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REV. A R T H U R E. J O N E S
Rev. Father Arthur Edward Jones, archivist of St. Mary's
College, Montreal, Quebec, died in that city on January 19,
1918. As archivist of the Jesuits he possessed unrivalled
opportunities for historical investigation which he utilized to
good purpose in the publication of much material bearing on
the story of the early explorers and missionaries of his order.
H e was associated with Dr. Thwaites in the editing of the
Jesuit Relations and made important contributions to that great
work. His more important work, however, was in connection
with the missions to the Huron Indians around the Georgian
Bay. His work took two main lines, to find the sites of the
chief mission stations and to record the services of all who had
any part in those mission enterprises. The results were set
forth in the Fifth Annual Report of the Ontario Archives
Department in 1909 under the title "Huronia," bringing together practically all the data he had unearthed with regard
to these missions. The volume is an indispensable work of
reference to anyone studying Jesuit activity in America in
the seventeenth century. Of late Father Jones had been
working more or less on the linguistic writings of Father
Potier, the originals of which, in five bulky volumes, are in
the archives of St. Mary's College. These writings, made at
a time when the Huron tongue was at the height of its use,
were to have been issued in photo-facsimile by the Ontario
Government and this plan, held up by the war, will probably
be carried through when peace comes. Father Jones was a
fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, a member of several
of the historical societies of the United States, and was honored a few years ago with the degree of Doctor of Laws of
the University of Toronto.
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