrate to America should also carefully 
consider whether they have sufficient means to pay their ex­
penses. I would not advise any one to go who, when he lands 
upon American soil, does not have at least several dollars in 
his possession. I believe that young people who have enough 
to pay their passage from New York to Rochester are in a 
position to emigrate. That will require about four or five 
dollars. Those who have large families should have enough 
left to pay their way directly to Illinois, where land is cheap 
and where plenty of work can be secured at high wages. 
Expenses for each adult from Norway to Illinois must be 
figured at about sixty dollars, in addition to expenses for board 
across the sea. On Norwegian ships the cost of the passage 
is just as much for children as for adults. It can be estimated, 
therefore, that forty-five dollars in all will be spent for chil­
dren between two and twelve years old, and thirty dollars for 
children under two years.63 Those who do not have enough 
to pay their way can hire out to some one who is in better 
circumstances, and pledge themselves to work for him, for 
example, three years for fifty dollars a year. This will be to 
the mutual advantage of both parties. He who thus proposes 

6 3 See post, 265. According to Flom "the price of passage ranged 
between 33 and 50 speciedaler, that is between $25.00 and $38.00." Nor­
wegian Immigration, 223-225. See also Langeland, Nordmcendene i 
Amerika, 25; Nilsson in Billed-Magazin, 1:7, 94, 388. 
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to pay the traveling expenses of others must see to it that hev 

does not pay out so much as to be embarrassed himself, and 
that he does not take with him bad or incapable people. An 
employee who has come to America through such an arrange­
ment ought to compare his pay and prospects here with what 
he had in Norway, and thereby be induced to fulfill the engage­
ment upon which he has entered, for he is held by no other 
bond than that of his own integrity.64 

People whom I do not advise to go to America are (1) 
drunkards, who will be detested, and will soon perish miser­
ably;65 (2) those who neither can work nor have sufficient 
money to carry on a business, for which purpose, however, 
an individual does not need more than four or five hundred 
dollars. Of the professional classes doctors and druggists are 
most likely to' find employment; but I do not advise even such 
persons to go unless they understand at least how to use oxen, 
or have learned a trade, for example, that of a tailor. 

Many go to America with such unreasonable expectations 
and ideas that they necessarily must find themselves disap­
pointed. The first stumbling block, ignorance of the language, 
is enough to- dishearten many at once. The person who neither 
can nor will work must never expect that riches and luxurious 
living will be open to him. No, in America one gets nothing 
without work; but it is true that by work one can expect some 
day to achieve better circumstances. Many of the newcomers 
have been shocked by the wretched huts which are the first 
dwellings of the settlers; but those good people should con­
sider that when they move into an uncultivated land they can 
not find houses ready for them. Before the land has been put 
into such shape that it can support a man, it is hardly wise to 
put money into costly living-houses. 

64 See post, 264. 
65 Nattestad also in his journal tells of warnings against the evils of 

intemperance which are everywhere preached in America, and of the 
low esteem in which men who drink to excess are held. Beskrivelse, 28. 
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12. |What particular dangers is one likely to encounter on the 
ocean? Is it true that those who are brought to 
America are sold as slaves? 

Many regard the trip across the ocean as so terribly danger­
ous that this one apprehension alone is enough to confine them 
forever to their native country. Of course, solid ground is 
safer than the sea; but people commonly imagine the dangers 
to be greater than they are. So far as I know, no ship with 
Norwegian emigrants for America has yet been wrecked. 
Even with a good ship, an able captain, and capable, orderly, 
and careful seamen, the passenger has to trust in the Lord. 
He can guide you securely across the stormy sea, and He can 
find you in your safe home, whenever His hour has come! 

Two things about the sea voyage are very disagreeable; 
namely, seasickness and tediousness. I do not think there is 
any unfailing remedy for seasickness, but it is not a fatal 
illness. Small children suffer the least from it; women, espe­
cially middle-aged wives, often suffer considerably. The only 
alleviating remedy I know of is a good supply of a variety of 
food. I have noted particularly that barley gruel flavored with 
wine is frequently strengthening and helpful. It is well to pre­
pare against tediousness by taking along good books, and 
something with which to occupy oneself. For this purpose I 
advise taking along harpoons and other fishing tackle as well. 

A silly rumor was believed by many in Norway; namely, 
that those who wished to emigrate to America were taken to 
Turkey and sold as slaves.66 This rumor is absolutely ground-

66 That such rumors were current is confirmed in accounts by other 
immigrants, given by Nilsson in Billed-Magazin, 1:83, 226, 388. Follow­
ing the receipt of letters from those who had emigrated to America and 
the distribution throughout Norway of the printed narratives of Rynning, 
Nattestad, and Reiersen, the fears aroused in the simple-minded peasants 
by these ridiculous reports were gradually dissipated. By no means all 
the Norwegian immigrants, however, were worried by these stories of 
slavery. Gitle Danielson, for example, who came over in 1839, on hearing 
that there was danger of being taken to the south into slavery, is 
reported to have said: "Norwegians or Scandinavians in general are 
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less. It is true, however, that many who have not been able 
themselves to pay for their passage, have come only in this 
way: they have sold themselves or their service for a certain 
number of years to some man here in this country. Many 
are said thereby to have fallen into bad hands, and to have 
been treated no better than slaves. No Norwegian, so far as 
I know, has fallen into such circumstances,* nor is that to be 
feared if one crosses by Norwegian ships, and with his own 
countrymen.67 

13. Guiding advice for those who wish to go to America. 

When persons wish to emigrate to America singly, they can 
not expect to chance upon opportunity for sailing directly from 
Norway, inasmuch as this country has no commerce with the 
United States. They must go, therefore, either to Gothen­
burg,! Sweden, Bremen, Germany, or Havre, France. From 
all these places there is frequent opportunity to secure passage 

*A11 Norwegians who have been in America for a considerable length 
of time and who have been respectable and industrious, have fared well. 
Many have come over by an arrangement whereby other Norwegians have 
paid for them, but have nevertheless been fully as much their own mas­
ters. After a short time they have usually worked out their debt.— 
Rynning. 

t Some bachelors from Numedal went last summer from Gothenburg 
to Newport, Rhode Island. They spent only thirty-two days in crossing 
the ocean, and praise their Captain Ronneberg highly.—Rynning. 

These immigrants were the Nattestad brothers and their companions, 
the account of whose voyage is given by Ole Nattestad in his Beskriv­
else, 11. 

not the kind of people of which to make slaves. I have never heard 
of any Scandinavians ever being slaves to a foreign race. . . . That 
we, the sons of the brave and hardy Northmen, can be enslaved alive 
by an open and visible enemy, is incredible! The slave owners do not 
want us to go down south, for they know we would talk of freedom 
and justice to the slaves and in time produce a change of opinion." 
Quoted by John E. Molee in Anderson, First Chapter of Norwegian 
Immigration, 311. 

67 For an early example of a wealthy Norwegian paying the passage 
of many of his poorer countrymen, see Nilsson in Billed-Magazin, 1: 388. 



1917 RYNNING'S ACCOUNT OF AMERICA 265 

to the United States, and the fare is usually less than from 
Norway. But when several wish to emigrate at the same 
time, I should rather advise them to go on Norwegian ships 
and with Norwegian seamen, because they will feel safer. 
For the same reason it is also best to go with a captain who 
has previously been in America; for example, Captain Behrens 
of Bergen, whom I can recommend as an able man, or one 
of the captains who have conveyed passengers from Stavanger 
to New York. 

When several wish to emigrate together, they must apply 
to a broker in ,the nearest seaport, who will help them to bar­
gain for the cheapest fare. They must investigate carefully 
whether the ship is a good sailing vessel and in good condi­
tion. With reference to the bargain it may be remarked that 
the fare on Norwegian ships has hitherto been thirty dollars, 
for children as well as adults. From the ports of other coun­
tries the fare for adults is generally less, sometimes only 
twenty dollars; and for children under twelve years either half 
of that or nothing. 

The charter, or the written contract, ought to be as precise 
and detailed as possible. It ought to be written both in Eng­
lish and Norwegian. I shall name some particular provisions 
that ought not to be omitted: (a) The captain (or the own­
ers) are to supply wood and water for twelve weeks. The 
water is to be provided in good casks, so that it will not spoil, 
and three quarts are to be measured out to each passenger 
daily. If the water in some casks is spoiled, the good water 
is to be used up before beginning with the bad, and the captain 
shall take water for his own use from the same barrel as the 
passengers, (b) The passengers, indeed, must supply them­
selves with provisions, but the captain shall see to it that 
every one takes with him sufficient provisions for twelve weeks. 
The passengers must also furnish their own light, (c) For 
the sum agreed upon the captain shall land the passengers at 
the destination determined upon without any additional 
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expense to them,* either under the name of landing money, 
quarantine money, corporation money, gratuities, or the like, 
(d) The fare is to be paid in advance and a receipt given 
which is written both in English and Norwegian. If the 
captain on his own risk takes along any one who has not paid 
in full the sum agreed upon, then he has no further right to 
demand more as soon as he has taken the passenger and his 
baggage aboard. (The last provision is a safeguard against 
having the captain take aboard any one who, on account of 
his poverty, will either become a burden to the rest or else be 
given up to the arbitrariness of the captain.) 

I should advise every one who goes to America to exchange 
his money for silver and gold, and not take a draft. Spanish 
piasters are worth as much as American dollars, but five 
French francs are six cents less. In an American dollar there 
are one hundred cents, and each cent is equivalent to a Nor­
wegian skilling. There are twelve pence or twelve and one-
half cents in a shilling. In America there are silver coins 
which are worth one half, one fourth, one eighth, one tenth, 
one sixteenth, and one twentieth of a dollar. The smallest 
coin current in Illinois equals six and one-fourth cents. All 
kinds of silver or gold coins are accepted in America; Nor­
wegian silver coins, indeed, that are less than half a dollar, 
are disposed of with considerable profit. 

The best time to leave Norway is so early in the spring as 
to be able to reach the place of settlement by midsummer or 
shortly after that time. In that way something can be raised 
even the first year; namely, buckwheat, which is planted in the 
last days of June; turnips, which are planted in the latter part 
of July; and potatoes. It is very unfortunate to go too late 

*This provision is very necessary; for otherwise an unscrupulous 
captain, under one pretext or another, might demand an additional sum 
from his passengers and, by virtue of his authority and because of their 
ignorance and unfamiliarity with the language, might force them to 
pay it.—Rynning. 
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in the year to gather fodder for one or two cows, and build a 
house for the winter. 

Hitherto the Norwegian immigrants have always sought 
passage to New York. From there to Chicago the least expen­
sive way is to go by steamer up the Hudson River to Albany; 
from Albany to Buffalo by canal boat, which is drawn by 
horses; from Buffalo by steamer over Lakes Erie, St. Qair, 
Huron, and Michigan, to Chicago. From here the route goes 
by land, either south to Beaver Creek, or west to Fox River. 
From New York to Buffalo one can get transportation for from 
three to four dollars with baggage, and from Buffalo to 
Chicago for from nine to twelve dollars. From Chicago to 
Beaver Creek drivers from Wabash usually ask one dollar for 
every hundred pounds. Every contract with the steamboat 
companies or drivers should be written, and with the greatest 
particularity, if one does not wish to be cheated. To be on the 
safe side one should figure that it will take about thirty dollars 
for every adult from New York to Beaver Creek or Fox River. 
For children between two and twelve years of age half of that 
is always paid, and nothing for children under two years or 
who are still carried in arms. The route mentioned from New 
York to Beaver Creek I compute to be about two hundred and 
fifty Norwegian miles. 

One of our party who arrived last fall did not take the steam­
boat from Buffalo any farther than to Toledo on Lake Erie. 
Here he bought a horse and wagon, and conveyed his luggage 
to Beaver Creek himself. In this way he and his family trav­
eled to their destination somewhat cheaply, but they were also 
a good deal longer on the way than those who took the steam­
boat. 

For those who wish to go to Missouri,* unquestionably the 
quickest and cheapest route is by way of New Orleans. But it 

* According to the assurance of Kleng Peerson, who knows the coun­
try best, and who from the beginning has been the guide of the Nor­
wegians, Missouri is the state where it is now most advisable for immi­
grants to go. They must then go first to St. Louis on the Mississippi, 
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must be noted in this connection (1) that one can seldom go to 
New Orleans except in ships which are sheathed with copper, 
and (2) that New Orleans is very unhealthful and insalubrious, 
except from the beginning of December until April. But this 
is the worst time of the year to be without houses—which is 
the usual fate of settlers. 

Those who wish to emigrate to America ought to take with 
them (a) bedclothes, fur, and clothing of wadmol,68 as well as 
stamped wadmol; (b) a baxtehelle,69 a spinning wheel, and, 
if possible, a hand mill, silverware, and some tobacco pipes to 
sell; (c) tools, if one is a mechanic; (d) some good rifles with 
percussion locks, partly for personal use, partly for sale. I 
have already said that in America a good rifle costs from fifteen 
to twenty dollars. 

The provisions for the voyage should include a supply of 
every kind of food which can be kept a long time without being 
spoiled; such as pork, dried meat, salted meat, dried herring, 
smoked herring, dried fish, butter, cheese, primost,70 milk, beer, 
flour, peas, cereals, potatoes, rye rusks, coffee, tea, sugar, pots, 
pans, and kettles. It is best to take along into the interior what­
ever is not used on the ocean voyage, since no charge is made 
for carrying provisions on steam and canal boats. 

For medicinal purposes one should bring (a) a little brandy, 
vinegar, and a couple of bottles of wine, as well as raisins and 
prunes to make soup for the seasick; (b) a cathartic for con­
stipation, which often occurs on the ocean (this medicine 
should not be used unless badly needed) ; (c) sulphur powder 

from there to Marion City, and from there to "the Norwegian settle­
ment on North River, Shelby County."—Rynning. 

Marion City was at this time a small settlement of some three hun­
dred inhabitants, situated on the Mississippi about twelve miles above 
the site of Hannibal, Missouri. Its unfavorable location on the low 
bottom lands hindered its development, and it was never incorporated. 

68 A coarse hairy woolen cloth similar to freize. 
69 A round iron plate used by Norwegians in baking fladbrtfd (flat-

bread). 
70 A cheese made from skim milk. 
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and ointment for the itch (directions must be secured from the 
druggist or from a physician as to how to use this medicine) ; 
(d) Hoffman's drops and spirits of camphor. 

For purposes of cleanliness it is necessary to take (a) linen 
for change, (b) salt-water soap for washing, and (c) a good 
fine comb. 

Again I must advise every one to provide something with 
which to employ himself on the voyage, as fishing tackle, 
thread for knitting fish-nets, and other similar articles. 

It is a good thing if the immigrants can have a dependable 
guide and interpreter on the trip from New York to the interior. 
For those who wish to leave next spring,* there is a good 
opportunity to go with Ansten Knudsen Nattestad from 
Rolloug parish in Numedal, who is now on a trip back to Nor­
way. 

* Namely in the spring of 1839.—Rynning. 
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